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"To bring together the records of the past and to 
house them in the buildings where they will be preserved 


for the use of men living in the future, a nation must 


believe in three things. It must believe in the past. 


It must believe in the future. It must, above all, 


believe in the capacity of its people so to learn from 
the past that they can gain in judgment for the creation 


Of the slutures'<s--=-6-— Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
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PREFACE 


RE ES SE SURETY 


history and inventory of church records published by the Historical 
Records Survey of Massachusetts, and is one in a series of such studies 

to be made. The purpose of this project is to survey, preserve and render 
accessible historical source materials of all kinds. The work is divided 
into the following main classifications: Public records, private manu- 
scripts, church records, and early American portraits. In the development 
of this survey, certain techniques have been found practicable, depending 
on the nature of the subject matter, such as the methods of the inventory, 
the guide, the calendar, the check list, and the index. 


Work being carried on in the field of church records will result in 
the publication of an Inventory of the Archives of the Western Diocese of 
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Massachusetts, Episcopal, an Inventory of the Archives of the Unitarian 
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Historical Society, and an Inventory of the Archives of the Methodist 
Episcopal Historical Society, as well as histories and listings of records 
of other religious groups in Massachusetts. An earlier publication of the 
Historical Records Survey, A Description of the Manuscript Collections in 
the Massachusetts Diocesan Library will also have special interest for the 
church historian. 


In the preparation of histories of the societies surveyed in this 
volume, use has been made of primary sources, officials of the church have 
been interviewed, and biographies, year books and journals of the period 
have been searched. In the case of defunct societies, the latter sources 
have sometimes provided the only available material, and diligent research 
has been necessary to piece together fragmentary bits of information. 


eR ER ALE CT 


only the churches and societies organized by the Universalists, but also 
these previcusly established which formally adopted the Universalist 
faith. A number of the Congregational societies of the Established Order 
became Universalist when the Congregational-Unitarian schism occurred in 
the early part of the 19th century, or later came into fellowship with the 
denomination. 2 


Four churches in Berlin, Mendon, Needham and West Bridgewater are 
considered briefly at the end of the regular entries, lettered A, B, C 
and D. These churches, apparently not Universalist, are treated here be- 
cause reference has been made to them as Universalist in secondary sources 
The histories and inventories of these churches will appear in later pub- 


ES ES CS 


of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts. Universalist churches which 

have federated with other churches are included in this volume only when 

the church has retained its identity and maintained independent records 
after the federation. 


The writer wishes to express her sincere appreciation on behalf of 
the Historical Records Survey to Professor Alfred Storer Cole of Tufts 
College, author of a life of John Murray soon to be published, and to Rev. 
Lee Sullivan McCollester, dean-emeritus of the Tufts College School of 
Religion, who have given their time and support to this work, examining a 
considerable part of the manuscript of this volume before publication, and 
to the many Universalist officials and laymen who have cooperated in this 
endeavor. 


This work was first carried on under the supervision of Rev. Aron S. 
Gilmartin, now minister of the Church of Our Father, in Newburgh, New York. 
The research and writing of the historical sketch of the denomination was 
handled by Mr. Maurice R. Wheeler: Mr. Guy A. Livingston served first as 
a field worker and later as an editor, and Mr. Ernest F. Symonds rendered 
valuable assistance in the compilation of the volume. 


Mary Elizabeth Sanger 
State Supervisor 
Historical Records Survey 
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FOREWORD 


I have examined the manuscript of the Inventory of Universalist 
Archives in Massachusetts, and I am impressed by the amount and 
quality of the work accomplished. Nothing of the kind has ever been 
done before, to my knowledge. The material here assembled, with 
references and footnotes, will be a mine of information concerning 
the history and work of the Universalist denomination in Massachusetts. 


The present volume represents several years of patient search 
for original papers and records in the Universalist parishes of 
Massachusetts. The items have been carefully checked and re-checked, 
and are adequately documented. This will be a valuable book for our 
churches, libraries, ministers, denominational officials, and religious 
workers throughout the country. 


The fine type.of work being done by the members of the Historical 
Records Survey in digging out and putting in logical order the history 
of the churches in the United States deserves our appreciation and 
hearty support. 


ALFRED S. COLE, Librarian 
Universalist Historical Society 
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THE HISTORY OF UNIVERSALISM IN MASSACHUSETTS 


Origin 


The early history of the Universalist church is the history of an 
idea, its development and spread, quite as much as the history of an or- 
ganized religious body. 


The basic distinguishing tenet, - ultimate universal salvation, - was 
a concept by no means original at the time of its first consistent enunci- 
ation in America by Dr. George de Benneville who made this thesis the cen- 
tral and dominant theme of his preaching beginning in 1742. "The teachers 
who lived immediately after the Apostles, Clemens, Romanus, Ignatius, 
Polycarp, Barnabus, and others, wrote epistles in which our distinctive 
tenet is often asserted and never controverted. large class of Christian 
Gnostics .. . believed and taught the Universalist idea. The Basilideans, 
the Carprotatians, and the Venitians, who lived before the year of our Lord 
130, were pronounced Universalists; .. . And so on to the middle of the 
Sixth century we find the names of the most notable Christian scholars ‘as- 
sociating with ideas of complete restoration, Clement of Alexandria, Origen 
and his celebrated pupils, Gregory Nyssen, Didymus, Jerome, and Didodorus 
of Jersualem."! During the Middle Ages the doctrine was held by Clement of 
Ireland, Scotus Erigena, Almaric of France, the Lollards of Germany, and 
Tauler, the Dominican monk of Strassburg, and with the new spirit of free- 
dom generated by the Reformation it was revived in Italy, Switzerland, 
France, Germany, and England.© However, it was in the last three of these 
countries that the writings which directly influenced the early preachers 
of Universalism in America appeared. The more important of these were 


1. Prof. C(harles) H(all) Leonard, The Universalist Church: Its 
Historical Ground, and its Function in nipaemn® inte). a sermon “preached be- 
fore The Society for Good Work connected with the Universalist Parish of 
Metrose on Sunday evening, Nov. 2nd., 1873), pp. 5, 6. ¢f. Hosea Ballou, 
end., The Ancient History of Universalism: from the time of the Apostles 
to its - condemnation in the Pirin” General Council, A.D Dl eos. With an ap- 
pendix tracing the doctrine down to tote. Ara or the Reformation, and 
Richard Hddy, mUpS "History of of Universalism" in Richard “Rady and Joseph 
Henry Ailen, A Hi story of the Unitarians and Universalists in the United 
States, The American Church History Series, X, pp. 256-83. 

2. (Horace Greeley), Universalism in America - Its Centenary Year: 
Lop. oO. CL. Eddy, op. cit., pp. 295-556. 


Origin 


byes Tepe oeetan 
The Everlasting Gospel by Paul Siegvolk (George Klein-Nicoli) ,~ Union: 
e Consanguinity and Affinity between Christ and His © 


or, a Treatise of the g Arlinivy owes es ee 
Church by James Relly,© and Universal Restitution, a Scripture Doctrine 
eS ae 2 


by Sir George Stonehouse. 


Moreover, prior to John Murray's preaching in New England, occasional 


sermons were delivered and several tracts printed by ministers and others 
As early 2s 1636 Sir Henry Vane, who was then 
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Boston sentenced Joseph Gatchell of Marblehead to the pillory and to have 
his tongue pierced by a hot iron for "that he not hauing the feare of God 
before his eyes being Instigated by the diuill at the house of Jerrimiah 
Gatchell in discourse about General Salvation, (wch he sajd was his 
beliefe) and that all men should be saved, . ."O But the main stream of 
Universalist exposition gushed forth during the latter half of the 18th 
century. In 1761 Rev. Jonathan Mayhew, D.D., of the West Church (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) , 
Boston, preached on the availability of salvation to all men©® and in his 


1. This was originally printed in German as-a part of the three— 
William Petersen, c. 1700-10. It was probably the English translation by 
John-Sower published in Germantown, Penn., in 1753 that so profoundly in- 
fluenced Rev. Elhdnan Winchester. cf. Elhdnan Winchester, The Universal 
comprehending the Substance of Several Real conversations which the Author 
had with Various Persons Both in America and Europe, on that Interesting 
Subject: chiefly designed fully to state, and fairly to answer the most 
common objections that are brought against it from the Scriptures, pp. 
Ladi ds Uy iv dy eee Ce, 

2. It was this book, printed in London, 1759, which converted John 
Murray to Universalism and prepared the way for the acceptance of his 


3. This was published in London in 1761, cf. Eddy, op. Cities pre 
500-51, and influenced Rev. Elhanan Winchester, cf. Winchester, op. cit., 
yaaa. A a BR 
4. Eddy, History of Universalism, pp. 373-75. 

5. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Records of the Court of Assistants, 


ee 
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Origin 


Thanksgiving Day sermons of 1762 explicitly said, “But when we consider 
the declared end of Christ's manifestation in the flesh,--to give his life 
a ransom for all, . .. that he must reign till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet, . . . and till he hath subdued ALL THINGS unto himseif."+ 
Apparently at about the same time Dr. Charles Chauncey, pastor of the 
First Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in 
Massachusetts) , , Boston, was writing his magnum opus on the same ie theme, 

but prior to its anonymous publication in London in 1784 under the tities 
The Mystery Hid from Ages and Generations, Made Manifest by the Gospel- 


Monnens ee re weer er ee eee 


Revelations: OL, The SALVATION OF ALL MEN the Grand Thing Aimed At in 
the Scheme of God, “he wrote the preface to a pamphlet, entitled Salvation 
for all Men 3 any lustrated and vindicated as a Scripture Doctrine, in 
Numerous Extracts from a “Variety oF Pious and Learned Men, who have pur- 
posely writ writ upon “the Subject; together with | their Answer to the Objections 


urged against it. By one who wishes well t to ail Mankind, containing ex- 


PERE CORES) 


tracts from the writings of “English Universalis sts, which his assistant, 
Dr. John Clarke published, also anonymously, in 1782, Another 
Congregationalist believer in Universalism but whose espousal of it was 
confined to correspondence with friends, was Dr. Jeremy Beiknap, pastor 
of the Federal Street Meeting House in the Town of Boston,®% (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) , from which Rev. 


William Eilery Channing later preached Unitarianism. 


In the rest of Saat Universalism was avowed by several clergy- 
men of divers denominations. Rev. John Tyler, rector of Christ's Church, 
Norwich, Connecticut, (see inventory of Protestant Episcopal Archives in 
Connecticut, p. 92 es Cae Universal Damnation “and Salvation clearly 
proved by the ocriptures of. the Old and New Testament, was anonymously 
published ye members of the Church of God, commonly called Universalist, 
in Boston (see entry 47), and several other Episcopalian clergymen of 
Connecticut advocated this belief.4 Among the Congregationalist minis- 
ters who advocated Universalism, the outstanding was Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Huntington of the First Church, Coventry, Connecticut (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Congregational Archives in Connecticut), whose Calvinism 
Improved: or, the Gospel Tllustrated a as a system of Real Grace, issuing 
in the Salvation | of All Men, published two years after his death, was a 


vigorous defense of the doctrine.© Toward the close of the es pay sev- 
eral clergymen of New Hampshire, Rev. Thomas Fessenden of the First 


1. Jonathan Mayhew, D.D., Two Sermons on the Nature, Extent and 
Perfection of the Divine Goodness, delivered December 9 ce ED Being the the 
Annual Thanksgiving of the Province, &C. “On Psalm 145, 9, pp pp. .893;7 90. 

pay Bady, History of Universalism, pp. 382-83; Jeremy Belknap, “The | 
Belknap Papers" in Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Pitpoeeoeries, Vol. I1, pp. i) aay a 

3. Eddy , History of Universalism, pp. 584-85. 

ey ess; pp. 281-82. 

ee Tbid. i 1D, ooo: Of, Josep Mimbingtoni 0. Di, mhoughts on the 


; Atonement oon Christ, with an Address to young ministers and students in 
divinity. 


Origin 


Hampshire) , A and Candid Examination Of a bate Frubiica 
tion, Entitled The Doctrine of Eternal Misery, reconcileable with the in- 

finite Benevolence of God, by Nathan Strong, A.M., and Rev. Samuel Whiting 
of the Church of Rockingham and Chester, Vermont, (see forthcoming Inventory _ 
of Congregational Archives in Vermont), became believers in Universalism 

and, with the exception of the Rev. Mr. Fessenden, were dismissed for their 

heterodoxy.+ Thus the America of the 18th century was not entirely the im- 

pregnable stronghold of Calvinism, as has so often been contended, but sev- 

been made in its walls to the consternation of its earnest 


eral breaches had 
defenders.® 


The establishment of Universalism as an organized church begins with 
the ministry of Rev. John Murray and his call by the Rellyans of Gloucester. 
This eloquent preacher of universal redemption was born in Alton, Hampshire, 
England, on December 10, 1741 (0.S.) of very Calvinist parents.9 When he 
was ll years old, his family moved to Cork, Ireland, before long moved to 
another town, and shortly thereafter joined the Methodist society there. 

The following year young Murray was appointed by John Wesley as leader of 

a class of forty boys, and when he was 16, he was confirmed into the Church 
of England. It was probably within a year that his father died and that 
John Murray, without benefit of counsel, won a legal suit to recover part 

of his mother's patrimony. Very shortly after his father's death, John 
Murray went to live with a well-to-do family by the name of Little, who were 
close friends of the Murrays and with whose younger son, lately deceased of 
a malignant fever, he had formed an intimate friendship. But within a year, 
due to the envious slander of Mr. Little's relatives who feared that Mr. 
Little would make him his heir, so many misunderstandings arose that he de- 
cided to leave Ireland and go to London. Being compelled to stay over in 
Cork, he met Rev. George Whitefield, a Calvinistic Methodist who impressed 
him greatly and with whose teachings he agreed since at this time he still 
adhered to the Calvinism of his parents.4 


1. Eddy, History of Universalism, p. 386; Rev. Emerson Davis; Siva 
Congregational Pastors of New England, V, p. 236; I, pp. '12+.15; Lyppeee 
155) Veep 20S) 2064) 420-21 and Lyman Simpson Hayes, History of Town of 
Rockingham, Vermont, 1753-1907, pp. 126, 129. . oa 

2. Fora list of works condemning Universalism, cf. "Bibliography" 
in Richard Eddy, D.D., Universalism in America, A History, il, pps Aas 

oy) Murray.,” bite pper ee ok ee 

4.  ddadi sn pp. 1S Bie Sys. 03-56, 62-64, 67-70, 78, 87-88. 


Origin 


For a year after his arrival in London (ca. 1759) Murray lived a gay 
life and frittered away the money given him by Mr. Little, until becoming 
destitute, he came to his senses, attended the Rev. Mr. Whitefield's taber- 
nacle, and later joined a Baptist society. It was at the meetings of this 
society that Murray met Eliza Neale whom he married 18 months later in spite 
of her grandfather's objections.1 It was shortly after his marriage that _ 
Murray was asked to "rescue a brand from the burning," a young woman who had 
left the Rev. Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle to follow Rev. James Relly, but he 
was confounded by the iogic of her argument.© His feelings of the inadequacy 
of Mr. Mason's polemic against Union by Rev. James Relly was confirmed a few 
months later when he came across a copy of Relly's work in the library of 
his wife's uncle. After several months of reading and re-reading Relly's 
Union and the Bible, and listening to the Rev. Mr. Relly's preaching, the 
Murrays were converted to Universalism, or Rellyanism as it was then called, 
‘and were subsequently excommunicated from the Rev. Mr. Whitefield's congre- 
gation. Then the misfortunes of Job came upon Mr. Murray: the woman, 
whom he had recommended. as a servant for his newly-reconciled grandfather- 
in-law, alienated the latter's affections; former religious associates not 
only ostracized him but sued him for sums originally given him as presents; 
his only child, a son, lived only a year; and final calamity -- his wife 
quickly sickened of tuberculosis died. Overwhelmed by the loss of his wife 
and child, Mr. Murray's health suffered,-- he almost lost his sight,-~- and 
he became so apathetic that his business declined, his debts accumulated, 
and his creditors finally had him committed to a "spunging house" whence 
he was rescued by his brother-in-law, William Neale, who discharged his 
debts and secured a partnership in a mercantile house for him. 


Although Mr. Murray was able to pay off all his debts and his financial 
situation became comfortable, and though he was partially consoled by Mr. 
Relly's friendship, he continued to take no interest in any thing until he 
happened to encounter a visitor from the colonies whose account of the life 
there convinced him that there was a place where he could live in solitude. 
Thus it came to pass that he set sail on the brig, Hand-in-~Hand, from 
Grove's End, London, on July 21, 1770. The ship reached Philadelphia in 
September, but the enforcement of the non-importation agreement among the 
colonial merchants was so effective that the master had to try his luck in 
New York. On the way thither the ship went aground in a dense fog .in 
Cranberry Inlet opposite Good Luck, N. J. S While seeking provisions for 
the crew of the sloop to which part of the Hand-in-Hand's cargo had been 
transferred, Mr. Murray met Thomas Potter who averred that Mr. Murray was 
the preacher he had been awaiting for several years and who prophesied 
that the wind which was preventing the sloop's sailing would not shift un- 
til Mr. Murray had preached in the meeting house he had erected. The 


Mecmibine pp, LOe-1d. 128, Tebsss° 

ere apia. Sop.’ 108-1). 184-36. 

B.° ibid.. pp. 141-42, 142-43, 144-49, 151-52. 
4 

5 


ee LbLa soppy 1D2-58, 153; 153-154, 154-58, 160, 164- 68) 170.71. 
Tia wepmive-74, 178,188 


Origin 


us it came to pass that on Sunday, September 


filled, and th , 
Ao sanaaplaaitn  se hed the doctrine of universal salvation 


30, 1770, John Murray first preac 
in America.t+ 


There followed 4 years of itinerant preaching up and down the ; 
Atlantic seaboard from Philadelphia to Portsmouth, N. He Abi Tips tes 
Murray was welcomed by the ministers and congregations of many churches 
because he did not openly avow his Restorationist ideas. But as soon as 
he began to speak more plainly and the meaning of his message became 
clear,-- while he made many scattered converts, -- he also aroused bitter 
opposition from most of the clergy who violently and unscrupulously at- 
tacked him.2 In fact, the feeling against him ran so high on one occasion 
that, while he was preaching in the Eleventh Congregational Church, also 
known as Croswell's Church, (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
Archives in Massachusetts) at the request of the proprietors, stones were 
thrown through the windows. To this primitive barrage he rejoined, "With 
your good leave, then, I pursue my subject, and while I have a ‘Thus saith 
the Lord! for every point of doctrine which I advance, not all the stones 
in Boston, except they stop my breath, shall shut my mouth, or arrest my 
testimony." Finally Mr. Murray arrived in Gloucester on November 3, 1774. 
There he found a small group of people who had already been converted to 
Universalism through reading James Relly's Union loaned to them about four 
years previously by an Englishman named Gregory.4 About a month later Mr. 
Murray returned to Gloucester where until 1793, with the exception of 
preaching trips to neighboring towns, he made his home. The First Parish 
meeting house was closed to him in January of 1775, but he continued to 
hold services in the homes of his adherents until his appointment on May — 
24, as chaplain to the Rhode Island brigade by Colonel James M. Varnum, an 
appointment confirmed by George Washington on September 17. Illness forced 
him to leave the army after 8 months' service, and he returned to Gloucester 
where he resumed his preaching and became the object of bitter persecution.9 
This persecution took the form of threatened mob action, of attempted ex- 
pulsion for vagrancy, of malicious libels, of insulting interrogations by 
the local committee of correspondence, and of a town meeting vote of 54 to 
8 requiring his departure, but all this personal attack ceased upon publi- 
cation of a testimonial dated May 27, 1777, and signed by Major-General 


1. Ibid., pp. 184, 186-88, 194, 

as Lpad.y pp, 108-276. 6?) Hosea Ballou, 2nd, "Dogmatic and Religious 
History of Universalism" in Universalist Quarterly and General Review, V, 
(1848), p. 791. Hag 

Oe ULDLOD, pp.) 264-85: 

£5 stp peek 6. 

O. | -EDIGS Pp wee 7.) 2912 295, 2044 


Origin 


Nathaniel iewanel> 


From February to September, 1778, a series of meetings of the First 
Parish Church, Gloucester, (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives 
in Massachusetts) culminated in a vote of suspension of 15 of Mr, Murray's 
adherents who thereupon proceeded to the organization of a separate society. 
And on January 1, 1779, 61 versons signed the Association of the Independent 
Church of Christ stating, "As therefore it has pleased God to make us ac- 
quainted with the voice of the good sheperd, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great sheperd and bishop of souls; we cannot from henceforth follow the 
voice of a stranger; nor even given attention to such who are unacquainted 
with the Savior of the works. . . As an independent church of Christ thus 
bound together by the words of love, and meeting together in his name; we 
mutually agree to receive as our Minister, .. . our friend and christian 
brother John Murray; .. . But should he at any time preach any other 
gospel, than that we have received, we will not wish him Godspeed, but 
consider him a stranger." The steady increase in members necessitated the 
building of a house of worship, and on Christmas Day of 1780 the Rev. Mr 
Murray preached the dedicatory sermon in the first organized Universalist 
church in America (see entry 44) .% 


Shortly after this dedication began a series of legal actions which 
culminated in a suit whose outcome was one of the most significant mile- 
stones on the road to religious freedom and the separation of church and 
state. During 1781 the assessors of the First Parish claimed that the 
Universalists were still liable to taxation for the support of the 
Congregational ministry. The Universalists denied the claim, contending 
that the Bill of Rights of the Constitution of Massachusetts exempted 
them therefrom: "All religious societies shall, at all times, have the 
exclusive right of electing their public teachers, and of contracting 
with them for their support and maintenance. And all moneys paid by 
the subject for the support of public worship, shall, if he require 
it, be uniformly applied to the public teacher or teachers, of his own 
religious sect or denomination, provided there be any one whose instruc- 
tion he attends."5 To this the assessors countered that this provision 
did not apply, since "the congregation of Mr. Murray was not a 
Religious Society, or if it was, it had no Incorporation; nor was Mr. 
Murray a Teacher of Religion, or if so, he was not an Ordained Minister."4 


1. Richard Eddy, D.D., Universalism in Gloucester, Massachusetts, an 


of Rev. John Murray in that Town, delivered in the Independent Christian 
Church November 3, 1874, pp. 16-18, 107-10. The original letter by Ma jor- 
General Nathaniel Greene is in the possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in the custody of Prof. 
Alfred Storer Cole, librarian. 

2. Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, pp. 19, 20, 154+56. 

3, Ibid., pp. 21-22; Commonwealth of Massachusetts, General Court, 
Constitution of Massachusetts, Part I, Article 5. 

4. Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, p. 22. 


Origin 


The Universalists could have evaded the assessors’ attempts to collect the 
taxes by applying to the legislature for an act of incorporation. This” 
nrocedure they rejected on the grounds that "Providence has so ordered it, 
that we should in the first instance be called upnon to contend for those 
religious liberties preserved by our excelient Constitution. ss We should 
feel ourselves very unhappy if there was no other security in these matters 
than acts of legislation, which might be repealed at any time when a par- 


ticular party should prevail.° 


In 1782 the assessors of the First Parish seized the goods of three 
members of the Universalist society, and lodged another, Willian Pearce, in 
the Salem jail for his resistance. Failing to recover their goods by re~ 
plevin, the society instituted a suit against the assessors. The suit was 
withdrawn because it was not tenable in that form. In order to be sustained 
in court, such a suit had to be brought in the name of the religious teacner 
from whom the money had been diverted. This the Rev. Mr. Murray was ex- 
tremely reluctant to do, since to accept money for preaching the gospel was 
contrary to his principles; but finally he was persuaded to allow his name 
to be used, and the suit was formally instituted in 1783. With Hon. Rufus 
King, and later Judges James Sullivan and William Tudor, as counsel, the 
case was carried through appeals, to the trial in June 1785, in which the 
jury gave the verdict to the plaintiff in spite of the judges’ partisan 
summing up to the contrary. The First Parish demanded a review of the case, 
but the former verdict was sustained in June 1786. 


While exemption from the payment of church taxes had been granted by 
legislative enactment to Quakers in 1728 and to Anabaptists (or Anti- 
pedobaptists as they preferred to be called) in 1729,% this decision ex-— 
tended exemption from double taxation to members of differing Protestant 
(Christian) denominations or sects whether incorporated or not.“ Thus the 
Universalist societies in Massachusetts were freed from prosecution on 
this score.° And in fact the enactment in 1800 of a provision that the 


1. John Murray et al., "An Appeal to the Impartial Public" in Eddy, 
Universalism in Gloucester, p. 151. 

2. Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, vo. 23-26. 

5. Province Laws, 1728-29, ch. 4; 1729-30, ch. 6, 

4. Nathan Dane, LL.D., A General Abridgment and Digest of American 
Law, II, p. 330. Note that this decision rendered Jews, Hindoos, 
Mohammendans, and Roman Catholics still subject to the payment of taxes 
for the support of existing Parishes. 

5. This immunity was maintained by several judicial decisions until 
1810 in which year Judge Theophilus Parsons, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, reversed this decision by stating that a resident of a 
parish could divert church taxes only to a "public teacher i.e. a teacher 
of a "public" or incorporated religious society. cf. 6 Mass. Reports, 401. 


Origin 


selectmen, committee, or assessor of any town, district, parish or re- 
ligious society should pay to the public teacher of a designated religious 
denomination or sect the taxes of those certified by the public teacher 
and a certifying committee of the dissident society completely obviated 
any further conflict about this matter.t The final legal episode occurred 
in 1833 in which year, by virtue of legislative enactments of 1832 and 
1833, and of ratification by the electorate of November 1833, the state 
constitution was amended.“ This amendment repealed the previous power of 
the civil authority to assess and collect taxes from anyone for the support 
of the established "parishes" or other Protestant Christian societies re- 
Bardliess of his affiliation, or lack of it, with any other religious body. 
In the case of those religious bodies which were the "parishes" of their 
respective communities,° this resulted in a reorganization of the business 
structure of the church from the town to a "society," a body parallel to 
the church, an adjustment to a contract basis of. support, and the neces- 
sity for self-maintenance. This change followed the pattern which nearly 
ail the Universalist churches established prior to 1833 had adopted. The 
only exceptions had been the 11 societies which were the "parishes" of 
their towns. They were First Parish of Boxborough (see entry 43), 
Universalist Society (First Parish), Dunstable (see entry 41), Third 
Parish in Gloucester, Universalist (see entry 36), First Universalist 
Society, (Third, West, Parish) in the West Parish of Haverhill (see entry 
59), First (North) Parish in Malden, Universalist (see entry 31), First 
Universalist Society (First Parish) of Middleton (see entry 35), First 
Universalist Society (Proprietors of the Westerly Meetinghouse in 
Scituate) of Norwell (see entry 42), Second Universalist Society (Firs 
Congregational Parish & Society) of Orange (see entry 45), First Paris 
(Third Parish in Lynn), Universalist, in Saugus (see entry OS) eo First 
Parish (Second Parish), Universalist, in Stoughton, (see entry 40), and 
West Gloucester Universalist Church (Second Parish) (see entry 32) 
Other "parishes" which subsequently became Universalist were First 
Universalist Parish (Second Church in the Town of Norton) of Mansfield 
(see entry 37), Universalist Society (Second Parish in Lynn), Lynnfield 
(see entry 33), and First Universalist Society (First Parish) of North 
Reading (see entry 34). 


! 


While the suit of the Rev. Mr. Murray against the inhabitants of 
Gloucester was pending, other Universalist societies called an "associa- 
-‘tion" or conference in Oxford for September 14, 1785, to which was pres- 
ented as a model for consideration by the other societies a "Charter of 
Compact" adopted 8 days earlier by the Gloucester church. This charter 


ie Mascacnuselus Acts, 1000; cn.. 87> sec. 4.9)(ef. Ibad., 1811, ch. 
6, secs. 1-2. 

2. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, General Court, Senate Journal, 
1832; p. 295, and House Jourmal, 1832, p. 455; Massachusetts Acts, 1833, 
Cis. S6. : 

3. The word "parish'’as used in this context refers to the terri- 
torial parish within which the orthodox Congregational church was estao- 
lished (see "Explanatory Notes," p. 95, 
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set forth the organizational structure ahd procedures of the society and 
established its financial support by vyoluntary subscriptions for "support— 
ing a teacher or teachers of PIETY, RELIGION and MORALITY; the repairing 
of the public edifice; and the relief of voor and distressed brethen."1 


Another aspect of the persecution of the Universalists was the 
prosecution of the Rev. Mr. Murray for having illegally performed the 
marriage ceremony on the grounds that he was not a properly ordained 
minister in accordance with current usages; he was adjudged guilty and 
fined L50.° In ordér to avert future prosecutions recourse was had to 
the legislature which enacted on March 27, 1788, a resolve indemnifying 


him for all future cases.° 


Following the Rev. Mr. Murray's return from England whither he had 
gone to avoid further prosecution pending this legislative action on his 
petition and to visit his mother, he announced his engagement to Mrs. 
Judith Sargent Stevens, daughter of Winthrop Sargent, who was one of his 
most ardent supporters, and married her in October, 1788.° The following 
Christmas Day the Rev. Mr. Murray was reordained with careful formality so 
that no critic could question the fact of his ordination.4 Because of 
another suit brought against the Rev. Mr. Murray, the society applied for 
an act of incorporation which was granted on June 28, 1792, to Winthrop 
Sargent and 50 others whose names were appended to the petition under the 
name, "The Independent Christian Church in Gloucester."9° Finally, having 
failed to secure a suitable supply for the Church of God, commonly called 
Universalist, in Boston (see entry 47) and realizing the need for a well- 
established centre of Universalism there, the Rev. Mr. Murray himself ac- 
cepted the call and was installed as pastor by the deacons of the church 
on October 23, 1793.6 There he remained as pastor, though bed-ridden as 
the result of a shock on October 19; 1809, to the end of his life on 
September 3, 1815.7 


Organizational Growth 


During the last quarter of, the 18th century Universalist congregations 
began to be organized and churches erected in other towns of Massachusetts 
and New England. As early as 1775 Isaac Davis, M. D., of Somers, 
Connecticut, had converted residents of Oxford, Massachusetts, to 
Universalism, but it was not until 1785 after several years of meetings 
under the leadership of Revs. Caleb Rich and Adams Streeter, that the 


1. Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, pp. 27-28, 185—88.. 

«. Murray, Life, pp. 312-17, cf. Massachusetts Resolves, 1787, chau? 
oO Murray Lite; pp. S13, S21: Eddy , Universalism in Gloucester, p. 29. 
ay Lhe ys, Dpese9=s0. 2791-94 | 

So. Ibid., pp. 31-32, 198-200; Massachusetts Special Laws, 1792, ch. 18. 
6. Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, p. 33. 

7. Murray; Life; pi 333. 
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Second Religious Society in Oxford (see entry 48), was formally organ- 
ized.l During 1778 and 1779 Rev. Caleb Rich was also the means of con- 
verting residents of Warwick, Mass., and of Jaffrey and Richmond, New 
Hampshire, and of the organization of the United Society of Warwick, 
Richmond, and Jaffrey (see entry 62, and forthcoming Inventory of 
Universalist Archives in n New Hampshire) . & Ane.) Ihe ky oo, congregations 
were formed in Boston (see entry 47), and Milford (see entry 46),’ the 
former through the preaching of Revs. John Murray and Adams Streeter, 

and the latter through that of the Rev. Mr. Streeter.° In the rest of 
New England Rev. Noah Parker was instrumental in the organization of the 
society at Portsmouth, New Hampshire (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Universalist Archives in New Hampshire), in 1778,4 while the congregation 
at Providence, Rhode Island (see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist 
Archives in Rhode Island), was gathered by the preaching | of Revs. Mr. Murray ,. 
Adams Streeter, and Elhanan Winchester, and formally organized in 1785. 5 
Elsewhere an important development of Universalism occurred in Philadelphia, 
where Rev. Elhanan Winchester was the storm center. The Rev. Mr. 
Winchester first became aware of Universalism through reading Siegvolk's 
The Everlasting Gospel while travelling from South Carolina to his home in 
Brookline in 1774, but it was not until 5 years later while rereading this 
book on a similar journey that he began to believe its thesis. Within 2 
years of being installed as pastor of the’ Baptist Church in Philadelphia 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Pennsylvania), in the 
fall of 1779, he became completely convinced of the salvation of all men 
through a study of Sir George Stonehouse's The Restitution of All Things. 
Following his dismissal in 1781, the Rev. Mr. Winchester conducted serv- 
ices for a small following in the hall of the University of Pennsylvania 
until 1785, in which year Anthony Cuthbert and Abraham Collins purchased 
the Free Mason's lodge on behalf of the Society of Universal Baptists 

(see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist Archives in Pennsylvania). 


This meeting house was the scene of the Philadelphia Convention held 
at the instigation of the Universalists in Philadelphia from May 25 to 
June 8 of 1790. It was attended by 17 persons, of whom 7 were preachers, 
representing 7 churches: Boston and Gloucester, Massachusetts; Frederick 
County, Virginia; Cohansey, and Pilesgrove and Pennsneck, New Jersey; 
and Philadelphia and New Britian, Pennsylvania. ’ With the election of 


. ddy, Universalism in America, 1, pp. 165-67, 170. 
A ofa a ER a eran By 
Pa DL Os) A UDO G45 01 2. 
ibid., pp. 164-65. 
DG. Die abeOgu 267-,. 2O9—LO. 
SLE ODM. 3s) Dts LO 04. GOD 
Ibid., pp. 294-96; cf. Convention Book, which, according to its 
fly leaf, “Contains the Minutes and transactions of the Convention Holding 
and Believing the Salvation of All Men in and through Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
met in Philadelphia May 25, 1790, as likewise some circumstances which 
brought about such meeting," and which is in the possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford. 
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Rev. William Worth as moderator and Rev. Artis Seagrove as elerk,+ the 
convention proceeded to adopt articles of faith, plan of church government , 
and several "recommendations" or resolutions. The articles of faith set 
forth their beliefs with respect to the Supreme Being, the Mediator, the 
Holy Ghost, the Holy Scriptures, and good works. The plan of church 
government defined the nature of a church and its powers and functions, 
described the two classes of church officers, ministers and deacons, 

their duties and method of ordination and appointment, and established 
general provisions for divine worship, ordinances, admission, and expul- 
sion of members, marriage, the instruction of children, and a national 
convention.* The sections entitled "Of a Church" and "Of the Communion 

of Churches" explicitly launched the new denomination into the main stream 
of strictly congregational polity traditional in New England by stating, 
"Rach church possesses within itself all the powers of self-government. "° 
The "recommendations" or resolutions dealt with war, litigation, slavery, 
oaths, and submission to government .© Despite the fact that the Rellyan 
viewpoint as represented by the Rev. Mr. Murray ana a few others was that 
of a minority, it prevailed in determining the phraseology of the articles, 
plan, and recommendations and was most marked in the sections dealing with 
ordinances and slavery.’ 


In response to the call of 1792 for the annual convention in 
Philadelphia, the Boston church suggested that the churches of New England 
and New York should form a separate convention but exchange letters and 
information with the other conventions. This proposal was carried out the 
next year, and on September 4, 1793, a "General Convention of the Universal 
Churches and Societies in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Connecticut, and New York" (see entry 1) was held in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. While no records have been preserved, the convention did 
issue a circular letter to 36 places throughout New England. The follow- 
ing year this list of places were increased by 38 names. It was at the 
New England Convention of 1794, also held at Oxford, Massachusetts, that 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, I, Dp. 294-96. 
2. The articles of faith, plan of church government, and the recom- 
mendations have been reprinted in the appendix to Emerson Hugh Lalone. And 
Dhy Neighbor as Thyself, pp. 103-8. 

3. For a discussion of the articles of faith, See pp. 20, 28-29. 

4. Eddy, Universalism in America, I, pp. 297-301. 

5. Lalone, op. cit., pp. 104, 107. For further discussion of the 
congregational polity of the denomination, see pp. 15-16, 27-29. 

6. These resolutions will be discussed in the section dealing with 
the social ethic of the Universalist church (see p. 42) 

7. Eddy, Universalism invAmerica, "1 ; De ORs 

S. Poids) py. Coge-bo 141 Bano. 
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the articles of faith and the plan of church government formulated at the 
Philadelphia Convention were adopted and recommended for compliance by the 
affiliated societies. Other noteworthy items of business transacted at 

this convention were the selection of a committee to draft a simple state- 
ment of Universalism for use in the instruction of children and the appoint- 
ment of Elders Michael Coffin and Joab Young as missionaries. i 


The New England Convention of 1800 contravened the Philadelphia Conven- 
tion's plan of church government, which left the matters of preaching license, 
fellowship, ordination, and discipline with the individual churches, by as-_ 
suming concurrent authority in such matters. A pressing need for uniformity 
in the procedures of fellowship and ordination which was resolved by the 
Profession of Faith and Plan of General Association adopted by the New England 
Convention of 1803 held in Winchester, New Hampshire, is to be found in the 
situation confronting the Vermont Universalists. In that state the provision 
exempting persons from taxation for the support of religious societies other 
than his own was changed in 1801 from the presentation of a certificate "signed 
by some Minister of the Gospel, Deacon, Elder, Moderator, or Clerk of the 
Church, Congregation, Sect, or Denomination to which he belongs .. . which 
certificate shall make known the person procuring the same to be of the re- 
ligious opinion or sentiment of the signer thereof, and to what Sect or de- 
nomination of Christians he belongs," to the filing with the clerk of the town 
or parish a signed declaration: 


"T do not agree in religious opinion with a majority of the 
inhabitants of this town (or parish, as the case may pe). 


The observance of such a law required the adoption of an exclusive declara- 
tion of faith. This was accomplished by the adoption of the second article 
of the Profession of Belief,-- 


"We believe that there is one God, whose nature is Love, 
revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of 
Grace, who will finally restore the whole family of man- 
kind to holiness and happiness." 


and the inclusion in the third article of 


". . . we do hereby declare that we continue to consider 
ourselves and our associated fellowship, a denomination. 
of Christians distinct and separate from those who do not 
approve the whole of this Profession of Belief, as ex- 
pressed in the three above Articles."4 


. Eddy; Universalism in America, I;-pp. 431-33. 

pe Tbid's, pps595-36. | 
Marmont wuews: 2797 chy Sh. gece sts LEO] wichy 1) sec. 2. 
. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 49-50. 
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Because by Vermont law a section of land, known as TUES Ee ee aria ts,. 
was set avart for the benefit of the first-settled ordained minister in ee, 
the importance of a recognized, uniform mode of ordination be- 

Such was particularly the case since certificates of ordi- 

and since conformity to some rule established by 

by custom, if not 

e Moreover, the 


any town, 
cones obvious. 
nation were mandatory, ; 
the denomination to which the minister belonged was made 


by law, the criterion of the validity of the certificate. 
legal authority to perform the marriage ceremony was conferred only upon 
ordained ministers, and their jurisdiction was diminished from the county 
to the town in which they lived.’ The action of the convention in adopting 
the plan of the general association and in specifying as one of the items 


of business properly before it, 


"To examine into the qualifications of ministers, 
preechers, or other individuals who appear (as) 
candidates for the fellowship of the Association, and 
give or withhold that fellowship, as may appear best.” 


and in stating that 


"Ordinations during the recess of the Convention shall 
be conducted as heretofore, at such times and in such 
places and manner as attendant circumstances and good 
order may require. a 


apparently satisfied the needs of the Vermont ministers, for the Rev. 
Walter Feriss of that state was the author of these provisions.# 


The following year (1804) the title of the convention was changed to 
the "General Convention of the New England States and others"; and with the 
discontinuance of the Philadelphia Convention in 1809, this organization be- 
came the sole general conference of the denomination.° The concurrent, and 
sometimes conflicting, authority of the general convention and the local 
societies and associations created embarrassments in the matters of the 
fellowshipning and discipline of ministers. This discussion of the juris- 
diction and power of the General Convention continued for 30 years but fi- 
nally adequate powers were delegated to the convention in a revised consti- 
tution which was adopted in 1866. In the same year the convention was in- 
corporated as the Universalist General Convention. ” 


i, The Public Laws of Vermont, 1933, ch. 145, secs. 3374-76; ‘chu 140m 
5006. 
ae. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 44-45. 
3. Vermont Laws, 1797, ch. 24, sec. 2; 1800, ch. 1, sec. 4, 
4. Hddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 52-53, 56-58. For the full 
text of the Profession of Belief and Plan of the General Association, com- 
monly known as the Winchester Profession; cf. Lbidz, pp: 48-54) 

Oo. Eddy, Uniyersalism in America, II, vp. 64-65, 121. 

GC. Lbidw). op. S45-464 

7. Ibid., pp. 347-53. For further details of history of the 
Universalist General Convention, pee entry. 2s 
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A further revision of the constitution was adopted by the General 
Convention of 1870. This revision not only omitted the traditional 
"liberty clause" but also enacted certain provisions which considerably 
modified, or even abolished, the congregational polity of the denomina- 
tion.t The Philadelphia Convention of 1790 had adopted as a part of its 
"Plan of Church Government" the following: 


"Hach church reserves to itself full and exclusive 

power to judge of all matters relating to faith and 
practice (as established by our articles) among its 
own members. "© 


Also the Winchester Convention of 1803 adopted the following statement or 
MPiberty clause:" 


"Yet while we, as an Association, adopt a general 
'Profession of Belief' and 'Plan of Church 
Government ,' we leave it to the several Churches 

and Societies, or to smaller associations of 
churches, if such should be found, within the limits 
of our General Association to continue or adopt 
within themselves, such more particular articles of 
faith, or modes of discipline, as may appear to them 
best under their particular circumstances, provided 
they do not disagree with our general ‘Profession’ 
end "Plan". : 


"And while we consider that every Church possesses 
within itself all the powers of self-govermment, we 
earnestly and affectionately recommend it to every 
Church, Society, or particular Association, to ex- 
ercise the spirit of Christian meekness and charity 
towards those who have different modes of faith or 
practice, that where the brethren cannot see alike, 
they may agree to differ; and let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind,.""9 


These provisions are in startling contrast to those adopted by the con- 
vention of 1870. Having stated that the. condition of fellowship was to 
be the adherence to the three articles of the Winchester Profession with- 
out the “liberty clause", the constitution, adopted in 1870 ,4 continued 


x 
ere een S) ak Tena ee armor earn neem ee 


ene eee wes rene yet 


. Cf. discussion of the loss and regaining of the “liberty clause", 
pp. 27-29. 

Pemcualone, Op. Czt.; “ps LO’ 

ve mady, Universalism in America, II, p. 50. : 

4, Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1870, p. 62. 
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with the following sections: 


"Ryery State Convention, to be entitled to fellowship, 
shall be organized in conformity with the laws of the 
General Convention, and shall fully comply with the 


conditions it prescribes. 


"Any number of persons of good moral character, ac-— 
knowledging the authority of the General Convention, 
and associating for religious improvement and the 
support of public worship on the basis of the 
Winchester Confession, and of the terms of fellowship 
which the General Convention has vrescribed, shall be 
recognized as a Parish in the Universalist Church. 


"Eyery parish, when practicable, shall be incorporated 
under the laws of the State in which it exists, con- 
forming in its organization to the plans prescribed by 
the General Convention, so far as the local statutes 
will permit; but ecclesiastically, it must harmonize 
with the laws of the General Convention."1 


If the Rev. I. D. Williamson, in reporting as chairman of the committee 

on the state of the church to the General Convention of 1858, was justi- 
fied in terming the weak and ineffectual efforts to secure uniformity of 
conditions of fellowshiv and of the bases of discipline of the preceding 

20 years as a departure from purely congregational polity ,* what conclu- 
sion can be drawn from the exclusive and mandatory phraseology of these 
sections other than that from 1870 to 1899, the pveriod when the “liberty 
clause" was not in effect, the Universalists suffered a drastic modifica- 
tion, if not the complete loss, of their traditional congregational polity. 


Perhaps it was well that a project capable of capturing the imagina- 
tion and enthusiasm of the whole of the denomination very shortly came be- 
fore the General Convention. As early as 1868 plans for a fitting cele- 
bration of the one hundredth anniversary of the first sermon vreached by 
the Rev. John Murray in America were laid, and at the following conven- 
tion held in Buffalo, New York, the Centenary Committee gave a detailed 
report, recommending that all denominational institutions pay their debts 
and outstanding obligations, that existing churches be enlarged and beau- 
tified and new ones erected, that existing educational institutions be 


1. Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1870, vp. 59-60. 
2. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 351. For further discus- 
Sion of the "liberty clause" cf. DPa 27-20 
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more fully endowed and’others established, that missionary, Sunday School, 
and relief funds be generously increased, that a publication fund be 
founded, and that a special memorial offering of two hundred thousand 
dollars, to be known as the Murray Centenary Fund, be raised. The com- 
mittee further recommended that mass meetings be held by local associa- 
tions and state conventions, and special meetings be held in Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Cincinnati, to further these recommenda- 
tions and properly celebrate this anniversary. 


To help in raising the Murray Centenary Fund of two hundred thousand 
dollars, which was to be used “in the aid of theological students, the 
distribution of Universalist literature, church.extention, and missionary 
cause," a number of women present at the General Convention of 1869 or- 
ganized the Women's Centenary Aid’Association (see entry 3). Branches 
were organized in 22 states and the District of Columbia,-- in all nearly 
15,000 women became members,-- and thirty-five thousand dollars was con- 
tributed to the Murray Fund. The association was reorganized in 1871 to 
become the Women's Centenary Association which was incorporated in the 
District of Columbia in 1873 for the following purposes; to assist weak 
parishes, foster Sunday Schools, help educate worthy young women students 
for the ministry, relieve the needs of disabied preachers, ministers' 
widows and orphans, distribute denominational literature, and do bot 
home and foreign missionary work. In spite of considerable opposition 
from many ministers and laymen, the association prospered and made signal 
contributions to the work of the Universalist church. By 1886, the as- 
sociation had grown so large that its simple national structure had be- 
come unwiedly and it was reorganized with state and local societies. It 
was for this reason that the Women's Universalist Missionary Society in 
Massachusetts (see entry 21) was organized. and chartered on January 8, 
1886.° Then in 1905 the title of the national organization was changed 
to the Women's National Missionary Association of the Universalist Church, 4 
and again in 1939 to the Association of Universalist Women. 


During the first half of the nineteenth century several associations 
of the societies existing in Massachusetts were organized: the Gloucester 
Conference (see entry 18) in 1811, the Southern Association of Universalists 
(see entry Ke) liye 1816, the Massachusetts societies of which reorganized as 
the Union Assuciation of Universalists (see entry 10) in 1834, the Old 
Colony Association of Universalists (see entry 12) and the Providence 
Association (see entry 11) in 1827, the Boston Association of Universalists 
(see entry 13) in 1829, the Barnstable County Conference of Universalists 
(see entry 14) in 1838, the Winchester Association of Universalists (see 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 353-60. A total of 
$948,537 was raised for the various purposes recommended by the Centenary 
Committee. , Ce 

2. Ella E, Manning, In the Beginning, pp. 1-4, ff. ef. entry 5. 
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entry 15) in 1839, and the Norfolk County Association oF Universalists 
(see entry To) tm 247. 1 On the initiative of the Boston Association of 
Universalists the first steps toward the formation of a Massachusetts 
state convention were taken in 1832, and 2 years later the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention (see entry 9) was organized. After eigenen the 
powers of conferring fellowship and imposing discipline for 8 years, it 
eupeendeced these powers to the several associations in 1842. In 1845 ef- 
forts to adopt a new constitution were frustrated and did not come to 
fruition until 1859.© Meanwhile two other state-wide denominational or- 
ganizations had been formed, the Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath School 
Association (see entry 22) organized in 1837 and the Massachusetts 
Universalist Home Missionary Society (see entry 20) incorporated in 1851, 3 
It was through conference between the officers of these two organizations 
and those of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, beginning probably 
in 1857, that effective steps for the reorganization were taken. Finally 
in 1859 the Massachusetts Universalist Convention was reorganized, with 
the Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath School Association and the 
Massachusetts Universalist Home Missionary Society merging with and be-. 
coming departments of the convent tion, 4 and subsequently incorporated. 5 
With this reorganization the local associations and conferences became 
"nurely voluntary grouovings of local churches for mutual encouragement 
and a better understanding of the work of the church," with no part what— 
soever in the business of either the General or Massachusetts Conventions. 


Theological Development 


Universalism in America as a theological system has its origin in 
the thought of Rev. James Relly as interpreted by Rév. John Murray Ac- 
cording to this view, all men, personified by Adam, sinned with him. 
Christ, as man, was equally a participant in that sin and was justly pun- 
ished for it, and the human race, because of this "Union" with Christ, 
really suffered in him all the penalty that he endured, and thus fully 
satisfied justice. Therefore, there was no more punishment due for sje lB 
for Christ had effected a complete and finished justification of the whole 
world. When @ man believes this, he is freed from all sense of guilt; and 
until he does, he is, whether in this world or in another, under the con- 
demnation of unbelief and darkness. The sufferings that still follow Vrage= 
gression are only its necessary consequence. The few who are elected to 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 381, For the history of a 
these associations, see their respective entries. 
- Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 381-82. 
Massachusetts Special Laws, 1851, ch. 168 
Hddy , Universalism in America, apes 
- Massachusetts Special Laws , 1859, Chis. ‘66% 
Leroy W ~ Coons, DD., Letter, dated January 26, 1939, in possession 
of eetoricas Records Survey of Mas sachusetts, Boston. ; 
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become aware of the truth in this life go into Paradise immediately at 
death; the rest, who die in unbelief, depart into darkness where they 
remain under terrible apprehensions of God's wrath until they are en- 
lightened. Some will believe and be delivered from their darkness in the 
intermediate state. The others will have to await the judgment at which 
time Christ will receive all mankind into heaver.! The evidence at hand 
shows that the Rev. Mr. Murray believed in universal redemption and not 
in universal salvation except in so far as the latter pvhrase denoted 
salvation from fear of the wrath of God.@ Accepting the words of St. 
John the Baptist, "He that cometh after me is mightier than I; I, indeed, 
baptize you with water unto repentence, but he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire," the Rev. Mr. Murray rejected baptism by water. 
As to the Lord's Supper, he states his belief in this ordinance as "a 
very expressive emblem of the salvation of the human family in Christ 
Jesus."5 


In a pamphlet entitled Some Hints relative to the Forming of a 
Christian Church - to the right understanding of the Scriptures as the 
only Rule given by the Great Head of the Church for the direction thereof - 
to the rectifying of a few Mistakes respecting some Doctrines provagated 
under the Christian Name, Concluding with the Character of a Consistent 
against several "errors" which were preached by certain individuals.4 
One of these individuals was Rev. Caleb Rich who not only believed in the 
salvation of all men,-- "that the first Adam, and every individual of his 
posterity, from the beginning of the world to the end, did as truly and 
positively pass with and in Christ from death to life, and became heirs 
of the inheritance,"-- but also that all the evil consequences of sin 
were confined to the present life. This latter point he argued from the 
ground that man was first created in Christ Jesus, and then formed of the 
dust; and thet only as he stood related to the earth of Adam, did he sin. 
Hence sin "originated solely in the flesh and blood, and ended with the 
same," and "as pure metals were the same before being separated from the 
earth or dross as afterwards," so "the spirit, being of heavenly origin, 
remained pure though blended with carnal yodies."° 


Rev. Abel C. Sarjent also denied that there would be any punishment 
for sin after death.© On the other hand, Rev. Elhanan Winchester con- 


tended that though unbelievers would be punished by physical torments of 
greater or lesser duration and intensity depending on the obstinacy of 


their unbelief, yet all, even the fallen angels and devils, would come to 
believe and be saved.” ; 


. Eddy, Universalism in America, I, pp. 152, 155. ef. Ibid., pp. 


p. 159-60. 
te0 se PDs) 109-603 cf. p.. 365. 
Pp 
ae) 


~ 009; 364-79. 
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Ibid., pp. 401-6, 412-17. 
Ibid. , pp. 240-50. 
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The first denominational declaration of faith was adopted by the 
Philadelphia Convention of 1790. This convention was convened at the in- 


stigation of the Philadelphia society. 


"in order to agree on some general sentiment and form 
of church discipline which should have a tendency to 
unite us more in the bonds of love and uniformity, and 
prove more to our edification and the declarative glory 


of Goa. "1 
During a session of 15 days, the convention adopted the following: 
Articles of Faith 


Sect. 1. Of the HOLY SCRIPTURES.--We believe the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to contain a 
revelation of the verfections and will of God, and the 
rule of faith and practice. 


Sect. 2. Of the SUPREME BEING.--We believe in ONE GOD, 
infinite in all his perfections; and that these perfec-— 
tions are all modifications of infinite, adorable, in- 
comprehensible, and unchangeable love. 


Sect. 3. Of the MEDIATOR.--We believe that there is 

ONE MEDIATOR between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 
in whom dwelleth all the fullness of the God head bodily; 
who, by giving himself a ransom for all, hath redeemed 
them to God by his blood; and who, by the merit of his 
death, and the efficacy of his Spirit, will finally re- 
store the whole human race to happiness. 


Sect. 4. Of the HOLY GHOST.--We believe in the HOLY 
GHOST, whose office it is to make known to sinners the 
truth of their salvation, through the medium of the 
Holy Scriptures, and to reconcile the hearts of the 
children of men to God, and thereby to dispose them to 
genuine holiness, 


Sect. 5. Of GOOD WORKS.--We believe in the obligation 
of the moral law, as the rule of life; and we hold that 
the love of God manifest to man ina peicenee is the 
best means of producing obedience to that law, and vro- 
moting a holy, active, and useful life.2 


a eins Universalism in America, I, p. 294. 
&. Ibid., pp. 297-98. 
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Although the Rev. Mr. Murray and the other Rellyans of Gloucester and 
Philadelphia were in a minority, the phraseology of some of the articles 
reflects their viewpoint. This is partictlarly evident in the section, 
"Of the Mediator," which, in setting forth the Trinitarian conception of 
salvation to which Universalists at this time subscribed, makes use of the 
phrase, “who, by giving himself a ransom for all, hath redeemed them to 
God by his blood," which echoes his belief in universal redemption. 


The Winchester (N.H.) Convention of 1803 restated the Universalist 
faith as follows: 


Article the First. 
"We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the 01d and 
New Testaments contain a revelation of the character 
of God, and of the duty, interest and final destina- 
tion of mankind." 


Article the Second. 
"We believe that there is one God, whose nature is 
love, revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by one Holy 
Spirit of Grace, who will finally restore the whole 
family of mankind to holiness and happiness." 


Article the Third. 
"We believe that holiness and true happiness are in- 
separably connected, and that believers ought to be 
careful to maintain order and practice good works for 
these things are good and profitable unto men."1l 


This "Profession of Belief" not only condensed the five articles of the 
Philadelphia Convention of 1790, but, by omitting much of the wording of 
the article, "Of the Mediator," revealed a shift away from the Rellyan 
and Trinitarian views that it contained. 


A turning point in the development of Universalist theology came 


Ce ee SD SND 


Ballou. In this book appears the first refutation by an American of the 
doctrine of the Trinity and vicarious atonement.° The Rev. Mr.-Ballou's 
method was hypothetically to assume the premise of his opponents and to 
expose the inconsistencies inherent in a logical extension of the concept. 
Having thus disposed of these beliefs, he proceeds to an exposition of 
atonement as the reconciliation of man to God, of sin as finite, and of 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 48-49. 
Ae  Lalone, op. cit., p. 104. 
oe nady,, Universalism in America, II, p. 87. 
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punishment for sin as a consequence of transgression and limited to this 


life: 


Since the question.of punishment for sin, whether in this life only | 
or also for a longer or shorter period in ‘the life hereafter was the crux 
of the controversies with Rev. Edward Turner and later with the 
Restorationists, to follow the Rev. Hr. Ballou's opinions on this point 
will be fruitful. In his Treatise on Atonement (1805) he clearly denies 


any punishment after death. 


"The doctrine of punishment after death has, by many able 
writers, been contended for, some of whom have argued 
such punishment to be endless, others limited. But 

it appears to me that they have taken wrong grounds 

who have endeavored to support the latter, as well as 
those who have labored to prove the former. .. The 
punishment, or sufferings, which we endure, in con- 
sequence of sin, is not a dispensation of any penal 

law, but of the law of necessity, in which law, as 

long as a cause continues, it produces its effects. . . 
So, in order to prove that a man will be miserable, 
after this mortal life is ended, it must first be 

proved that he will sin in the next state of existence!'® 


"The effects of sin, as sin, are not endless, but 
limited to the state in which it is committed."® 


A reversal of opinion became manifest when there appeared in the 
Gospel Vistant of March, 1812, an article by the Rev. Mr. Ballou on the 
subject, "On Christ's Preaching to the Spirits in Prison." This paper 
had been suggested to the Rev. Mr. Ballou by Rev. Russell Streeter* and 
had originally been presented at a meeting of the Gloucester Conference 
(see entry 18) on November 27, 1811.° In discussing verses 18 to 20 of 


ae eee oe Sis A Hd ROAR eo eee nn ng remnerenncrante re rnt ntn tent prneirnneentreeneretae 
1. Eddy,’ Universalism in America; 1, pp. 171-73; 11, pp.- 87-1008 
2. Hosea Ballou} A Treatise on Atonement; in which the finite na- 
ture of Sin is argued, its causes and consequences as such; the necessity 
and nature of Atonement, and its glorious consequences in the final 
Reconciliation of All-Men to Holiness and Happiness, pp. viii-ix. 
re Faia 3 iy es PRN ee cP 
4, Thomas Whittemore, The Life of Rev. Hosea Ballou; with accounts 
of his writings, and biographical sketches of his seniors and contempo- 
raries in the Universalist Ministry, I, p. 366. 
ae Eddy, Universalism in America, LD, Ops wba Soe 
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the third chapter of the First Epistle according to St. Peter, he says,-- 


"These spirits in prison, to whom Christ preached, were 
disobedient when the long-suffering of God waited in 
he, days) OL Noah in a Im this eupjgect: jy. s.8 Lh is as 
plain and direct a contradiction of the commonly re- 
ceived opinion,-- that is, that there is no mercy to 

be communicated to those who die in unreconciliation to 
God, or in unbelief of the gospel,-- as can possibly 

be stated."1 


Although this paper was undoubtedly intended as a refutation of the dogma 
of eternal damnation, the inference may be drawn that at this time the Rev. 
Mr. Ballou believed in punishment after death.® 


For a few years public discussion of the subject subsided, but at the 
instigation of Rev. Jacob Wood of Shirley, Rev. Hosea Ballou entered into 
a discussion with Rev. Edward Turner of Charlestown, the latter, in ac- 
cordance with a personal predilection, taking the position that there was 
a future punishment .° The gist of the discussion, which was printed in 
the July and September (1817) issues of the revived Gosvel Visitant, may 
be gleaned from the Rev. Mr. Ballou's account given twelve years later. 


"While attending to this correspondence, I became 
entirely satisfied that the scriptures begin and end 
the history of sin in flesh and blood; and that be- 
yond this mortal existence the Bible teaches no other 
sentient state but that which is called by the blessed 
name of life and immortality." 


"When I sat down to reply to Br. Turner, who urged 

the passage in Peter respecting the spirits in prison, 

I knew not by what means I could explain the text 

without allowing it to favor the doctrine of future 
sufferings. I had, at that time, no knowledge of any 
translation of the text, but the one in our common 
version. But on reading the whole subject, in con- 
nection, the light broke in my mind, and I was satis- 

fied that Peter alluded to the Gentiles, by the spirits 

in prison, which made the passage agree with Isaiah aga." 


l. Eddy, Universalism in America, Il, pp. 135-36 cf. Whittemore, 
rae The correctness of this inference is attested by Rev. Ballou him- 
self. cf. Thomas Whittemore, The Modern History of Universalism from the 
ae Eddy , Universalism in Anerica, ee DD. 262-65. 
4, Whittemore, Modern History, pp. 437-38. 
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The Rev. Mr. Wood's intrusion into the’ discussion with his publication of 
A Brief Essay on the Doctrine of Future Retribution: to which is added, 
An Appendix containing extracts of letters from most of the peincipet 
Universalist Ministry in New England on the Subiecy of Future Hise) in 
which he combated the two extremes of endless punishment an no future 
shment and advocated a limited punishment after death , set off an 

ni for the most part pseudonymous, discussion” which reached 
cublication in the Christian Repository, Rev Samuel C. 
Loveland, editor, of December, 1822, of "An Appeal to the Public," signed 
"Restorationist," and followed by a "Declaration to the World,” signed by 
Jacob Wood "by the request and in behalf of others."5 The "Appeal" 

charged the editors of the Universalist Magazine of abuse of their powers 
in shutting off debate on the subject of future punishment To this, 

those worthies replied by charging the Restorationists with factionalism 
and by supporting the charge with a detailed account of all that had 
transpired during the controversy. From this account it would appear that 
Rev. Jacob Wood, being an ardent, if not fanatic, bélievér in a limited 
future punishment, was thé prime instigator of the movement, and that he 
was abetted by Revs. Paul Dean and Edward Turner as much because of envy 


of Rev. Hosea Ballou as on principle.+ 


puni 
intermittent, and 
its climax in the 


On the other hand the "Declaration" set forth the religious differ- 
ences between the Restorationists and the editors of the Universalist 


Magazine. It stated: 


"1. That, in our opinion, the doctrine of universal 
salvation, at the commencement of a future state, and 
that of the final restoration of all men by Jesus 
Christ through faith and repentance, are distinct and 
different doctrines, and are incapable of being recon- 
ciled together. 


"2. That we consider the former doctrine to be sub- 
versive of a just sense of our accountability to God, 
and the proper distinction between virtue and vice, 
and, consequently, lessens the motives to virtue, and 
gives force to the temptations of sin."9 


These statements were followed by supporting arguments. It was contended 
that the doctrine of immediate universal salvation is founded on "the 


La Bddy’; Universalism in America, II, De. .200% : "a 

Bi Lae pps 269-282. 

5. Ibid., pp. 282 ff. For the full text of the "Appeal" and the 
"Declaration" see Ibid., pp. 282-87, 288-91. 


4. Ubide= opie 29S-306. 
Bi, Thlde. ne 2Bes 


Theological Development 


native and essentially immaculate nature of the soul," whose suffering is 
wholly "dependent on its union with its present body," and which, upon the 
death of that body, is freed from all pollution and suffering, and that 
such a doctrine obviates the scheme of eternal salvation after death by 
Christ, through "faith and repentance as requisites for the possession 
and enjoyment oi salvation."l 


Despite the vote of "public disapprobation" of the "Appeal" and 
"Declaration" adopted by the Southern Association of Universalists (see 
entry 10) at its meeting in Stafford, Connecticut, in June 1823, % the 
threatened schism did not take place at this time. A "formula" was devised 
and accepted at the following December meeting of the Southern Association, 
whereby the "face" of its members was saved and the fellowship of the dis- 
senting members was preserved.° However, 7 years later, the denominational 
peace was shattered when the Southern Association, at its meeting in Berlin, 
Connecticut, in 1830, adopted a resolution which was patently aimed at the 

rovidence Association of Universalists4 (see entry 11) and which was gener- 
alized by a resolution adopted by the General Convention the same year.° 
Since most of the members of the Providence Association were Restorationists, 
they interpreted these actions to mean an ultimatum that they must either 
dissolve the association or be deprived of fellowshin with the convention. 
Accordingly at the close of the session of the Providence Association of 
August 16, 1831, a "Convention of Restorationist Ministers and Delegates, at 
which were present Revs. Paul Dean [of Boston and Westminister], David 
Pickering [of Providence, Rhode Island], Charles Hudson [of Westminister], 
Adin Ballou [of Mendon], Lyman Maynard [of Oxford], Nathaniel Wright [of 
Dunbarton, New Hampshire], Philemon Russell, and Seth Chandler [of Oxford 
and Shirley], and several laymen" unanimously adopted a resolution setting 
forth their theological differences from the Universalist General Convention 
and forming the Massachusetts Association of Universal Restorationists® (see 
entry 27). The organizational impact of the association may be seen from 
the formation of the Restorationist Society of Bernardston, which was in- 
corporated in 1825 as the First Universalist Society in Bernardston (see 
entry 74) and for whom Rev. Jacob Wood preached the first sermon in 1820, 
the First Universalist Restorationist Religious Society of Shrewsbury (see 
entry 76), of which the Rev. Mr. Wood was the pastor from 1821 to TEA 0, vae 
Restorationist Society of Boylston (see entry 93), which existed from 1826 
to 1828, and the Universal Restorationist Society in Townsend (see entry 
177), which was founded in 1839. It is noteworthy that this association 
disbanded in 1841, not because the 31 ministers and others who were enrolled 
in its membership ceased to believe in its tenets, but rather because the 
denomination as a whole was coming round to their belief. In fact, in 1878 
a meeting of Universalist ministers of Boston and vicinity went on record in 


Bs HdGy, Universalism in America, II, p. 289 
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as definite a statement as any Restorationist could have desired in favor 


of future punishment after death. 


Since the resolution of the Restorationist controversy the theological 
peace of the denomination has not been seriously perturbed. However , a 
ripple was caused by the movement which culminated in the organization of 
the Free Religious Association (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts) in 1867. In that year the standing committee 
of the Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston (see entry 
66) reported to a meeting of the society thet Rev. Rowland Connor, who had 
been installed as anassistant pastor on January 2, 1867, had opened the 
pulpit to a man "well known to hold extreme views in the denial of all 
distinctively Christian doctrines," that he sympathized with such denials 
"sufficiently to make them no bar to fellowship," that he had sponsored 
and spoken at a meeting held in Horticultural Hall, Boston, "to consider 
the conditions, wants and prospects of free religion _in America," and 
that he had accepted an office [assistant secretary ]© in the Free 
Religious Association there organized, and recommended that the Rev. Mr. 
Connor's resignation be requested.% Following his dismissal, the Rev. 
Mr. Connor took a substantial following to Mechanics Hall "where he soon 
conspicuously failed, most of his adherents returning to the parish,"4 
The reason for his expulsion lay in the affirmation by the Free Religious 
Association that all religious systems, Christianity, Mohammedanism | 
Buddhism, Judaism, etc., were equally manifestations of a natural reli- 
gious impulse conmion to all members of the human race, which thus, by 
implication, denied the specific virtue of salvation by Christ, 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 338-42; cf. Alonzo A, 
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Universalism; A Brief Statement of the Universalist Belief, pp. 35-36. 

2. Free Religious Association of America, Report of Addresses at a 
Meeting held in Boston, May 30, 1867, to consider the Conditions, Wants, 
and Prospects of Free Religion in America; together with the Constitution 
of the Free Religious Association there organized, p. 55. 

o. Rev. Alonzo A. Miner, "Historical Discourse" in An Account of 
the Celebration of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Second Society of 
Universalists, Boston, December 18, 1892, also of the Proceedings of the 
Social Parish Banquet January 26, 1893, pp. 33-37. 

4. Rev. Alonzo A. Miner, "The Century of Universalism" in Justin 
Winsor, ed., The Memorial History of Boston, III, Dd. 500. 

5. cf. Edward C. Towne, "The New Demand for Religious Association" 
in The Radical, April 1867, p. 494. For a fuller treatment of the Free 
Religious Association, ef: Aron Seymour Gilmartin, Some Collegations of 
the Unitarian and Ethical Culture Movements in America. 
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The organization of the Free Religious Association produced another 
reaction among Universalists. At this time they had become preoccupied 
with ecclesiastical matters, for the board of trustees, in submitting the 
findings of its committee on the state of the church to the General Conven- 
tion of 1870, pointed to "the increasing importance attached to baptism, 
to public pledges of Christian faith, to the dedication of children, to 
the Eucharist, to prayer meetings," etc., as the most striking feature of 
the decade.! With Universalists in such a frame of mind, the articles, 
editorials, and correspondence in The Universalist indicate that they felt 
the Free Religious Association to be a threat to their denominational in- 
tegrity ,~ and that it was on this account as well as a determination to 
secure greater administrative efficiency that the General Convention of 
“1870 omitted the so-called "liberty clause" from the Winchester Profession 
of Faith in its revision of the constitution. 


However, no sooner was the change made than the same spirit of freedom 
which was manifested in an extreme manner in the Free Religious Association 
re-asserted itself within the denomination. Men of intellectual integrity 
sought to revise the creed to conform to their convictions, but though there 
was generel agreement that certain phrases were inadequate, there was none 
on the substitutes that were proposed from time to time. This impasse con- 
tinued until Dr. George T. Knight, professor of theology at Tufts Divinity 
School, suggested that the liberty clause be reinserted 4 Thus it was that 
in 1897 at the General Convention meeting in Chicago, Rev. Stephen H. Roblin, 
D.D., pastor of the Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston, 
proposed and was partly responsible for the adoption of a revision of the 
conditions of feilowship with the Universalist General Convention.° These 
conditions, as adopted and ratified by the convention of 18996 are as 
follows: ; 
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i Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1870, p. 30. 

2. The Universalist, XLVIII ipenubier YO. S67 oto Li passim, 

3. Universelist General Convention, Mimites', 16707. pp 61-62; GSver. 
Frederic William Perkins, "The Faith of a Free Church: An Exposition of 
Universalist Beliefs" in The Helper, LXXII, October 1940, np. 43-44, 

4. Perkins, op. cit., p. 44. Note the parallel action by the 
Unitarians. At their National Conference held in Syracuse in 1866, the 
motion by the Rev. Francis Ellingwood Abbot to amend the preamble to the 
constitution adopted the previous year so that it would make no reference 
to Jesus as Christ was defeated. The formation of the Free Religious 
Association was one result of this defeat. Yet such was the impact of this 
association that in 1894 the National Conference of Unitarian and Other 
Christian Churches amended the preamble to include an invitation "to our 
working fellowship any who, while differing from us in belief, are in 
general sympathy with our spirit and practical aim." cf. Report of the 
Second Meeting of the National Conference of Unitarian and Other Christian 
Churches, 1866, p. 20; George Willis Cooke, Unitarianism in America, p. 
202; The Christian Register, LXXITII, October 4, 1894, pp. 625 ff; 
Gilmartin, Ops .cit.; pp. 97-101, ; 

5. Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1897, pp. 7-9, 11-12. 
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"The conditions of fellowship in this Convention shall be as follows: 


I. The acceptance of the essential principles of the 
Universalist faith to wit: 


a. The Universal Fatherhood of God. 

b. The spiritual authority and leadership of 
His Son Jesus Christ. 

c. The trustworthiness of the Bible as con- 
taining a revelation from God, 

d. The certainty of just retribution for sin. 

e. The final harmony of all souls with God. 


The Winchester Profession is commended as containing 
these orinciples, but neither this nor any other pre- 
cise form of words is required as a condition of 
fellowship provided always that the principles above 
stated be professed. 


TI. The acknowledgment of the authority_of the General 
Convention and assent to its laws." 


The removal of any creedal characteristic from the profession of 
faith and the condition of fellowship was’gnade even more emphatic by the 
Washington Declaration of 1935. Pursuant to instructions of the 
Universalist General Convention of 1931, the board of trustees appointed 
a commission composed of Dr. Frederic W. Perkins, Dr. John Murray Atwood, 
Rev. Max A. Kapp, Dr. Lee S. McCollester, Dr. Leroy W. Coons, Prof. 
Arthur W. Pierce, and the Hon. Charles Neal Barney "to make a survey of 
the possibilities of composing and adopting a new statement of faith or 
covenant of fellowship more in harmony with the religious position of our 
church to-day, and with the principle of religious liberty which has been 
our guide in the past."2 This commission submitted a report which was 
provisionally adopted by the convention of 1933 and unanimously ratified 
by the following one in 1935.9 


The "Bond of Fellowship" and "Statement of Faith" thus adopted, 
stated: 


"The bond of fellowship in this Convention shall be a 
common purpose to do the will of God as Jesus revealed 
it and to co-operate in establishing the Kingdom for 
which he lived and died. 


1. Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1897, p. 91. 

2. Perkins, Ops CTC.) DeriGrs ram ’ 

3. Universalist General Convention, Minutes, L955, ps Bos LORas 
pp. 6-7. ‘ 
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"To that end we avow our faith in God as Eternal and 
All-Conguering ..Love, in the “spiritual leadership .of. Jesu 

in the supreme doen of every human personality, in shin 
authority of truth. known or. to be known, and in the power 
of men of good will and sacrificial spirit to overcome 
all evil and progressively establish-the Kingdom of God. 
Neither, this nor any other statement shall be imposed as 
a creedai test, provided that the faith thus indicated 

be professed.t a, 


In his commentary on the Washington Declaration, Dr. Perkins points to 
the shift of emphasis from assent to a formal creed to loyalty to a spir- 
itual purpose as its distinctive feature. This made faith a means rather 
than an end in itself. As such it became relatively unimportant precisely 
what was believed provided the "works" of faith became manifest. Accord- 
ingly a general statement of faith susceptible of various interpretations, 
which every one had specific liberty to educe for himself, could be adopted. 
Thus the genius of Universalism, which Dr. Perkins avers is “unity of spirit 
and purpose rather than uniformity of creed ,"@ flowered into full maturity. 


Publications 


The controversies between the orthodox Congregationalists and the 
Universalists and among the Universalists themselves produced a flood, of 
books, vamphlets, and periodicals devoted to the advocacy and defense of 
the tenets of Universalism and to the sustenance of the morale and zeal of 
the members of the youthful Universalist societie Dr. Richard Eddy lists 
in his bibliography 1778 books and pamphlets Bo esa in the United States 
prior to 1870. It is particularly interesting to note, in view of the fore- 
going section on the theological development, that 1033 items appeared be- 
tween 1820 and 1850; this was an amazing output of more than 34 volumes 4 
year.° He also lists 168 periodicals | started prior to 1870, 138 of which 
were begun during the veriod 1820- 50.“ All of these periodicals had been 
edited and published privately, usually by varticularly zealous ministers 
or laymen, and it was not until 1862 that a paper, owned by and responsi- 
ble to the denomination, was published. This was accomplished through the 
organization of the New England Universalist Publishing House (see entry 2) 
on April 21, 1862,° and the »vurchase of the Trumpet and Christian an Freeman 
on October. 20, 1862.6 This paper was retitled the Universalist in 1864 


Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1933, p. 7. 

~ Perkins, Op. Citi.', p...4. 
Eddy , pesue alism an America, tL, pps )48o 560. 
AT Cen s) bE 0) OOO ink se 
- Jbid., pp. 476. The articles of association of the Proprietors of 
the Universalist were adopted March 20 and recorded March 24, 1862, with the 
puitolk County Registry of Deeds; vol. 810,.p. 935. OP Shenen te to the arti- 
cles and the change of title to New Englend Universalist Publishing House 
were recorded on July 12 in vol. 814, p. 65, and further amendments on July 
OY peivol. G14 ip. 114. 

6, | Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 4/77. 
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Publications 


and became one of the ancestors of the current Christian Leader, the 
whole of whose genealogy is graphically shown in the accompanying. chart. 


Among the bylaws adopted by the New Engiand Universalist Publishing 
House on July 14, 1862, was one of great importance to the denominati 
Article XI read as follows: 


o 


"When the business of the Corporation shall have paid 

its expenses and redeemed the stock, the stockholders 

snall transfer all its rights and interests, in trust, 

to twenty-one permanent, or life trustees, for the 

benefit of the Universalist denomination."1 
In 1867 the name of the corporation was changed to the Universalis 
Publishing House.® Four years later the ee of the above bylaw 
had been met, and accordingly the assets were transferred to the newly 


constituted board of trustees of the Universa ote st Publishing House,’ which 


was formally incorvorated in 1872.4 


Geen 


In addition to issuing periodicals, it has published numerous denomi 
national histories, books, hymnals, and pamphlets, and now occupies nrem- 


ises at 176 Newbury Street, Boston, which house the editorial offices and 


printing plant. 


Education 


Besides publishing volemics in favor of their own denomination, 
Universalists were also interested in education, both religious and secu- 
lar. This interest manifested itself in Sunday Schools, academies, col- 
leges, and theological schools. 


The section, entitled "The Instruction of Children," of the "Plan of 
Church Government" adopted at..the Philadelphia Convention of 1790 recom- 
mended that the affiliated societies esteblish schools in which the 


1. New England Universalist Publishing House, Minutes of trustees, 
pp. 21, 57-58. Note that this bylaw is substantially the same as ie 
tenth section of the "Plan for Publishing a Denominational Paver" (p. 4) 
approved on Feb. 3, 1862 by the executive committee of the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention (p. 6) and the third article of the "Articles of 
Association" adopted March 20 (pp. 10-11). These minutes are in posses- 
Sion of the Universalist Publishing House, 176 Newbury St., Boston, and 
in custody of Rev. Emerson Hugh Lalone. .; 

2. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 477; Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds, vol. 928, p. 232, recorded June 15, 1868. 

Sperhody, Univereslism.in America, IT ,. pp. 125-24, 126,157, 

4. Mass. Special Laws, 1872, ch. 286, approved Wer SOY Levers 
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children "shall be taught reading, writing, arithemtic, and psalmody ." 
Since Dr. Benjamin Rush was the editor of the iPlay it is not surprising 
to find him consulting with Bishop William White, an Episcopalian, and 
Matthew Carey, a Roman Catholic, and forming the "First-Day or Sunday 
School Society" in Philadelphia, which opened the first of three schools 
in March 1791. Because the managers resisted efforts to make these 
schools sectarian, by 1816 their support had dwindled away to such an ex- 


tent that the schools were closed. 


The first Sunday School in Massachusetts was started in April L791, 
by Mr. Oliver Wellington Lane, a school teacher at the West Boston School 
and a deacon of the First Universalist Church. This school was attended 
by children of both sexes, and was conducted by Mr. Lane in his school 
room until his death in 1793. While the first Universalist church school 
in Massachusetts, and the second in the United States, was organized in 
the same church in 1817, it became dormant for 4 years after Rev. Paul 
Dean's resignation from the pastorate in 1823,° and only continued until 
the dissolution of the society in 1864.4 The Sunday Sthool with the 
longest uninterrupted history is the one founded by Rev. Thom s Jones at 
the Independent Christian Church, Gloucester, on June 25, 1820.° 


The rite of the dedication of children, which was formerly a dis- 
tinctively Universalist ceremony, ani which has in recent years been a- 
dopted by most of the other Protestant denominations, was instituted by 
Rev. John Murray while he was pastor of the Independent Christian Church, 
Gloucester, probably as early as 1780. This ceremony, in which the 
children are brought to the church by their parents, received by the 
Minister, and dedicated as God's gift to His service, has been -yery gen- 
erally observed, ® but it was not until Rev. Charles H. Leonard, D.D., 
then pastor of the Church of the Redeemer (First Universalist Church) , 
Chelsea, (see entry 193), "sometime prior to 1850 . . . began the custom 
of observing a Sunday in June as Rose Sunday or Children's Day"? that any 
special day was set aside for its observance. Several other churches 
followed suit, and in 1868 the General Convention recommended "that the 
second Sunday in June of each year be named and set apart as 'Children's 
Sunday ' ,"8 


i. Lalone,: op. SIF. gippy WLOG—!24 

2. Eddy, History of Universalism, pp. 482-83. 

Oe bids ;ep. 205: 

4. For full details concerning this Sunday School, see entry 47A. 

So. Idem; Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, Deu O's 

6. Eddy, Universalism in America, Il, 9.7408... cf. Rev, gion Murray , 
Letters and Sketches of Sermons, II, v. 366-68. 

7. Program of Union Service in Recognition of the Founding of 


Children's Day held in William's School Hall, Chelsea, Mass., June 1 


ee 


8. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 408-9. 
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The Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath School Association (see entry 
22) was formed in 1837, but in 1859 it was merged with the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention. Meanwhile district unions of Sunday Schools had 
been organized in several sections of the state3 the Universalist Sabbath 
School Union (see entry 24) in 1851, the Middlesex Sabbath School Union (see 
entry 25) in 1857 (this reorganized to become the Middlesex Conference Seay 
Churches, Parishes, and Sunday Schools ca. 1885), and the Essex Sunday 
School Union (see efter 26) in 1880. At the concurrent suggestion of the 
Universalist Sabbath School Union and the Essex Sunday School Union, the 
Massachusetts Universalist Sunday School Association (see entry 23) was 
Organized in 1906. 


Because nearly all schools of secondary grade during the first half 
of the nineteenty century were private institutions controlled by hostile 
denominations who were often more concerned with doctrinal inculcation 
than factual education, Universalists early began the agitation for and 
work of establishing schools of their own.” 


The earliest record of efforts to this end is to be found in a circu- 
lar, calling for the establishment of a seminary "embracing the united 
interests of Literature and Religion," issued by Revs. Hosea Ballou of 
Salem, Thomas Jones of Gloucester, Edward Turner of Charlestown, and Paul 
Dean of Boston, and Messrs. Benjamin Russell and Zachariah Hicks in 1814. 
The response to this appeal resulted in the appointment of committees by 
the Universalist General Conventions of 1814 and 1818 and culminated in 
the adoption by the convention of 1819 of the following resolution: 


"Theat this Convention receive the Nichols Academy under 
their patronage, and pledge themselves, in their social 
and individual capacities, to use all proper and 
reasonable means for the support, ee and 
permanence of said Institution, provided, that the 
Trustees are members of this convention, ‘and all 
vacancies shall be filled by members of "the Convention, 
or those in fellowship therewith; and that Bro. H. 
Ballou prepare and forward subscription papers to all 
the Societies in the connection, to obtain subscrip- 
tions for the support of the Nichols Academy." 


This academy had been built in Dudley by Amasa Nichols, an ardent 
Universalist of that town, at a personal expense of ten thousand dollars 
in 1815. This building was burned down and rebuilt with the aid of fur- 
ther subscription in 1818, and in 1819 the academy was incorporated. 4 
In 1823 at the time of the rejection of the trustees' petition to the 


Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 582-84. 
e Lbids, pp.,.410-11. 


Rxzhita tend radial Je fe 


Suide, op. 411-12. 


shob ENA 


. Ibid., pp. 412-13; Massachusetts Special Laws, 1819, ch. 50, 
approved June 18, 1819. ’ 
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legislature for aid, an understanding was reached roe if a foundation of 
at least’ two thousand dollars was subscribed, the state would grant half a 
township of land in the State of Maine. This was subseauently done, and 
two thousand five hundred dollars was realized from the sale of the land. 
However, the school did not long remain under the control of the 
Universalists, for in 1823, contrary to the resolution of the General 
Convention of 1819 previously cited, two vacancies on the board of trustees 
were filled by non-Universalists over the objections of.Mr. Nichols who 
oromptly resigned from the board and its secreteryshinp.”~ 

Another, and equally short-lived, effort was the operation. of a 
school known as the Murray Institute in a building erected on the grounds 
of the Independent Christian Church in Gloucester. The school was opened 
in November of 1839 under the direction of Mr. H. M. Nichols who served | 
for 2 terms, continued for 3 more terms under Mr. Thomas Baker, and then 


discontinued.% 


A more successful undertaking was that begun by the Massachusetts 
Convention of 1864 which, taking note of the need of an academy under de- 
nominational influence, empowered a board of trustees to take the steps 
necessary to establish such an academy .* The following year the trustees 
secured from the legislature a charter as the Dean Academy ,° and through 
the generosity of Dr. Oliver Dean of Franklin and others, the erection of 
suitable buildings was begun. Although the school was not completed until 
1868, classes were begun in the vestry of the Universalist Church in’ 
Franklin (see entry 221) under Mr. Timothy G. Senter, principal, and Mr. 
L. L. Burrington and Miss Mary Melcher, teachers. Fire destroyed the 
original building in 1872, and the new structure was completed by June of 
1874. The school has been coeducational from the beginning-except for a 
short period from_1877 to 1879 during which time it was conducted exclu- 
Sively for giris.® Of the more important additions to the school, mention 
may be made of the Ray Science Building donated by Mrs. Arthur W. Pierce 
and Mrs. Adelbert Thayer in memory of their father, Joseph G. Ray, in 1902, 
the Edward L. Grant athletic field laid out, graded, and opened for use in 
1909, and the Ray Memorial Library which was given in 1904 for the use of 
the inhabitants of Franklin and the students of the academy.7? While Dean 


1. Massachusetts Resolves, 1825, ch. 06; Tbid. ,- 1828, chivegwe nage 
that at the time of the separation of the District of Maine from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the latter reserved for its own use and 
disposition one-half of the public lands within the District of Maine 
(Massachusetts Acts, 1819, ch. HG Secs 1 Tenteeces 1 iy | 

a. Eddy, Universalism AD BMeLTea iLiad OL 

Dirk MAID yop Pictu AB 

inn" LO Cn MM eae Oe 

0. Massachusetts Special Laws, 1865, ch. 107, approved March et 5 keene 

Eddy , Universalism in America, IT pp .eacenr: 

» William H. McGlauflin, What th i i is ng 
Woiaciaore ees the Universalist Church is Do : 
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Academy was founded and substantially supported by the Universalists, and 
the children of Universalists have attended its courses, the school has 


' always been conducted on a non-denominational basis. It is to the credit 


of Universalists that apparently their principal intent in founding sec- 

ondary schools and academies was to free them from sectarian limitations 

contrary to the custom of other religious bodies in the early part of the 
nineteenth century. 


Among the several other academies or seminaries privately conducted 
by Universalists may be listed the following: a private seminary kept by 
Rev. Barton Ballou at Wrentham in 1825; the Academy founded by Rev. John 
Bovee Dods at Provincetown in 1836; the Liberal Institute of Methuen, 
whose principal, Mr. H. M. Nichols, was later the head of the Murray 
Institute in Gloucester, in 1839; the Reading Academy of Reading in 1843; 
the Young Ladies! Seminary, Cambridge, kept by Miss Louise M. Barker in 
1845; a school in Melrose in 1847; the Lexington Academy in 1850; and the 
Greenwood Seminary in South Reading in 1853.1 | 


Some members of the Universalist Ministry were recruited by conver- 
Sion from other denominations. An outstanding illustration of this may be 
found in the case of Rev. Ezra Leonard of the Third (Annisquam) Parish in 
Gloucester (see entry 36), who after preaching, presumably in an orthodox 
manner, for 11 years announced his conversion to Universalism and was re- 
tained as the parish: minister till his death in 1832.2 However, most of 
them were comparatively youthful laymen who were induced to study for the 
ministry under an older ininister for a shorter or longer veriod of time 
and who then plunged into itinerant preaching before being settled in a 
regular church. The case of Rev. Abraham Norwood is an example of the 
latter procedure. In his autobiography, the Rev. Mr. Norwood relates how 
Rev. Hosea Ballou concluded an interview by saying, 


"But,’ said he, *I have Something in my mind of more 
importance than this. Our denomination is in great 
want of preachers. ». . My advice is that you commence 
preaching, and I doubt not you will be successful, 
useful and prosperous.!"5 


and further tells how he started his stutiies: 


1. Eddy; Universalism in America, It, p. 445. 
#. Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, pp. 50-51. 
3. Rev. Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim after Forty 


Years, as he Journeyed to, and through’ and from the partialist church, 


into and through sixteen years’ experience in the Universalist ministry - 


and not done yet, vp. 209-11; 
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ton the Sth of July, 1852) +... 2. went to Malden, — 
with a letter of introduction to Rev. Slylvanus] Cobb, 
who agreed to board, advise, instruct and assist me, 
in preparing for the arduous and responsible duties 

of the gospel ministry. I had been there but a few 
days before I was called on to officiate at the 
funeral‘of a young lady, in Medford. . . 


"In the later part of this month (July) I found my- 
self, for the first time in my life, in the desk of 

a temple dedicated to the worship of God, in the town 
of Woburn, Mass. 


"On the 12th of August, I delivered the message of 
God's grace in Hingham; and, on the 26th of the same 
month, by invitation from the society, I found my- 
self in Annisquem, my native parish, preaching the 
word to a full house. . ."1 


Further illustrations of the introduction of men into the ministry after a 
short period of study under an elder minister may be found in the obitu- 
aries of early vreachers in various issues of the Directory .@ There is a 
record of the names of 37 students whom the Revs. Hosea Ballou, 2nd, and 
Sylvanus Cobb prepared for the ministry.’ Of these, 28 are known to have 
held pastorates in Massachusetts, 2 became editors, Rev. Erasmus Manford 
of Manford's Monthly Magazine (1857-84) and Rev. Russell A. Ballou of the 
Gospel Banner (1862-63) who later became general agent of the Universalis. 
Publishing House, and a third, Rev. Amory D. Mayo was the author of The 
Ministry of Education in the South and other books on education. 


TRIES ey 0 ecm || GE 


1. Rev. Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim after Forty 
Years, as he Journsyed to, and through and’ from the partialist church, 
into and through sixteen years’ experience in the Universalist Ministry - 
and not done yet, pp. 209-11. * 

2. Directory, 1869, pp. 87-88 for Rev. Nathaniel Stacy; Ibid., 1870, 
p. 71 for Rev. John Boyden. 

5. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 198; 256. The Rev. Mr. 
Ballou's pupils were Levi Ballou, Russell A, Ballou, George Bradburn, 
Isaac Brown, J. A. Coolidge, Edwin A. Eaton, Sumner Ellis, Addison G. Pay, 
Eben Francis, Thomas Starr King, John S. Lee, J. J. Locke, Amory D. Mayo, 
Joseph D. Pierce, Matthew Smith, Charles Spear, John M. Spear, and J. W. 
Talbot; The Rev. Mr. Cobb's pupils were John Allen, Asa P. Cleverly, N,. b. 


Fletcher, Charles Gallagher, Joseph Grammar, John Harriman, George Hastings, 


Charles S. Hussey, Erasmus Manford, Horace W. Morse, Abraham Norwood, 
Gilman Noyes, Rufus S. Pope, Joseph 0. Skinner, J. W. Talbot, Theodore K. 
Taylor, Elbridge Trull, Frederic A. Hodsdon, Alanson St. Clair, and Zenas 
Thompson (the latter three were tutored in Waterville, Maine). | 

4. Necrology of Universalist ministers, card file, in possession of 
Universalist General Convention, 16 Beacon Street, Boston. 
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The question of establishing a theological school was debnted by the 
Universalist General Conventions of 1814,1827, and 1835, but it was not until 
the Massachusetts Universalist Convention of 1840 voted to appoint a com- 
mittee to nominate a board of trustees for such a school that any action 
was taken. The committee so appointed agreed to call the proposed school 
the Walnut Hill Evangelical Seminary in recognition of an offer by Charles 
Tufts of Charlestown of a 10-acre site on Walnut Hill, Medford. "They also 
established "Rules for the Foundation and Government of the Board of 
Trustees' which was to consist of 'not less than nine members, nor more thrn 
twenty-five,' who were to hold their offices for life, ‘unless voluntary 
resignation, immorality, mental imbecility, or want of belief or interest’ 
in the doctrine of the final holiness and happiness of all men, as taught 
in the Sacred Scriptures, and expressed in the Winchester Profession, should 
furnish occasion for a vacancy."1 Furthermore they named a board of trus- 
tees which was organized on January 25, 1841, by the election of Dr. Oliver 
Dean as president, Rev. Lemuel Willis as vice-president, Rev. Thomas 
Whittemore as secretary, and Mr. Timothy Cotting as treasurer. The board 
decided to solicit subscriptions to the amount of fifty thousand dollars and 
appointed Rev. Calvin Gardiner of Waterville, Maine, as general agent. The 
latter reported in a letter dated October 3, 1841, that "it can hardly be a 
question that, hitherto there has been too much indifference among the great 
mass of the people in relation to the proposed project, to move on with it 
successfully." In fact, despite several public meetings and extended dis- 
cussion, less than forty five hundred dollars was_recorded as subscribed, 
and the project was abandoned for the time being. 


Then, in May 1847, a meeting, often subsequently referred to as the 
"Education Convention," which was called by Rev. Thomas J. Sawyer, D.D., and 
which was attended by several men from New England, voted 


"That the wants of the denomination require the permanent 
establishment of a Theological School; and that said school 
be located by a committee of seven to be chosen from among 
the members of this convention."9 


The committee was composed of New Englanders, since it had been understood 
that the school was to be located there. Revs. Otis A. Skinner, Dolphus 
Skinner, and W. S. Balch were appointed agents to raise funds. The im- 
mediate result was the founding of Tufts College, not the theological 
school, the original object of their efforts. 


In September of 1851 the.Rev. Otis A. Skinner reported the status of 
the subscriptions to a meeting of the subscribers who elected a board of 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 446-49. 
2. Ibid., pp. 449-52. | 

Bar opids', pio 454. 

4, Ibid., pp. 454-55. 
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trustees which subsequently organized by the election of Rev. Dr. Thomas 
J. Sawyer as president and the Rev. Mr. Skinner as secretary. The site 
chosen for the college was the one originally offered for the Walnut Hill 
1 snd in 1852 the General Court granted a charter 


Evangelical Seminary , 7 : 
which authorized the trustees to grant all customary degrees except those 


jin medicine.“ The corner stone of the main college building was laid by 

> yi 7 : ° or, wd 

the first president, Rev. Hosea Ballou, end, in July of 18535, and the col- 
lege was opened for the admission of men students in 1855° and women stu- 


dents in 1892.4 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, I], pp. 466-67. 

2, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1852, ch. 141, approved April 21, 
1852. Note that in 1850 the General Court had granted to Richard 
Frothingham, Jr., who was a member of the original committee choror oy the 
"Fducation Convention" of 1847, and others a charter of incorporation for 
the Tufts Institution of Learning - Ibid., 1850, ch. 102, approved March 
20, 1850. Further acts relating to the college were: conditional grant 
from sale of Back Bay lands authorized ~ Ibid., 1859, ch. 154, approved 
April 2, 1859; name of corporation changed to Trustees of Tufts College 
and restriction re. granting medical degrees removed - Ibid., 1867, ch. 
72, approved March 16, 1867; maximum number of trustees increased from 235 
to 30 - Ibid., 1878, ch. 42, approved March 7, 1878; governor authorized 
to issue arms to trustees - Mass. Resolves, 1878, ch. 41, approved May 16, 
1878; trustees authorized to increase holdings - Massachusetts Special 
Laws, 188, ch. 162, approved April 27, 1886; trustees authorized to es- 
‘tablish a preparatory school - Ibid., 1890, ch. 80, approved March 10, 
1890; trustees authorized to own real estate in Boston - Ibid., 1896, ch. 
146, approved March 11, 1896; Boston Dental College authorized to trans- 
fer rignts and property to trustees - Ibid., 1899, ch. 109, approved 
February 28, 1899; trustees authorized to acquire, establish and maintain 
hospital - Ibid., 1901, ch. 206, approved March 27, 1901; trustees author- 
ized to increase holdings - Ibic., ch. 216, approved March 28, 19013; au- 
thorization for election of 10 trustees by alumni - ibid., 1907, chamgee- 
avproved March 29, 1907; president of Tufts College made member of board 
of advisors to Massachusetts State College - Lboid.:» 1950 prch.(liay eae 
proved February 28, 1910; trustees authorized to hold property of associ- 
ated but separately incorporated institutions - Ibid., ch. 133, approved 
February 28, 1910; trustees authorized to maintain Separate college for 
women to de known as the Jackson College for Women - Ibid. , chs 652) 4ne- 
proved June 15, 1910; procedures for election of alumni trustees amended - 
Ibid., 1919, ch. 106, approved March 27, 1919; trustees authorized to or- 
sanize medical center - Ibid., 1930, ch. 40, approved February 13, 1930; 
procedures for election of alumni trustees further amended - Ibid., 1934, 
ch. 16, approved April 24, 1934, al 

5. Eddy, Universalism in America, 11.5, 4608 

4. Alaric Bertrand Start,ed., History of Tufts College, p. 66. 
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It was not until 1869 that a theological school was established in 
Massachusetts. In that year the Trustees of Tufts College appointed Rev. 
Dr. Thomas J. Sawyer as Professor of Theology in accordance with the will 
of Mr. Sylvanus Packard who stipulated that the trustees should establish 
and maintain such a professorship out of the income of his estate. Thus 
with this appointment came the founding of Tufts Divinity School,+ though 
it was not until 23 years later that it acquired its own buildings. Mean- 
while in 1883 Mrs. Mary T. Goddard had donated the Goddard Chapel with its 
towering campanile in memory of her husband, Thomas A. Goddard, one of the 
early treasurers of the college.® Then in 1892 a recitation and office 
building, Miner Hall, the gift of Rev. Dr. Alonzo A. Miner, second presi- 
dent of the college, and a dormitory, Paige Hall, were erected; and the 
Crane Chapel and Library, given according to the will of Mr. Thomas Crane, 
and the Fischer Arcade were added in 1929.° 


While Tufts College and even the Divinity School are non-sectarian in 
accordance with the following provision of the college charter: 


"No instructor in said college shall ever be required by 
the trustees to profess any particular religious opinions 
as a test of office, and no student shall be refused ad- 
mission to or denied any of the privileges, honors or de- 
grees of said college on account of the religious opinions 
he may entertain."4 


the college was certainly founded by Universalists and has remained until 
recently wholly under Universalist direction. It is interesting to note 
that the original subscribers to the college fund at their meeting in 
September 1851, defined the organization and composition of the trustees 
by adopting the following resolution: 


"Resolyed that such By-laws shall provide lst. that the 
Board of Trustees shall consist of not less than twenty- 
three nor more than forty members, eleven of whom shall 
contribute a quorum for the trensaction of business; 
2nd. that the members of the Board shall hold office 

for a term not exceeding ten years, unless re-appointed, 
and that at least one-tenth of the members shall retire, 
and a like number be appointed annually, and, that of 
the members to be so chosen, one shall be by the Board 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 462-63. 

2. Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, pp. 36-37. A picture of Goddard Chapel 
appears on p. 3”. 

3. Tufts College, Bulletin, XL, (January 1940), p. 129. 

4, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1852, ch. 141, sec. 6. However, 
it was not until 1941 that the college interpreted this clause as pro- 
hibiting compulsory attendance at chapel services. 
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from its own nomination, one from the nomination of 
the Universalist state convention of the state in 
which the College shall be located, and one from 

the nomination of the United States Convention of 
Universalists; Such By-laws shall provide, 3rd. for 
the order in which the members of the Board so ap- 
pointed, shall retire; 4th. that the vacancies oc- 
curring in the Board by reason of death, resignation, 
or removal of members, shall be filled by the Board 
of trustees upon its own nomination; and Sth. that in 
case of neglect or failure to nominate candidates for 
election to the Board of Trustees or Overseers on the 
part of the State or United States Conventions, as 
aforesaid respectively, the nomination of such ecandi- 
dates shall be made by the Board."1 


While these provisions were not inserted in the charter nor made a part - 
of the bylaws subsequently adopted by the trustees, possibly because they 
recognized that to do so would be inconsistent with the "no-test-of-faith" 
clause for instructors and students, in practise the trustees have all 
been Universalists until the charter was amended in 1907 to provide for 
the election of 10 of the 30 trustees by the alumni of the college.® 


Nor was the interest of Universalists in the welfare of young people 
confined to the establishment of schools and colleges They have been 
concerned that there should be a continuing or "carry over" organization 
Within each church which would direct the activities of young people in- 
to channels of denominational and general spiritual significance. 


The impetus to the formation of a young people’s movement in the 
Universalist Church was provided by the organization of a Young People's 
Society of Christian Endeavor by Rev. Francis E. Clark, Congregationalist 
pastor of Portland, Maine, (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregationalist 
Archives in Maine) in 1881. This example was followed by several 
Protestant denominations and 38 such societies were formed among 
Universalist young peonle.® At the Universalist General Convention of 
1884 the board of trustees reported the acceptance of the plan of its 
Committee on Mission Boxes, Mrs. George B, Marsh, chairman, to organize a 
Young People's Missionary Association (see entry 4) in every church of the 


1. Trustees of Tufts College, Minutes pp 12-13 in custody of 
Harvey B. Averill, secretary of the trustees, Ballou Hall, Tufts College, 
Medford. 

«. Massachusetts Special Laws, 1907, ch. 255, approved March eae 
1907; Ibid., 1919, ch. 106, approved March el, 19193. Toids',” Los Acme 
166, approved April 24, 1934. It has been estimated that one-third of 
the present trustees are not Universalists. 

5. Harry Adams Hersey, "A Brief History of the Young People's 
Christian Union" in The Christian Leader, CXXI, 27 (July 8, (1939) , m3 4652s 
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denomination. The board reported at that and subsequent conventions a 
growth from 6 associations in 1884 to 55 in 1889.1 In addition, by 1885, 
there were 72 other organizations of the Universalist young people.@ 

Then in November of 1887 appeared the first issue of the Universalist 
Union, a paper for young people, published in New York State and edited 

by the Rev. Stephen H. Roblin and others. It was under the guidance of 
James D. Tillinghast, who began his editorship in February, 1889, that the 
agitation for a national organization of young people of the Universalist 
denomination came to a head, 


The idea of such a national organization wes actively promoted by 
Rev. Stephen H. Roblin of Bay City, Michigan, (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Universalist Archives in Michigan) and it was from a society in his 
church in conjunction with a group of societies in western New York that 
the call came for a national organizing convention to be held in Lynn in 
1889. At this meeting 131 delegates, representing 56 societies in 13 
states, formally organized the Young People's Christian Union of the 
Universalist Church (see entry 5),adonted a constitution, and elected Lee 
BK. Joslyn of Bay City, Michigan, as president, James D. Tillinghast of 
Buffalo, New York, as secretary, and Miss Nannie Jenison of Lynn, as treas- 
urer.O The Universalist Union, James B. Tillinghast, editor, became the 
official organ of the Y. P. ©. U. in September, 1890. It was retitled 
Onward in 1893 and issued as a small magazine, with Omer G. Petrie and 
Arthur W. Grose as its first editors, until 1929, at which time the present 
format was adopted.® From the beginning, the Y. P. C. U. has been actively 
engaged in home and foreign mission work, building churches, supporting 
ministers and missionaries, and operating a post office mission department 
for the distribution of denominational literature. Much of this missionary 
work was financed throuch a "Two Cents a Week Plan" inaugurated in 1894. 
The Y. P. C. U.j has also supported.various’ social service projects, such 
as-the Clara Barton-Fresh Air Camp (see: entry 3A), Albanian Youth 
Agricultural Scholarship, and the International Religious Fellowship (form- 
erly, the. Leyden International Bureau) of which Rev. Jeffrey W,. Campbell is 
president.’ One of the outstanding activities of the Y. P. C. U. has been 
the annual summer institutes which are now held in Ferry Beach, Maine, 


es 


1. Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1884, op. 12-13; Ibid., 
1Be3, op, Ti-le. 

poemvarectoery, 1869, pp. 61-635. 

3. Robert F. Needham, "Onward's Pedigree" in Onward, XLV (January, 
UIO9) ps 2 ; 
Wiueemersey, op. cit.,; p. 634. 
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Ss.) "Report of First National Y. P. 0. U. Convention" in "Christian 
Pesdame Cody 27 (July )8, 71959), pp. 655. 
6. Needham, op. cit.; Ibid., Onward, vol. 45, no. 4 (February, 1939), 


Ps Se 
9. Hersey, op. cit., pp. 635-39, 639-40, 645. Note that the Leyden 


International Bureau was founded in 1923 and changed its name to the 
International Religious Fellowship in 1938 (The 1939 Conference of the 


International Religious Fellowship, DP. 7). The Young People's Christian 
Union became affiliated in 19354. 
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Murray Grove, New Jersey, and two others in North Carolina and the Mid- 
West The Y. P. C. U. which has been the training ground for many a 
leader of the church, both lay and clerical, celebrated its fiftieth 


anniversary in 1939. 


Social Ethic 


Any religious denomination which makes the universal Fatherhood of 
God and the universal brotherhood of man cardinal points in its belief 
should possess a vital social ethic. That the Universalist Church pos- 
sesses this has been amply demonstrated through the resolutions of its 
general conventions and the activities of its members. 


Rev. John Murray set an example by his successful efforts to relieve 
the poverty to which many Gloucester citizens had been reduced by the | 
destruction of their usual livelihood during the Revolutionary War.© ‘The 
Universalists of Gloucester made this concern for the welfare of their 
fellowmen an integral part of the "Association of the Independent Church 


of Gloucester," 


"We will, as far as in us lieth, do good unto all men; 
but especially unto them who are of the household of 
Farth«” 


and of "The Charter of Compact," 


"That Funds shall be provided by voluntary subscrip- 
tion. . for the relief of poor and distressed 
brethren."9 


In the "recommendations" appended to the "Articles of Faith" and 
"Plan of Church Government" adopted at the Philadelphia Convention in 
1790, are to be found at least two noteworthy statements reflecting a 
realization of the social implications of the Universalist faith, one 
on slavery and the other on war. 


Recalling the fact that Gloster Dalton, one of the signers of "The 
Charter of Compact" of the Independent Christian Society of Gloucester, 
was a Negro of whom Rev. Thomas Jones recorded on the occasion of his 
death on April 11, 1813, 
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i, Hersey, ope ci b';, p 640-42, 649-50 For further details, see 
entry 5. age 
2, Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, p. 14 
5. "Association of the Independent Church in Gloucester" and "The 
Charter of Compact" in Eddy, Universalism in Gloucester, pp. 156, 186. 
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"He was a native of Africa, and brought away as a 
Slave (so called). For there are no slaves! All 
men are born free! !il 


it is not surprising to read so unequivocal a statement as the following: 


"Of holding Slaves. - we believe it to be in- 
consistent with the union of the human race ina 
common Savior, and the obligations to mutual and 
universal love, which flow from that union, to 

hold any part of our fellow creatures in bondage." 


This attitude was generally held throughout the denomination, but some 
were more vigorously articulate than others. Among the latter is to be 
noted Rev. Sylvanus Cobb who founded in 1839 the Christian Freeman and 
Family Visitor, a weekly paper largely devoted to the promotion of re- 
form, and who contributed much on the anti-slavery question in the Boston 
secular press .° Also in 1841 a group of Universalist ministers circu- 
lated a protest against slavery on the ground that "slavery denies the 
eternal distinction between man and property, ranking a human being wit! 
a material thing." The wides pread discussion of the issue among 
Universalists, and the passage of resolutions against slavery by associ- 
ation meetings all over New England, New York, and Pennsylvania account 
for the Universalist General Convention of 1855 going on record as being 
utterly opposed to slavery "as a social wrong violating those domestic 
relations instituted by God Himself, as a political wrong depriving a 
large part of our brethren of their rights as citizens, as a moral wrong 
denying them their rights as members of our common humanity . ie) 


While Rev. Sylvanus Cobb was also concerned with prison reform, it 


was Rev. Charles Spear who made it his life work. He edited and pub- 
lished from 1849 to 1857 a monthly magazine, The Prisoner's Friend, "de- 
voted to criminal reform, philosophy, literature, and art." He wrote 


several books such as Essays on Imprisonment for Debt, Essays on Capital 
Punishment, and A Plea for Discharged Convicts He was among those 
“yioneer humanitarians and sociologists who sought to do away with primi- 
tive penal practices and substitute adit yas eae reformatory. treatment of 
prisoners with a view to rehabilitation."6 There were others who spoke 
and wrote on behalf of penal reform Rev Tonn Gregory of Burlington and 
Williston, Vermont (see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist Archives in 
Vermont ) vigorously condemned capital punishment , and Rev G George W. 
Quinby, as editor of the Gospel Banner from 1863 to 1883, contributed to 
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the successful agitation against it in Maine+ In later years, Mrs. 
Ellen Johnson was superintendent of the Reformatory Prison for Women i 
at Sherborn for 15 years and became a recognized authority in her field. 


The textile industry of Lowell set the seene for another pioneering 
effort. During the latter thirties Revs. Thomas B. Thayer and Abel C. 
Thomas, observing the need of educational opportunities for the young 
women employed in factories, established a series of "Improvement 


Circles", night classes in English, history, and literature. These 
"circles" were maintained for several years, and one of their by-products 


was The Star of Bethlehem, which was the first paper published in this 
country for working women. 


of the most striking efforts to achieve social justice was the 
Hopedale Fraternal Community (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts) which was founded by Rev. Adin Ballou in 1842. 
The founding of this communal colony was the outcome of the issuance by 
the Rev. Mr. Ballou and his followers, who were members of the Practical 
Christian Ministry (see entry 28), of a manifesto, entitled the Standard 
of Practical Christianity. This manifesto set forth their views on the 
non-resistance of evil with evil, serviceship, and the fraternization of 
property.* With inexorable logic that action should illustrate belief, 
Rev. Adin Ballou and his friends promptly started to organize and, in 
1842, established the Hopedale Fraternal Community Twenty-eight men, 
women, and children settled in an old farm house, built houses and shops, 
and by 1845 had so successfully organized their venture that Robert Owen 
could heartily endorse it However, in 1856, dissension arose, members 
withdrew, and the community failed,° 


One result of this participation in the various reform movements of 
the time was the prompt and enthusiastic response to the resolution of- 
fered by Rev. Cyrus H. Fay of the First Universalist Society in Roxbury 
(see entry 75) to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention of 1846. 
This resolution, which was adopted unanimously, called for the formation 
of "an association to be known as the New England Universalist Reform 


Association" whose purposes were to be; 


aa ee: 


C divas tb 42; cf. Leonard D. Carver, Capital 

Punishment in Maine; Maine Acts,1887, ch. 133. 

a. Lalone; op. cit.) »p. 64-65. 
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4. cf. Adin Ballou, Standard of Practical Christianity. Note that 
the Boston Public Library possesses an initialed presentation copy given 
to Rev. William Ellery Channing by the Rev. Mr. Ballou. 

Oo.  bahone, op.-cit. ; nope 24-38, 
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"1, to consider the influence of Universalist senti- 
ments in the various reform movements of the age; 

2, to assume our appropriate position in relation 
to these reforms; to exert our legitimate influence 
in them and to show in our actions the practical 
cenclusions of Universalist premises, that he who 
believes in God's paternity and in the brotherhood 
of the race cannot in anyway countenance war, in- 
temperance, slavery, or capital punishment, but : 
consistently opposes and strives to abolish them all."" 


The resolution was transmitted to the other New England state conventions 
(see forthcoming Inventories of Universalist Archives in Connecticut, 
Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont) and the organization of 
the Universalist General Reform Association (see entry 7) was effected in 
May of 1847.2 This association held annual meetings which were addressed 
by noted speakers on all sorts of topics and to which were reported local 
projects that were being carried on or had been completed by local "reform 
clubs" in different parts of the country .9 The last meeting was held in 
May 1861, but the continued activity of local groups testifies to the im- 
pact the association made on the denomination.4 


The vitality of the Universalist pulpit from 1830 to 1863 is »vrobably 
to be accounted for largely by the firm support given it by the pew. 
Typical of such support is the resolution adopted by the Winchester 
Association of Universalists in 1856 as follows: 


"Tnasmuch as the circumstances of the times in which we 
live, demand of all public bodies a verbal expression 
of their conviction on matters of general interest, 
therefore resolved: 


That the domain of political economy is embodied 
in the area of moral science; and consesuently that 
political sins are but infringements of moral right-- 
antagonisms of God's truth; 


That it is the Christian pastor's privilege and 
duty fearlessly to rebuke sin on all proper occasions, 
where ever found, in a manner which shall admit of no 
mistake in any mind as to its practicel application 
or design."9 ‘ 


Lalone, op. cit., pp. 39-40. 

Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 364. 
Balone, op. cit., p. 41. 

Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 564. 


Lalone, op. cit., p. 42. 
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r caused a recession in reform activities! 


set of the Civil Wa 
Ae oe men, notably Revs. Abel C. Thomas and 


although many ministers and lay 
Charles Spear,and Clara Barton, who founded the Red Cross, and Mary A. 


Livermore, who assisted in the organization of the United States Sanitary 
Commission, and others labored selflessly on behalf of the sick and 


wounded.® 


In the seventies and eighties Universalists were preoccupied with 
ecclesiastical matters. This may ~ccount for the emphasis upon missionary 
work, both at home and abroad, for the next 30 years. The stimulus to 
such activities largely came from the summer mcetings at the Weir's on 
Lake Winnepesauke in New Hampshire that had been organized by Rev. Quillen 
H. Shinn in 1882.° . 


The industrial conflicts of the last quarter of the nineteenth century 
reawakened Universalists to the need of social action. Several editors of 
Universalist periodicals, notably Rev. Dr. George H. Emerson and Dr. 
Frederick A. Bisbee of The Christian Leader, and Dr. John W. Henley of The 
Star in the West, wrote vigorously on behalf of industrial justice.* Dr. 
Bisbee in 1899 wrote nointedly 


"Reader, what is your church doing to right the wrongs oF 
the world? What are you doing as an individual member to 
induce your church to exert its influence to establish 
justice between man and man, class and class, to the 

end that throughout this land and over this fair earth 
every. human creature who is worthy may have enough of this 
world's goods to make him and his comfortable and happy? 
Do not talk of saving the Souls of men and women who aré 
in want until you have done your part to enable them to 


rand Powers began nioneer work in the eighties as a conciliator in 
sputes, and was so successful that the Governor of Minnesota ap- 
him as state labor commissioner.© 


Lalone, Opa eens p. 45. 
a &. Ibid., p. 48. For further details of the work of Clara Barton and 
ae Livernore , of. William Eleazar Barton, fhe Life of Clara Barton, 
qounter of the Anerican Red Cross, and Mary A. Livermore, The Story of My 
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Rev. Charles H. Eaton summarized the activities of Universalists in 
the field of reform and social service in his address, "The Contribution 
of Universalism to Modern Social Life," to the General Convention of 1899: 


"In every city, town and village, in the cause of 
education, benevolence, reform, and philanthropy 
of every kind, the Universalist is the first ap- 
proached and the last to refuse aid. Nor have we 
been lacking in denominational efforts. The Every 
Day Church (see entry 157), the North End Mission, 
and the Bethany Home (see entry 29), in Boston, and 
Brevoort Hall [later Prescott House] (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Universalist Archives in New 
York) in New York City, which has worked on the 
East Side for thirty-three years sending 9,000 
children trained within its walls into the struegle 


ee 


for manhood and womanhood esuipped with right 
thoughts of man and God, and their duty to one a- 
nother, with hands and eyes trained to practical 
service, the Chapin Home for the Aged and Infirm, 
are typical examples. Time would not permit me 

to enumerate the medical dispensaries, the kinder- 
gartens, the day nurseries, the kitchen gardens, 
the reading rooms, the libraries, the fresh air 
funds, the gymnasiums, the venny provident, the 
industrical schools, the societies for civic in- 


struction, established by our churches." 


This quickening of the social consciences of Universalists culminated 
in the appointment of a Social Service Commission, with Dr. Frank Oliver 
Hall as chairmen and Rev. Dr. Clarence R. Skinner as secretary, by the 
Universalist General Convention of 1909. With the aid of advisors of ex- 
pert and practical experience, the commission revorted to the Universalist 
General Convention of 1911 a program of education in social ethics and 
social service. The program called for the appointment of several people 
to supervise its various phases: Levi Powers to review the field of 
social ethical literature and to inform Universalists of the best matcrial 
for the study of social problems; F. P. Rundell to secure the cooperation 


of the men's clubs of Universalist churches in conducting lecture courses 
in social problems, in carrying out et least one practical project for 
their communities, and in stimulating the social conscience of their men- 
bers in the fields of politics and labor relations; Mrs. Marion D. Shutter 
to perform a like service with the women's societies; Harold Marshall and 
Clarence R. Skinner to persuade the Young People's Christian Union to 


1. Rev. Dr. Charles H. Eaton, "The Contribution of Universalism to 
Modern Social Life" in Universalist General Convention, Ilinutes, 1899, 
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learn about social problems through participation in the programs of 
‘ A. Eugene Bartlett to devise discussion 


social agencies and movements; aie, 
outlines for Sunday School classes; Frederic W. Perkins to arrange for 
the discussion of social problems at state and national conventions; and 


John van Schaick Jr. to organize on a national scale those Universalists 


active in social service. 


The result of this program of education and practical projects was 
the adoption by the General Convention of 1917 of a Declaration of Social 
Principles and a Social Program as a part of the report of the Social 
Service Commission. The declaration significantly stated: 

"While in no wise minimizing the responsibility of 
the individual for his own life, we denounce as 
superstition the teaching that men are led into sin 
by inherent depravity and by devils of an unseen. 
world; but we hold it to be self-evident that man- 
kind is led into sin by evil surroundings, by the 
evils of unjust social and economic conditions, 
which condemn one to be born in the squalor and 
filth of the slums, and another amidst the equally 
demoralizing influences of unearned luxury. We 
hold, therefore, that all systems that attempt to 
load the blame upon Adam, upon Satan, or upon 

human depravity, tend to weaken human self-respect, 
and to lead men away. from the discovery and cure of 
the real causes of human sin and misery." 


Such a statement opened the way for a rational approach to the solution 
f social problems, and the program which followed the: declaration of 
principles reveals the realistic thinking of the commission in the fields 


of democracy, peace, civil liberties, child welfare, economic justice, 
and the status of women.* ig 


To condemn war as "brutalizing, wasteful, and ineffective" in 1917 
was courageous, and it was consistent with the position taken by many, 
if not a majority of Universalists from the beginning of the denomina- 
tion's history. One of the resolutions of the Philadelphia Convention 


1. Lalone, Op. cit., pp. 74-75. 

Bee Dida par /ba7l, 109-122. Ror! the complete text of the 
"Declaration of Social Principles and Social Program," sec Todas Dp. 
109-12. Note that Judith Sargent Murray, wife of the Rev. John Murray, 
presented in 1792 nearly all the arguments used a century later in 
favor of women's suffrage and of social and economic equality of the 
sexes, cf. Constantia [Judith Sargent Murray], The Gleaner, A 
Miscellaneous Production. Aon « 
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of 1790 stated, 


"Of war.--Although a defensive war may be considered 
lawful, yet we believe there is a time coming, when 
the light and universal love of the gospel, shall put 
an end to all wars."1l 


However, Rev. Adin Ballou was the first thorough-going pacifist. His first 
public appearance in such a role was as lecturer before the New England Non- 
Resistance Society at its September meeting in 1839.“ In 1843 he became its 
president and in 1845 the editor of its paper, the Non-resistant, which 
three years later merged with the Practical Christian.9 Rev. John Gregory of 
Burlington and Williston, Vermont, was another Universalist who condemned 


war saying, 


Wes MUSh DG)s.0 . tie Unilincehing enemiss of war, .°. . 
If we have an anti-slavery gospel, an anti-war 

gospel, a gosvel that forbids all wrong, let us be- 
gin to practice it instead of sending armed men into 
foreign countries to kill a portion of that great 
family whom we are shortly to meet in heaven. Let 

us, I say, begin to-day beating our implements of 
warfare into plowshares and pruning forks."4 


Then, again, during the World War of 1914-18 certain Universalists 
were outspoken against war. It is worthy of note that, to mention two 
instances of several Universalist pacifists, Professor Herbert P. Morrell 
retained his chair at St. Lawrence University and Rev. Dr. Edwin C. Sweetser 
the pastorate of the Philadelphia society. Since 1951, the General 
Convention has attemvted to clarify the status of its conscientious objec- 


tors by amending the constitution to include: 


"Fellowship in this Convention shall confer the right 
to interpret the general purpose and spirit of the 
Universaiist faith as sanctioning refusal of all 
forms of military service, if such refusal be based 
on conscientious grounds ."6 


veeebewone, Op. 'cit., p.) 107. 
2. Adin Ballou, Autobiogranhy of Adin Ballou, 516. His speech was 


Ds 
printed as a tract, cf. Adin Ballou, Non-resistance in relation to human 
governments. For a more comprehensive treatment, cf. Adin Ballou, 
Christian Non-Resistance, in All Its Important Bearing, Illustrated and 
Defended. 

5. Adin Ballou, Autobiography of Adin Ballou, pp. 357, 380-88. 

4, Alired S. Cole, “Historical Backgrounds of ‘the Universalist 
Movement" in The Christian Leader, CXIX, (October 9, 1937), pp. 1291-92. 
This was uttered in connection with the Mexican War of 1846. 

Cyeeuerone, OD. cit., p. El. 

6. Ibid., pp. 89-90. For a complete transcription of the minutes of 
the General Convention and the correspondence with the Federal Goverment 
pertaining to the status of conscientious objectors, cf. Ibid., pp. 1135-26. 
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In accordance with the reaffirmation of the status of conscientious ob- ) 
jectors of the Universalist General Convention of 1939, the board of 
trustees in May 1940 authorized the establishment of a register for | 
Universalists who wished to be recorded as conscientious objectors.<@ 


"As Universalists," concludes Dr. Lalone in his And Thy Neighbor as 
Thyself, "we are the heirs of a great and noble tradition of universal 
brotherhood. It is a tradition of which we may be justly, albeit humbly, 
proud. It is a high honor for laymen and clergymen alike to stand in the 
line of this tradition. He only deserves the honor who, like his spir- 
itual para accepts the responsibility of loving his neighbor as him- 
self.” 


For many years resolutions had been adopted expressing the amity be- 
tween the Universalist and Unitarian churches and looking to closer co- 
operation between the two denominations, but it was not until 1931 that 
any concrete step was taken to effect it. In October of that year the 
Universalist General Convention took cognizance of a resolution adopted 
by the American Unitarian Association (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) the previous May and authorized the 
board of trustees "to appoint a special commission to confer with a 

similar commission from the American Unitarian Association 'to look into 
ae practicability of uniting these two commissions for the common good. rnd 
To this commission the board appointed Mr. Victor A. Friend of Melrose, 
newly-elected president of the convention, Rev. Roger F. Etz, D.D., 
general superintendent, Mr. A. Ingham Bicknell of Boston, treasurer, and 
Hon. Robert W. Hill of Salen. 


the 


The outcome of the conferences of the commissions was not the con- 
templated merger but the formation of the Free Church of America. At the 
General Convention of 1933 Hon. Robert W. Hill of Salem moved the adoption 
of "the proposed plan of the Free Church of America, as presented by the 
Joint Commission representing the Unitarian and Universalist fellowships 
as an instrumentality for making more effective the purpose of the 
Universalist Church to serve mankind by the power of its historic faith."9 
Among those supporting this motion were the Revs. John S. Lowe, D.D., of 
Needham, Vincent E. Thomlinson, D.D., of Worcester, and George E. Hartley, 
D.D., of Peabody. The Convention adopted the plan but added two provisos, 
instructing the Universalist members of the council of the Free Church of 
America to secure the substitution of the phrase, "who would work for the 
Kingdom of God in the spirit of Jesus," for the phrase "of like purpose" in 
the preamble, and reconsideration of the nanie that it might convey the 
sense of fellowship.® 


tr 


1... Universalist General Convention, Minutes, 1940, peels 

2. John M. Ratcliff, Letter, dated June 4, 1940, in possession of 
Historical Record Survey in Massachusetts. 
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The Universalists subsequently elected by the convention must have 
been successful in carrying out these mandates, for the Directory of 1934 
cites the preamble of the constitution of the Free Church Fellowship, as 
the organization has since been called, as follows: 


"We, representatives of churches of the free spirit, 
unite ourselves in the Free Church Fellowship. We 
affirm our faith that unity of purpose is the bond 
of highest religious fellowship. We seek closer 
co-operation with others who would work for the 
Kingdom of God in the spirit of Jesus, recognizing 
that, in accordance with congregational polity, the 
members of this Fellowship have entire freedom in 
matters of religious belief and statements of faith, 
and holding that, if we are controlled by a purpose 
to serve mankind in a spirit of mutual goodwill, 
differing statements of faith will enrich our com- 
mon life."1 


The degree to which the "social gospel" pervaded the thinking of 
the council of the Fellowship may be gathered from three planks of its 
program. 


"1. The preparation of a social platform which 
shall crystallize and enunciate the great social 
ideals which we recognize and the immediate con- 
crete objectives for which we would now strive." 


"2. The organization of liberal ministers' 
conferences in areas of possible or actual in- 
dustrial unrest." 


"3. The formation of a board of social strategy 
to mobilize the churches of America for united 
social action."© 


Other planks included education for social action and in personal re- 
ligion, inter-denominational departmental activities (such as nublications, 
youth organizations, religious education, and social relations), and the 
promotion of regional and local conferences of the Free Church Fellowship.® 


The Universalist General Convention has continued to elect members 
to the council of the Free Church Fellowship,* and to mention the fact of 


toawireovory, 1954, p. 54. 
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its existence in the Directory ;+ though beyond the holding of one annual 
meeting with a symposium on "Religion in Relation to ee Fascism, 
the Totalitarian State, and Secular State Socialism" in 1936,° no activ— 


ities have been recorded. 


Statistical Commentary 


The growth and decline of Universalism in Massachusetts may best be 
shown by the pie man eens graph of denominational santas losses, and 


chronogeneous churches 


Briefly this graph shows a slow, steady growth for the first 35 years 
with 22 churches organized in 1815. Then follows a swift upsurge at the 
rate of four churches a year reaching a veak of 144 churches in 1845. Al- 
though new churches continued to be organized from 1845 to 1865, there was 
a@ corresponding increase in the number becoming defunct, so that. during 
this period an organizational plateau was maintained at an average of 140 
ehurches. In the aftermath of the Civil War, the denomination suffered 
a decline to a nadir of 119 churches in 1875. Then, beginningeinei:ss 
came a partial recovery, climaxed with 132 churches in 1894 and followed : 
for the next 10 years by another plateau at an average of 130 churches. 
From 1904 to the present no new churches have been organized, but there 
has been a continual decline until in 1941, there are only 79 churches 
still functioning. Thus, of the 244 churches which have been organized 


in Massachusetts, only 32.4% have survived.4 


The slow, steady growth of the first 35 years and the upsurge of or- 
ganization from 1815 to 1845 were possibly reflections in religious thought 
of the striving for economic and political freedom which had culminated in 
the Revolutionary War and the establishment of the United States. There 
does not appear to be any specific relation of this acceleration of organi- 
zation to the disestablishment of the orthodox Congregational church. Nor 
does the ferment within the Congregational denomination which resulted in 
the formation of the American Unitarian Association in 1825 appear to 
have lessened the rate of organization of Universalist churches. One 


1; Directory, 1936, pp. 46-47; 1937-38, pp. 58-59. 
Die POLO OSS) Do 46, 

5. Note that, except where otherwise stated, the figures cited are 
taken from the "Inventory" and that, where a church had more than one 
period of existence, e.g. First Universalist Society, New Bedford,- 1833-34, 
1836-49, 1851-1932, each such period has been treated as a "life" for 
statistical purposes, both in preparing the data for the graph and in com- 
puting the average life span of defunct churches, which was calculated to 
be 33.1 years. 

4. The discrepancy between the figure of 259 churches organized as 
indicated on the graph and the number of churches listed in the Inventory 
is to be accounted for by the inclusion, for statistical purposes, of the 
reorganizations as new'churches formed. This practice aaye a more accurate 
picture of the number of churches actually functioning at any one time. 


A GRAPH 
SHOWING THE NUMBER OF UNIVERSALIST CHURCHES IN 
MASSACHUSETTS FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF GLOUCESTER IN 
1779 TO THE: PRESENT DAY 
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explanation of the latter phenomenon may be that while the Unitarians 
waged the fight for religious liberalism within the established churches, 
the Universalists put forth nearly all their missionary efforts in the 
community at large. Thus the period of greatest growth was one in which 
the Universalists were embroiled in vigorous, and sometimes bitter, re- 
ligious controversy. 


The period of greatest sustained organizational strength from 1845 

to 1865 was one in which the number of churches formed was roughly cancelled 
out by the number of churches lapsed. Whether the rate of loss would have 
increased had not many of the members of the various Universalist churches 
been closely knit together through their absorption in the reform movenents 
of the day is, of course, a matter for conjecture. One explanation of the 
loss of churches during this period may be the fact that a number of the 
societies did not have, or could not support, resident ministers, but were 


dependent upon itinerant preachers. 


This irregularity of preaching and pastoral eare would naturally have 
been accentuated by the disorganization of social life and the diminution 
of church revenues during and after the Civil War. These factors are suf- 
ficient to feito for the sharp decline from 1865 to 1873, a loss oe 18 


churches or 134.1 


The partial recovery during the last quarter of the nineteenth century 
was probably the result of the increased power over, and direction of, de- 
nominational affairs by the Universalist General Convention and the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention. Coincidental with this period of 
growth and of the organizational plateau of an average o> 131 churches for 
the years 1894-1904, which followed, was the reawakening of an intense con- 
cern with missionary, philanthropic, and civic affairs. 


But the continued decline during the twentieth century has not been 
adequately explained. Perhaps a contributing factor has been the impact 
which Universalism had made upon the creeds of other Protestant denomina- 
tions. Thus, though Universalism as an organized church has suffered an 
eclivse, Universalism as idea has triumphed and shines forth in unabated 


splendor. 


Maurice R. Wheeler 


1. Note that if the Pincos had been taken from the Dinectoud the 
official Universalist statistical record, a far worse victure would have 
been presented. The Directories show that there was an average of 164 
churches in Massachusetts for the period 1845-64 and only 103 churches in 
1874, a loss of 37.2%, while for the United States as a whole the average 
for 1845-64 was 1117 churches with only 786 in 1876, a loss of 22.4%. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Dating: In this volume, the date of the founding of a church is 
established at the earliest point at which a group of men and women 
gathered to make provision for the preaching of Universalism and the con- 
duct of religious services resulting in the formal organization of the 
church for which the entry is named. Accordingly the dates in this book 
may sometimes differ from the date accepted by the church itself which 
looks rather to the time of formal organization of a society, or its legal 
incorporation, or to the gathering of a church end the signing of the 
covenant. An old church which changed its religious belief to embrace 
Universalism is dated from the time of its original founding, not the 
time when the change was made. It will be noted that in certain instances 
broken dates have been given, e.g. First Universalist Society, New Bedford, 
1833-54, 1836-39, 1851-1932; this has been done to indicate lapses and 
reorganizations of the society. Where the symbol -- follows the date, 
the society still maintains its corporate existence, though in a few 
cases services are held very irregularly. 


Records: This inventory is based upon field work done in 1938-40, 
and the custody of the various records is stated as of the date on which 
the survey was made. 


Incorporation records: Religious societies have been incorporated 
in three ways: (a) By acts of the legislature recorded in Massachusetts 
Special Laws, and so cited; (b) By warrant of a justice of the peace upon 
petition of several individuals in accordance with Massachusetts Acts, 
1834, ch. 183, approved April 1, 1834, and copies of the petition, warrant, 
and minutes of the organization meeting were sometimes filed with the town 
clerk (cf. First Universalist Society in Westfield, 215) or recorded with 
the local registry of deeds (cf. Universalist Publishing House, 2); (c) 
By certificates of organization filed in the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston, and copies of certificates of incorporation granted by the 
Secretary of State, both bound in a numbered series of books and so cited. 


The following Universalist societies were incorporated in Massachusetts 
although they are now located in Maine: First Independent Universalist 
Society in Paris and Norway, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1804, ch. 74, 
approved March 4, 1805; Universalist Society in Turner, Ibid., 1804, ch. 
57, approved February 16, 1805; First Universalist Society of Christians 
in New Gloucester (comprising the "inhabitants of the towns of New 
Gloucester, Gray, Pegypscot, and Poland"), Ibid., 1804, ch. 65, approved 
Feoruary 26, 1805. 


56 


Full names of ministers and laymen have been used whenever they have 
been ascertainable. In the index of ministers, the numbers which are under- 
lined refer to the pages of the "History", while those which are not, refer 
to the éntry numbers of church societies and organizations. 


Abbreviations 
a. | before 
ca. about 
of. | compare 
ibid. . in the same place 
ms.*,, mss. manuscript, manuscripts 
n.d . no date 
1 ts no imprint 
op. cit. work cited 
p-, Pp. page, pages 
ptd. printed 
unr typed 
VOd< volume 


-- (following a date) to-date 
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National Organizations 


1. UNIVERSALIST GENERAL CONVENTION (General Convention of the 
Universalist Churches and Societies in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut and New York; 
General Convention of Universalists of the New England States 
and Others; General Convention of Universalists in the United 
States), 1793--, 16 Beacon Street, Boston. 


The Universalist General Convention, formally organized in 1865 and 
incorporated under that name in 1866, in reality, dates back to a General 
Convention of the Universal churches and societies in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut and New York, which was held 
at Oxford, Massachusetts, on September 4, 1793. An earlier attempt at 
such organization had been made in 1785, when a convention called by Rev 
John Murray was held in Oxford. It was proposed at this meeting that each 
society take the name of "Independent Christian Society, commonly called 
Universalist," and this suggestion was accepted by the delegates present. 
But since this group was convened primarily to consider plans for protect- 
ing their rights under the state constitution, it had no reason to exist 
after Rev. John Murray had won his suit against the First Parish of 
Gloucester (see entry 44) and soon disbanded. The convention brovght into 
being in 1793, under various names, held annual sessions until 1889 and 
Since then its sessions have been held biennially. 


In 1804, this association became known as the General Convention of 
Universalists of the New England States and Others. Such matters as ordi- 
nation, the fellowship of ministers and churches, and discipline were 
vested in local conferences and associations, without any reciprocal ac- 
ceptance of the decisions of similar groups, and the individual societies 
and group associations jealously opposed any delegation of authority to a 
larger group. As early as 1821, and again in 1827, efforts were made in 
the General Convention to remedy this defect. It was nearly a quarter of 
a century thereafter before this question was resolved. 


In 1832, the conventions in Maine, New York and Pennsylvania consented 
to a reorganization, provided that the powers of the New General Convention 
should be advisory only, and the following year a revised constitution was | 
adopted, the name of the organization being changed to General Convention 
of Universalists in the United States. Under this new constitution, the 
General Convention was composed of four clerical and six lay delegates from 
each state convention. Uniformity of practice in matters of fellowship 
continued to be an issue, and, in 1838, the General Convention asked the 
state groups to respect the official acts of discipline of each sister 
state convention, but this request was disregarded. Three years later, 
Ohio memorialized the General Convention relative to the adoption by that 
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body of a constitution, plan of church compact and rules of diseipline Tor 


societies, associations and conventions, but only two states approved the 


suggested plan outlined by the General Convention. 


Committees were appointed year after year to investigate the subject 
and report back to the General Convention. In 1844, Rev. Thomas J. Sawyer, 
reporting for such a committee, observed "that there is little or no uni- 
formity of action; that there is no bond of union between especially the 
State Conventions; no court of apneal for them, and, indeed, no power to 
regulate their intercourse or make the acts of one body respected by a- 
nother; and, finally, no authority to determine many points of practice of 
universal concernment and of vital interest to the denomination. To ac- 
count for this anomalous state, it is only necessary to remind you that 
this body, professedly the highest and the most comprehensive, has actu- 
ally the least power of any, or, more properly, no power at ally 2.) 3 me 
it is now constituted, it seems to me a sad approximation to a mere 
nullity."1. At this time, he presented a carefully drawn plan, outlining 
the powers and jurisdiction not only of the General Convention but of the 
State conventions and associations as well. Action upon the committee's 
recommendations was deferred until the next convention, at which time the 
following statement was made a part of the constitution of the General 
Convention: "The United States Convention has jurisdiction over the sev- 
eral State Conventions of which it is composed, and may, from time to 
time, enact such laws for regulating the relations and intercourse of said 
conventions as the general good of the denomination may resuire. It may 
also pass such laws as are necessary to secure a uniform and. wholesome 
discipline throughout the denomination. It has original. and exclusive 
jurisdiction over the subject of fellowship and ordination, and may pre- 
scribe the terms on which fellowship shéll be granted and ordination con- 
ferred by all subordinate bodies." A new constitution was adopted in 1855, 
which included the following mandatory clause: the convention "shall a- 
dopt such Rules and Regulations as shall be necessary to secure a Uniform 
System of Fellowship and Discipline throughout the denomination. .. It 
shall also be the ultimate tribunal by which shall be adjudicated all 
cases of dispute and differences between State Conventions, and a Court 
of Final Appeal before which may be brought cases of Discipline and ques- 
tions of Government not provided for nor settled by subordinate bodies." 


In spite of these clear declarations, another decade passed before an 
actual reorganization of the General Convention was affected, which was 
ratified by the majority of the state conventions. In 1870, the constitu- 
tion of the General Convention was revised, and a declaration concerning 
uniformity in rules of fellowship, ordinations and discipline was again 
set forth. This important matter of organizational jurisdiction had been 
agitating the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) during 
this same period, not only as that convention related to the national body 
but particularly with reference to the local associations. Under the 
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present bylaws, the state conventions maintain the right of granting fellow- 
ship, in conformity with the regulations established by the General 
Convention. 


The General Convention, as now constituted, is composed of its of- 
ficers, the officers of all state conventions, all ordained clergymen in 
fellowship with the denomination, and delegates appointed from each church. 
The constitution and laws of fellowship were revised in 1937. 


The peak in the number of Universalist societies in Massachusetts was 
reached about 1845, with the greatest mortality taking place in the two 
decades between 1850 and 1870. Although the rate of mortality has slack- 
ened since that time, those churches which have become extinct in 
Massachusetts have not been compensated for by the establishment of new 
churches since the turn of the century. This has probably been true in 
the country as a whole as well as in Massachusetts. In recognition of this 
tendency, et the convention held in Washington in 1939, Rev. Robert Cummins, 
generel superintendent, reported the serious loss in Universalist member- 
ship, churches and conventions, citing the decline which had taken place 
since 1910. "Upon coming into administrative responsibility," the Rev. Mr. 
Cummins said, "I was struck most forcibly with the apparent shrinkage dur- 
ing recent decades of our total constituency and in the number of our 
churches. 


"In 1910, for example, there were 43 state conventions; today there 
are 24. Over against the 39,827 families we now have, there were 52,272 
in 1910. We had 819 churches in 1910; today we have 544. The money re- 
ceived for promotion last year was only a little more than half of what 
was received in 1890. The membership has grown only about 10,000 in the 


last 50 years. 


"One of the most serious problems facing us is the large number of 
small parishes -- 99 are without ministers; 97 are dormant. Either they 
will have to be put on 'circuits' with ministers serving them only part- 
time (73 are already operating on this basis), or be satisfied with what 
is called ‘occasional’ preaching, or be persuaded to use a mail-order 
variety of 'canned' services and sermons for use by the laity, or the 
properties sold and the money derived from sale used to relocate. Cer- 
tainly there is no very good reason to go on doing nothing about it. 


"It is my judgment," he continued, "that in those places where support 
has been continued for long years and little gains can now be noted, the 
support should be directed into other channels. . . Surveys will be re- 
quired. Until very recently, the cost of gathering the necessary informa- 
tion would have been prohibitive. Today many agencies are at work gather- 
ing this material. .. Their findings are now available to us without 
charge. . . “We propose, then, to undertake an evaluation, and along the 
following lines: (1) the strengthening of those phases of our work which 
are already operating effectively; (2) helpful analysis of, and advice to, 
lagging parishes and mission enterprises; (3) the amalgamation of work in 
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fields where population changes or other factors render even the most 
constructive efforts virtually fruitless; and (4) the discovery of pos- 
sible points of advance into new fields. 


In conclusion, the kev. Mr. Cummins said: "I believe it a splendid 
thing to be able to work with and for the colored people of Suffolk, the 
mountain folk of the South, the friends in Japan and Korea; but I am far 
more impressed with the virtues of carrying the message of Universalism 
to the American college campus. . ." A 4-year program, which includes 
the instituting of general field work and the integration of denomina- 
tional programs was outlined, and the entire program was endorsed by the 
convention. The Universalist fellowship is centering its attention upon 
this major project, known as the Forward-Together Movement. 


See: Robert Cummins, Address of the General Superintendent at the 
Washington Convention, 1939, 23 pp.; The Christian Leader, articles and 
editorials on Forward-Together Movement, October 28, 1939; November 4, 
1939; December 23, 1939; January 6, 1940; January 13, 1940; January 20, 
1940; January 27, 1940; February 10, 1940; February 24, 1940; March 2, 
1940; March 9, 1940; March 16, 1940; March 30, 1940; April 20, 1940; May 
4, 1940; May 18, 1940; June 1, 1940; June 8, 1940; and August 3, 1940. 


The following records, unless otherwise noted, are in the custody of 
Miss Esther Richardson, assistant secretary, and are located at 16 Beacon 
Street, Boston: Minutes of General Convention, 1870--, 2 vols.; Mimutes 
of conventions, with reports of officers and committees, printed, 1859--, 
23 vols.; Minutes of 1843 convention, published in The Balm of Gilead, 
November 4, 1843, Historical Society at Tufts College, Medford, and in 
custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; Minutes of conventions, printed, 
scattered 1858-1934, 52 vols.; in possession of the Universalist Historical 
Society; Minutes of trustees, 1865--, 10 vols.; Minutes of council of ex- 
ecutives, 1919-25, 1929-32, 1936--, 3 vols.; Minutes of Foreign Mission 
Board, 1915-18, 1 vol.; Minutes of International Church Extension Board, 


1911--, 1 vol.; Register: by states, showing fellowships and licenses, 
1887-1901, 1921-23, 3 vols.; fellowships, 1913--, 1 file, approximately 
550 cards; necrology of ministers, 1836--, approximately 1,700 cards; of- 


ficers of state conventions, 1896-1903, 1 vol.; list of state chapters, 
1922-24, 1 vol.; Summary of committee on fellowships, with transfers, 
licenses granted and renewed, 1883-1912, 1 vol.; Summary of Universalist 
parishes by states, with names of church officers, valuation of church 
property, expenditures and contributions, 1901-03, 3 vols.; Biographical | 
data on present and deceased ministers, 2 file drawers; Receipts and ex- 
penditures of general and trust funds, 1877--, with record of mortgages, 
real estate and bonds, 1906-15,1927--, 32 vols., current volumes in cus- 
tody of Mr. A. Ingham Bickneli, treasurer, 6 Beacon Street, Boston; 
Trustees’ ledger, 1912-23, 1 vol.; Receipts, 1902-06, 1916--, 4 vols.; 
Receipts from sale of church property, 1912-23, 1 vol.; Receipts from 
special accounts, 1904-05, 1 vol.; Receipts of collections for Japan and 
building drive, 1906-11, 1920-25, 2 vols.; Near East Relief subscriptions, 
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Byo 1 vol.; Gloucester church maintenance fund, 1920, 1, card file; 
Scholarship gifts and loans, 1866--, 1 vol.; List of students who re- 
ceived aid from the General Convention, 1885-91, in possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society; Bank statements, 1919-35, 7 bdls.; 
Drafts, 1914-18, 1 vol.; Trial balances, 1916-17, 1 vol.; Vouchers, 
1912-23, 1930-39, 10 vols.; Record of securities, 1905-12, 1 vol.; 

Bonds and notes, 1919-23, 1 bdl.; Securities, stocks and bonds, in cus- 
tody of Mr. A. Ingham Bicknell, and kept in vault of Pilgrim Trust 
Company, 31 Milk Street, Boston; Deeds’, and copies of wills, 2 file 
drawers; Agreements, deeds, mortgages, leases, notes, insurance policies 
(current), 3 file drawers, in custody of Mr. A. Ingham Bicknell; Letters: 
from standing committee of Second Society of Universalists in the Town 
of Boston to standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, 
relative to arrangements for entertainment of members of United States 
Convention of Universalists, 1838, to clerk of United States Convention 
of Universalists, inviting convention to hold its sessions in society's 
meetinghouse, 1851, 2 items, both in possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society; relative to Japan Mission, 1 bdl.; relative to cur- 
rent financial matters, 5 file drawers in custody of Mr. A. Ingham 


Bicknell; Correspondence files, by years, 1933--, 23 file dravers, and 
20 transfer cases; Correspondence files, permanent and alphabetical, 20 
file drawers; Reports of trustees, printed, scattered 1904-19, 5 vols. 


in possession of the Universalist Historical Society; Reports of aren, 
1920-23, 1954, 1936--, 6 vols.; Reports of Japan Mission, 1909-25, 1 bdl. 
Description of Japan, hdw., 1 vol., 78 pp.; Blueprints of Shizuoka 
Universalist Church, Japan, n.d., 7; Universalist Registers and Year 
Books, 1839--, (1844 missing), 37 paper-covered vols., 7 bound vols.; "The 
One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding of Universalism in 
America," held at the Independent Christian Church, Gloucester, August, 
1920, (stenographic record), 1920, 6 vols.; Diary of convention matters, 
1877-82, 1 vol.; Convention attendance record, 1888-1907, 1 vol.; A Letter 
from Doctor Cummins, 1939, 8 pp.; The Universalist Forward-Together 
Program, 1959-1943, What It Is, leaflet; The Universalist General 
Convention, Charter, Laws of Organization, Constitution and Bylaws, 1937, 
(Boston, Universalist General Convention, 1937, 13 pp.); The Universalist 
General Convention, Laws of Fellowship, Government and Discipline, The 
Universalist General Convention (Boston, 1937, 11 pp.), 1 vol.; First 
Universalist Society in Huntington, New York, Minutes of the society, with 
coustitution and bylaws, list of original members, and corresyondence 
covering closing of church, 1836-1915,.1 vol. The following records are 
in possession of the Universalist Historical Society: Confession of Faith 
adopted by the General Convention of Universalists at its session in 
Wineneerer, vine, A.D.*18035,n.d., printed, 1 item;;Articles of Faith; 
Plan of Church Government and Covenant, proposed by General Convention of 
Universalists in the Year of our Lord 1803, (Charlestown, Caleb Rand, 1844, 
20 pp.) , in book titled Church Records, First Universalist Church, 


Garett Be sigicr uiueer satis ts in the United States of America, ” (New 


York, A. Taylor and Co., 1857, 12 pp.), in book titled Records of the 
First Universalist Society of Charlestown, 1812-64, 1 vol.; Laws for 
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Securing a Uniform Organization of the Universalist Church, (New York, 
Robert Gair, 1877, 37 pp), 1 vol.$} Manual of the Universalist General 
Convention, with charter, constitution, bylaws, laws of fellowship, govern- 
ment and discivline, 1900, 1916, 3 vols.; Constitution of the Universalist 
General Convention, (1921), 16 pp., 1 wol.; Sermons delivered at United 
States Conventions of Universalists, held in New York City and Providence, 
R, I., (Boston, James M. Usher, 1852, 1853, 1858, 285 pp.), 8 vole, 


2. UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE (New England Universalist 
Publishing House), 1862--, 16 Beacon Street, Boston, 


The Universalist Publishing House wes organized as the New England 
Universalist Publishing House at a meeting held on January 30, 1862, at 
221 Washington Street, Boston. The purpose of this organization, which 
had been promoted by Revs. Alonzo Ames Miner and Thomas J. Sawyer, was to 
establish "a denominational paper, to be the organ of the Universalists 
of Massachusetts and of such other states as shall elect." A few days 
later, on February 3, a plan of organization was submitted to the execu- 
tive committee of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9), 
which passed a resolution favoring the organization. The stockholders of 
the Publishing House organized on April 21, almost the entire stock issue 
having been subscribed by members of the Second Society of Universalists 
in Boston, parishioners of the Rev. Mr. Miner (see entry 66). 


Prior to this organization, there had been various publications, the 
earliest of which, The Universalist Magazine, had been edited by Rev. 
Abel C. Sarjent in 1793. This publication continued for only a year, but 
was revived in 1819, under the editorship of Rev. Hosea Ballou. In 1828, 
the name of the periodical was changed to The Trumpet and Universalist 
Magazine; publication continued under that name until 1862, under the 
editorship of Rev. Thomas Whittemore. In 1862, this journal merged with 
The Christian Freeman and Family Visitor, the new paper resulting from 
the merger being called The Trumpet and Christian Freeman. 

Through correspondence and interviews with the proprietors of the 
denominational journals in New England, the vroprietors of the New 
England Publishing House deemed it impracticable to negotiate with any 
except the proprietors of The Trumpet and Christian Freeman. This peri- 
odical was purchased, and shortly thereafter a Sunday School paper, 
Myrtle, and a bookstore at 37 Cornhill were acquired, and the corporation 
took possession on October 20, 1862.1 Three years later, the publishing 
house purchased the book and publishing business of Tompkins and Company 
of Boston. In 1867, the name of the corporation was changed to the 
Universalist Publishing House. In 1873, the Sunday School Helper was 


1. Richard Eddy, Universalism in America, II, p. 477. 
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acquired, and is still published by the House. Six years later, The 
Christian Leader, which had been published in Utica, New York, was pur- 
chased, and united with The Universalist, the successor of The Trumpet 
and Christian Freeman; the combined publication continuing as The 
Christian Leader. From 1897 to 1926, the name of this journal was_changed 
to The Universalist Leader, reverting in 1926 to its former title.- 


One of the first rules adopted after the organization of the Publish- 
ing House was that as soon as business paid expenses and the stock was 
redeemed, the institution should pass into the hands of 21 permanent or 
life trustees, to be administered for the benefit of the denomination. 


Rev. Richard Eddy, in Universalism in America, lists 182 Universalist 
periodicals published prior to 1886. In 1939, Rev. Robert Cummins re- 
ported to the Universalist General Convention (see entry lV) that ‘eight 
regional periodicals were being published by the denomination, while The 
Christian Leader faced possible extinction. He advocated integration of 


‘the publishing activities, and full support of The Christian Leader. 


The Pudlishing House leased quarters at 37 Cornhill from 1862 to 
1878, and from 1878 to 1889 at 16 Bromfield Street. For the next two 
decades, it occupied a building at 30 West Street, the purchase of which 
had been made possible through the sale of the home of Thomas A. Goddard 
on Tremont Street. On January 1, 1910, the Publishing House established 
itself ina new building at 359 Boylston Street, which later became the 
Universalist headquarters. Twelve years later, the Publishing House pur- 
chased a dwelling at 176 Newbury Street, which also served as headquarters 
for the denomination, until, in 1933, the present building at 16 Beacon 
Street was deeded to the Universalist Publishing House, as agent for the 
denomination, by the American Units rian Association (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). This vroperty, which 
had been willed to the American Unitarian Association in 1919 by Mrs. 
Martha B. Angell, and had been used by the Association as an annex to its 
headguarters, was transferred to the Universalists with a reversionary 
clause. Improvements and alterations in the building were made, and the 
Universalist General Convention and allied organizations took possession. 
The building at 176 Newbury Street is still used by the Publishing House 
for its editorial office and ocrinting plant. 


See: John van Schaick, Jr., "Beginnings of The Christian Leader," 
in The Christian Leader, May 8, 1926; John van Schaick, Jr., "The 01d 


Homes of the Publishing House," with nicture of first building at 37 
Cornhill, Boston, in The Christian Leader, May 29, 1926; William H. 

for picture of building erected in 1909 on Boylston Street, Boston; Louis 
C. Cornish, "16 Beacon Street," in The Christian Register, April 13, 1933; 
"The Universalist Publishing House," editorial in The Christian Leader, 
Mayr cboy jb goo. 


1. For complete genealogy of Christian Leader, see "History," p. 30. 
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The following records, except when otherwise noted, are in the cus- 
tody of Rev. Emerson Hugh Lalone, manager, 16 Beacon Street, Boston: 
Minutes of corporation, with articles of association, list of stock sub- 
scribers, bylaws, treasurer's reports, 1862--, 6 vols., earlier volumes 
located at 176 Newbury Street, Boston; Receipts and expenditures, 1918--, 

4 vols., 2 bundles, earlier volumes and bundles are located at 176 Newbury 


Street; Auditor's reports, orinted, 1953--, 8 items. 


Property recordings in Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Tremont and Mason Streets, purchase and sale, vol. 1602, ». 69, recorded 
June 16, 1883; vol. 1872, p. 315, recorded April 20, 1889; West and 
Mason Streets, purchase and sale, vol. 1844, p. 29, recorded October 13, 
1888; vol. 1872, pv. 317, recorded April 20, 1889; Boylston Street and 
passageway, 5 purchases and sale of entire property, vol. 3021, p. 185, 
recorded February 14, 1905; vol. 3304, p. 592, recorded September 1, 1908; - 
vol. 5424, p. 31, recorded January 21, 1910; vol. 4838, ov. 344, recorded 
October 1, 1926; Newbury Street, purchase, vol. 4292, »o. 441, recorded 
May 11, 1921; 16 Beacon Street, vnurchase from American Unitarian Associa- 
tion, vol. 5375, 9. 497, recorded March) 6) 1955. 


Other recordings in Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Articles of association of the Proprietors of The Universalist, vol. 810, 
p. 3S, recorded March 24, 1862; Amendments to the Articles, and change of 
name to New England Universalist Publishing House, vol. 814, p. 65, re- 
corded July 12, 1862; Amendments to Articles, vol. 814, ». 144, recorded 
July 21, 1862; Change of name to Universalist Publishing House, vol. 928, 
p. 282, recorded June 13, 1868. 


Record of incorporation: Massachusetts Speciel Laws, 1872, ch. 286, av- 
proved April 30, 1872; Ibid., 1910, ch. 86, approved February 17, 1910; 
Ibid., ch. 85, approved March 10, 1921. 


3. ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALIST WOMEN (Women's Centenary Aid 
Association, Women's Centenary Association, Women's National 
Missionary Association of the Universalist Church), 1869--, 
16 Beacon Street, Boston. 


A group of Universalist women, in attendance at the Universalist 
General Convention (see entry 1) in Buffalo, N. Y., in 1869, met, and or- 
ganized to assist in raising the Murray Fund to commemorate the one hun- 
dreath anniversary of Rev. John Murray's first sermon in America. The 
women chose the name Women’s Centenary Aid Association. It was voted to 
elect a vice-president from each state to have charge of pledges and col- 
lections. The first national meeting was held in Gloucester the following 
year on September 21, and $35,000 was presented to the General Convention. 
A meeting was called at Philadelphia, Pa., on September 20, 1871, to close 
the affairs of the Association. However, it was voted to continue the 
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organization, independent of the General Convention, and the name Women's 
Centenary Association was adopted. A charter was applied for in the 
District of Columbia, which was received in 1873. The objects of the 
Association, as therein stated, were: "To assist weak parishes, foster 
Sunday Schools, help educate worthy young women students for the ministry, 
relieve the needs of disabled preachers, ministers' widows and orphans, 
distribute denominational literature, and do both home and foreign mis- 
Sionary work." For several years, both ministers and laymen contended 
that the organization was a rival of the General Convention, and technically, 
jilegal, but these claims were refuted. Opposition to the Association con- 
tinued, until a report of work accomplished was made in 1873, at which time 
the General Convention congratuleted the Association. In 1877, the General 
Convention recognized the work of the Association by electing Mrs. George 
B. Marsh, of St. Paul's Church, Chicago (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Universalist Archives in Illinois), the first woman member of its board 
of trustees. Missionary work in Scotland was started in 1875, and, a 
short time later, in Japan. In 1904, Miss M. Agnes Hathaway was sent to 
' Japan by the Association to augment the mission started by the General 
Convention some years before. In 1907, the $20,000 Blackmer Home Endowmen’. 
Fund was established to provide for the continuance of the work at the Home 
in Tokyo. ‘This endowment was completed in 1915, and that year the Associa- 
tion assumed entire responsibility for the support of the Home, kindergarten, 
and two American workers. Mission work et Durham, North Carolina, had been 
undertaken in 1908, and, 3 years later, at the request of the North Carolina 
Universalist Convention, the Association took charge of all denominational 
work in that state. In 1919, in recognition of the Association's fiftieth 
anniversary, a Jubilee Fund of $100,000 was established for mission work in 
the United States. 


As the Association grew, the form of organization was changed to state 
and local societies, as at present. In 1905, the name was changed to the 
Women's National Missionary Association of the Universalist Church. Again, 
on October 18, 1939, the name was changed to the Association of Universalist 
Women. The young women and girls of the churches were organized in October 
1917 into separate groups known as Clara Barton Guilds. 


See: Ella E. Manning, In the Beginning, Boston, The Women's National 
Missionary Association of the Universalist Church, n.d., 12 pp.); Introduc- 
ing the Women's National Missionary Associetion of the Universalist Church, 
(Boston, The Women's National Missionary Association of the Universalist 
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Missionary Association of the Universalist Church: Its History, Purpose 


ES SS 


and Program, Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1939, 20 pps). 


The following records, taken from a listing by the Association, are 
in the custody of Miss Dorothy Thomas, secretary, 16 Beacon Street, Boston, 
and are located, except when otherwise noted, in a vault of the First 
National Bank, 426 Boylston Street, Boston: Minutes of Association, 1869- 
1919, 2 vols.; Minutes of Association conventions, with reports of officers, 
committees,.and of Clara Barton Guild, ptd., 1899--, 22 vols., located at 
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16 Beacon Street; Register: life, memorial, and pave members , meer 
1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures of Association, scattered eee pds, 
and 1932--, 21 vols., current volumes are located at 16 Beacon Street; ; 
Treasurer's reports, ptd., 1935--, 3 vols., located at 16 Beacon Street; 
Special-funds accounts; church-building loan fund; besuests of Lusetta Coe, 
Bensomin Lewis, Anna Johnson, and Tellageal Hadenberg; Surety Bonds for. 
treasurer and corresponding secretary of Association; Compact between 
trustees of the General Convention and the executive board of the Associa- 
tion; Contracts between Association and missionaries, 1885--, 26 items; 
Agreement with M. Agnes Hathaway , (deceased) copy, May 1, 1905; Agreement 
between Association and Young People's Christian Union relating to fresh- 
air camps at the Clara Barton Birthplace, January 2, 1926; Report of 
Seottish Mission for National Association; Papers: on Carrie Underwood 
Estate; of Ammidon and Bicknell, re. mortgages, etc.; relating to charter; 
Last Will and Testament of Tellazeal Hedenberg; Will of W. H. Williams, 
copy; Chayo Kindergarten pledge; Letters; Estimate on cost of certificates, 
jnvolved by change of name; Extracts of minutes: Vote that Liberty Trust 
Company of Boston be depository of securities of the Association; Motion 
regarding restoration of Clara Barton's birthplace; Our Women Workers, 

KE. R. Hawson, 1881, The Star Covenant Office, Chicago, 1 vol., Ella E. 
Bartlett, with story of Mr. Blackmer's life; Charter, constitution and by- 
laws of the Association, 1882, 1898, 1902, 1905, 1906, 1931, pital) 6 veueee 
current volume located at 16 Beacon Street; Introducing the Women's 
National Missionary Association of the Universalist Church, (Boston, The 
Women's National Missionary Association of the Universalist Church, 1936), 
leaflet; Certificates of incorporation of Women's Centenary Association 
and Women's National Missionary Association, 3 items. Current minutes of 
the Association are reported to be in the custody and possession of Miss 
Ida M. Folsom, secretary, Dover-Foxcroft, Maine. Records of Clara Barton 
Guild are reported to be in the custody and possession of Mrs. James 
Henderson, secretary, 35 Linden street, Providence, R. I. 


SA. CLARA BARTON BIRTHPLACE AND CLARA BARTON CAMP FOR DIABETIC 
GIRLS, 1921--, Oxford. 


In March 1921, a hundred years after the birth of Clara Barton, founder 
or the American Red Cross, her birthplace in North Oxford, was purchased by 
the Women's National Missionary Association as a memorial, and was opened to 
the public on October 12 of that year. The building has gradually been 
restored in keeping with the period, and much of the furniture in the home- 
stead belonged to the Barton family. In 1926, a fresh-air camp for under- 
privileged girls was opened there. The camp was maintained for 2 months 
cach summer until 1932, when the Clara Barton Camp for Diabetic Girls came 
into being. This camp, the joint project of Dr. Elliott P. Joslin of Boston 
and Oxford, and the Association of Universalist Women, is non-sectarian and 
provides medical care and Supervised activities for diabetic girls between 
the ages of 3 and 20. A large barn near the homestead provides a recreation 
room, and laboratory. A new administration building, constructed in 1938, 
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contains offices, dining room, kitchen and staff quarters, and four 
Sleeping cabins house the girls. 


See: The Clara Barton Camp for Diabetic Girls, (Boston, Women's 
National Missionary Association, 1939, 8 pp.); Judy Invites You to Look 
Into a Pictorial Story of the Clara Barton Camp for Diabetic Girls, at 
the Birthplace of Clara Barton, North Oxford, Mass., 1940, (Boston, The 
Association of Universalist Women, [1940], folder). 


The following records are in the custody of Dr. Elliott P. Joslin, 
Clara Barton Camp for Diabetic Girls, North Oxford: Receipts and expendi- 
tures, 1935--, 2 vols.; Records of tests of diabetic children, 1932--, 1 
vol. Additional records are in the custody and possession of Miss 
Gertrude M. Whiple, Chairman of Clara Barton Birthplace work, R. F. D., 
“Henville, sR. 1. 


Property recordings at Worcester County. South District, Registry 
of Deeds, Worcester: One parcel on Old Charlton Road leading from 
Oxford to Charlton and second parcel on southerly side of the road from 
North Oxford to Charlton, purchase, vol. 2238, p. 245 recorded March 
14, 1921; MeIntyre's Road from Taft Hill to Texas Village, purchase, vol. 
20.6, p. 3, recorded February 18, 19350. 


4, YOUNG PEOPLE'S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 1884-92 (defunct) , 
Boston. 


At the Universalist General Convention (see entry 1) of 1884, the 
board of trustees reported its acceptance of the plan of its committee 
on Mission Boxes, Mrs. George B. Marsh, chairman, to organize a Young 
People's Missionary Society in every church of the denomination. The 
Board reported 6 such associations in 1884, 28 in 1885, 28 in 1886, 38 
in 1887, 49 in 1888, and 55 in 1889. These organizations joined with 
other young people's societies to form the Young People's Christian 
Union (see entry 5) and after 1892 disappears from the Year Book. 


No records have been found. 


Se YOUNG PEOPLE'S CHRISTIAN UNION OF THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, 
(National Union), 1889--, 16 Beacon Street, Boston. 


The Young People's Christian Union, national organization of the 
youth in the Universalist denomination, was brought into being half a 
century ago, in October 1889, in lynn. This action officially recog- 
nized the growing youth movement, which had developed rapidly in 
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religious circles since the formation of a Young People's Society of 
Christian Endeavor by Rev. F. E. Clark, a Congregational minister of 


Portland, Maine (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in 
Between 1881 and 1889, there were 38 Universalist Christian 


Endeavor Societies. Sixty-three local Young People's Missionary Associa- 
tions {see entry 4), had been formed since 1885, and there were, in ad- 


dition, 22 unaffiliated young neople's groups. 


Maine). 


In 1883, the Universalist Union, a paper for young veople, was being 
sublished in New York State by Revs. Stephen Herbert Roblin, Lewis Beals 
Fisher, John Franklin Leland, and Mr. James D. Tillinghast, a young lawyer. 


From New York the Rev. Mr. Roblin moved to Bay City, Michigan, and 
there organized a very successful Young People's Christian Endeavor 
Society, (see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist Archives in Michigan). 
An open letter calling for a national organization of Universalist young 
people was sent by this group to all known young people's societies in the 
denomination. This same desire for national organization was finding ex- 
pression at the same time in the East. In 1889, the General Convention 
of the Universalist Church was scheduled to hold its annual sessions -in 
lynn, where there was a very active young people's group. This society 
obtained permission to call a convention of young people on the day pre- 
ceding the meetings of the General Convention. One hundred and thirty- 
one delegates responded to the call, representing 56 societies from 13 
states. The delegates formally organized, adopted a constitution and 
elected officers. Mr. Lee E. Joslyn of Bay City, Michigan, was chosen 
the first president, James D. Tillinghast of Buffalo, New York, secretary, 
and Miss Nannie Jenison of Lynn, treasurer. 


The new society was incorporated.as the "Young People's Christian 
Union of the Universalist Church." It was, in the beginning, called the 
National Union, and since then has been designated as the General Union — 
and as the Central Union. Now it is again known as the National Union, 
although the organization is generally referred to as the Y. P. C. U. 


The western New York paper, the Universalist Union, was made the 
official organ of the Y. P. C. U., which, in 1893, assumed control of the 
paper, renaming it Onward. Since then, it has been printed by the 
Universalist Publishing House (see entry 2), and is issued monthly to the 
constituent grouvs of the Union. | 


The first regular convention of the Y. P. C. U. was held in Rochester, 
New York. Annual conventions have been held in various cities in all 
parts of the country. Since 1894 they have been held in July, instead of 
in che fall when the Universalist General Convention holds its sessions. 


From its inception, the Y. P. C. U. has been actively engaged in 
home and foreign mission work. It began at once to build new churches 
in the United States, and then to pay, in part, the salaries of the sev- 
eral ministers over a period of from 10 to 20 years. Four churches were 
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thus established in Harriman, Tennessee, Atlanta, Georgia, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and financial assistance was 
given the church in Little Rock, Arkansas (see forthcoming Inventories 
and a chapel built there. In addition to the establishment of these 
churches, the Y. P. C. U. paid the salaries of from one to three "liberal 
evangelists" in Texas for a number of years. 


Another form of home-mission work in which the Y. P. C. U. has. co- 
operated for many years has been in the field of social service. These 
endeavors have been carried on under the Christian Citizenship department, 
the Good Citizenship department, and are now develoved as Christian- 
service projects. .The most notable of these has been in support of the 
work carried on at the birthplace of Clara Barton in North Oxford (see 
entry 3A). At the same time that the Y. P. C. U. carried on its home- 
mission program, it also aided various foreign-mission enterprises chiefly 
in Korea and in Japan. For many years, the Y. P. C. U. had its.own Post- 
Office Mission department, through which Universalist literature was sent 
to individuals in the United States and in many foreign countries. As 
part of this work, a loan library was operated for some years. 


Much of the missionary work of the Y. P. C. U. was financed through 
a "Two Cents A Week" plan, each member of the organization pledging that 
amount for support of the work. At the present time, the Y. P. ©. -U. 
raises about one-half of its budget, the remainder being contributed by 
the General Convention. 


Within 3 years of the formation of the Y. P. C. U. the first summer 
institute was held. Since then, the summer institute has become increas- 
ingly important in its program. Four regional summer conferences are 
held each year: Ferry Beach in Maine, a conference in the Mid-West, one 
in North Carolina and one in Murray Grove in New Jersey. 


Young People's Day, which has been observed for some years, is held 
in February in many churches, the service being conducted and the sermon 
delivered by the young people themselves and sponsored nationally by the 
ape stake os. 


The fiftieth anniversary convention was held in July 1959, at Lynn 


Minutes of regular and special meetings, 1889--, 8 vols., Universalist 
Union, 1887-93, Onward, official monthly organ, 4 pp., 18°5--; all records 


in custody of Mr. William E. Gardner, secretary, and are deposited in the 
Grice sate) or the Y.).Ps, Cs U.,) 16 Beacon Street, Boston. Frederick A. 
Bisbee, Twenty-fifth Anniversary, Young People's Christian Union of the 
Universalist Church, Souvenir Program and Miniature History, 1889, 
(Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1914, 74 pp.), in the possession 
of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in 
custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation; Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1898, ch. 158, approved March 10, 1898. 
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GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, 3 


6. 
1913--, 16 Beacon Street, Boston. 


The Gencral Sunday School Association of the Universalist Church was 
organized in Chicago at the Universalist General Convention (see entry 1) 
on October 25, 1913. Prior to the organization of this association, action 
bad been taken by the General Convention to awaken interest in religious 
sducation. A commission was appointed in 1911 to study and report the 
needs of Universalist Sunday Schools. In 1912, at the General Convention, 
a meeting of the commission was held and it was agreed to meet again in 
July of the next year. At a meeting held in Utica, New York, in July, 
1913, Judge Brayton A. Field of Watertown, New York, moved that a "National 
Sunday School Association of the Universalist Church" be formed. A com- 
mittee was appointed to formulate a statement of objectives. Temporary 
officers were elected to serve for a period of 3 months. Three months 
later at the General Convention in Chicago, the promoters of the Associa- 
tion gathered and organization was accomplished under the name of the 
General Sunday School Association of the Universalist Church. The elected 
officers were, President, Rev. George E. Huntley, New York; Vice-presidents, 
Rev. Carl F. Henry, Massachusetts and Miss Beatrice, Illinois; Secretary, 
Miss Ada C. Buckley, New York, and treasurer, Mr. Marshall A. Brown, Ohio. 
The function of this association is to supply leadership and guidance in 
all matters pertaining to the local church school. Organically it is the 
association of every Universalist church school (and several in federated 
churches) cooperating that each may more effectively pursue its task. It 
is also the coordinating agency for state Sunday School associations. 


Minutes, 1915--, loose leaf, all but current records kept at 16 
Beacon Street, in custody of Miss Susan M. Andrews, executive director, 
current records in possession of Mrs. Robert M. Rice, secretary, 81 Jason 
Street, Arlington; Receipts and expenditures, 1913--, reported to be in 
possession of Mr. Glenn R. McIntire, Treasurer, 9 Page Street, Brunswick,. 
Maine. The minutes have also been typed, one for each year, 1913--, and 
are kept at 16 Beacon Street, Boston. 


7. UNIVERSALIST GENERAL REFORM ASSOCIATION (New England Universalist 
Reform Association), 1847-63, Boston. 

In 1846, a resolution was passed in the annual meeting of the | 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) asking for the forma- 
tion of a New England Universalist Reform Association. Other state conven- 
tions were asked to concur and in 1847, the Universalist General Reform 
Association came into being. This orgenization was the logical outcome of 
vhe many expressions of feeling against slavery, against war, and for 
various types of social reform which had characterized the 1iberal leader- 
ship of the Universalists. Reform clubs were formed in many churches and 
the supporters engaged in promoting poor house, prison and other serene 
measures, There was some opposition to this movement, especially on the 


part of those who felt the peace and Toy 
endangered. P harmony of the denomination would be 
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The Directory lists the organization for the years 1849-63. Its 
passing during the Civil War, and the failure to revive it when the war 
was over may be of some significance. 


See: The Universalist Christian Repository, June 2, 1852. 


General Reform Association, (Boston, Abel Tomkins, 1849, 31 pp.); Fifth 
Annual Report of the Corresponding Secretary of the Universalist General 
Reform Association, (Boston, Abel Tomkins, 1852, 36 op.), both volumes in 
possession of Universalist Historical Society. 


8. UNIVERSALIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1854-48; 1874--, Tufts College, 
Medford. 


The Universalist Historical Society was organized at the session of 
the Universalist General Convention (see entry 1) held in the First 
Universalist Church in Albany, New York (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Universalist Archives in New York) on September 18, 1834. Rev. Thomas 
Whittemore was appointed chairman, and Rev. Thomas J. Sawyer, secretary. 
The latter served with Rev. William S. Balch and Rev. Abel C. Thomas as 
a committee to draft a constitution. The constitution as adopted stated 
that the purpose of the society is "to collect and preserve facts ver- 
taining to the history and condition of the doctrine of Universalism, to- 
gether with books and papers having reference to the same subject." Also 
the officers were to be elected annually, and “any Universalist in good 
standing" might "be admitted to membership by affixing his name to this 
constitution." The first officers elected to serve the society were Revs. 
Hosea Ballou, 2nd, president, Pitt Morse, vice-president, Thomas J. Sawyer, 
secretary, and Thomas Whittemore, treasurer. 


The society met annually until 1848, and, after a lapse of 26 years 
during which time it held no meetings, a meeting was called during the 
sessions of the Universalist General Convention of 1874 held in New York 
City. Revs. Abel C. Thomas of Philadelphia was elected president and 
Thomas J. Sawyer as secretary. At the meeting of the society held in 
lynn in October 1875, a committee, consisting of Revs. Alonzo Ames Miner 
of Boston, Thomas J. Sawyer of Tufts College, and Richard Eddy of Gloucester, 
was appointed to obtain a charter from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The formalities of this action were completed at a meeting on October 16, 
1876, and the same name and constitution were adopted. The officers of 
the new corporation were: Revs. Richard Eddy, vresident, A. St. John 
Chambre, vice-president, Thomas J. Sawyer, secretary and librarian, Edwin 
Davis, treasurer, and Rev. I. M. Atwood and Hon. H. B. Peirce; directors. 
The certificate of incorporation was signed before a justice of the peace 
November 13, 1876, and a charter was issued January 1, 1877. 
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The amendment to the constitution in 1885 to provide for membership 
dues brings out a point worthy of notice. Previously the basis of men 
bership was simply the applicant's signature subscribed to the constitu- 
tion in the minute book of the society. In this list may be found the | 
autographs of such Universalist notables as Hosea Ballou, Sebastian 
Streeter, Thomas Starr King, Hosea Ballou, 2nd, Abel C. Thomas, Otis A. 
Skinner, Sylvanus Cobb, Thomas Whittemore, and 313 others. 


According to Mr. Hosea Starr Ballou, the early acauisitions of the 
society were kept in the custody of its secretary, the Rev. Mr. Sawyer, 
and presumably accompanied him to his several pastorates until his ap- 
pointment as professor of theology at the Tufts Divinity School in 1869. 
Since then the holdings of the society have been kept in various build- 
ings of the college, and are now located in their own library in Crane 
Chapel. Access to these holdings may be secured on application to the 
librarian of the society, Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


Minutes, 1834-48, 1874--, with constitution and membership list, 
secretary's and treasurer's reports, 1 vol.; membership dues card file, 
50 regular and 4 life members, 1925--, both in custody of Mr. Vinton A. 
Sears, secretary, 31 State Street, Boston; check book, 1 vol., cancelled 
checks, 13C items, bank statements, 216 items, 1916--; in custody of Mr. 
Thomas S. Knight, treasurer, 140 Federal Street, Boston. The following 
records are in possession of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts 
College, Medford, and in the custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole: 
Secretary's reports, 1880-81, 2 items; Treasurer's accounts, 1893-1901, 
1 vol.; Letters: Charles Francis Adams and Worthington C. Ford to Rev. 
Anson Titus, both relative to location of correspondence between Rev. 
John Murray and John Adams (Mass. Historical Society), 1911, 2 items; 
Martin I. J. Griffin to librarian, citing bibliographical material, 1911, 
i item; Rev. E. W. Whitney, The Organization of the Universalist Church, 
1908, tms., 14 pp., 1 vol.; Book list, 1895, 1905, 2 vols. 


— 


The Holdings of the Universalist Historical Society 


al The material hereinafter listed will be found in the office of the — 
uibrary at Crane Hall, Tufts College, Medford. It is kept in duly marked 
folders in files or on open shelves, or in labeled boxes. 


Universalist General Convention 


"Minutes", 1843, in The Balm of Gilead, November 4, 1843, 1 item; 
Minutes of the Universalist General Convention, scattered, 1831-1937, 57 
vols. ; Confession of Faith adopted by the General Convention of Universalists 
at its session in Winchester, N. H., A.D. 1805, printed broadside, 1 item; 
Articles of Faith, Plan of Church Government and Covenant proposed by 
General Convention cf Universalists, in the Year of our Lord 1803, 20 pp. 


a: 
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in book titled Church Records, lst Universalist Church, Charlestown, 
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titled Records of the Ist Universalist Society of Charlestown, 1812-64, 1 
vol.; Constitution of the Universalist General Convention, n.i, Poek, LO 
pp., 1 vol.; Laws for Securing a Uniform Organization of the Universalist 
1900, 1916, vp., 3 vols.; Universalist Year Book, scattered, 1922-34, vp., 
13 vols.; Universalist Biennial Resorts and Directory, 1937-1938, 132 pp., 
I vol.; U. S. Convention of Universalists in the City of New York, 1852, 
1853, containing sermons preached before the convention with portraits of 
preachers, (Boston, J. M. Usher, 1852, 1853, 285 pp.), 4 vols.; Sermons 
delivered during the Session of the United States Convention of Universa- 
Lists 1858, (Boston, James M: Usher, 1859, 285 pp.), 4 vols.; List of 
students receiving convention aid, 1885-91, 1 item; Letters: Standing 
committee of Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston to 
standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, relative to 
arrangements for entertainment of members of United States Convention of 
Universalists, 1838, and to clerk of United States Convention of Universa- 
lists, inviting convention to hold its sessions in society's meetinghouse, 
1851, 2 items; Proceedings at the Universalist Centenial September 20-21-22, 
1870, held in Gloucester, Massachusetts, Boston, Universalist Publishing 
House, 1870, 110 pp. 


Universalist General Reform Association 


Second Annual Report of the Corresponding Secretary of the Universa- 


list General Reform Association (Boston, Abel Tompkins, 1849, 31 pp.), 1 
vol.; Fifth Anmieal Report of the Corresponding Secretary of the Universa- 
list General Reform Association (Boston, Abel Tompkins, 1852, 36 pvp.}), 1 
VOR’. 

Massachusetts 
Boston 


First Universalist Society in Boston 


Minutes of standing committee, 1815-48, with minutes of proprietors, 
1815-34, revorts of officers and committees, and copy of act to incorporate 
the proprietors of society, March 6, 1806, 3 vols., Extracts of minutes of 
society, relative to alteration of building plans, June 7, 1838, Extract 
of minutes of society, reporting appointment of committee to dispose of 
property, February 10, 1861, Extract of minutes of society, reporting ap- 
pointment of committee to execute deed of conveyance of property to the 
Boston Baptist Bethel Society, May 24, 1864; Receipts and expenditures of 
society, 1850-64, with list of pewholders and tax accounts, and with record 
of disposition of society's assets among proprietors, May 30, 136453. Vols, ; 
Subscription list, for support of Rev. John Murray, and for other expenses 
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of society, 1795; Itemized staterent of salary received and balance due 
the Rev. Mr. Murray, 1796-1800, 1800; Treasurer's account and report of 
finance committee, relative to reduction of buiciing debt, 1848-54, 1 vol.; 
Treasurer's reports, 1792-1862, 70 items; Promissory notes, canceled, 1798- 
1864, 165 items; Receipted bills, expense incurred for church maintenance, 
1824-64, 173 items; Receipts for salaries, 1824-64, 150 items; Receipted 
state, county and city tax bills (store property), 1840-65, 19 items; Re- 
ceipts for pew rentals, 1795-1842, 17 items; Receipts from sale of pews, 
1793-1864, 40 items; Receipts for surplus from sale of pews of auction, 
1828-30, 5 items; Pew deeds, 1796-1863, 125 items; Transfer of pew deeds, 
dates of issue, 1796-1855, dates of transfer, 1801-65, 207 items; Certifi- 
cates of lost pew deeds, 1864, 8 items; Valuation of pews by assessors, 
1793-1837, 7 items; List of pewholders, n.d.; Reports of standing committee, 
1799-1864, 57 items; Report of committee appointed to collect funds for 
purchase of portrait of the Rev. Mr. Murray, 1825; Report of building com- 
mittee, appointed May 30, 1838, n.d.; Report of committee appointed to ap- 
praise property of society, 1844; Reports of building, relief, music and 
other committees of society, 1799-1864, 209 items; Reports, proposed chang 
in bylaws, relative to, n.d., 2 items; Agreements: John Sweetser of 
Charlestown and society, to build 12 pews in south gallery of Murray meet- 
inghouse, 1806; society and pewholders, to convey interest in old meeting- 
house in order to raise money for erection of new edifice, 1857, 3 sets; 
Susan Parkman and society, relative to changes in mortgage, 1838; Thomas 
C. Savory and society, to paint interior of church, 1843; George Stevens 
and society, to manufacture and install organ, 1851, Ansel N. Libdby, 
Stillman H. Libby and Franklin F. Libby and society for alterations of 
store buildings at 332 and 338 Hanover Street, 1857; pewholders in south 
gallery and society, to allow Sunday School to occupy pews, n.d.; 
Bonds covering treasurers of society, 1832-64, 14 items; Legal opinion 
sites of society , relative to disposition of society's property , 1861; 

7 gages, 1859, 1858, 2 items; Petition to society by John Davis, lessee, 
to aanae flue into chimney of meetinghouse, 1855; Leases, scattered, 
rahe son Ohare Inti pretence a Ann Furness to standing committee, for 
oe ey 92; an ac of incorporation, copy, 1806; Insurance 
je nek gan, 1847-63, 16 items; Notices of public auction of 
pews, 1822-62, 8 items (3 printed); proprietors, 1823-64, 6 items (1 
printed) ; Writ of attachment on pew, issued in case of Silas and William 
ie Ud hen Welch and C. H. Vose, 1846; Proxies by members, authoriz- 
lane ede ae eee Ki er? stead, 1855-64, 50 items; Amendment to by- 
paeid erase : : or S ullading committee, with proposals for building, 

7 3, ned., mS ; to John Brazer, from society, with thanks for gift 

of timepiece, 1792; to standing committee from Enoch H. Snelling, on behalf of 1 
oe Hast BBR eects gift of timepiece for vestry, 1841; to soekere conteiana 
ae from ice Levee, 1853, and from North End Social Parties, 1857, for or- 
gan, 2 items;from Rev. John Murray, to John Adams, relative t iti 3 
et as, re Oo volitical ap- 
pointment for Epez Sargent, 1789, relative to Mrs. Adams! convalescence tice 
thanking him for entertainment at White House and for gift of o! 17 
i items ; from the Rev. Mr. Murray, to committee, requesting tna 77> 

urnis 7 S SEIS: 
furnished with wood, 1801; from Rev. Mr. Murray to Rev. Edward Turner, 
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personal, 1802, 1 item; from the Rev. Mr. Murray, with thanks for vote of 

temporary release because of his health, 1803; from the Rev. Mr. Murray, 

requesting increase of salary and that wood be furnished him, 1804; from 

Lucius R. Paige, chairman of committee appointed by the United States 

General Convention of Universalists, to standing committce, relative to 

purchase of lot and erection of monument to the Rev. Mr. Murray in Mt. 

Auburn cemetery, 1838; to standing committee, requesting loan of portrait 

of the Rev. Mr. Murrey , 1852; from William Marble, chairman of proprietors, 

to Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner, president of Tufts College, tendering portrait 

of the Rev. Mr. Murray, the pulpit which he had occupied, and the Bibles 

| in possession of proprietors, 1864; from Rev. Paul Dean to standing com- 

| mittee, requesting payment of note made August 7, 1822, 1829; to Rev. 

| Sebastian Streeter, offering him permanent pastorate, 1824, from the Rev. ; 

| Mr. Streeter, accepting position, 1824; from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, thanking 

_ the Praovietors for gift of money, 1829; to the Rev. Mr. Streeter, appeals 
for assistance, 1829, 1859, 1843, 3 items; from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, re- 
questing the appointment of a delegate to the Massachusetts State Convention 
to be held at Cheshire, 1841; to and from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, concerning 
shureh affairs, 1825, 1839, 1849, 3 items; from David Parker, offering por- 

| trait of the Rev. Mr. Streeter, 1849; to the Rev. Mr. Streeter, presenting 

| gift as a mark of esteem, 1860; from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, thanking com- 

| mittee for ,ift of money, n.d.; from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, reducing his 
salary to improve financial condition of church, 1864; from the Rev. Mr. 
Streeter, relinquishing his salary, n.d.; from Rev. Edward Turner, concerning 
supply of ~ulpit, 1801; from Rev. Sumner Ellis, resigning pastorate, 1853; 

| between Rev. Noah M. Gaylord and standing committee, relative to offer and 

| acceptance, continuation and resignation of pastorate, 1854, 1857-60, 9 

_ items; from Charles Bulfinch, giving vermission to use Faneuil Hall for 

' church services, 1806; from Samuel Nottage, superintendent of public build- 

ings, notifying society that city will hire room in basement for primary 

school, 1855, and terminating occupancy, 1860, 2 items; to the standing com- 

mittee, concerning offer made by mayor relative to use of water from roof 

of church, 1825; to standing committee from David Parker, relative to vote 

of society that "the interest of the church would be advanced and the pros- 

perity of the order increased by their holding monthly meetings, for the 

purpose of mutual instruction in the ways of truth and righteousness," 1840; 
to standing committee from David Kimball, chairman of the Bulfinch Street 
Society, refusing to sell property at price offered, 1859; to and from stand- 
ing committee, scattered 1800-64, 50 items; to and from J. Edward Davis, 
clerk, 1857-64, 5 items; from society to Trade Union of Boston and Vicinity, 
granting use of church, 1835; from Massachusetts Anti-slavery Society, re- 
guesting use of church, 1836; to William Palfrey granting use of Vestry for 
ordination and installation of Joshua Young as minister in the new North 
Religious Society Unitarian, 1849; to and from standing committee, relative 
to requests for use of church for lectures, concerts and meetings, 1855-08, 
15 items; relative to singing choir, 1807-59, 23 items;to and from New North 
Church, invitations to worship jointly, 1836-62, 8 items; from Second 
Universalist Society in Boston, offering First Society use of Second Society's 
meetinghouse, 1824, 1838, 1848, 1864, 5 items; from Second Universalist 

Society for use of church during rebuilding of Second Society's meetinghouse, 
1845, from Second Universalist Society, suggesting joint meeting to arrange 
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for entertainment of members of United States Convention of Universalists, 
1838, from Second Universalist Society, asking views on appeal, 1829; from 
North Benett Methodist Society, invitation to worship, 1849; from South 
Universalist Society in Boston, Universalist Free Church in Boston and 
Universalist societies in Cambridge, East Cambridge, East Boston, 
Gloucester, Lynn and Marblehead, and from German Lutheran Society in 
Boston and First Independent Baptist Church (colored) in Boston, solic- 
jting aid, and other appeals, 1828-55, 19 items; from Female Samaritan 
Society to standing committee, relative to use of church and assistance, 
1823-62, 19 items; relative to church business, 1794-1861, 11 items; to 
and from Boston Baptist Bethel Society, relative to sale of property of 
First Universalist Society, 1859-64, 11 items; from J. Edward Davis, last 
clerk of society, to Universalist Historical Society, depositing records 
of society, 1879; to Robert Keith, chairman of standing committee, from 
Rev. Sebastian Streeter inquiring if he shall go as a representative to 
the 50th annual session of United States Convention of Universalists at 
Hartford, Connecticut, 1835, 1 item; to standing committee from Rev: W. 

R. Danforth, Providence, Rhode Island, requisiting and thanking for loan 
of portrait of Rev. John Murray, 1852, 2 items; from Mr. J. N. Austin, 
Auburn, New York, clerk of United States Convention of Universalists, 
1857, 1 item; from Mr. J. W. Tuttle, Fulton, New York, 1851, 3 items; from 
Mr. W. H. Waggoner, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1861, 1 item; from Mr. 
Samuel Smith, application for assistance from Universalist Society, 
Saratoga, New York, 1829, 1 item; Thomas W. Silloway, Historical Discourse 
Delivered in lst Universalist Meetinghouse, Sunday, May 29, 1864, Boston, 
Davies and Metcalf, 1864, 25 pp. 


First Universalist Society in Boston, Sunday School and Sunday School 
Teachers" Association 


Minutes of Sunday School, 1836-40, 1842-64, and of Sunday School 
Teachers' Association, 1865-1909, with constitution and bylaws, list of 
teachers, officers and pupils, and attendance, 11 vols.; Register of 
teachers and pupils, 1833-53, 7 vols.; Receipts and expenditures, with 
payments for salaries, church maintenance, and beneficence, 1823-64, 
1868-73, 2 vols.; Subscription list, for books for library, 1837) 1) ven. 
Receipted bills, 1837-63, B44 itdnae Constitution, 1838, 2 items; Amend- 
ments to constitution, 1841, 1 item; Historical sketch, copy of original 
which was placed in cornerstone of 1838 meetinghouse, n.d., 1 vol.; Re- 
ports: superintendent's, 1840-57, 21 items; treasurer's, 1839-57, 16 items; 
treasurer of teachers’ festival, 1856, 1 item; secretary's, 1852-55, and 
n.d., 16 items; librarian's, 1852-57, and n.d., 15 items; committees, 
1838-58, and n.d., 60 items; Catalogues of library books, 1850 and n d., 
£ vols.; Teachers’ attendance, 1844-45, loose sheet; Rules and regulations 
for teachers, 1838, 1 item; Programs: Order of exercises of exhibition, 
1859, 1 item; order of exercises for 36th and 40th anniversaries, 1853, 
1857, ptd., 2 items; Resolutions, 1841, 1843, 1845, 3 items; Circulars, 
1855, and ptd., 1848, 1852, 3 items; Letters: from Abner W. Pollard, 
proprietor's clerk, informing Sabbath School Association committee that 
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the subject of a new house and vestry is before the society, 1837, 1 item; 
from J. D. W. Ivy to William Marble, superintendent, requesting the school 
to accept diary of Amos Laurence as a gift, 1855, 1 item; from Universalist 
Sabbath School Union of Boston to Teachers' Association, thanking Associa- 
tion for portrait of Rev. Sebastian Streeter, 1856, 1 item; relative to 
routine Sunday School administration, 1837-57, and n.d., 44 items. 


Second Universalist Society in Boston 


Extracts of minutes of society: vote of proprietors relating to 
transfer of land under and appurtenant to the meetinghouse, 1818; report 
fixing the salary of Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner, 1872, 2 items; Registers: 

Rev. Mr. Miner's personal records, deaths, 1864-95, those in Boston, 1848- 
95, 3 vols.; marriages, 1847-95, those in Boston, 1848-95, 2 vols.; Re- 
ceipts: Rev. J. H. Chopin to the Rev. Mr. Miner for collections for Murray 
Centenary Fund, 1870-71, 10 items; Sunday School for interest on notes of 
the society, 1875-85, 21 items; Subscription lists: for shares to build 
meetinghouse on School Street, 1817, 1 item; for contributions to Tufts 
College, 18635, 1 item; for contributions to Murray Centenary Fund, n.d., 1 
vol.; List of pew holders in School Street church, 1842, 1 item; Appraise- 
ment of pews, 1850, printed, 1 item; appraisement and plan of vews in 
Columbus Avenue, n.d., printed, 1 item; Receipts for pew taxes, 1873~86, 

62 items; Report of committee appointed 1824 to examine accounts of treas— 
urer and clerk, n.d., 1 item; Receipts of Sunday School with list of mem- 
bers, 1891-98, 2 vols.; Report of sub-committee, voted to employ Rev. T. C. 
Adams as colleague with Rev. Hosea Ballou, 1842; Warrant for meeting to 
incorporate, elect officers, and consider purchase of land and erection of 
meetinghouse, 1816; legal opinion on 12 questioned articles of bylaws, 1842; 
Act of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Second Universalist Society in Boston, 
Incorporated Dec. 13, 1816, Bylaws adopted Dec. 13, 1816, Bylaws adopted 
Dec. 25, 1872, reprinted with amendments there to Oct. 1892, n.i., 1892; 
Proposed substitute for the bylaws now in force to be acted on Dec. 23, 1872, 
addressed to the standing committee, (1872), printed; Resolution by society 
thet the Rev. Mr. Miner reconsider his resignation, 1874; Petition from 
younger members of society requesting the Rev. Mr. Miner to withdraw his 
Pesieve tou, n.d.; Brief for 4a bill .to repeal charter of society, 1921; 
Indenture with ir. Chester Harding granting him certain building privileges 
on adjoining property, 1831; Autographs of Universalist ministers collected 
by Rev. Mr. Miner, 8 items; Rev. A. A. Miner, Choosing Death Rather Than 
Life, (Boston, J. M. Usher, 1853, 22 pp.); sermon delivered after the 
funeral of Mrs. Hosea Ballou, 1 vol.; A. St. John Chambre, Catechism for 
Universalist Sunday Schools, n.i., 1869; Order of service for laying of 
corner-stone (Boston, John S. Spooner, 1871, 2 vp.); Compact and Form of 

the Second Universalist Society in Boston, with historical sketch, n.c., 
1887; An Account of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Second Society of 
Universalists, Boston, December 18, 1592; also of the Social Parish Banauet, 
January 26, 1893 Boston, December 18, 1892; also of the Social Parish 

Banquet, January 26, 1893 (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1893, 129 
pp-), ; Year Book of the Shawmut Universalist Chureh 

as the Every-Day Church of Boston (Boston, R. H. Blodgett & Co., 1896, 11” 
pp.); Letters: Rebecca Mason Wait to Rev. John Murray, re. his theology, n.d., 
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copy c. 1874; Rev. Theophilus Fisk to Rev. Hosea Ballou, describing trip 

to Washington, D. C., and Richmond, Virginia, 1827, 1 item; Mr. William 
Barry, chairman of standing committee, to Mr. John Palmer and Dudley R. 
Palmer, refusing use of part of church cellar, 1858, 1 item; Mr. Barryote 
Mr. Samuel Smith, clerk and treasurer of society, requesting correct list 

of proprietors of society with number of pews owned by each (such informa- 
tion attached), 1842, 1 item; Mr. Barry and Mr. Pelham Bonney re. latter's 
resignation from standing committee, 1842, 2 items; Mr. Lemuel Shaw to 
society protesting claim of $1060 from original subscribers for land sold 

to Mr. Lawson Lyon, n.d., 1 item; Mr. W. J. Adams, clerk, to Mr  Marsnait 
Tenny, chairman of standing committee of First Universalist Society in 
Boston, and Mr. Smith, clerk, to standing committee of First Universalist 
Society in Boston, inviting latter society to use church during construc- 
tion of new meetinghouse. First Universalist Society in Boston, 1838, 2 
items; Mr. Henry N. Hooper, chairman, and Joseph L. Bates, secretary of 
standing committee, to standing committee of First Universalist Society in 
Boston, transmitting vote of thanks for use of latter's church during re- 
building of society's mectinghouse, 1846, 1 item; Mr. Albert Guild, (secre- 
tary) of standing committee, to standing committee of First Universalist 
Society in Boston, inviting latter society to use church during repair to 
meetinghouse of First Universalist Society in Boston, 1848, 1 item; Mr. 
Newton Talbot, clerk, to First Universalist Society in Boston, acknowledging 
invitation to use latter's church during repairs to society's meetinghouse, 
1851, 1 item; Mr. Thomas A. Goddard, chairman of standing committee, to Mr. 
James Monroe, chairman of standing committee of First Universalist Society 
in Boston, inviting latter society to joint worship during summer months, 
1861, 1 item; Rev. Abel C. Thomas to Mr. Barry, declining pastorate, n.d., 

1 item; Rev. T. C. Adams to Nr. Benajah Brigham, accepting appointment for 
interview, and to standing committee, accepting associate pastorate, 1842, 

2 items; Mr. Barry to Mr. Smith, requesting copy of Rev. Mr. Adams’ accept- 
ance, and to standing committee, protesting election of Rev. Mr. Adams as 
associate by plurality contrary to bylaws and tendering his resignation from 
standing committees, 1842, 2 items; Mr. Newton Talbot to Rev. Mr. Miner, 
notifying him of vote of society re. his acceptance of the presidency of 
Tufts College, 1862, 1 item; Rev. Mr. Miner to the society, relating attitude 
of trustees of Tufts College re. his resignation of pastorate, 1866, 1 item; 
Mr. James M. Jacobs, chairman of standing committee, to Rev. Mr. Miner, in- 
forming him of election of Rev. Henry I. Cushman as associate, and Rev. Mr. 
Miner to the society, acknowledging same, 1868, 2 items; Rev. Mr. Miner to 
the society, tendering resignation as senior pastor, and acknowledging reso- 
lution of society that same be withdrawn and promising to continue as pastor, 
1874, 2 items; Rev. Mr. Miner to standing committee, proposing $1000 salary: 
reduction, 1878, 1 item; Rev. Mr. Miner to society, donating $1000 to reduce | 


indebtedness of society and recuesting reduction of salary to $1000, and 
Mr. Edward A. Bicknell, clerk, to Rev. Mr. Miner, thanking him for #1000 


contribution, 188, 2 items; Rev. A. J. Patterson, (pastor of First Universa- 
list Society in Roxbury), to Rev. Mr. Miner, protesting misinterpretation of 
statements re. Rev. Rowland Connor's character, and denying knowledge of . 
conversation between Rev. Mr. Connor and Dr. Fiske, 1875, 2 items; Mr. Smith, © 
clerk, to standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, attest- 
ing to the appointment of Rev. Hosea Ballou and Mr. Samuel Hitchborn to confer 


, 
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re. application for assistance from the Universalist society, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., 1829, 1 item; Mr. Robert Bacon of Winchester to Rev. Mr. 
Miner, declining to subscribe to Tufts College, 1860, 1 item; Rev. J. H. 
Chapin, financial secretary of Massachusetts Universalist Convention, to 
Rev. Mr. Miner, reporting on contributions from Massachusetts to the 
Murray Centenary Fund, 1870, 1 item; Mr. D. W. Bohonon of Richmond, 
ereioig, to Rev. Mr. Miner, introducing ‘Rev. T. D. Dashiell, rector of St. 
Mark's Church, seeking $2000 to buy chapel for Richmond negroes, 1872, l 
item; Rev. R. H. Tollman, secretary of Universalist General Convention, to 
Rev. Mr. Miner, acixnowledging referral of securing agent for San Francisco, 
and congratulating him on report of Universalist activity, 1874, 2 items; 
Rev. William Rogers Chamberlin of Clinton, N. Y., to Rev. Mr. Miner, re-~ 
questing funds for education of Rev.J. Mitchell's boy, 1875, 1 item; Rev. 
James Shrigley of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Rev. Mr. Miner, conveying 
piece of wood from brace in Dr. George de Benneville's house, 1885, 1 item; 
tir. ©. E. Morrison, treasurer of society, to Rev. Mr. Miner, submitting 
financial reports, 1895, 1 item; Messrs. George W. Gage, Joseph Wing, N. 
C. Hayrs, John S. Dayen, Warren Boles, Moses Miller, and T. C. Bacon, mem- 
bers of standing committee, to Rev. Mr. Miner thanking hom for oration at 
funeral of Rev. Hosea Ballou, 1852, 1 item; Rev. Thomas E. Potterton, 
pastor of Brookline Universalist Parish, to Rev. Mr. Miner, expressing 
appreciation of sermon, 1895, litem; S. A. Davis of Hartford, Connecticut, 
to Rev. Mr. Miner, presenting volume of early sermons, 1865, 1 item; Rev. 
A. J. Patterson to Rev. Mr. Miner, recommending that teachers who resigned 
from Mr. Connor's Sunday School return to "the old Church and School" 
(probably referring to Rev. Rowland Connor and the Second Universalist 
Society in Boston), 1868, 1 item; Nellie C. Drew of Lawrence to Rev. Mr. 
Miner, desiring to be baptized and admitted to society, 1875, 1 item; Mr 
Ay COC. Gordon to Rev. Mr, Miner; reporting interview with Mr. Pingry, 1883, 
1 item; Mrs. W. N. Eayrs to Rev. Mr. Miner, requesting loan, 1861, 1 item; 
Rev. Mr. Miner to Mrs. Spooner of Boston, thanking her for birthday greet- 
ings, 1884, 1 item; Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2nd, president of Tufts College, to 
Rev. Mr. Miner, congratulating him on Fitchburg temperance address, 1857, 
P item; Mr. Robert C. Pitman, president of the Prohibition Party of 
Massachusetts, to Rev. Mr. Miner informing him of his nomination as candi- 
date for Governor, 1878, 1 item; Pictures: School Street Church, 1817, 
1853, and Columbus Avenue Church, 1872, 3 items; Revs. Mr. Miner and Nr. 
Chapin, 12 items; and communion silver. The following are kept in the 
metal container removed from the cornerstone of the Columbus Avenue church 
laid September 13, 1871: Plans and Valuation of the pews in the Second 
Universalist Church, School Street, Boston, 1851, printed, 2 items; Rev. 
Hosea Ballou and Rev. Edward Turner, The Universalist Hymn-Book: A New 
Collection of Psalms and Hymns for the use of Universalist Societies 
(Boston, Munroe and Francis, 1829, 396 pp.), 1 vol.; Henry Bacon, A 
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(Boston, A. Tompkins, 1860, 228 pp.), 1 vol.; Hosea Ballou, Notes on The 
Parables of the New Testament, scripturally illustrated and argumentatively 


defended (Boston, A. Tompkins, 1860, 297 pp.), 1 vols; Hosea! Ballouges 
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Memoir of Rev. H(lenry) B. Soule, Srd ed. (Boston, Abel Tompkins, 1860, 396 
Daw) 1 Yol.; History of the Second Universalist School of Boston, with list 


of teachers, 1825-71, officers, 1835-71, ca. 1871, 1 vol.; Compactyendaiows 


an To S. Spooner , 1862, 11 pp.}), 1 vol.; Chartereaas 


pp-), 1 vol.; Catalogue of Books Belonging to the Library of the 2nd 
Universalist Sabbath School, School Street (Boston, John S. Spooner, 1868, 
70 pp.), 1 vol.; The Ladies Repository, A Religious and Literary Magazine 
for the Home Circle, (Mrs. Phebe A. Hanaford and Mrs. Henrietta A., Bingham, 
eds.), scattered, July 1868-September 1871 (Boston, Universalist Publishing 
House, 1868-71), 5 vols.; The Universalist Quarterly, Rev. Thomas B. Thayer, 
D.D., ed., October 1870, (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1870); 71 si 
vol.; The Universalist Register and Almanac containing the statistics of 
the denomination for 1871, Rev. Joseph 0. Skinner, ed. (Boston, Universalist 
Publishing House, 1871, 130 pp.), 1 vol.; newspaper clippings, 1871, 26 ? 
items; photographs of Revs. Hosea Ballou, Edwin Hubbell Chapin, and Henry 
I. Cushman, and of Tufts College, 4 items; and silver plate, inscribed with 
lists of pastors, deacons, members of standing committee and building com- 


mittee, September 13, 1871, 1 item. 
South Universalist Church 


Charter and Bylaws of the Shawmut Universalist Society, (Boston, J. 
S. Spooner, 1865), (including historical sketch), among the records of the 


Fifth Universalist Society. 


South Universalist Society 


Letters to standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, 
requesting aid to pay pastor's salary and other debts, November 25, 1845, 


2 items. 
Universalist Free Church Association 


Letter to First Universalist Society in Boston, requesting aid, 1845, 
1 item. 
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Brighton 


Brighton Universalist Parish 


Letter from J. Davenport, clerk, to First Universalist Society in 
Boston, giving notice: of ordination of James Eastwood, June 12, 1862. 


Charlestown 
First Universalist Society in Charlestown 


Minutes of church, with articles of faith and uniting compact, list 
of original members and calendar entries, 1811-12, 1 vol.; Minutes of 
society, proprietors, and standing committee, 1812-64, and of standing 
committee, with calendar entries, 1864-1909, 2 vols.; Minutes of building 
committee, with account of pew taxes, 1809-12, 1 vol.; List of members, 
1842-1911, 2 items; Guest book with signatures of those attending 125th 
anniversary, 1936, 1 vol.; Treasurer's accounts, 1811-18, with list of 
members as of January 1, 1889, calendar entries, notices of annual meet- 
ings, articles of faith, and centennial program, 1900-12, 2 vols.; Finan- 
cial statements, scattered, 1827-73, 7 items; Subscription lists: for 
gift to Rev. Linus S. Everett, 1834, for aid to family of late Rev. 
Thomas Starr King, 1839, for a bell, 1853, for a fund to pay church debts, 
n.d., to establish centenary fund, n.d., 5 items; Bills and receipts: 
for salaries, scattered, 1817-90, 1577 items; for maintenance of church, 
scattered, 1817-90, 1678 items; Promissory notes paid, 1815-89, 98 items; 
cancelled checks, 1876-89, 521 items; List of original shareholders, n.d., 
1 item; Certificates issued to shareholders, 1824, 16 items; Pew holders 
accounts, 1836-75, 2 vols.; Pew accounts, 1817-33, 1841-80, 10 vols.; 
Lists of collected taxes, scattered, 1832-73, 15 items; Notices of pew 
auctions, scattered, 1837-60, 31 items; List of purchasers of pews at 
auction, 1840, 1 item; Pew-tax receipts, scattered, 1846-64, 82 items; 
Receipt signed by 56 persons for money received from treasurer through 
sale of pews, 1864, 1 item; Deeds to pews, 1811-66, 22 items; Plans of 
pews, with names of holders, 1864, 2 items ; Mortgage, by James M. Simpson, 
treasurer of Warren Institution for Savings, Charlestown, 1853, 1 item; 
Insurance policies, 1826-78, 22 items; Contract and specifications for 
alteration of church building, 1853, 1 item; Agreewents: between six 
persons and standing committee, to alter pews, 1831, between Blosson 
Whiton and standing committee, to remodel galléry, i831, between pr >rie- 
tors and pew holders, to alter pews, 1840, to remodel church, 1863, 4 items; 
Letters: membershiy transfers, scattered, 1911-36, 15 items; withdrawals, 
1923, n.d., 2 items; Rev. Edward Turner, to Rev. Hosea Ballou, concerning 
the controversy inithe society about the former's article in the Universa- 
list Magazine (Jan. 25, 1823), 1823, 2 items; Rev. Mr. Turner to the so- 
ciety, concerning his dismissal as pastor, 1823, 1 item; Rev. Mr. Turner 
to his daughter, Mrs. Mary Weld, concerning his past in The Restorationist 
controversy and his dismissal, 1824, 7 items; Rév. Sylvanus Cobb and Rev. 
Mr. Turner, concerning latter's dismissal, 1826, 2 items; business and 
pastoral, scattered, 1801-23, 10 items; Rev. Mr. Turner, sermons, mss., 
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1819-23, 24 items; and notes for sermons, 1825-27, 1 vol.; A Memorial 
of its Centennial Year, 1911, 31 pp., 1 VoL pv Memorial of : its One 


Hundred “and | Twenty-fifth Anniversary, 1936, 12 Ope) 2 wodses “WRaze | Old 
Church in n Charlestown", in Boston Globe, March .25, 1959. 


East Boston 
East Boston Universalist Parish and Society 
Letter: standing committee to standing. committee of First Universa- 
list Society in Boston, requesting aid, 1853, 1 item. 


Jamaica Plain 
St. Paul's Universalist Church 


Minutes of church and trustees with bylaws and list of charter 
members, 1888-1906, 1919-28, 2 vols.; Register, baptisms, 1878-1918, 
marriages, 1895-1920, deaths, 1905-22, with list of members, 1888-1921, 
pastors, 1888-1922, and officers, 1888-1922, 1 vol.; Receipts and expendi- 
tures of church, 1926-27, 1 vol.; Treasurer's reports, 1923-27, 5 items; 
Building-fund receinvts, 1892, 14 items; Promissory notes, n.d.; Notice 
of first meeting of subscribers, 1888, 1 item; List of subscribers, 1888, 
1 item; Certificate of incorvoration, November 7, 1888; Agreements: to 
purehase land, 1889, and to purchase organ, 1896, 2 items; Constitution 
and bylaws, -1873, ptd., 1.vol.; bylaws. of caine ts, nds, Ll ttempgGraaae 
roll of the Sabbath School, 1908-1924, hdw.; Notices of New Church near- 
ing completion, 1891; rears orechureh on. cule Sixty-Ninth Annual Report 
of the Sabbath School Union, 1920, 1 vol.; deeds to Massachusetts 
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Universalist Convention, 1889, 1927, 2 items. 
Brewster 
Universalist Society 


Minutes of church and society, 1838-44, with vrofession of faith 
and church covenant, list of members, and treasurer's accounts of re- 
ceipts, 1639-44, ] vol.; Treasurer's accounts for building and dedication 
of meetinghouse, and other expenses, 1828-29, 5 items; Constitution of 
female Charitable Society, with list of officers and members (Barnstable, 
Press of the Barnstable Patriot, 1834, 8 pp.), 1 vol. These records will 
‘be found in envelope of binder, "Cape Cod - No. 1". 


Brookline 
Beacon Universalist Parish 
Charter sai Bylaws of the Shawmut Universalist Society (Boston, J. 


S. Spooner, 1865), Tecra dees Letter from Shawmut Universalist Sabbath 
School Association to clerk of: standing committee of First Universalist 
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Society in Boston conveying vote of thanks for gift of painting, "Trans- 
figuration of Christ", 1864, 1 item; The Every-Day Church (Boston, The 
Every-day Church Publishing Company, 1899- 1901), September 7, LESS tO 
August 2, 1900, September 6, 1900, to June Cee LOL eo VOLS. 


Cambridge 
First Universalist Society in Cambridge 


"Pastoral Record of Charles A. Skinner", marriages and deaths 
1846-1905, those in Cambridge, 1853-67, 1 vol. ; Letters: Thomas i Vose, 
he oos to Rev. Lemuel Willis, Caiabridesport. personal, 1845, 1 item; 
Rev. Thomas Whittemore, Cambridge, to Rev. Charles A. an ee) writing 
him to preach, 1853, 1 item; Rev. Mr. Skinner to his nevhew, relative to 
latter's article in Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, 1855, 1 item; Rev. 
Abel C. Thomas, Philadelphia, ¢ to Kev. Mr. Skinner, personal, 1856,. 1 item; 
Rev. George W. once. Rochester, New York, ee Rev. Mr. Skinner, in- 
viting him to preach, 1859, 1 item; Mr. George W. Bechnell, (clerk), to 
Mr. Charles M. Skinner, Brooklyn, Hewceeuick transmitting copy of resolu- 
tion adopted by the Boe loty in memory of the death of Rev. Mr. Skinner, 
1906, 1 iten. 


Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Cambridge 


Minutes of society, with covenant, articles of faith, constitution, 
and brief history by Rev. Eldridge G. Brooks, 1836-1907, 1 vol.; Minutes 
of Ladies Social Circle, with constitution and list of members, 1867-99, 
2 vols.; Receipts and Berea tiures of society, 1825-58, 1854-84, 4 vols.; 
Receipts and expenditures of Ladies Berean Society, 1843-58, 2 VOLS ss 
Letters: the society to the standing committee of First Universalist 
Society in Boston, requesting a donation toward building a new meeting- 
house, 1829, 1 item; subscription committee to standing committee of 
First Universalist Society in Boston, requesting a subscription be taken 
| for a new church in East Cambridge, 1842, 1 item, both letters in First 
| Universalist Society in Boston collection; Rev. Mr. Brooks to society, 
| informing them of invitation to pastorate at First Universalist Meeting- 
house in Lowell, and tendering resignation, 1845, 1 item; Newspaper clip- 
| ping, "Fiftieth Anniversary in East Cambridge", nae 1 item. ; 


Charlton 


First Universalist Society in Charlton 


Letters from Rev. Edward Turner, to his daughter, Mrs. Anna T. Lunt, 
relative to his installation, 1828, and to his dismissal, 1831, 3 items. 
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Chelsea 
First Universalist Church in Chelsea 


Letter of dismission from Rev. Samuel Robbins to Dr. Albert Guild, 
Boston, 1839, 1 item; E. Hartwell Daley, The History of the Universalist 
Church in Chelsea, Mass., ms., 1938, 3 pp., 1 vol. 


Duxbury 


First Universalist Society in Duxbury 


Minutes of society, with constitution and list of members, 1825-49, 
1 vols 


Essex 


First Universalist Society in the Town of Essex 
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Mass., n.i., 6 pp. (imperfect). 
First Universalist Society of Gardner 
A Brief History of Our Church, (year book clipping), 1934, 1 item. 
Gloucester 


Independent Christian Church 


: The Universalist Centennial (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 
1870, 76 pp.), 1 vol.; News clipping from the Gloucester Telegraph, 
September 24, 1870, 1 item. 


t 
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Holliston 
Fi 


irst Universalist Parish in'Holliston 


Minutes of society, with constitution and list of members, 1836-67, 
1888-1901. 2 vols. : 


Leominster 


First Uhiversalist Society of Leominster 


Newspaper clipping, Giving history of society, nes, 1 item. 
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Lowell 
Proprietors of the First Universalist Meetinghouse in Lowell 


Notice of proposed motion to call Rev. Elbridge G. Brooks to pastorate 
for one year, 2 pp., 1845, 1 item; Copy of resolution on Rev. Mr. Brook's 
departure, 1846, 1 item; Mr. Mark A. Adams, clerk, "Historical Sketch of 
First Universalist Church in Lowell", 8 pp., 1927, 1 vol. 


Grace Universalist Parish 


Minutes of the. proprietors, with act of incorporation, 1838-60, 1 
vol.; Extract from minutes, relative to Rev. Alonzo A. Miner's accepting 
call to Second Universalist Society in Boston, 1846, 1 item; Registers: 
Rev. Mr. Miner's personal records, deaths, 1846-60, those in Lowell, 
1846-48, 1 vol., Proprietor's stock accounts, with record of transfers, 
assessments, and dividends paid, 1838-60, 6 vols.; Stock certificates, 
1842-44, 8 items; Agreement, to execute all necessary papers to perfect 
title to 510 shares of capital stock of Second Universalist Meetinghouse 
in Lowell transferred to Rev. Mr. Miner, April 17, 1860, 1 item; Deed to 
meetinghouse to Rev. Mr. Miner, May 16, 1860, 1 item; Receipted bill for 
fixtures for meetinghouse, 1864, 1 item. 


Lynn 
First Universalist Society of Lynn 


Letter to Rev. Eldridge G. Brooks, pastor of the First Universalist 
Society in Bath, Maine, inviting him to pastorate, 1850, 2 items. 


Second Universalist Parish 


Letter from trustees to standing committee of First Universalist 
Society in Boston, requesting aid in mecting mortgage, 1841, 1 item. 


Malden 
First Parish in Malden, Universalist 
Centennial Anniversary of the First Parish Universalist Church, 
Poereen, Mags., 1803-1905, n.i., 6 pp., 1 vol.; History of the First Parish 
in Malden, Universalist, author unknown, t. ms., 5 pp., 1 vol.; First 


Parish Sunday School, Malden, Catalogue of exercises at Fiftieth 
#universary, May 14, 1882, Malden, Mass., n.i., 11 pp., 1 vol. 


Marblehead 
First Universalist Society of Marblehead 


Letter from John Goodwin, treasurer, to Marshall Tenny, Esq., acknowl- 
edging contribution, 184”, 1 item. 
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Milford 
First Universalist Society in Milford 


Clippings: “History of the Universalist Society in Milford’ in 
rumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 26, September 2 and 9, 1848, 
rao er "The New Church in Milford};' Mass., Dediearion’ in Universe ae 

Leader, March 3, 1900, 1 item; "One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
at Milford, Mass." in Universalist Leader, October 22, 1916, 1 item; 
Address by Hosea Starr Ballou, containing biographical and genealoni oan 
ketch of Rev. Adams Streeter, 1755-86, first pastor, read at 125th an- 
niversary, 1906, t. ms., 6 pp.; Historical paper by Rev. Henry F. Fister, 
read at 150th anniversary, 1931, 7 pp., printed. 
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Nantucket 
First Universalist Church in Nantucket 


Letter from Edward A. Stackpole to Rev. Alfred S. Cole, containing 
sketch of Universalist movement in Nantucket Island, n.d., 1 item. 


New Bedford 
irst Universalist Society 


Clipping: "The New Bedford Parish - A History" in Christian oath, 
Marehe265° 26ST 0dr item, 


Newton 
Newton and Watertown Universalist Society 
‘Minutes of society, with act of incorporation, list of pew buyers and 
pew deeds, 1826-66, 2 vols.; Minutes of church, with profession of faith, 
constitution, list ofmembers, and calendar ae 1828-59, 1873, ioyoee 
Norwell 
First Universalist Society of Norwell 


John F. Simmons, "The Universalist Church in Assinippi", extract 
from Old Scituate, (n.i., 1921, 292 pp.), t. ms., 4 pp. 


North Adams 
First Universalist Church 


"A Brief History. of the First Univers alist Church 
Ss S of North Ad 
Mass.) 1842-19357) i: ms., 10 pp. ; ote 


87 
[8] 


Orange 


Second Universalist Society of Orange 


SS RSENS ee 
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of the Building of the First Parish Church in Orange, now the Second 
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Merverselict pociety, May 13,°1906, n.i., Sl pp., 1 vol. 
Orleans 
First Universalist Society in Orleans 


Bertha Cheney Ward, "History of the Universalist Society, Orleans, 
1833-1935", mim. 


Oxford 
First Universalist Society in Oxford 


Clipping, "Centennial of Universalism - Historical Sketch and 
Interesting Exercises at Oxford" in Webster Times, September 18, 1885, 
1 item. 


Palmer 
St. Paul's Church of Palmer 


Annie K, Slavey, “History of the Universalist Church, Palmer, Mass.", 
fas. LS pp. 


Plymouth 


First Universalist Parish of Plymouth 


Minutes of society, with constitution, list of members, treasurer's 
reports and "In Memoriam," being a biography of Rev. Russell Tomlinson 
(1878), 1825-46, 1867-1922, 3 vols.; minutes of church, 1827-1918, with 
constitution, compact, profession of faith, and containing admissions, 
1827-1918, baptisms, 1878-1918, confirmations, 1886-1918, dismissions, 
1881-96, deaths, 1858-1918, and treasurer's annual reports, 1844-39, 2 
vols.; minutes of the Sabbath School Association, with constitution, 
list of members and officers, treasurer's reports, 1836-45, 1856-89, 3 
vols.; Receipts and Expenditures, 1874-1934, 2 vols.; Cash accounts, 
1922-24, 1 vol.; organ account, 1871, 1 item; Record of members' contri- 
butions, 1893-1910, 1 vol.; Marcy House rent books, 1922-34, 7 vols.; 
bank statements, 1924-34, 240 items; deposit books, 1917-34, 3 vols.; 
duplicate deposit slips, 1927-34, 7 vols.; check books, 1919-39, 11 vols.; 
Pledge accounts, 1$71, 1875, 1893-1911, 1 vol. and 4 sheets; Tax Receipt, 
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1839, 1 item; Pew assessment refund receipts, 1896, 2 pp.; Insurance 
BoLieiee, 1876, 1879, 1882, 3 items; deeds, 1884-1919, scattered, 11 
items; Contracts for erection of mectinghouse, 1826, 2 items; Sentences 


of Dedication, Bagnell Chapel (Sunday School Room), n.d., 1 sheet; 
Orders of service, 1864, 1890, 1897, 1903, 4 items; Announcements of 


special services, meetings and May Day dinners, n.d., and 1896-1910 
scattered, 11 items; List of Bible Class members, 1894, 16 items; Calen- 
dars, 1905-08, scattered, 30 items; Sermon topics, ni de; “printed y as 
sheet; From the Ladies’ Aid, poem on card, n.d., 1 item; Souvenir of 


May Day Dinner, 1896, 2 cards. 
Provincetown 


First Universalist Parish 


Universalist Publishing House, 1922, 48 pp.), 1 vol. 


Salem 

First Universalist Society in Salem 

Letter from Rev. John Murray to Rev. Hosea Ballou, acknowledging a 

change of attitude toward him from one of no confidence to one of approval, 
1808, 1 item; Clippings: "The New Universalist Church, Salem, Mass." in 
Gospel Banner, June 12, 1878, Reuben W. Ropes, "A Bit of Old New England 
History" in The Universalist Leader, June 7, 1919; Marietta B. Wilkins, 
"Pioneer Universalists in the Salem Parish” in The Universalist Leader, 
June 27, 1925, 3 items. 
Somerville 

West Somerville Universalist Church 


History, Directory and Year Book, 1934-1955), Noiaie ler pee 


Stoughton 
First Parish Universalist 
Clippings: "Stoughton, Mass." in The Universalist, June 11, 1870, i 
"A Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary Commemoration, 1745-1875, Stoughton, 
Mass.* in The Christian Leader, May 30, 1895, 2 items. 
Sutton 


First Universalist Society in Sutton 


Minutes, wit preamble and constitution 1840-47, 1 ; § 
1843-47, 8 items. ? , 1 vol.; Warrants, 


89 


[8] 


Wakefield 
First Universalist Society in Wakefield 


Program: The 125th Anniversary of Organized Universalism in 
Wakefield, Mass., (1938), 4 pp. 


Waltham 


Church of Our Savior 
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Saviour, connected with ge Universalist Society in Waltham, ore 
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organized Feb. 22, 1874 (Printed for the Church, 1887, 16 pp.), 1 vol. 
Woburn 


First Universalist Society of Woburn 
Second Universalist Society 


Rev. W. 5S. Barnes, pastor of the First Unitarian Parish in Woburn, 
"The History of the Universalist and Unitarian Movements in Woburn, Mass.", 
t. mss., 56 pp., transcribed from a series of articles in Our Paper, Shucon 
paper of the First Unitarian Parish. 


Worcester 
First Universalist Society of Worcester 


History, Biographical Sketches of Pastors, Confession of Faith, and 
Constitution, also a List of Members from 1843 to 1885 of the First 
Universalist Church, Worcester, Mass., U. S. A. (Worcester, Daniel Seagrave, 
Beeeeenp.)y 1 vol.; History, Biographical Sketches of Pastors, Confession 
of Faith and Constitution, also a List of Members from Nov. 1841 to March 
1895 of the First Universalist Church, Worcester, Mass. (Worcester, Daniel 
Seagrave, 1895, 64 pp.), 1 vol.; History of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary 
of the First Universalist Church, Worcester, Mass. fii OLG. 20 pe), 

1 vol.; "City Church Is Rich In History" in Worcester Sunday Telegram, May 
3, 1931, 1 item; Constitution of First Universalist Society of Worcester, 
1956, printed circular. : 


California 
Riverside 


All Souls Universalist Church 


Anon., "The Story of the Riverside Church", 1926, t. ms., 12 pp. 
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San Francisco 


eo * Cen ° 
The First Universalist Church and Society in San Francisco 


Letters: W. H. Doherty, president, and Jason D. Wheeler, eave 

of trustees, to Rev. James M. Pullman, relative to Rev. Alonzo A. pines 3 
impending visit to discuss the controversy concerning oar Van. de Hack, 
1874, 1 item; Mr. Wheeler to president and trustees of the First Universa- 

3st Parish in Fellowship, concurring on the desirability of union of the 
two societies, 1874, 1 item; Rev. Miss Augusta J. Chapin, pastor, to Rev. 
Mr. Miner, pastor of the Second Universalist Society in Boston stating that 
the pastorate had been offered to her prior to Rev. Van de Mack's dismis- 


sal, 1874, 1 item. 
First Universalist Parish in Fellowship 


Register of Rev. Alonzo A. Miner, containing names and addresses of 


Universalists in San Francisco and map of city, (1874), 1 vol.; Letters: 


Ira G. Hoitt, secretary of trustees, to Rev. Mr. Miner, pastor of Second 
Universalist Society in Boston, concerning Rev. Van de Mack's dismissal 
from the First Universalist Church and Society in San Francisco, Rev. 

Miss Augusta J. Chapin's call to the society, the state of the society 

and the growing unpopularity of Rev. Miss Chapin, 1874, 3 items; concern- 
ing Rev. J. A. Snow's preaching for the parish, the possibility of Rev. 

Mr. Miner's return at the completion of Rev. Mr. Snow’s term in the fall, 
the resolution by trustees that Rev. Mr. Miner procure a successor to Rev. 
Mr. Snow, offer of pastorate to Rev. Mr. Miner, 1874, 4 items; concerning 
agreement reached by Snow, offer of pastorate to Rev. Mr. Miner, 1874, 4 
items; concerning agreement reached by Revs. Mr. Snow and Miss Chapin as to 
desirability of union of parish and society, proposed union, resolutions by 
trustees relative to the union, proposed joint meeting of parish and so- 
ciety to effect union, formal action to form the First Universalist Church 
and Parish in Feliowship, 1874, 5 items; Alpheus Rull, vresident, to Rev. 
Mr. Miner, concerning Rev. Miss Chapin's first sermon before the society, 
and the union of the parish and society, and the character of Rev. Mr. 
Roxford who had been called by the First Universalist Church and Parish in 
Fellowship, 1874, 2 items. 


General 
Asa Mayo Bradley, "Pacific Coast Universalism", n.d., t.:mS.,°6Gunee 
ef. pp. 2-35 for California, 1 vol. 
Connecticut 
Hartford 
Hartford Association of Universalists 


Copy of resolution adopted on death of Rev. Jonathan Goodwin, formerly 
pastor of First Universalist Society in Middleton, 1856, 1 item. 
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Universelist Church of the Redeemer 


Letter from Rev. Henry Whitney Bellows to Rev. Charles A. Skinner, 
pastor, accepting invitation to preach, 1868, 1 item. 


Middleton 
First Universalist Society in Middleton 
"Biographic Memoir of Jonathan Goodwin", 1852, 1 vol.; Sermons by 
Rev. Mr. Goodwin, "An Epitome of True Apostolic Fellowship", 1853, 22 pp., 
"Aims of Faith", 1854, 11 pp., "God the Alone Free Agent", 1854, 17 pp., 
"The Doctrine of Election", n.d.; Letters from Rev. Mr. Goodwin, Mexico, 


New York, to Rev. Mr. Waggoner, pastor, concerning society and religious 
matters, 1854, 3 items. 


New London 
All Souls Universalist Church 


Sermon, funeral of Rev. Nehemiah Dodge, n.d. 


Norwich 
First Universalist Society in Norwich 


Rev. Joseph F. Cobb, "Historical Sermons", July 4, 1909, t. ms., 22 
wee ouly 11, 1909; t. ms.; 18 pp.;.2 items. 


Florida 


General 


Letter from Rev. F. A. Bisbee to Rev. F. A. Hall, chairman of the 
John Murray Lectureship of the Universalist Church, reporting on trip 
through Florida, 1920, 1 item. 


Illinois 


Chicago 


Letter from Rev. Otis A. Skinner to his brother, Rev. Charles A. 
Skinner, personal, 1859, 1 item. 
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Galesberg 
Lombard College 


Address by Prof. John van Neso Standish, former acting-president, 
on presentation of portrait of Rev. Otis A. Skinner, 1902, t., 1 items 


Tllinois Universalist Convention 
The State Messenger of the Illinois Universalist Convention, 
Universalism in Illinois, 3 vols.; The.State Messenger of the Illinois 


Universalist Convention (1938, n.i., 20 vp.), contains brief history Gta 
Universalism in Illinois, 1 vol. 


Indiana 


General 
Universalism in Indiana (1916), n.i., 50 pp.), contains list of 
ministers, and of existing and defunct churches, 1 vol. 
Maine 
Brunswick 
First Universalist Church in Brunswick 
Rev. Sheldon Christian, One Hundred and Twenty-five Years of 


Religious Pioneering, Being The History of the First Universalist Church 
in Brunswick, Maine (1937, n.i., 18 pp.), 3 vols: 


Eddington 


O. M. Harrison, "Historical Sketch of The Two Universalists 
Societies of Eddington Me." n.d., ms., 3 pp., 1 item. , 


Freeport 
Second Universalist Church 


"Services of the Dedication of the Universalist Church, Freeport, a 
Ne., Friday, June 25, 1897", 1897, printed, 4 pps, Litem: 
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Mechanic Falis 
First Universalist Church 


Anon., "History of the Universalist Church at Mechanic Falls, Me.", 
Meas abe MSs, 2 DD. 


Qld Orchard 
Ferry Beach Park Association 


Program of 22nd Annual Session of the Universalist National Summer 
Meeting,.1903, printed, 8 pp., 1 item 


Oxford Association of Universalists 


Minutes of annual meetings, with preamble and constitution, treas- 
urer’s reports, 1844-1904, 1 vol.; secretary's annual reports, 1904-10, 7 
auems, treasurer*s reports, 1930, 1932, 2 items. 


Portland 
First Universalist Society 


Fifteenth Anniversary of the First Universalist Society, Portland, 
Maine, Tuesday, April 18, 1871 (Portland, Ford & Perry, 1871, 47 7 pp.), 
1 vol.; Letters: Rev. Savillion W. Fuller, Clinton, New ere to Rev. 
William I. Reese, pastor, personal and theological matters, 1830, 1 item; 
Rev. Dolphius Skinner, (Utica, New York), to Rev. Mr. Reese, bbneoneie 
1831, 1 item; Rev. Mr. Reese, to Rev. Pitt Norse, (pastor of the First 
Reiveranl ist Society), Watertown, New York, requesting information about 
Joseph Badge, 1827, 1 item. | 


Church of the Messiah 


"Church of the Messiah {Universalist), Portland, Maine", n.d, 1 
item 


Scarboro and South Buxton 
First Universalist Society of Scarboro and South Buxton 


Newspaper clippings: "Universalist Church Celebrates 75th Anniver- 
sary - Historical Address Read by [Rev.] Leroy H. Rand" in Portland Daily 
Press, April 27, 1908, 1 item; "Re-dedicate Famous Scarboro and South 
Buxton Universalist Church" in Portland Evening Express, November 7, 1925, 
1 item : 
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South Windham 
Presumscott Valley United Parish 


"Your Parish, Seven Churches United to form the Presumscott Union 
Parish", contains histories of the Community Church of South Windhan, 


Universalist, and of six others in North Gorham, Raymond, and Windham, 


1938, mim. ms., 1 item. 
Turner Center 


First Universalist Church 


Newspaper clioping: "Turner's First Church - A Universalist Church 
founded under difficulties" in Lewiston Journal, Nov. 17, 1925, 1 item. 


Westbrook 
Westbrook Seminary 


Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Westbrook Seninary , 
Maine (Portland, David Tucker, 1854, 23 pp., 1857, 16 pp.), 2 vols. 


West Paris 
West Paris Universalist Church 


Genevra Gertrude Tuell, History of West Paris Universalist Church 
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Maine Universalist Convention 


Proceedings of the Maine Universelist Convention, scattered, 
1850-68, v. v., 8 vols,; James E. Philoon, The Maine Universalist 
Convention (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, n.d., 61 pp.), 1 vol. 


General 


Guardianship of James Lord, 2nd, assigned by Judge Stephen Emery 
to Samuel Gibson, 1837, printed form, 1 item. 


Minnesota 
Minneapolis 
First Universalist Society 
Seventy-five years of Influence and Service (n.i., n.d., 11 pp.), 


1 vol., Church of the Redeemer, First Universalist Society, Minneapolis 
(iat oy Med eeu eAnie ena Le 
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New Hampshire 
Alstead and Langdon 
First Universalist Society in Langdon 
Founder's Day, Alstead-Langdon Larger Parish, Alstead, New Hampshire 
f'a.i., 1955, 54 pp.)}; contains history of churches organized in Alstead 
and Langdon between 1778 and 1842, 1 vol. 
Nashua — 
First Universalist Society in Nashua 


One Hundredth Anniversary of the First Universalist Society, Nashua 


Mew hempshire (n.i., 1935, 27 vp.); 1 vol. 


New Hampshire Universalist Convention 


Minutes of the New Hampshire Universalist State Convention in annual 


session at Claremont, N. H., on September 18 and 19, 1918 (Manchester, 
Ne o., John B. Clarke Co., 1919, 40 pp.), 1 vol. 


Portsmouth 
First Universalist Society in Portsmouth 
Letters between Rev. Hosea Ballou, pastor, and Rev. Joseph Walton, 
(Pastor of the Independent Church, Baptist), concerning views on Universa- 
lism, 1810-11, 7 items; Clippings: "History of the Universalist Society 
in Portsmouth, N. H." in Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, May 11, 1850, 


"The Portsmouth Parish in The Christian Leader (New York), November 15,- 
1873, “A Hundred Years", source unknown, 1874, 5 items. 


Winchester 


- First Memorial Church 


"Winchester Memorial Church" in The Winchester Star, June 2, 1913, 
1 item. 


New York 
Auburn 
First Universalist Society in Auburn 


"Historical Sketch", History of Cayuga Co., N. Y., (E. G. Storke, 
in7e, tems. , 1 item. 
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Canton 
St. Lawrence University 


Programs, 1900, printed, 50 items. 


Clinton 
Clinton Liberal Institute 


Catalogue of Clinton Liberal Institute, Clinton, N. Y., 1859-60 
(Utica, De Witt C. Grove, 1860, 16 pp.), 1 vol. 


Cortland 
First Universalist Church in Cortland 


Grace B. Buck, First Hundred Years, Universalist Church of Cortland, 
No ft fe OS Rabe. BE. rel wo. 


Fort Plain 


Church of the Messiah 


"Universalist Church, Fort Plain, N. Y.", historical sketch for 40th 
anniversary; 1937, t.:ms., 6 pp. 4deatem-. 


Mexico 
Universalist Society 


Letters: Rev. Jonathan Goodwin to his family, Hartford, Connecticut, 
personal, 1855, 3 items; C. Goodwin to Rev. Abraham Norwood, (Pastor of 
St. Paul's Universalist Church, Meridan, Connecticut, and state missionary}, ~ 
informing him of death of his father, Rev. Mr. Goodwin, and enclosing copy 
of resolution by Hartford Association of Universalists, 1856, 1 item. 


New York 


Fourth Universalist Society (Murray Street Church, All Soul's Church, 

Church of the Divine Paternity) 

Constitution of the Fourth Universalist Church in the City of New 
York, amended and adopted Jan. 3rd, 1850 (New York, Messenger and 
Ambassador Press, 1850, 12 pp.), 1 vol.; Constitution, History and 
Memorials, The Church of the Divine Paternity, Central Park West and 
Seventy-Sixth Street, New York City (n.i., 1904, 26 pp.), 1 vol ; The 
Church of the Divine Paternity, New York (n.i., (1938), 67 pp.), 2 vols.; 
Letters: Rev. Edwin H. Chapin, pastor, to C. A. Ropes, Boston, concerning 
proposed trip to boston, 1878, 1 item; E. K Holden to Rev. E. C. Ballou, 


concerning a memorial for Rev. Mr. Chapin, 1882, 3 items 
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Sixth Universalist Society of the City of New York 


Minutes of the Sunday School Association, with constitution and by- 
laws, 1852-60, 1 vol. 


New York Universalist Convention 


Charter, Constitution and Bylaws of the New York State Convention 


of Univers alists, adopted at racuse Aug. 1671 (New York, New York 
Economical Printing Company , 1872, 28 op.), 1 vol.; Year Book of the New 


York State Universalist Convention, October 1-5, 1894 4 (Canton, ree. 
E. Lund, n.d., 55 Hp.) 2 vols 


yw York Universalist Missionary Society 
Constitution of the New York Universalist Missionary Society Adopted 


Nev 
Dec. 1839 Revised Feb. 1842 (New York, Union and Messinger Press, 1842, 
8 pp Pye vol. 


Rochester 
First Universalist Society in Rochester 


Letter from Rev. George W. Montgomery, pastor, to Rev. Charles A. 
Skinner, pastor of the Universalist Society in Cambridge, inviting him 
to preach, 1859, 1 item. 


Utica 
Church of the Reconciliation 


Brofess ion of Faith, Declaration, Cov renant, and Constitution of the 
Church of the “Reconciliation, MeLCa ON, Lay Migdied Monday, August 30th, 
1852 (Utica, Curtis, & Wright, 1855, 8 pp.), 1 vol. 

Western Association of Universalists 


Rowton a NRRL 


Minutes of tne Proceedings of the Weste rn ssociation of Universa- 


Pro 
lists in the State “of New York, 1819 (n.i. , 18219, V2vinnt 5 earOlk 


North Dakota 
Alvdion 
Pullman Memorial Universalist Church 


Sereanats of the Pullman nen morial etapa ene Church, January 
Thirty-first, 1895, ~ Albion, Ni Disdat dy 1895 ,. 50. poy) ce) ols: 
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Oregon 


General 
Asa Mayo Bradley, "Pacific Coast Universalism", n.d., t. ms. ,766 0p. 
cf. pp. 36-45 for Oregon. 


Pennsylvania 


‘Meadville 
Meadviile Theological School 


Meadville Theological School Quarterly Bulletin, October 1918, 4 vols. 


Philadelphia 


First Independent Church of Christ, commonly called Universalist 

Letter from Rev. Abel C. Thomas, pastor, to Rev. Charles A. Skinner, 
an invitation to visit, 1856, 1 item; Minutes of a Discussion, report of 
a debate between Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor, and Rev. W. L. M'Calla on 
the subject 'Is the nunishment of the wicked absolutely eternal? Or is it 
only a temporal punishment in this world, for their good, and to be suc- 
ceeded by eternal happiness after death?' (Philadelphia, R. L. Jennings, 
1824, consecutive 355 pp. in 6 vols.), VI, pp. 252-355, 1 vol.; Clapmaeee 
"Universalism in Philadelphia", source unknown, May 29, 1869, 1 item; 
"The History of a Philadelphia Church" in The Christian Leader, April 23, 
1936;, 1, 1tem. ; 


Philadelphia Convention 


Minutes, with brief history, lists of delegates, and covies of cor- 
respondence, 1790, 1793, 1795, 1797-98, POOL. LOUD We VO. 


Pennsylvania Universalist Convention 


Pennsylvania Universalist Convention, Reports of the Secretary and of 
the Treasurer, (1891, printed, 12 pp.), 1 vol.+ "Revert of Rev. James 
Shrigley, historian, to the President of the Pennsylvania Convention of 
Universalists", 1887, 1 item. 


Rhode Island 
Providence 
First Universalist Society in Providence 


Half Century Memorial of the First Universalist Society in Providence, 
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in Providence 


Rhode Island (n.i., 1871, 90 pp.), containing a his storical discourse by 
Rev. Edwin H. Capen, 1 vol.; Year Book, First Universalist Church, XVII, 


XXXVIII (Providence, The Trustees, 1899, ORM vie Disa 2 VOLS y 
Second Universalist Society in Providence, Church of the Mediator 


Minutes of society and board of trustees, with copy of incorporating 
act and bylaws, 1848-76, 1 vol.; Register of baptisms, marriages and 
funerals, 1867-75, 1 vol.; "Constitution, Convession & Covenant of the 
Second Universalist charost, Providence, Ro.) la 1849, printed, 22 pp. , 2 
Oeeies, 1855, printed, 22 pp., 1 vol.; "Profession of Faith and Constitu- 
tion of the Second peteros id ae Church, Providence", 1857, printed 80 pp., 
3 copies: "Charter and Bylaws of the Second Universalist Society in 
meevacgence, R. I." 1857, printed, 14 pp., 3 copies: “Charter, Constitu- 
tion and Bylaws of the Church of the Mediator in Providence, R. I., 
Organized June 22, A. D. 1868", printed, 14 pp., 1 vol.; "Government of 
the Church of Christ, the Mediator, Providence, R. I., to which is added 
a list of the Officers and Members, and Articles of Religion adopted 
April 30th, 1869", 1869, printed, 22 pp., 6 covies; revised edition of 


same, 1880, printed, 22 pp., 1 vol.; "Constitution of the Second Universa- 
fies o200ath School Association", 1857, printed, 12 pp., 1 vol.; “Articles 
of Organization of The Parish Union connected with the Church of the 
Memeetor. rrovidence, R. 1.", n.d., printed, 10 pp., 1 vol.; Orders of 
services, 1860-80, printed, 4 pnp., 150 items. 

Vermont 
Barre 


Goddard Seminary (Green Mountain Central Institute} 


"Historical Sketch and Catalogue of the Greene Mountain Central 
Peevitiuve’, 1870, vrinted, 24 pp.; 1 vol 


Covendish 
First Universalist Society in Cavendish 


Register of Rev. Warren Skinner, pastor, marrieges, 1825-71, funerals, 


as 


feeoe 74,91 vol.; Record Book of Rev. Mr. Bienen giving place, date, and 
text of regular and "promiscuous" preaching, 1824-72, 1 vol 


Guilford 
Guilford Center Church 


Clipping: "Guilford Center Church", report of centennial exercises 
and historical address by Rev. Charles Huntington Pennoyer, source un- 


Known, 1937, 1 item. 
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Hartland 
Universalist Society 
Nency Darling, A Brief History of the Universalist Society of 


Hartland, Vermont, during its first century, Castleton, Northrop, 1902, 
21 6 a 2 o pam cf 


South Stafford 


First Universalist Society 


"History , Constitution and Bylaws of the Universalist Society, South 
Stafford, Vermont", n.d., printed, 18 pp., 2 copies; Rev. Harry F. Fister, 


“Anniversary Sermon", 1933, printed, 11 pp., 2 copies. 


a2 4 


Vermont Universalist Convention 


"The Sixtieth Annual Universalist Convention of Vermont and Province 
of Quebec at Northfield, Vermont", 1893, printed, 8 pp., 1 vol. 


Woodstock 
North Universalist Chapel Society 
| A 
Edith C, Abbot, "History of Universalist Church in Woodstock, Vermont", 
Dies sn ka ke Ole f 


General 


Mary Grace Canfield, Universalism in Vermont and The Connecticut 
Valleys 294), tits .s s2e5pp: 


Washington 
General 
Asa Mayo Bradley, "Pacific Coast Universalism", n.d., t. ms., 66 


pp. (cf. 45-48 pp. for Washington), 1 vol., Rev. David Thurston Stevens, 
"Autobiographical, Notes.) n.d., tiv ms.) 1 vor 


Canada 


North Hatley, Quebec 
First Universalist Church 


"Order of service at installation of Rev. Robert Lewis Weis", 19356, 
printed, 4 pp., 1 item. rer 
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9. MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION (Massachusetts Convention 
of Universalists), 1834--, 16 Beacon Street. 


The Massachusetts Universalist Convention was organized in May 1834, 
at a meeting held in Boston by the Boston Association of Universalists 
(see entry 13) and the Old Colony Association of Universalists (see entry 
12). Prior to formal organization, there had been some activity toward 
effecting a convocation of Universalist clergymen in the state. Ata 
meeting of the Boston Association in Marlborough held on June 5, 1832, a 

committee was appointed to confer with the Old Colony Association on the 
question of forming a state Convention. In December 1832, the committee 
reported, presenting a resolution to the effect that a state convention 
be formed as soon as convenient. A plan of organization was submitted, 
and a committee was appointed to work out the details. No action seems 
to have been taken, and in 1833, a new committee was appointed. Asa 
result of this committee's report, the meeting was held which effected 
the organization of a Convention. During the early years of the organiza- 
tion, it exercised the power of fellowship and discipline jointly with 
the associations, but in 1842 this power was surrendered exclusively to 
the associations. In an effort to remedy this, a new constitution was 
drafted in 1845, which failed of adoption in 1846. In the meantime, the 
Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath School Association had been formed in 
1837 (see entry 22) at the suggestion of the Convention. Missionary work 
was commenced in the Boston Association in 1847, and similar movements 
were subsequently made in other associations. The growth of this work 
resulted in the incorporation of the Massachusetts Universalist Home 
Missionary Society in 1851. Labor and interest divided in this manner, 
failed of results as wide or as positive as more unity and cooperation 
would have made possible. 


In 1856, at a session of the Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath 
School Association, it was proposed that the Association should surrender 
its organization, providing the convention would appoint a Sabbath School 
secretary. This motion was held over for,1 year and voted down. In 1857, 
a committee was appointed to devise some means whereby the tract, missionary, 
and Sabbath School enterprises should receive special attention. No action 
was taken, but at the convention meeting in 1858, another committee was 
appointed and after conferences with representatives of the other societies, 
presented resolutions which were adopted unanimously. It was resolved to 
organize as one unit and to apply to the legislature for incorporation. 
A meeting was held in Roxbury, October 20, 1858, and the outlines of the 
new organization were adopted, and in June 1859, the Convention was incor- 
porated. According to its bylaws, the Convention was composed of the 
Universalist societies, Sunday Schools and ordained clergymen in 
Massachusetts then in fellowship. Its council for transaction of business 
was made up of ordained clergymen in the fellowship of the Convention, of 
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one lay delegate from each society in fellowship, 
school in fellowship and of the officers of the 
inted which advised the various 


life members in the State, 
one ley delegate from each 


Convention. A board of government was appo 
associations of the organization of the Convention and asked them to change 


their rules to conform to the bylaws of the Convention. | Although there was 
some opposition, it subsided after a time. The VOR aa became the sole © 
legislative body, and the local associations became “purely voluntary 
groupings of local churches for mutual encouragement and a better under- 
standing of the work of the church", with no part whatsoever in the business © 


of either the General or Massachusetts Conventions. 


According to its constitution, as amended in 1938, .the Convention is 
composed of such Universalist parishes and ordained clergymen in the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts as are in its fellowship. It is subject to the laws 
of the General Convention. Its council for the transaction of business is 
made up of ordained clergymen in the fellowship of the Convention; three lay 
delegates from each parish in fellowship, such delegates to be members of 
the parish which they represent; officers and trustees of the Convention and © 
the members of the Committee of Fellowship. The general direction of the 
affairs of the Convention is vested in the Executive Committce, which con- 
sists of the officers of the Convention and six trustees. The Executive 
Committee meets at least once a month, except during the months of July 


and August. 


The following records (except financial), unless otherwise noted, are 
in custody of Rev. Leroy W. Coons, state superintendent, and are kept at 16 
Beacon Street, Boston; financial records are in custody of Mr. A. Ingham 
Bicknell, treasurer, 6 Beacon Street, Boston: Minutes of Massachusetts 
Convention of Universalists, 1834-59, with brief historical sketch of ori- 
gin, 1 vol.; Minutes of Massachusetts Universalist Home Missionary Society, 
1851-59, 1 vol., Minutes of Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 1859- 
1904, with minutes of first session of the Council at Milford, June 1) 1859) 
act of incorporation and bylaws, historical sketch of reorganization of 
Convention, 5 vols., Minutes of Massachusetts Universalist Convention with 
annual reports, 1859--, (annual) bound in 20 vols., ptd.; Minutes of Execu- 
tive Committee, 1859--, 8 vols.; current correspondence in steel files, 8 
drawers (destroyed after 3 years); Minutes of Committee chosen by Massachu- 
setts State Convention of Universalists to select a site, erect and manage 
the affairs of a Theological School in Boston, 1840, in the possession of 
the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford. Receipts and 
expenditures, with trust and general funds, 1917--, 3 vols.; Journals with 
trust and general funds, 1917--, 3 vols., notes, deeds, mortgages, insurance 
policies, 1 file drawer, stocks and bonds kept in veult Pilgrim Trust 
Company, 31 Milk Street, Boston, and in custody of Mr. A. Ingham Bicknell; 
current financial correspondence, 2 steel drawers. 


Property recordings of transactions in which the Massechusetts 
Universalist Convention has been a party are to be found in nearly every 
registry in the state. These transactions have usually taken place when- 
ever the local society received financial assistance from the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention. In such cases the property was transferred to the 
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Convention and then in nearly all cases re-deeded to the society with a 
standard reversion clause. The clause required the society to maintain 
Universalist services and to remain in fellowship with the Convention; upon 
the society's failure to do so for 2 or more years, the property automati- 
cally reverted to the Convention. 


Barnstable County, Registry of Deeds, Barnstable 
Brewster 
First Universalist Society of Brewster 
Lend on Grand Army of the Republic Highway, transfer from and to the 
society, notice of entry, and sale, vol. 137, pv. 126, recorded April 9, 


#o(2;  V¥Ol. 158, p. 19, recorded April 10, 1879; vol. 350, p. 585, recordad 
mectt 10).1917; vol. 370, ov. 338, recorded March 24, 1920. 


Eastham 
First Universalist Parish of Eastham 
Site of meetinghouse, gift, transfer to varish, and release of condi- 


tions, vol. 186, p. 291, recorded December 6, 1889; vol. 187, p. 176, re- 
corded December 21, 1889; vol. 292, p. 471, recorded March 3, 1909. 


Wellfleet 
First Universalist Society of Wellfleet 


Land on Grand Army of the Republic Highway, grant from the society, 
and sale, vol. 194, p. 136, recorded May 10, 1891; vol. 405, p. 276; re- 
corded January 28, 1924. 


Yarmouthport 


First Universalist Society in Yarmouth 


Site of meetinghouse on Church Street, transfer from the society, and 
notice of Land Court petition, vol. 578, p. 427, recorded May 19, 1921; 
meteeoro. Dp. 463, recorded June 15, 1921. 
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Bristcl County, North District, Registry of Deeds, Taunton 


Mansfield 
« First Universalist Parish of Mansfield 


Site of third meetinghouse, transfer from and to the parish, quit- 
claim, vol. 479, pp. 479-81, recorded March 22, 1890; vol. 829, peda, 


recorded May 14, 1935. 
North Attleboro 
First Universalist Society in Attleboro 


Site of second meetinghouse at Washington and Church Streets, ~ 
transfer to the society, vol. 611, p. 261, recorded October 26, 1906. 


Bristol County, South District, Registry of Deeds, New Bedford 
New Bedford 
First Universalist Society 
pate on Williams St., transfer from and to society, grant from 
ociety, and sale, vol. 159, p. 316, recorded July 26, 1893; vol. 159; 


p. 319, recorded July 26, 1893; vol. 666, p. 465, recorded June 25,.1928; 7 
vol. 732, p. 60, recorded June 6, 1933. a 


Essex County, So. District, Registry of Deeds, Salem 


Amesbury 
First Universalist Society of Amesbury & Salisbury 


Land on Main Street, transfer from and to the society, vol. 1824, 
pd. 61, recorded May 14, 1906; vol. 1882, p. 28, recorded July 13, 1907. 


Gloucester (Lanesville) 


Society of the Lanesville Universalist Parish 


Site of meetinghouse, transfer from and to the parish, record of 
entry, agreement to sell, vol. 979, »p. 55, recorded June 26, 1877s yore 
1095, p. 77, recorded November 10, 1882; vol. 2762, p. 472, recorded 
May 9, 1928; vol. 2766, p. 84, recorded May 29, 1928. 
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Heverhill 
Mt. Washington Universalist Parish of Haverhill 


Site of church on Washington Street, transfers from and to the 
parish, and grant from the parish, vol. 1346, ». 38, recorded January 13, 
1892, vol. 1569, pp. 55-57, recorded October 25, 1892; vol. 1414, vp. 543- 
45, recorded June 19, 1894; vol. 2112, p. 377, recorded October ove LoLe:. 


Marblehead 


& 


Marblehead Universalist Church 


Site of meetinghouse at the corner of Pleasant and Watson Streets, 
transfer from and to the church, grant from the church, and sale, vol. 
1090, p. 286, recorded September 6, 1882; vol. 1093, p. 22, recorded 
Octover 24, 1882; vol. 3165, p. 353, recorded November 9, 1938; vol. 
4165, p. 354, recorded November 9, 1938. 


Newburyport 


First Universalist Church of Newburyport 


Land on Middle Street, grant from the church, transfer, and sale, 
vol. 979, p. 54, recorded June 26, 1877; vol. 1028, p. 64, recorded 
November 29, 1879; vol. 1033, p. 252, recorded March 17, 1880. 


Rockport 


First Universalist Church of Rockport 


Land on Hale & Cleaver Sts., transfer from and to the church, vol. 
2105, p. 90, recorded April 18, 1883; vol. 1107, p. 210, recorded May 5, 
1883. 


Rockport (Pigeon Cove 


Second Universalist Society of Rockport 


Land on Granite St., transfer from and to the society, vol. 1044, 
p. 264, recorded Sept. 24, 1880; vol. 1052, p. 130, recorded Feb. 2, 1881. 


Rowley 


First Universalist Parish of Rowley 


Land on Central St., transfer from and to the parish, grant from the 
parish, and sale, vol. 994, p. 164, recorded March 21, 1878; vol. 1908, 
p. 186, recorded Jan. 30, 1908; vol. 1914, p. 460; recorded April 10, 1908; 
Worivl4. p. 461, Yecorded April 10, 1908. 
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Swampscott 


Swampscott Universalist Society 


Land on Burrill Sts., transfers from and to the society, vol. 1335, 
pp. 372-74, recorded March 9, 1892; vol. 1894, p. 163, recorded Oct. 6, 


1909. 


Franklin County, Registry of Deeds, Greenfield 


Bernardston 
First Universalist Society in Bernardston 


Site of meetinghouse on Depot Street, transfer from and to the 
society, grant from the society, and sale, vol. 390, p. 292, recorded 
May 12, 1888; vol. 394, p. 370, recorded July 14, 1888; vol. 413, p. 41, 
recorded April 30, 1890; vol. 414, p.. 436, recorded June 2, 1890. 


Shelburne Falls 
First Universalist Society in Shelburne Falls 
Site of meetinghouse on Main Street, transfer from and to the society, 
notice of entry, and sale, vol. .531, ps 218; recorded June 28, I877-> Vous 


531, p. 270, recorded August 17, 1877; vol. 611, p. 315, recorded November 
a; LOL; VOL, (650, Dp.) Ly recordedvAprial 25s 


Hampden County, Registry of Deeds, Springfield 
Monson 


First Universalist Parish of Monson 


Site of church at corner of Main and Lincoln Streets, purchase, vol. 
465, p. 120, recorded November 25, 1889. 


Springfield 
Second Universalist Society of Springfield 
Land on Bay and Princeton Streets, transfer from and to the society, 


vol. 1292, p. 520, recorded October 26, 1925; vol. 1316, p. 335, recorded 
June 22, 1926. 
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Westfield 
First Universalist Society in Westfield 
Site of church on Elm Street, at Chapel Street, transfer from and to 
the society, purchase from the society, and sale, vol. 4958, pp. 527-29, re- 


corded November 13, 1889; vol. 741, p. 194, recorded July 16, 1908; vol. 
ftiyep» 195, recorded July 16,1908. 


Middlesex County, So. District, Registry of Deeds, E. Cambridge 


Acton (West) 


First Universalist Society in West Acton 


-% 


Land on Central Street, vote by society to transfer, to Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, transfer, release of conditions by society, and 
sale, vol. 5061, p. 441, recorded September 29, 1903: vol. S061, p. 442, 
recorded September 29, 1903; vol. 4870, p. 411, recorded WuibyH ec5) LOLK: 
vol. 4870, p. 410, recorded July 22, 1925. 


Brighton 


First Universalist Parish of Brighton 


Land on Cambridge Street, Brighton, purchase, transfer to parish, 
vol. 1129, p. 535, recorded September 16, 1870; vol. 1166, »p. 289, recorded 
June 19, 1871. 


Cambridge ; 
Second Society of Universalists 


Land on corner of Otis and South Fourth Streets, transfer from the 
society and sale, vol. 3330, p. 333, recorded October 11, 1907; vol. 3330, 
p. 534, recorded October 11, 1907. 


Third Universalist Society in Cambridge 


Site of.second meetinghouse on North Avenue, purchase, transfer to 
the society, mortgage on adjacent lot and discharge, grant of both parcels 
from the society, sale to First Armenian Fvangelicai Church of Boston, 
mortgage and discharge, vol. 1570, p. 80, recorded October 19, 1875; vol. 
1372, p. 124, recorded November 4, 1875; vol. 5021, p. 334, recorded 
September 28, 1926; vol. 5329, p. 167, recorded February 27, 1929; vol. 
53529, p. 168, recorded February 27, 1929; vol. 5380, p. 109, recorded 
August 1, 1929; vol. 5380, ». 111, recorded August 1, 1929; vol. 5655, pn. 
519, recorded. 
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Framingham 
First Universalist Parish of So. Framingham 


Site of meetinghouse on Franklin Street, transfer from and to the 
parish, vol. 4061, pp. 29-30, recorded June 16, 1916. 


Melrose 
First Universalist Parish of Melrose 


Site of meetinghouse at the corner of Essex and Willow Streets, 
transfer from and to the parish, vol. 2041, pp. 338-40, recorded May 15, 


1891. 
Natick 
First Universalist Parish of Natick 


Site of second meetinghouse at the corner of North Avenue and 
Washington Street, purchase, transfer to and from the parish, and sale, 
vol. 1730, p. 271, recorded December 12, 1885; vol. 1734, p. 298, re- 
corded January 12, 1886; vol. 3030, p. 558, recorded April 24, 1903; 
vol. 3110, p. 438, recorded July 14; 1904. 


Somerville 
Winter Hill Universalist Parish of Somerville 


Site of church at corner of Thurston Street and Evergreen Avenue, 
transfer from and to the parish, vol. 1841; pp. 462-63, recorded March: 
25, 1888; Site of parish house on Thurston Street, mortgage and discharge, 
eos 0013, p. 216, recorded September 3, 1926; vol. 5139, p. 351, necorne aa 
August 31, 1927; y 


Waltham 
Universalist Society of Waltham 
Land on Main St., transfer from and to the society, mortgage from 
society and discharge, vol. 1585, p. 218, recorded Dec. 2, 1881; vol. 


1588, p. 254, recorded Jan. 6, 1882; VOl. 3545, pe 345, recorded ee 
Oi. 1910; ane 4786, p. 481, mecerade November 6, 1924, 
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Middlesex County, No. District, Registry of Deeds, Lowell 
Lowell 
First Universalist Society in Lowell 
Site of third meetinghouse on Hard Street, transfer from and to the 
society, mortgage from the society, vol. 862, ». 526, recorded June 8, 


1935; vol. 862, p. 528, recorded June 8, 1935; vol. 862, p. 529, recorded 
gune 8, 1935. 


Tyngsborough Ve pets 
First Universalist Parish in Tyngsborough 

Site of meetinghouse, transfer from and to the pvarish, notice of 
entry, and sale, vol. 185, p. 330, recorded November 24, 1886; vol. 186, 
p. 492, recorded February 21, 1887; vol. 434, p. 150, recorded May 20, 
1909; vol. 434, p. 154, recorded May 20, 1909.. 

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham 

Brookline 


Brookline Universalist Parish 


Site at Washington and Cypress Streets, transfer from and to the 
parish, vol. 769, pp. 487-89, recorded September 25, 1896. 


Weymouth 
South Weymouth Second Universalist Society 


Land on Pleasant St., transfer from and to the society, vol. 567, 
Pe O55, recorded June 3, 1885; vol. 569, p. 232, recorded July 25, 1885. 


Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Plymouth 


Brockton 
First Universalist Parish of Brockton 


Land on Cottage Street, transfer from and to the parish, vol. 557, 
p. 125, recorded May 11, 1888; vol. 557, p. 128, recorded Nay 11, 1888. 
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Brookline ; 
: 
Beacon Universalist Parisn 


See Boston: Shawiut Universalist Society. 


Norwell 
First Universalist Society of Norwell 


Site of meetinghouse on Washington Street, grant from the society, 


vol. 679, p. 569, recorded October 3, 1894. 


Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston 


Boston 


Beacon Universalist Parish in Brookline 


Site of second meetinghouse at 397 Shawmut Avenue, transfer from and 


to the Shawmut Universalist Society, vol. 2118, pp. 12-15, recorded 
Merchigivy 1693) 


Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston 


Land on Columbus Ave., transfer from the society, vol. 5022, p. 


185, recorded July 18, 1928; Land at Boylston and Ipswich Streets, trans-~ 
fer from the society and sale, vol. 5022, p. 186, recorded July 18, 192835 


vol. 5562, p. 181, recorded October 11, 1935 


Shawmut Universalist Society 


Site of second meetinghouse at 397 Shawmut Avenue, transfer from 
and to the society, vol. une p..l2, recorded March 21705, vol. ee 
De 15, recorded March .2)). 7 aes 


Boston (Brighton) 
First Universalist Parish of Brighton 
Land on Cambridge Street, Brighton, transfer from the parish, and 


sale, to the Unity Church of Aeon, a 1700, ». 222, recorded 
Noveuiber: 6, 1885; vol. 1817, p. 558, recorded April 2, 1888. 
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Boston (Charlestown) 


First Universalist Society in Charlestown 


Land on Church Court, transfers from and to the society, transfer 
from the society, foreclosure, vol. 4174, pp. 35-36, recorded October 
POTeAgLOs vol’. 5248, pp. 124-25, recorded March 17, 19513) vol.) 5719, p. 
521, recorded April 7, 19358; vol. 5769, p. 309, recorded February 2, 1939. 


Boston (Dorchester) 
St. John's Universalist Parish 


Land at corner of Adams and Gibson Streets, purchase, transfer to and 
from the parish, and sale, vol. 1323, p. 85, recorded April 24, 1876; vol. 
1323, p. 86, recorded April 24, 1876; vol. 1774, p. 254, recorded May 31, 
1887; vol. 1869, p. 491, recorded April 8, 1889. 


Boston (Dorchester - Ashmont ) 


Ashmont Universalist Parish of Boston 


Land at corner of Bushnell and Lombard Streets, transfer from and to 
the parish, transfer from the society and sale, vol. 2228, p. 52, recorded 
October 2, 1894; vol. 2228, p. 156, recorded October 4, 1894; vol. 5616, 
p. 117, recorded March 9, 1912; vol. 4209, p. 625, recorded April 7, 1920. 


Boston (Dorchester - Grove Hall) 
Grove Hall Universalist Parish 


Land at corner of Schuyler Street and Blue Hill Ave., transfer from 
and to the parish, vol. 1420, pp. 86-87; Land at Washington and Wilder 
Streets, transfer from and to the parish, vol. 2366, pp. 565-70, recorded 
June 15, 1896. 


Boston (Dorchester - Uphams Corner) 
Uphams Corner Universalist Parish 
Land on Virginia Street, transfer from the parish, vote authorizing 


sale, and sale, vol. 3344, p. 252, recorded February 25, 1908; vol. 4364, 
p. 326, recorded May 5, 1922; vol. 4108, p. 88, recorded October 8, 1918. 


. Boston (East Boston) 
East Boston Universalist Society 


Bite of second meetinghouse on Central Square at Porter Street, first 
and second mortgages from the society, foreclosure, sale and re-purchasa 


112 | 
Fast Boston Universalist Society 


[9] 


31, p. 204, recorded October 25, 1872; vol. 
ber 21, 1885; vol. 1806, ». 364, recorded 

pp. 188-89, recorded February 29, 1888; 

vol. 1996, p. 481, recorded May 10, 1891; Site of present church, purchase, 
grant to society, mortgage from society, grant from society, vol. 1989, 

p. 583, recorded October 20, 1890; vol. 1989, p. 535, recorded January 9, © 
1891; vol. 1998, p. 278, recorded May 29, 1891; vol. 4562, p. 454, re- 


corded April 9, 1924. 


Boston (Jamaica Plain) 


St. Paul's Universalist Church 


grant to the society, WOd. od 
1693, p. 242, recorded Septem 
January 13, 1888; vol. ISLE; 


Site of first meetinghouse, Greenough Avenue, grant from the church 
(Jamaica Plain Universalist Parish), 4 quitclaims, and sale, vol. 1705, 
p. 1, recorded December 13, 1885; vol. 1705, pp. 3-8, recorded December 
12, 1885; vol. 1705, p. 9, recorded December 12, 1885; Site of second 
edifice, Rockview Street, transfer from and to the church, grant from the - 
church, sale, mortgage and discharge, vol. 1887, pp. 273-75, recorded 
July 10, 1889; vol. 4972, p. 549, recorded January 25, 1928; vol. 4972, 9% 
p. 551, January 25, 1928; vol. 4972, p. 552, recorded January 255) 12920> 0m 
vol. 5222, p. 3, recorded October 24, 19350. ; 


Boston (South Boston) 
Broaaway Universalist Society 
Land on Broadway, transfer from and to the sociéty, quitclaim from 
the society, and sale, vol. 1449, p. 243, recorded March 5, 1879; vol. 
1450, p. 207, recorded March 17, 1879; vol. 4237, p. 279, recorded July 
9, 1920; vol. 4285, p. 389, recorded Avril 9, 1921. 
Chelsea 


First Universalist Church in Chelsea 


Site of present church at Clark and Carey Avenues, transfer from. and 
to the church, vol. 4201, pp. 121-22, recorded February 25, 1920. Eas 


Worcester County, South District, Registry of Deeds, Worcester 


Dana (Orange) 


First Universalist Parish of Dana 


Site of meet inghouse in North Dana, transfer from and to parish, 
grant from parish, and sale, vol. 2100, p. 311, recorded April 11, 1916; 
vol. 2568, pp. 451, 423, recorded August 10, 1932. ; 
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Gardner 
First Universalist Society of Gardner 


Three parcels of land on an old road leading from Gardner Centre to 
the depot at North Ashburnham, two quitclaims to the convention, and sale, 
Vol. kt I9O,"(D. 200), srecorded October 26,;.1904;'.vol. 17935; p. 251; recorded 
October 26, 1904; vol. 1820, p. 243, recorded December 9, 1905. 


Oxford 
Second Universalist Christian Church of Oxford 


Land on Main St., purchase from the church, Land Court Doc. 2082, 
recorded October 29, 1917. 


Spencer 


Church of Our Father (Universalist) of Spencer 


Land on Linden Street, transfer from the church and sale, vol. 2686, 
p. 422; recorded January 12, 1937; vol. 2686, p. 423, recorded January 12, 
1937. 


Warren 
The Universalist Society of Warren 
Site of meetinghouse at corner of Prospect and Main Streets, grant 
from the society,. notice of Land Court petition, vote to convey and sale, 
vol. 24%, p. 455, recorded June 8, 1929; vol. 2566, p. 217, recorded 
July 6, 19352;: vol. 2604, p. 156, recorded February 28, 1934. 
Webster 
First Universalist Society of Webster 
Site of meetinghouse on School Street, transfer from the society, 
record of entry, vol. 1648, p. 569, recorded June 25, 1900; vol. 1944, 
p. 135, recorded September 10, 1910. 
Worcester 
All Souls Universalist Parish 
| Land on Kilby St., transfer from and to the parish, quitclaim, vol. 
1187, p. 52, recorded Jan. 22, 1885; vol. 1216, p. 105, recorded April 
12, 1886; vol. 1374,:p. 118, recorded Jan. 25, 1892; Land on Woodland 


St., transfer from and to the parish, vol. 1377, p. 218, recorded April 
wapmige: VOl. 1377, p. 220, recorded April 19, 1892. 


114 


[9] 
Worcester County, No. District, Registry of Deeds, Fitchburg — 


Leominster 
First Universalist Society of Leominster 


Site of first meetinghouse on Union Street, transfer from and to the © 
society, vol. 128, p. 290, recorded June 30, 1899; vol. 128, p. 292; Te-am 
corded June 30, 1899; Site of second meetinghouse at Central and Lancaster 
Streets, purchase and sale, vol. 291, p. 456, March 51, 1915; vol. 581, 


p. 110, recorded.January 16, 1923. 


In addition, the Massachusetts Universalist Convention has sought ; 
the clarification of the titles ef several parcels of property transferred 
to it by its constituent societics. Title registrations secured: 
Gloucester (Lanesville) Society of the Lanesville Universalist Parish, 
site of meetinghouse, certificate no. 7708, decreed January 4, 19295, 
Mattapoisett, First Universalist Society of Mattapoisett, site of meeting-— 
house at corner of Church and Barstow Streets, certificate. of title 43507, 
vol. 21, 107, recorded May 15, 1931; document 9423 recording transfer to 
society, 1 vol. 21, p. 108, recorded June 10, 1931. 


og 
wit 
é 


Record of decrees of Norfolk County Probate Court, Dedham: Docket 
No. 17346, Massachusetts Universalist Convention appointed as trustee of 
Jonathan Stetson Fund, July 15, 1881; Massachusetts Universalist Conven- 
tion authorized to use income of fund for missionary work in Massachusetts, 
October 30, 1936. : 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1859, ch. 66, approved February 26, 1859; authorization to 
hold additional property, Ibid., 1886, ch. 71, approved March 61, 1886; 
authorization to hold bequest of George Smith, Ibid., 1889, ch. 389, ap- 
proved June 3, 1889; authorization to hold additional property, Ibid., 
1928, ch. 377, approved June 7, 1928. 


Record of Supreme Court cases: 216 Mass. Revorts 231, Arthur 
Bishop vs. Frank F. Burke, 1913. 


10. UNION ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS , (Southern Association 
of Universalists), 1815-1906 (defunct}, Boston. : 


The Union Association of Universalists was organized December 18, 
1815, as the Southern Association of Universalists. A meeting for or- 
ganization was held at Salem, and in attendance were Reys.Thomas Jones, 
Hosea Ballou, Richard Carrique, Paul Dean, David Pickering, and Edward 
Turner. The Rev. Mr. Turner was elected clerk of the association which 
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embraced Universalists in Massachuset€: Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

It may be assumed that as other associutiuuS were organized, namely the 
Qld Colony Association of Universalists (see entry 12) and the Providence 
Association of Universalists (see entry 11) in 1827, and the Boston 
Association of Universalists (see entry 13) in 1829, that its membership 
was reduced and its jurisdiction more circumscribed. 


The association played a leading role in the Restorationist contro- 
versy. At its meeting in Stafford, Connecticut, held on June 10, 1823, 
it appointed.Revs. John Bisbee, Jr., of the Second Universalist Society 
in Brookfield (see entry 71), Richard Carrique of Hartford, Connecticut 
Jacob Frieze of Milford, clerk of the association, as a committee to 
consider the "Appeal" and "Declaration" (see entry 27) signed by Rev. 
Jacob Wood and to make recommendations for action. The association 
adopted unanimously the committee's report and condemned the "Appeal" and 
"Declaration" as tending "to dissolve the bonds of union, by manifesting 
a disposition in their authors to deprive us of the name and character 
of Christian ministers." 


“At the following meeting held in Milford on December 9, the associa- 
tion appointed a committee composed of Revs. Hosea Ballou of the Second 
Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston (see entry 66), Hosea 
Ballou, 2nd, of the First Universalist Society in Roxbury (see entry 75), 
Richard Carrique, Jacob Frieze, and David Pickering of Providence, Rhode 
Island) to draft a basis of reconcilation with the signers of the "Appeal" 
and "Declaration." The committee reported a statement which was signed 
by Revs. Edward Turner of the First Universzlist Society in Charlestown 
(see entry 58), Charles Hudson, and Barzillai Streeter of the First 
Universalist Society in Salem (see entry57) and according to which the 
Signers did "most cordially, acknowledge and accept as Christian ministers 
and brethren," those differing from them on the doctrine set forth in the 
"Appeal" and "Declaration." This statement was accepted by the associa- 
tion, and the threatened rift was closed. But 7 years later the Southern 
Association was responsible for the schism which split Universalist ranks. 
At its meeting held in June of 1830 at Berlin, Connecticut, the associa- 
tion adopted a resolution which alleged that the Providence Association 
of the Universalists did "not intend to be under the jurisdiction of the 
General Convention," stated that persons opposed to the regulations of 
the convention were active members of the Providence Association, and 
condemned the formation of associations that did not recognize the super- 
vision of the Convention. The resolution continued with a statement of 


principle: 


"That: all Brethren who maintain membership with associations 
not in fellowship with the General Convention, do thereby 
annul their fellowship and membership with the order." 


In making such a statement the Southern Associetion clearly exceeded its 
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authority, especially in announcing terms of fellowship with the General 
Convention. The adoption of the resolution, coupled with the passage of 

a general statement by the General Convention the following September, was 
interpreted by Restorationists, both in and out of the Providence Associa- 
tion, as an ultimatum which they answered by forming the Massachusetts 


Association of Universal Restorationists. 


At a meeting at Hartford, Connecticut, in May, 1833, it was resolved 
that "it was inexpedient for the Southern Association again to hold its 
sagsion in the State of Connecticut," and "it was planned to meet at 
Granby, Connecticut, the following May to form an association confined to 
that State." The Connecticut members probably joined the Connecticut 
Association (see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist Archives in 
Connecticut) which was formed at about this time. In 1836, Universalists — 
in Fairfield, Middlesex and New Haven Countias, formed a separate organiza- 
tion, adopting the name, "Southern Association." 


In April, 1834, 1 month before the founding of the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention (see entry 9) it was voted "that this Association 
shall hereafter be called the ‘Union Association of Universalists' and shall] © 
comprehend within its limits the counties of Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire, 
Franklin and Berkshire in Massachusetts." These boundaries were subsequently 
amended, since the constitution of the association, as cited in the Minutes 
of 1841, shows that its jurisdiction included only "so much of the Counties 
of Hampden, Hampshire, and Franklin as lie east of Connecticut River in 
Massachusetts." A constitution was adopted April 13, 1836. A motion was 
made at a meeting in 1848 that "This Association shall be called the 
Worcester Association, and shall embrace only the County of Worcester." 

t was laid on the table, and this action was repeated in 1849. It is not 
apparent from the records as to the final disposition of the motion, but it 
apparently died in committee. On August 21, 1850, as a restlt of a visit 
and talk by a delegate of the Massachusetts State Convention it was voted 
to form the "Union Association Home Missionary Society " A constitution 
was adopted at this time. 


In 1860 the association did not comply in some way with the require- 
ments of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention and fellowship was with- 
drawn. However, in the following year the association was accepted back 
into fellowship, having modified its rules. It is not listed in the 
_ Directory after 1906. At that time Rev. Merrill Charles Ward, 639 Washingtor 
Street, Abington, was clerk. 


Minutes of Southern Association, 1815-1819, in Record Book and Diary 
of Rev, Edward Turner, first clerk, in the possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in the custody of Professor 
Alfred Storer Cole; Minutes of Southern Association of Universalists, 1820- 
54, 1 vol.; Minutes of Union Association of Universalists, 1835-76, 1 vol.; 
both volumes in possession of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention and 
in the custody of Rev. Leroy W. Coons, secretary, 16 Beacon Street, Boston. 
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11. PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 1827-1836, (defunct), 
[Providence, Rhode Island]. 


This association was organized as the result of a vote of a quarterly 
conference of ministers of Rhode Island and adjacent localities in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts held on October 30, 1827. To the organiza- 
tion meeting on November 20 were invited "the Societies in the State of 
Rhode Island [see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist Archives in 
Rhode Island], and the Societies of Attleboro [see entry 65], Milford 


{see entry 46], Medway [see entry 82], Bellingham [see entry 51], and 
Wrentham [see entry 153], and the Societies of Norwich, Woodstock, 


Eastford and Pomfret, Connecticut [see forthcoming Inventory of 
Universalist Archives in Connecticut]." Delegates from Attleborough, 
Providence, and North Providence attended this meeting and elected Revs. 
David Pickering of Providence, Robert L. Killam of Attleborough, and 
Stephen Cutler as a committee to draft a constitution, which was adopted 
at the fourth meeting held in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, in May of 1829. 


At subsequent meetings of the association, it granted letters of 
fellowship to several ministers: Revs. Lyman Maynard, who published a 
pamphlet entitled The Doctrine of Future Probation, defended in two 
Dialogues between an Inguirer and a Minister, and Nathaniel Wright, a 
Sabellian Trinitarian, in 1829; to the Rev. Seth Chandler, who later 
(1834) became the pastor of the First Parish in Shirley, Massachusetts, 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), in 
1831; and to the Rev. William Whitaker, formerly an English Methodist, 
in 1833. 


The appointment of the Rev. David Pickering, who, in May of 1829, had 
"tendered his resignation of membership of the General Convention, and of 
all the Associations under its jurisdiction" because "he was not satisfied 
with its rules and regulations," as moderator of the session of the as- 
sociation at its meeting on November 18 was the occasion for the adoption 
of a resolution by the Southern Association of Universalists (see entry 
10). This resolution took note of the facts that "persons not members of 
the Convention, but who are opposed to its regulations, are acting mem- 
bers" of the Providence Association and recommended "that all Brethren 
who maintain membership with Associations not in fellowship with the 


General Convention, do thereby annul their fellowship and membership with 


the order." 


Despite the fact that this resolution, supported as it was by a state- 
ment of abstract principle by the General Convention, was the cause of the 
formation of the Massachusetts Association of Universal Restorationists 
{see entry 27), the Providence Association continued until 18%. However, 
because most if its members were Restorationists, it is unlikely that the 
Massachusetts ones joined with those of the Southern Association to form 
the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) in 1834. 


No records have been found. 
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12. OLD COLONY ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 1827--, Braintree. 


The 01d Colony Association of Universalists, of which BOY eee 
H. Leining, pastor of All Soul's Church, Braintree (see entry 254) is 
president, is an association of Universalist churches from the following ~ 
cities and towns: Abington, Braintree, Brockton, Canton, Foxboro, Norwell, © 
Norwood, Quincy, Stoughton, Taunton, Weymouth, North Weymouth and South 
Weymouth. The first meeting was held in Weymouth, in 1827. The purpose 
of the association is to gather at a stated time (semi-annually) for in- 
spirational meetings and discussions. The meetings are held ina | | 
Universalist church of one of the above towns on a given date. The minister 
of the church, in which the current meeting is held, officiates at the con- 
clave in the absence of the president. 


Minutes of association meetings, 1920--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. | 
Edwin R. Sampson, secretary, 19 Lincoln Street, North Weymouth. a 


13. BOSTON ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 1829-1910, (defunct) , 
Boston. 


The Trumpet and Universalist Magazine for May 30, 1829, announced a 
conference at Charlestown on June 4, of the Universalist clergymen of 
Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, and Suffolk counties, to form a new association. 
At this meeting, Rev. Ezra Leonard was chosen moderator and Rev. Hosea 
Ballou, 2nd, clerk, of the meeting The delegates voted to adopt the name 
"Boston Association of Universalists" and to seek fellowship in the 
Universalist General Convention (see entry 1). A subsequent meeting, held 
at Woburn on December 22, adopted a constitution, which provided for the 
representation of each society by two delegates at the annual meetings to 
be held in June. In 1834, the time of the annual meeting was changed to 
November. Up to this time, the Association had held two meetings each year; 
thereafter, one session has been held. In 1862, the time was changed to 7 
May . 


In 1848, the Norfolk Association (see entry 16) was formed for that 
county, but the Boston Association continued to include this county until 
1856. In 1875, the Norfolk Association returned to the Boston group. The 
Boston Association fathered the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, and 
the Home Missionary Society (see entries 9 and 20). In 1861, it admitted 
delegates from every Sunday School in the area. After 1876, all members 
of Universalist parishes were considered members. In 1859, the Associa- 
tion surrendered to the State Convention all power of granting fellowship, 
ordaining clergymen, and of discipline 


In 1852 and 1853 the Association made a statistical report on the 
condition of Universalism within its bounds. At this time, there were 38 
meetinghouses within the counties of Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex. 
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See: Edwin Davis, secretary, "Boston Association of Universalists" 


in Universalist Quarterly, 1888, pp. 223-231. 


Minutes of annual meetings, with list of ministers and delegates, and 
tion Universalist Missionary Society, (Bodton, A. Tompkins, 1856, 16 pp.), 
1 vol.; Circular Letter to brethren of Boston Association of Universalists 
and others, demanding contributions, n.d., printed, in the possession of 
the Universalist Historical Socicty, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody 
of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


14. BARNSTABLE COUNTY CONFERENCE OF UNIVERSALISTS, (Barnstable 
County Association), 1838-1923 (defunct), Orleans. 


The Barnstable County Association of Universalists was organized in 
Brewster on December 5, 1838. There were at the time four Universalist 
ministers and six Universalist societies within the territory covered by 
this Association,--— the counties of Barnstable, Nantucket and Dukes, all - 
of which had previously belonged to the Old Colony Association (see 
entry 12). A call had been issued to thede parishes in the autumn of 1838 
for this organization meeting, and the societies in Brewster, Hyannis, 
Orleans and Yarmouth responded by sending delegates to the meeting. Rev. 
Charles Spear and Rev. John Murray Spear were pioneers in the organization 
of the association. 


At first, the only permanent office provided for was that of standing 
clerk; other officers being elected for annual and special meetings only. 
The standing clerk was elected for life, or until he resigned or left the 
county. Despite this provision, the tenure of the individuals holding this 
office was generally brief. In 1879, the Association was reorganized ‘with 
a full board of officers, and the office of standing clerk was abolished. 
Powers of fellowship, ordination and discipline rested in the Association, 
with no appeal from its. decisions, until 1859, when the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention (see entry 9) was reorganized under a charter 
granted by the legislature, and assumed authority in these matters. 


The Association was instrumental in organizing the Cane Cod Missionary 
Society in 1851, (see entry 144A) which placed one or two men in the field 
full time during the next few years. 


The conference generally held 2-day sessions, and the program in- 


cluded five or six sermons.! A meeting held in 1843 was attended by five 
ministers and six lay delegates. After deploring, and explaining, the 


1. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, "Universalism on Cape Cod," p. 14 ff. 
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lack of a larger attendance, the clerk, Rev. Stillman Barden, wrote: 

"Yet, in despite of all, we had a googly attendance. We had but one day’s 
session, but we hope we shall have more than that in future. It seems 

that the interest of our cause on the 'right arm’ of the Comronwealth 

most imperiously demands it." Resolutions adopted by the Association, 

for the most part, concerned themselves with the life and activity of the 
church; the Association, however, did not ignore the issues of temperance 
and slavery. In 1850, when Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Law, the 
Association condemned it as "hostile to the spirit of our most holy reli- 
gion and resolved to use every honorable means to have it repealed." The 
conference became dormant for a time, but was reorganized in 1880, under 
the leadership of Rev. Libby of Medford. The reorganization meetings were 
held in Provincetown on November 7 and 8, and representatives from the 
societies at Brewster, Chatham, Hyannis, Osterville, Orleans, Provincetown, 
Wellfleet and Yarmouth were present. Bylaws were adopted the following 
year. After 1894, the sessions were held irregularly. 


In 1906, a delegate was elected to attend the meeting of the Unitarian 
conference, and propose a union meeting of the Unitarians and Universalists 
The last meeting of the Barnstable County Conference of Universalists was 
held in 1923. Since then, the Universalists of Barnstable County have be- 
come a part of the Cane Cod Conference of Unitarian, Universalist, and 
Other Liberal Christian Churches (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts), although the Barnstable County Conference of 
Universalists has never officially dissolved. 


Minutes, with bylaws, 1880-1923, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Nickerson, Orleans, and located at the store of Mr. Henry K. Cummings, 
Orleans; Bank pass book, 1904--, in custody of Mrs. Elizabeth Nickerson. 


See: Oyrus Augustus Bradley, Address delivered at conference in 
Eastham, June 1904, in Sketch of the Life and Work of Rev. Cyrus Augustus 
Bradley, pp. 21-26. 


14A. CAPE COD MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 1851-57 (defunct), Orleans. 


The Cape Cod Missionary Society was formed in 1851 under the auspices 
of the Barnstable County Association of Universalists. Rev. Abrahen 
Norwood was employed for 2 months to do active missionary work in the 
county, and to solicit subscriptions for further work in this field. It 
wes a time of general prosperity and funds for the work was secured. The 
Society, although inaugurated by the Barnstable County Association, 


1. Banner of Love and Washingtonian Repository, November 11, 1843. 
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functioned independently of that organization and was directed by its own 
officers and board. In the winter of 1851-52, the society employed a 
missionary, the major part of whose time was spent in Wellfleet, which had 
an organized society, and in Truro, which had had an organization 5 years 
before (see entries 185 and 200). The following year, two men were en- 
ployed, one laboring as before, the other devoting his attention to 
Marston’s Mills and the vicinity (see entry 181). In the spring of 1853, 
Rev. Stillman Barden was employed at a salary of $700, preaching alter- 
nately at West Barnstable and Wellfleet, and visiting other societies as 
opportunity was presented. This arrangement was continued until 1856-57, 
when the society was unable to find an individual competent to succeed 
the Rev. Mr. Barden.! 


No records were found. 


15. WINCHESTER ASSOCIATION, 1840-1917, (defunct). [Headquarters 
unknown | 


This association was organized in 1840, and included Berkshire 
County and those portions of Franklin, Hampden, and Hampshire Counties 
lying west of the Connecticut River. 


No records have been found. 


16. NORFOLK COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 1848-73 (merged). 
[Headquarters unknown]. 


Organized in 1848 for the Universalist Churches in Norfolk County. 
The churches were also a part of the Boston Asscciation of Universalists 
(see entry 13) and did not separate until 1856 In 1873, it accepted an 
invitation to join the Old Colony Association (see entry 12). 


No records have been found. 


17. MERRIMAC VALLEY CONFERENCE OF UNIVERSALIST CHURCHES, 1883--, 
Lowell . ’ 


The Universalist churches in the area of the Merrimac Valley, in- 
cluding southeast New Hampshire, first came together in a conference in 


oe 


1. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, "Universalism on Cape Cod," p. 10. 
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nd since was to discuss denominational 


matters and the affairs of the churches making up the conference. The . 
first president was Rev. Alphonso Everett White, then of Lawrence. In the q 
y meetings were held monthly, but later became annual. In 1955 F 
were discontinued for a time, but were resumed in 1958i 
Rev. Isaac Smith, of Lowell, is now president. In recent years, Universa- — 
list churches in the following places have been invited to attend. Acton, © 
Amesbury, Gardner, Haverhill, Lawrence, Lowell, Leominster and Westminister 
in Massachusetts; Atkinson, Concord, Dover, Kingston, Manchester, Nashua 

end Portsmouth in New Hampshire. 


1883. The general intent then a 


early years, 
the annual meetings 


The following records are in the possession and custody of Mr. Mark 
A. Adams, secretary and treasurer, 45 Berkeley Avenue, Lowell: Minutes 
showing dates, programs, leaders, subjects of sermons preached, topics of 
discussion, reports of election committee, reports of treasurer, 1885--, 
3 vols.; Ladger and reports of treasurer, 1894--, 1 vol q 


18. GLOUCESTER CONFERENCE, 1811-1812 (defunct), Gloucester. 


The Gloucester Conference was organized January 23, 1811, by the 
Revs. Hosea Ballou, Thomas Jones, Abner Kneeland and Edward Turner, for 
"religious discussion and mutual edification." Papers were received on — 
topics presented by the members and published in The Gospel Visitant. 
The most important of these was "On Christ's Preaching to the Spirits in 
Prison," by Rev Hosea Ballou Subsequent meetings were held on May 28, 
August 7, and November 27, 1811, and were attended by the Revs Richard 
Carrique of Charlton and Sebastian Streeter of Weare, New Hampshire, in 
addition to the founders. The last meeting was held February 26, 1g12.4 


Minutes, with record of attendance, 1811, in the diary of Rev. Edward 
Turner, first clerk of the conference, in the possession of the Universa- 
list Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of | 
Professor Alfred Storer Cole 


19 CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST HINISTERTAT, ASSOCIATION, 4 
1903-30 (defunct), Worcester. bj 


Organized at Worcester on January 6, 1903, this association was 
primarily for social purposes It met twice a year, at Worcester in the 
winter, and at Charlton in the summer. 


_No records have been found. 


1. Richard Eddy, Universalisn in America, LT ppp S480 
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20. MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 1851-59 
(merged), Boston. 


The Massachusetts Universalist Home Missionary Society was incorporated 
in 1851. After preliminary meetings for conference held by the officers of 
the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9), the Massachusetts 
Universalist Sabbath School Association (see entry 22), and Missionary 
Society, a special session of the Convention was held October 20, 1858, at 
which meeting, arrangements were made for a reorganization, merging the 
Sunday School and Missionary bodies into the Convention. The reorganiza- 
tion was effected in June 1859. 


No records have been found. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1851, ch. 168, approved May 17, 1851; authorization to trans- 
fer funds to Massachusetts Universalist Convention; Ibid., 1859, ch. 66, 
approved February 26, 1859. 


21. WOMEN'S UNIVERSALIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY Oi MASSACHUSETTS, 1886--, 
16 Beacon Street, Boston. 


When the Women's Centenary Aid Association, now known as the Associa- 
tion of Universalist Women, (see entry 3) was organized in 1869, a vice- 
president was chosen from each state. Universalist women in the Massachu- 
setts churches particivated in the work of this organization in the years 
that followed. When in 1886, it was decided to reorganize the national 
body and to establish state organizations, Massachusetts responded promptly. 
A state branch of the new Women's National Missionary Association was 
formally chartered January 8, 1886. 


Minutes of society meetings, with constitution and bylaws, 1886-1905, 
1 vol.; Minutes of board meetings, 1886-1913, 1924--, 4 vols.; the last 
two volumes are in possession and custody of Miss Ruth Drowne, 30 Capen 
Street, Medford Hillside; Register of members, local groups, 1886-1911, 2 
vols.; the foregoing records unless otherwise specified are in a small safe 
in basement of the Universalist Headquarters, 16 Beacon Street, Boston, in 
the custody of Rev. Hazel I. Kirk, president, 38 Capen Street, Medford 
Hillside; Register of life members, 1 vol.; Cash book, 1918--, 4 vols.; 
Journal, with list of apportionments to various circles, conventton pledges, 
list of members at large, 1921--, 3 vols.; Ledger, 1924--, 3 vols.; the 
above records are in the possession and custody of Mrs. Edith W. Polsey, 12 
Oakland Park, Medford; Receipts and disbursements, 1886-1918, 4 vols.; 
Petty cash book, 1913-14, 1 vol.; List of officers of state organization, 
1886-1911, 1 vol.; Year Book, with annual reports, 1886-1903, 1897-1906, 2 
vols., 1907--, 32 vols.; Newspaper clippings about state societies and local 
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circles, 1905-6, 1 vol.; these records in safe, custody of Miss Kirk. 


Record of incorporation in Secretary of State's office, Boston: 
certificate of organization, book 78, p. 449, filed December 2, 1885; 


certificate of incorporation, book 64, Dp. 2439, granted January 8, 1886. 


MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, 1837-59 
(merged), Boston. 


Roe 


The Massachusetts Sabbath School Association was created in 1857, and — 
existed until June 1859, when it merged with the Massachusetts Universalist — 
Home Missionary Society (see entry 20), to form the Massachusetts Universa- 


list Convention (see entry 9). | | . 


Circular: printed, signed by secretary of the association, directed, 
"to all Sabbath Sunday Schools," requesting full reports of the standing 
of Sunday Schools, May 24, 1852, with papers of First Universalist Society 
of Boston in the possession of the Universalist Historical Society at q 
Tufts College, Medford, and in the custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. — 


25. MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST SUNDAY SCHGOL ASSOCIATION, 1906--, 16 
Beacon Street, Boston. 


The organization of the Massachusetts Universalist Sunday School 
Association was the result of two distinct movements for such an associa- 
tion. The Universalist Sabbath School Union (see entry 24), at its annual 
meeting held in May 1905, voted to take the initiative in securing a 
representative meeting of the Universalist Sunday School workers in 
Massachusetts. That same month, at a meeting of the Essex Sunday School 
Union (see entry 26) held in Danvers, a committee was appointed to confer 
with representatives from other Sunday School associations concerning the 
formation of a state association. Consequently a joint committee was 
formed, with representatives of the Essex Union, the Boston Union, and the 
Middlesex and Worcester organizations (see entries 24, 25, 26). Thieme 
mittee met in Boston in September of that year at the close of the sessions — 
of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, (see entry 9) discussed the 
formation of a state association, and appointed a committee to consider 
the matter further. Later the new committee voted to hold a public neeting 
the following May "to secure the Opinions of all persons who might be ; 
interested." aA Ae . 


Formal organization took place on September 28, 1906, when a large 
number of delegates assembled at the Second Society of Universalists in 
the Town of Boston (see entry 66). Constitution and bylaws were adopted, 
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and the following officers elected: President, Rev. Vincent E. Tomlinson 
of Worcester; vice-president, Rev. William B. Eddy of Cambridge; secretary, 
Mr. Guy Newhall of Lynn; treasurer, Mr. Joseph L. Sweet of Attleboro. 


Its object as stated in the constitution is "to promote the welfare 
or Sunday School work in general, and of Massachusetts Sunday Schools in 
particular. It shall maintain a central bureau for the distribution of 
information and advice on all matters pertaining to the improvement of 
Sunday School work." 


A mimeographed news bulletin called the Beacon Light has been issued 
five times a year since 1936. 


Minutes of board of management, 1906-17, 1 vol., 1917-36, in folders, 
1936--, 1 loose-leaf vol., last two groups typed; Treasurer’s cash book, 
1917-22, 1 vol., both in custody of Mrs. Lawrence F. Asplind, secretary, 
86 Magoun Avenue, Medford. 


24. UNIVERSALIST SABBATH SCHOOL UNION, 1851--, 16 Beacon Street, 
Boston. 


This organization is a voluntary association of members of Universa- 
list churches for the purpose of giving help and guidance to Sabbath 
School teachers in the Boston area. It was incorporated in 1856. 


Minutes of annual meetings, 1852-1951, 80 reports, printed, located 
in box in basement of The Christian Leader, 176 Newbury Street, Boston, 
19356--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Evelyn M. Barker, secretary, 89 Magoun 
Avenue, Medford: Income and expenditures, 1920--, 1 vol., in custody of 
Mr. Frederick Redgate, treasurer, c/o Auditing Department, First National 
Bank, Boston. Bylaws of the Universalist Sabbath School Union, adopted 
974; 1919, n.d., 8 items, printed; Letters, from lecture committee to 
First Universalist Society in Boston, for use of church, 1857, 1858, 2 
items; these last records are in possession of the Universalist Historical 
Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in the custody of Professor Alfred 
Storer Cole. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 


Special Laws, 1856, ch. 7, aporoved February 6, 1856. 
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MIDDLESEX CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES, PARISHES, AND SUNDAY os 
SCHOOLS (Middlesex Sabbath School Union), 1857-1906 (defunct), 


Malden. 


20. 


In 1857 delegates from the Sunday Schools of the Universalist 
churches in Medford, Malden, Melrose, Salem, Stoneham, South Reading 
(Wakefield), and Reading met and organized the Middlesex Sabbath School 
Union. Its constitution was adopted November 1, 1857. Then ca. 1885 the 
organization expanded the scope of its work and changed its name to the 
Middlesex Conference of Churches, Parishes, and Sunday Schools. In 1906 
it participated in the organization of the Massachusetts Universalist 


Sunday School Association (see entry 23). 


Minutes, 1857-68, with constitution, list of delegates and officers, 
1 vol., in custody of Mr. Paul D. Turner, chairman of board of trustees 
of First Parish in Malden, Universalist, who lives at 38 Graystone Road, 
Malden; it is kept in a vault at the Malden Trust Company, 94 Pleasant 


Street, Maiden. 


26. ESSEX UNIVERSALIST SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, ca. 1880-1923 (defunct), 
Salem. 


This was an organization similar to the Universalist Sabbath School 
Union (see entry 24) but expressly for the churches in Essex County. It 
became defunct in 1923. 


Minutes, with treasurer's reports, 1880-1923, 2 vols., in custody of 
Board of Trustees, Universalist Church, Rust Street, Salem. 


27. MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSAL RESTORATIONISTS, 1831-41 
(defunct), Boston. : 


The Massachusetts Association of Universal Restorationists was or- 
ganized in 1831 by a small group of Universalists, who, differing from the — 
denomination theologically, withdrew because of differences on organiza- 
tional relationships. 


The theological controversy concurred the question of punishment for 
Sin, whether of this life only or also for a longer or shorter period in 
the life hereafter. The Restorationists believed that the doctrine of 
future retribution for the sins of this live ought to be "restored" as an 
article of Universalist faith. This they had stated in the "Appeal" and 
"Declaration" which were published in Phe Christian Repository for 
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December of 1822. (A fuller account of this controversy is presented in 
tue "History" pp. 22-25. 


Despite the vote of "public disapprobation" of the "Appeal" and the 
"Declaration" by the Southern Association of Universalists (see entry 10) 
passed at its meeting in Stafford, Connecticut, on June 10, 1823, the 
tareatened schism did not take place at that time. For at the subsequent 
meeting of the Southern Association of Milford on December 9, a formula 
was devised by which the Restorationists accepted "as Christian ministers 
& bretheren," such as differed from them on subjects of doctrine. Accord- 
ing to this same formula the Southern Association accepted the Restoration- 
ists in full fellowship. 


Yet 7 years later, in June of 1830, the Southern Association adopted 
a resolution which attacked the Providence Association of Universalists 
(see entry 11). This resolution recommended "Bretheren in our fellowship 
to discountenance the formation of Associations which do not recognize 
the supervision of the General Convention." The resolution continued to 
state "That all Bretheren who maintain membership with Associations not 
in fellowship with the General Convention, do thereby annul their fellow- 
ship and membership with the order." The following September the General 
Convention adopted a statement of abstract principle in support of this 
resolution. 


Because the Providence Association was composed chiefly of Restora- 
tionists, the latter saw fit to interpret these actions as an attack 
against themselves. They claimed that the Providence Association had com- 
mitted no hostile act against the Convention; that none of its members who 
belonged also to the Convention had ever refused to be governed according 
to the standing rules and discipline of the latter; that the constitution 
of the Providence Association contained nothing hostile to the rules and 
regulations of the Convention, but that one of its articles expressly de- 
clared that the Association would "hold itself in fellowship on equal 
terms with all other Universalist Associations;" and that if any of the 
members of the Association who were also in fellowship with the Convention 
were suspected of being disloyal to the latter, they were amenable under 
the laws of that body. In short, they regarded the fact that the Conven- 
tion, while appointing committees to inquire into the relations of the 
Maine and New York State Conventions to that body, omitted to make any 
investigation whatever into the constitution of the Providence Association, 
as indicating the determination of the General Convention to cut off the 
members of that Association, without even the form of trial, from member- 
ship in what was in name only the superior body, since there was -not a 
Convention or Association in its fellowship which did not claim and exer- 
Cise equal authority in all ecclesiastical-matters with the General 
Convention. 


On the first of January, 1831, appeared the first issue of The 
Independent Messenger, established and edited for 3 years by the Rev. 
Adin Ballou, and containing an exposition of the principles of 
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Restorationism. In subsequent issues the desirability of a Soper ae ah 
those holding Restorationist views from the Universalist Oe ae ie 
presented. The paper later became the official journal of the foe ion 
whose formation it had advocated, and was subsequently edited by the eve 
Paul Dean with the Revs. Charles Hudson, William Morse, Philemon R. Russell, 


and Adin Ballou as correspondents. —— 
Tt was at the conclusion of the session of the Providence Association 

of August 16, 1831, that the separation was formally made. At that time 

‘ta Convention of Restorationist Ministers and Delegates, at which were 

present Revs. Paul Dean, David Pickering, Charles Hudson, Adin Ballou, 

Lyman Maynard, Nathaniel Wright, Philemon R. Russell, and Seth Chandler, 

and several laymen," adopted a preamble which set forth their theological 

and organizational disputes with the General Convention and voted to form 

the Massachusetts Association of Universal Restorationists. 


The first annual meeting of the association was held in January of a 
1832 in Boston with the Rev. Adin Ballou as moderator and the Rev. Seth 
Chandler as secretary, At the second meeting, the Association adopted a 
constitution which was purely Congregational in form and a "Confession of 
Faith" which was identical with the "Winchester Profession" except the 
third article. The one adopted by the Restorationists read as follows: 


"We believe in a retribution after death, and in the 

necessity of faith and repentance; and that believers 
ought to be careful to maintain order and practise good a 
works, for these things are good and profitable unto men." 


At this and subsequent sessions, which were held annually until 1841, 

several ministers were accepted into fellowship: the Rev. Edwin Martin 
Stone in 1833; the Revs. William H. Fish, Edmund Capron, George W. Stacey, 
and Henry B. Brewster in 1835; the Revs. Emmons Partridge and Daniel S. 
Whitney in 1836; the Revs. W. H. Kinsley and A. T. Temple in 1837; the 

Rev. Charles Calaca in 1838; and the Revs. Norwood Damon and B. W. Johnson 
in 1859. In addition to these ministers who formally became members of. the 
Association, there were a number of openly avowed sympathizers: namely the © 
Revs. George Bradburn, Stephen Cutler, David R. Lamson, William Morse, dl 
Daniel Parker, Isaac A. Pitman, Edward Palmer, James H. Sayward, Alanson 

St.. Clair, and William Whitaker... 


While there were 31 ministers who supported the Association, whose 
membership was confined almost exclusively to Massachusetts and Rhode 4 
Island, this number by no means included all who believed in the principles © 
of Restorationism. In fact, although there was a vigorous debate between _ 
the Revs. Adin Ballou and Thomas Whittemore for a few years, the last re .am 
corded attack on Restorationisn occurred in 1834, and by 1841 the tide ned 
turned so strongly in favor of the principles for which the Restorationists 
had contended that there was no point in maintaining the association. At 


2 
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the tenth annual meeting, in 1841, the organization was suspended and 
never revived.+ 


28, PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN MINISTRY, ca. 1839 - ca. 1860 (defunct), 
Hopedale. 


The Practical Christian Ministry was probably organized in 1839, at 
the time of the publication of the Standard of Practical Christianity. 
The ministers who signed that document were the Revs. Adin Ballou, William 
H. Fish, David R. Lamson, George W. Stacey, and Daniel S. Whitney .° Since 
the Rev. Adin Ballou states that the Practical Christian Ministry was com- 
posed "of our properly constituted vreachers and lecturers," it is assumed 
that they were the founders of the organization. All of the above named 
were Restorationists who apparently met together at the quarterly confer- 
ences of the Massachusetts Association of Universalist Restorationists, 
(see entry 27). After the demise of that association in 1841, they con- 
tinued to meet as members of the Hopedale Community. Rev. Mr. Ballou re- 
counts the withdrawal of Rev. Mr. Lamson in 1842, of Rev. Mr. Stacey in 
1845, and of Rev. Mr. Whitney in 1850. Rev. John Dale, who died in 1841, 
and Mr. Oliver Johnson, editor of the Christian Soldier, 1831-33, who 
joined in 1840, were members but for a short time. Thus with the exception 
of Rev. William S. Heyward, who was ordained in 1849 and entered the 
Unitarian fellowship in 1863, the only person beside the Rev. Mr. Ballou, 
to endure faithful to the end, was the Rev. Mr. Fish. It is probable that 
the organization faded out of existence after the failure of the Hopedale 
Community in 1856, or it may have lingered until the discontinuance of the 
Practical Christian in 1860.° 


29. BETHANY UNION FOR YOUNG WOMEN, (Bethany Home for Young Women), 
1889--, 14-18 Worcester Street, Boston. 


The Bethany Union for Young Women was incorporated on May 9, 1889, 
as the Bethany Home for Young Women. This organization was conceived and 
brought into being through the leadership of Mr. John D. W. Joy, at a meet- 
ing held on May 2. Mr. Joy's plan of establishing a residence for young 
women who were without homes and temporarily in ill health, received the 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, II, pp. 282-92, 311, 315-16, 327-351, 
333-34, 336-39. en OY 

2, Adin Ballou, et. al., Standard of Practical Christianity, Explana- 
tory Declaration, Resolutions, etc., p. 1d. 

3. William S. Heyward, Autobiography of Adin Ballou, pp. 314-15, 
324-25, 328, 330, 333-35, 348, 362, 365, 375, 381-82, 402, 422-25, 438. 
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endorsement and support of 49 other prominent Universalist ministers and 
laymen, and the incorporation of the Home took place a week later. Hr. 
Joy was made president of the newly formed corporation, a position which 


he held until 1898. 


A house at 14 Worcester Street in the South End, Boston, was purchased, 
which was furnished by gifts from individuals and from church groups. Thed 
house was formally opened on November 19, 1890. 


Bethany Sisters’ Circles were formed in the different churches, in 
order to aid in the support of regular maintenance of the house. The 
Circles consisted of groups of 10 women, each of whom was responsible 
for securing 9 other subscribers, who would contribute © cents a month 
toward the support of the Bethany Home. By the end of 1892, there were — 
over 100 Circles organized, with practically every Universalist pi in a 
Massachusetts represented. # 


In 1898, the charter was amended, the name of the organization veing | 
changed to the Bethany Union for Young Women and the basis of admission — ; 
altered. Originally, the residence had served as a convalescent home for a 
young women between the ages of 20 and 40. Twenty dollars had been re- . 
quired as an admission fee, and the young women were cared for until re- ~ 
stored to health. Under the new charter, the residence was no longer to 
serve as a convalescent home, but was to provide a home for young women ~~ 
temporarily unable to earn eee full support: 


Bethany Union grew, and in a few years more room was needed. The 
adjoining house at 16 Worcester Street was leased in 1899, and opened May 
9 of that year, on the tenth anniversary of the incorporation of the organ- 
ization. In 1902, this house wes purchased, and by the fall of 1908, a ~ 
third house, hepatee at 18 Worcester Street, was leased, this house being 
purchased 2 years later, in 1910. 


Bethany Union continued to forge ahead, and during the year 1922 it © 
became necessary to turn away more than 300 applicants. In1924, plans 
for expansion and for a change of location were discussed by the Massachuset 
Universalist Convention (see entry 9), but these plans did not materialize. 

a 

Bethany Union has provided a home for Protestants, Catholics and Jews, 
who have come from every state in the Union, and from Cuaten Japan, 3g 
Czechoslovakia, Scotland and Switzerland. 


See: Dorothy DeGraff Lalone, "Fifty Years of Bethany Union," in The a 
Christian Leader, April 13 and 20, 1940; William H. McGlauflin, What the ; 


Universalist Church is Doing, 1907 to 1909, p. 52, for picture of head- . 
quarters. a 


Records have not been made available. 
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Record of incorporation on file at the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 82, p. 543, filed May 9, 1889; 
certificate of incorporation, book 66, p. 3657, granted May 9, 1889; change 
of name to Bethany Union for Young Women, book 97, p. 122, granted June 10, 
1898. 


30. DOOLITTLE HOME FOR AGED PERSONS, INC., 1915--, 4 Bird Street, 
Foxborough. 


The Doolittle Home for Aged Persons, Inc., was founded by the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) in 1915 to provide 
and develop a home for aged persons, particular preference being given to 
those of the Universalist faith, and is administered by a board of 
trustees representing the Convention. This institution had its inception 
in a bequest made by Miss Sarah B. Doolittle to the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention of her residence in Foxborough. Later, due in 
large part to the efforts of Rev. Eugene Landon Conklin, money for the 
enlargement of the residence was raised, and an endowment fund created. 
The residence was enlarged in 1931. The exterior of the Home is a fine 
example of colonial architecture. The building has a sun-porch, living 
room, dining room, individual rooms for the residents, and an office. In 
1939, this institution provided a home for 3 men and 18 women. There is 
an admission fee of $750. 


Minutes of trustees, with treasurer's reports, 1915--, 3 vols., in 
custody of Miss Katharine ©. Bourne, clerk and assistant treasurer, 69 
South Street, Foxborough; Treasurer's records are in custody of Mr. Ralph 
F. Perry, First National Bank, Attleboro; Register: residents, 1916--, 
visitors, 1927--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. Mary A. Reamy, matron, 4 
Bird Street, Foxborough; Doolittle Universalist Home for Aged Persons, with 
list of officers and trustees, terms of admission, form of agreement, and 
rules and regulations, and picture of Home, 12 pp. in custody of Mrs. 

Mary A. Reamy. 
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FIRSH PARISH IN MALDEN, UNIVERSALIST (North Parish in Malden 


oi. 
1648--, Pleasant and Elm Streets, Malden. 


~The’ First ee en became Universalist in 1828, was organized 
in 1648, the result of a decision by residents that the journey from 


Malden to Charlestown ie religious services was too great. 


Having organized without the approval of the magistrates, as provided — 
for by act of the General Court in 1636, the Malden group had difficulty 
in securing a pastor. Mr. William Sargent, a lay preacher, conducted the 
first meetings and Harvard College students afterwards officiated. Nine 
invitations to candidates were extended in 1 year. Finally. in 1650, Rev. — 
Marmaduke Matthews, a graduate of Oxford in 1625, began a 2-year pastor- 
ate. 


Shortly after his installation. the minister was summoned before the 
General Court which had found his teachings "unsafe" and “offensive." He 
was finad B10 and the church was fined L50. The pastor's fine, however, 
was: later remitted and L10 of the church fine returned. At the conclusion 
of his pastorate, the Rev. Mr. Matthews returned to England to become 
vicar of St. John's Church in his native town of Swanzey. 


The first meetinghouse was erected in 1649 at Bell Rock, about a 
third of a mile south of the present City Hall on Main Street. A parson« 
age was supplied by the town on October 22, 1651, at 145 Main Street. 
In 1660 the meetinghouse was replaced by a new edifice, erected in approx- — 
imately the same location. A few of the wealthier and more notable persons 
in the community were sometimes, by special vote of the town, permitted 
to build for themselves, at their own cost, square pews separated from the 
common seats. The parsonage was burned Ruiter ol, 1724 and a new one was 
erected on the same site. This was used until 1837 when it was sold. 
The meetinghouse was enlarged in 1702 and used until 1727 when it was 
voted to erect a new one. 


Dissension arose between the people of the north and south sections 
of the town as to location and the contest raged until the General Court 
ruled in favor of the northern location. The frame of the new building 
was raised August 28, 1729, on land given by William Sprague at what is 
now 520 Main Street. The building was finished in 1730 and the people 
worshipped here until 1803 when a brick church was built on the same site 
and dedicated January 19, 1803. It was demolished in 1911. 


On March 25, 1792, the South Church (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) and the First Parish Church of 
Malden incorporated as one body. Rev. Eliakin Willis of the South Church 
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became pastor of the new organization which retained the name of First 
Parish Church of Malden. The Rev. Mr. Willis introduced a change of 
doctrine which was followed by his successor, Rev. Aaron Greene. The 
latter assumed the pastorate on the death of the Rev. Mr. Willis in 1801, 
and served until August 8. 1827. 


By this time Universalism had grown to such an extent that a con- 
treversy arose among the church members. An interesting account of this 
controversy is found in the memoirs of Sylvanus Cobb: "Having received 
an invitation from the Committee of the First Parish in Malden, Mass., to 
preach a few Sundays in their Parish Meetinghouse, I accepted and was appointed 
to preach in that place on the first, second and third Sundays in August. 
But I did not preach in the First Parish Meetinghouse. The story is this: 
Rev. Aaron Greene, who had been the minister of that Parish thirty-six 
years, had resigned the Pastorate, and the Parish, at a meeting called for 
the election of a Supplying Committee, elected upon that Committee a 
majority of Universalists. It was by the ruling of the majority that I 
was invited by the chairman to supply as above noted. This was the 
"Territorial Parish,’ as the First Parish in each town was denominated 
under the Parochial Laws of Massachusetts in her colonial and early State 
capacity. And as all the citizens of a town had been regarded as members 
of the Territorial Parish, who had not contracted membership in a ‘Voluntary’ 
or 'Poll Parish,' it was supposed that the members of the Poll Parishes, 
by withdrawing from such Parishes, fell back of course into the Territorial 
Parish as members. Under this view of the matter, andther meeting was 
called of the Firsh Parish for the purpose of adding to their Supply Com- 
mittee: and a sufficient number of members went through some form of with- 
drawal from the Baptist and Methodist societies, and voted at this second 
meeting of the First Society, to make a majority against the Universalists, 
and the action of the Gommittee was countermanded, and the old church was 
not accessible to me. Our meetings were held in a large school house hai." 
This occurred in August, 1827. 


In 1828 at the annual parish meeting considerable electioneering was 
done by both sides with the result that the Universalists won by a majority 
of 30. Rev. Sylvanus Cobb was engaged as pastor on March 20, 1828. 

The minority then withdrew from the church and organized a new society. 
They kept possession of the records and later, in 1833, built a church on 
Eastern Avenue, corner of Main Street, called the First Congregational 
Church of Malden (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives 

in Massachusetts). A reorganization was effected by the Universalists, 
after the withdrawal of the minority group, on May 22, 1838. 


. 1. Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., Autobiography of the First Forty-one Years 
of the Life of Sylvanus Cobb, D. D., pp. 185-87. 
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The Universalist group continued as the First Parish, with no further 
disagreements among its members. On December = 1894, the parish was in- 
corporated as the First Parish in Malden, Universalist. in 1899, a mission 
was established in the Maplewood section of the town, which in 1902 be- 
came the Second Universalist Parish in Malden (see entry #273) and in 
1922 dissolved with the members returning to the mother church. The present 
church, at Pleasant and Elm Streets, was completed in May 1909. } 


See: Centennial Anniversary of the Firsh Parish Universalist church, 
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1828, December 9, 1837, August 16, 1834. 


Unless otherwise stated, the following records are in a vault at the 
Malden Trust Company, 94 Pleasant Street, and in custody of Mr. Paul D. 
Turner, chairman, boerd of trustees, 38 Greystone Road, Malden. All rec- 
ords kept in the church office are in custody of Mrs. Raymond M. Robinson, 
church secretary: Minutes of parish and church, 1739-88, 1824-1917, 9 
vols., 1 volume, 1888-1903, kept in church office; Minutes of trustees, 
with treasurer's reports, 1897-99, 1907-38, 6 vols., 5 later volumes kept 
in trustees’ room at church, and in custody of Mr. Paul D. Turner; Minutes 
of Men's Club, with treasurer's reports, 1916-31, 1 vol., kept in church 
office; Minutes of Ladies' Social Circle, with constitution and members, 
1897-1928, 3 vols., kept in church office; Minutes of King's Daughters, 
with constitution and bylaws, 1894-1932, 6 vols., and 1 envelope, kept in 
church office; Minutes of Women's Union, 1931--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. 
Colin H. Dennis, secretary. 144 Salem Street, Malden; Minutes of Young 
People's Christian Union, 1920-30, 2 vols., kept in church office; Minutes 
of Dramatic Club, with constitution and bylaws. 1926-29, 1 vol., kept in 
church office; Minutes of Universalist Associates, with members and bylaws, 
1924-34, 1 vol., kept in church office: Sunday School attendance records, 
including clippings from calendars, 1897-1905. 1908-22. 7 vols., kept in 
church office: Register: christenings, 1896--, marriages, 1928--, members, 
1853--, guest book, 1910-33, 4 vols., kept in church office: Reports of 
treasurer, 1874-96,.1 package: Pew accounts, 1844-54, and appraisal, 1853, 
2 vols: Receipts and expenditures of Men's Club, 1904-15, 1 vol., kept in 
church office: Receipts and expenditures of Ladies Social Circle, 1897-31, 
and of Women's Union, 1931--, 4 vols., early volumes kept in church office, 
2 current volumes in custody of Mrs. J. Russell Bowman, treasurer, 65 
Beitran Street, Malden: Receipts and expenditures of King's Daughters, 1894- 
1908. 2 vols., kept in church office: Receipts and expenditures of Young 
Peoplé's Christian Union, 1920-30, 1 vol.. kept in church offices: Certifi- 
cates of membership. dismissals, warrants, and business papers, 1824-56, 10 
bundles, kept in trustees' room at church, in custody of Mr. Paul D. Turner; 
Our Messenger, 1896-1908, 4 vols., calendars, 1928--, 5 vols., in study of 
Rev. C. Douglas Frazier, 12 Spring Street, Malden. 7 
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Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Land on Main Street, purchase, transfer, certifica- 
Boon of title and sale, vol. 28, p. 275, recorded August 28, 1729; vol. 2352 
p. 581, recorded April 2, 1895; Land Court, number 1098, vol. 6, p. 361, 
recorded September 7, 1905; vol. 14, p. 165, recorded July 24, 1908; ex- 
change of lots adjacent, (a) sale, purchase and two quitclaims, vol. 576, 

_ p. 170, recorded December 15, 1849; vol. 576, p. 288, recorded January’ 29, 
1850; vol. 576, p. 169, recorded December 15, 1849; vol. 576, p. 287, re- 
corded January 29, 1850; (b) sale, purchase and two quitclaims, vol. 618, 
pe S92, recorded October 14, 1851; vol. 618, p.. 30, recorded October 14, 1851; 
MamenoL/l, p. 417, recorded July 14, 1905; vol. 3174, p. 152, recorded 

July 14, 1905; land at Elm and Pleasant Streets, two transfers, mortgage 
Searaischarge, vol. 3245, p. 72, recorded July 21, 1906; vol. 3287; p. 318, 
mecorded March 11; 1907; vol. 3417, p. 323, recorded January 7, 1919; vol. 
$417, p. 325, recorded May 4, 1917; adjacent lots, transfer, mortgage, dis- 
charge and partial sale, vol. 4207, p. 309, recorded July 2, 1918; vol. 
m@o0/, p. 510, recorded July 2, 1918; vol. 4572, p. 289, recorded November 28, 
1922; vol. 5493, p. 383, recorded August 29, 1930; parsonage land: lots, | 
sale, mortgage, discharge and quitclaim, vol. 463, p. 427, recorded June 18, 
1845; vol. 464, p. 154, recorded May 20, 1845; vol. 464, p. 154, recorded 
fey to, 13045 vol. 5427, p. 76, recorded March 11, 1909: meadow land, 
Purchase, sale and quitclaim, vol. 88, p. 210, recorded February 14, 1785; 
Vol. 5427, p. 75, recorded March 11, 1909; land on Cedar Street, bequest 
and sale, Probate Court, vol. 1067, p. 47, allowed December 8, 1926; vol. 
S225, p. 315, recorded April 30, 1928; mortgage, discharge and assignment, 
wew4o0,) p.. 459, recorded June 19, 1845; vol. 463, p. 439, recorded 
February 25, 1850; vol. 504 p. 231, recorded March 25, 1847; woodlands in 
Reading, (a) purchase, vol. 88, p. 209, recorded February 14, 1785; (b) 
Sale, vol. 92, p. 289, recorded February 27, 1786. 


’ 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation of Trustees of Minis- 
terial Funds of the Congregational Society, Massachusetts Special Laws, 
1807, ch. 45, approved June 20, 1807; amended, Ibid., 1827, ch. 95, ap- 
proved March 4, 1828; authorization to sell parsonage, Ibid., 1845, ch. 122, 
approved March 14, 1845. 


Record of incorporation on file in the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 108, p. 363; certificate of in- 
corporation, book 109, p. 6093, granted December 5, 1894. 


Record of Supreme Court cases: 25 Mass. Reports, 47, Unah Oakes vs. 
Charles Hill, 1829; 27 Mass. Reports, 33, Unah Oakes vs. Charles Hill, 
1830; 27 Mass. Reports, 500, Aaron Greene vs. the First Parish in Malden, 
1830; 31 Mass. Reports, 442, Unah Oakes vs. Charles Hill, 1833. 


29 HE THIRD UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN GLOUCESTER (West Gloucester 
Universalist Church; Second Parish), 1712-1937 (defunct), 
368 Essex Avenue, (West) Gloucester. 


The Second or West Parish of Gloucester, which became Universalist 
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in 1830, was incorporated June 16, 1716. Residents of the town from the sg 
westerly side of the Annisguqm River, compelled to travel from 3 to 5 miles 
in order to attend public worship, petitioned the town, in March 1710, for 
land on which to erect a meetinghouse. The petition was denied, but recom-_— 
mendation was made that the selectmen, "in engaging a schoolmaster for the 
people of that section of the town, should endeavor to procure a man, who, 
in the judgment of their reverend pastor, was suitably qualified to preach 
to them on the Lord's Day, for about three or four months in the winter 
SeZson. , The town voted to pay the schoolmaster out of the town treas- 


ury, and to continue the arrangement three years."1 


A contract was made with Mr. Samuel Tompson in December 1712. At the 
termination of this arrangement, the people petitioned again, in March 
1716, "to be set off as a separate precinct." The town granted the request, | 
and the parish was incorporated on June 12, 1716. 


Mr. Tompson, a son of Rev. Edward Tompson of Marshfield, had graduated 
from Harvard College in 1710. He served 3 years and then received a umen- 
imous call to settle with them at a salary of 60 pounds a year "so long as 
he could live comfortably by it." The invitation was accepted, and his 
ordination took place on November 28, of that year. 


A mMeetinghouse had been erected in 1713 near Bray and Thompson Streets, 
"old" Meetinghouse Hill. The floor and gallery were filled with long seats, 
but those on the floor soon made way for pews. The first privilege to build — 
a pew was sold, for 20 shillings. to Benjamin Haskell, jun., Mark Haskell, 
and William Haskell, 3d, who were to have the two back seats going in at 
the west door at the left hand of the meetinghouse, "to build a pew for them 
and their wives, and to be seated nowhere else. This sale gave dissatisfdc- 
tion to some; as it appears. by the record, that the parish was called upon, 
and agreed 'to stand by the committee' who sold the privilege." 


Rev. Daniel Fuller became the third pastor of the church in 1770, occupy- 
ing the pulpit for 53 years. Changes in religious beliefs were taking place, 
and, after the Rev. Mr. Fuller's death in 1829, an article was inserted in 
the warrant calling for the next annual meeting of the parish,-- "To know of 
what denomination the Parish will be most united." At this meeting, held on 
March 23, 1830, the vote was three to one in favor of Universalist affilia- 
tion. The records indicate that nine were in favor of the Universalist 
denomination, three against, and a number refrained from voting. 


Shortly after, the parish granted each person assessed "the privilege 
of having his own money appropriated to support ministers of his own Denomi- 
nation." As a result of this vote, ministers of various denominations 
preached in the church, but the greater numbers of them were Universalists. 


1. John J. Babson, History of the Town of Gloucester, Cape Ann, 
Including the Town of Rockport, p. 265. 
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Although the number voting against Universalist affiliation had been small, 
there was still doctrinal difference, and soon the members of the church 
adhering to the old doctrines withdrew and established a new church, the 
West Gloucester Trinitarian Congregational Church, (see forthcoming Inven- 
tory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) which was dedicated on 
January 1, 1834. 


The Universalists continued holding services in the old meetinghouse 
until 1846, when the building was razed. Some of the timbers of the mect- 
inghouse were used in the construction of Liberty Hall, located at 440 
Essex Avenue.. Occasional services were held here by the Universalists 
for a number of years, and the society was reorganized in 1867. In 1874, 
Rev. Elmer Frederick Pember began conducting regular services there. 


In 1876, a new building was erected at 368 Essex Avenue. Dedication 
services were held March 8, 1876. The church continued to hold services 
in this building until it became defunct in 1937. 


A set of four volumes, The Family Exposition or a Paraphrase and Version 
of the New Testament, which belonged to Rev. Daniel Fuller, has been pre- 
served and is located in the Sawyer Free Library, Middle Street, Gloucester. 
The first three of these volumes bear the Rev. Mr. Fuller's autograph. 


Minutes of parish and church, 1807-53, with accounts of assessors and 
collector, warrants for parish meetings (copies) and reports of clerk, 
notices of withdrawals, 1847, chronicles of church events, and oaths taken 
by assessors and clerk, n.d., 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Norman Garland; 

Atlantic Road, West Gloucester; Minutes of assessors and of committees, 
1812-37, with list of church members, tax-abatement accounts, accounts of 
expenditures and orders for payment, 1812-37, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. 
Norman Garland; Minutes of trustees, 1867-1937, with list of members and 
articles of faith, n.d., 3 vols., in custody of Miss Alice Proctor, former 
clerk, 423 Essex Avenue, West Gloucester; Register: births, baptisms, 
marriages, and deaths, 1703-1835, (copied in 1891-93), 2 vols., in custody 
of city clerk and kept in current-records vault, City Hall, Gloucester; 
Pledges and amounts received, 1841-42, 1 vol., kept with Gloucester records 
at Essex Institute, Salem, in vault on second floor; Warrant for parish 
meeting, 1787, in custody of Mrs. Norman Garland; Scrapbook: List of donors 
to building fund, 1875, newspaper clippings, programs of Second Church 
dedications, 1716, 1876, letters, 1875-96, photographs of pastors, dedica- 
tion sermon, March 8, 1876, autographed cards of church attendants, 280, 
receipts for organ, 1904, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Norman Garland, dated 
1769. 


See: Cape Ann Weekly Advertiser, March 3 and 10, 1876; Gloucester 
Telegraph, March 15, 1876. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of Deeds, 
Salem: Liberty Hall on Essex Avenue, purchase of building, purchase of 
land and sale of both, vol. 418, p. 192, recorded October 24, 1849; vol. 
2188, p. 17, recorded December, 1912; vol. 3999. p, 584; recorded July 10.1940; 
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land on Essex Avenue, purchase, mortgage and discharge (sale to City of 
Gloucester pending), vol. 930, p. 149, recorded June 22, 1875; vol. 949, 
p. 57, recorded March 3, 1876, discharge on margin, recorded January 1, 
1883; personage land, sale in two parts, yolk. 3775. D. 205) ,ecoruas 
February 8, 1847; vol. 399, p. 133, recorded June 22, 1848; woodlots in q 
Gloucester, (a) purchase and sale, vol. 129, p. 90, recorded December 10, 
1770: vol. 371, p. 104, recorded September 3, 1846; (b) vol. 203 p. 286, 


recorded October 10, 1814. 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Establishment of West Parish, 
Province Resolves 1716-17, ch. 32, approyed June 16, 1716. 


%3, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY (Second Parish of Lynn; Church of Christ 
in Lynnfield; First Congregational Society of Lynnfield) 
1712-ca. 1900, Lynnfield Common, opposite 618 Main Street, 
Lynnfield. 


Lynn End (Lynnfield) was granted to Lynn in 1639. By 1712 the resi- 
dents, who were members of the First Parish in Lynn (see forthcoming 
inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) were anxious to 
have a church of their own. In 1715 they erected a meetinghouse on the 
Lynnfield Common which is still standing and now houses the Lynnfield Fire 
Department. In the same year they became a precinct and the Second Parish 
of Lynn although all the conditions of separation were not fulfilled until 
5 years later. 


Rev. Nathaniel Sparhawk, a graduate of Harvard College in 1715, was 
ordained August 17, 1720 and served until 1731. It was voted on October 
20, 1731 to procure a convenient house and barn to be used as a parsonage. 
The property, then known as the "Charlestown Farm" was purchased for the 
purpose and undoubtedly housed Revs. Stephen Chase and Benjamin Adams who : 
succeeded the Rev. Mr. Sparhawk. On April 2, 1816, during the ministry of © 


OEE RES | SED 


by his granddaughter. In 1895 the parsonage site was referred to as the 
one "where the lete Judge Nash's residence now is." 


the resignation of Rev. Joseph Searle, September 27, 18357 Lefu tae 
church without a pastor. During the period from 1827 to 1832 the society 
divided into Orthodox and Unitarian factions. The Unitarian group offered ~ 
the Orthodox party joint occupancy of the church with provision that they — 
could have all the Evangelical preaching they were able to pay for and that 


‘they, the Unitarians, would attend the Evangelical preaching as well as 
their own. 
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This arrangement, evidently, was not satisfactory because in 1832 the 
Orthodox Evangelical Society of Lynnfield was organized by 18 persons who 
withdrew from the church. To dispose of part of the property, arbitration 
was necessary. 


The arbitrators decided that: "The stove and communion plate, formerly 
owned by the First Congregational Society in Lynnfield still belongs to 
said society . . . said trustee shall pay to said First Congregational 
Society the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars, part of the fund 
held by said trustees .. . that the residue of said trust moneys subscribed 
in 1818 belongs and shail be paid to said Orthodox Evangelical Society 
for its use."1l 


The Unitarians made efforts to establish Unitarian preaching, but 
were unable to settle a minister. The church was partially supplied until 
about 1838-39. Probably only occasional services were held in the follow- 
ing 10 years and during this time most of the members attended services at 
the Orthodox Evangelical church which had been built across the street. 


In 1849 the Universalist Home Missionary Society (see entry 20) sent 
preachers to Lynnfield and the society became Universalist. Revs. George 
H. Emerson and Carlos Marston were among these who supplied until the 
ordination of Rev. Luther Walcott in 1854. He was dismissed in 1855 and 
Ebenezer Parsons, a lay preacher, served from 1856 to 1864. Services were 
then suspended for a year. From 1879 to 1900 only occasional services 
were held. The church became defunct and the property reverted to the 
town in 1900. 


Minutes, with membership lists, admissions, dismissions, baptisms, 
marriages, deaths, receipts and expenditures, 17355-1824, with a loose 
paper found by Eben. Parsons and attached to the 14th page, which was 
previously blank, containing a record of the marriage of Nathanell and 
Mary Goodwin, Sept. 1, 1701 and a record of the births of their three 
sons and two daughters during 1704-14, 1 vol., printed transcripts 
available at Essex Institute, 132-34 Essex Street, Salem, State House 
Library, Boston, New England Historical Genealogical Society, 9 Ashburton 
Plece, Boston. 


ers eR cece! 6 eee 
ces 


(Salem, Salem Press 1898) 76 pp., a copy of pp. 6-61 of the original ms. 
containing records for 1733-1824. (The first five pages of the original 
ms. were copied and sent to the Essex Institute ce. 185 “ : 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: First parsonage lot on Main Street, sare, vol. 1875. Dp. 7298, 
recorded October 17, 1809; later parsonage lot, gale; vol; 4515" p..-275, 
recorded October 15, 1851. 


A 
1. Thomas B. Wellman, History of the Town of Lynnfield, Massachusetts, 
meted. 


140 


[ 33-34 | Churches in Massachusetts 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Incorporation of the Proprietors 
of the Meetinghouse of the Second Congregational Society in Lynn. -, 
Massachusetts Special Laws, 1823, ch. 30, approved June 14, 1825 authoo ame 
zation of First Congregational Society in Lynnfield.to see real astate. 
Iibid., 1851, ch. 187, approved May 20, 1851. 


34, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF NORTH READING, (Second Parish 
in Reading; First Parish of North Reading), 1715-1931 (defunct) , 
Reading Sauare, North Reading. J 


This church originated as part of the Established Order in the north 
precinct of Reading. The first meetinghouse was started in 17135 but was 
not completed until about 1717. + was a crude building, iocated on the 
Common near the present site of the Town Hall. On June 29, 1720, the 
first settled pastor, Rev. Daniel Putnam, graduate of Harvard College in 
1717, was ordained, serving the society until his death in 1759. . The 
parish voted in 1741 to build a new meetinghouse on land given for the 
purpose, but this vote was never carried out. In 1748, the original .- 
meetinghouse was repaired. A decision to enlarge the house was not acted 
upon. Finally on October 28, 1751, it was again voted to, buiid a new _ 
house. This was at last done, being finished about 1754. Aithough larger 
than its predecessor, this building was a plain, barn-like structure witha® 
no belfry or steeple. By 1823, there was again talk for a new meetinghouses 
It was voted in 1827 and completed in 1829. This is the present church 
building. 


This parish church had united residents of ail religious beliefs. 
By 1827, the Trinitarian opposition to the new "liberalism" had sharply — 
divided the group, but the desire to hear anti-Calvinistic as well as 
Orthodox preaching was constantly refused. In 1832, a division of the 
Sundays, 30 to the Orthodox and 20 to the "liberals", was made. The next 
year, an even division was made. The Orthodox became less and less 
satisfied and finally withdrew, organizing their owa church, the Union. 
Congregational Church of North Reading (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Congregational Archives in Massachusetts). Other denominational groups 
followed suit, and the Universalists were left in full control and posses- 
sion of the original church. The building was remodeled so that the — 
lower story could be used as a town hall, and the upper for worship 
services. Services were suspended about 1880, but the Society continued 
in existence down to 1931. In 1931 all Tayereat in the land and build- 
ings was transferred to pea Town of North Reading. 


See: Will Everett Eaton, compiler, Proceedings of the 200th 
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publishers, 1896), pp. 181 and 245 for AS aie of the church; Trumpet 
and Universalist Magazine, September 3, 1842. 


141 
Churches in Massachusetts (34-35) | 


Minutes, and financial records, with constitution and bylaws, and 
Reports of Committees, 1713-1931, 4 vols., first three books in possession 
and custody of Mr. Edward Danon Parker, Chestnut Street, North Reading, 
fast volume in possession and custody of Mrs. Cora Abbott. Park and 
Washington Streets, North Reading. 


Property recordings in Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church grants use of lower part of meetinghouse to 
the town in return for fulfillment of agreement in written memorandum 
December 15, 1856, by which the town agreed to remodel, alter and keep the 
meetinghouse in repair, vol. 743, p. 494, recorded June 16, 1856; Church 
conveys property to the town reserving the meetinghouse, vol. 782, p. 574, 
recorded October 29, 1857; vote and conveyance of land and building to the 
town with release of all conditions, vol. 5614, p. 563, recorded December 
eel. 


25. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF MIDDLETON (First Parish of 
Middieton), 1728-1940 (defunct), Boston Street, Middleton. 


When Middleton was established as a town the inhabitant were attend- 
ing religious services in the neighboring towns of Boxford, Topsfield, and 
Salem Village. In 1726 the erection of a meetinghouse was begun and was 
completed in July 1728, after the town was established. Rev. Andrew Peters, 
a graduate of Harvard, was chosen to be the first settled pastor, remain- 
ing until 1756. In 1831, a call was given Rev. Forrest Jefferds. The 
parish however, after several meetings ending in tie votes, failed to concur 
The previous pastor had preached a liberal interpretation of religion, and 
now the parish objected to a return to evangelical preaching. 


The orthodox church members withdrew to form the Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Society (< see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in 
Massachusetts) , and settled the Rev. Mr. Jefferds. The parish continued 
with very infrequent meetings. Sometimes later it voted to be known as the 
First Universalist Society. The old meetinghouse was sold and later de 
stroyed. For some years there is no evidence of what happened to this 
Universalist group. There was probably a revival about 1881 when it first 
appears in the Directory. Land on Boston Street was acquired in 1883 and 
a new meetinghouse erected. 


By 1907, only occasional services were being held. In 1908, it sold 
its property on Boston Street, and with the money established a fund for 
religious purposes. In 1920, the legislature authorized the surviving 
officers to elect a new treasurer. In May 1940, the Massachusetts Univer- 
salist Convention (see entry 9) received permission from the legislature 
to take charge of a sum of money, deposited in the Warren Five Cents Savings 
Bank, Salem, in the name of Ladies' Aid Society. 
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See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 65 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, October 12, 1849, July 21, 1849. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 130 cites records 1829-85, but no records 
have been found. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Land on Salem Street, sale to Evangelical Society. of 
Middleton, vol. 624, p. 210, recorded June 10, 1861; land on Boston Street, 
purchase, vol. 112, p. 243, recorded August 1, 1885; additional land on 
Boston Street, purchase on sale, vol. 1112, p. 244, recorded August 1, 
1883; vol. 1930, p. 447, recorded July 28, 1908. 


Record of Legislative Enactment: Authorization to sell property, 
Massachusetts Special Laws, 1908, ch. 346, approved April 3, 1908; con- 
firmation of election, Ibid., 1908, ch. 346, approved April 3, 1908; 
authorizing surviving officers to elect treasurer, Ibid. , 1920, chvjore 
approved February 25, 1920. 


36. THIRD (Annisquam) PARISH IN GLOUCESTER (Annisquam Universalist 
Church), 1728--, 836 Washington Street, (Annisquam) Gloucester. 


The Third Parish in Gloucester, known as the Annisquam Universalist 
Church, became Universalist nearly a century after the establishment of 
the church. This transition took place gradually, and when, in 1811, Rev. 
Ezra Leonard became an avowed Universalist, the congregation merely voted 
that he continue to preach as usual until the next annual meeting. There 
seems to have been no controversy concerning the new beliefs, no split 
occurred in the church, and the Rev. Mr. Leonard continued in his pastorate © 
until his death in 1832. 


It may be said that the church had its inception in 1726 when 40 of 
the free-holders residing in the section of Gloucester known as Annisquam 
petitioned the town to be set off as a separate parish. A similar peti- 
tion was presented to the General Court in 1728. Authorities generally 
accept 1728 as the date when Annisquam was set off as the third parish in 
Gloucester. The records of the Third Parish, however, contain a quotation 
from the records of the First Parish, dated April 13, 1726, which refers 
to a vote in which the Annisgquam parish, with "not one vote against it," 
is given certain exemptions, seemingly indicating a separate existence 
at that time. 


The first meetinghouse was erected by eight proprietors, at the head 
of Lobster Cove, the section bounded today by Leonard and Washington Streets 
and Lane Road. The building was completed by June 22, 1728, and the pro- 
prietors reimbursed themselves for their expenditure of £65, 14s., by the 
Sale of pews. The parish held its first meeting in the new house on 
July 8, electing officers upon that occasion, and on July 15, voted to 
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call Mr. Benjamin Bradstreet as minister at a salary of L125 for the 
first year, L130 for the second and L135 yearly thereafter. 


The Rev. Mr. Bradstreet, who had graduated from Harvard College in 
1725, was ordained on September 18, 1728. The ordination must have been 
an eventful occasion, for the records indicate that an expenditure was 
required of 14s. for the repair of seats and 8s. for mending glass broken 
upon this occasion. At the beginning of the Rev. Mr. Bradstreet's 5th 
year, his salary was increased by adding L10 of "passable money" for 
Summer lectures, and later it was again increased by payments for taking 
care of the parsonage and the parsonage fence. The Rev. Mr. Bradstreet 


served the parish until his death May 2, 1762. 


After his death, 4 years intervened before the society called its 
second pastor, Mr. John Wyeth, who came to a divided parish. The 2 years 
of his ministry in Gloucester were made memorable by the firing of musket 
bails into his house, thewhitewashing of his horse and other similar acts, 
until the Rev. Mr. Wyeth withdrew, and brought suit against the parish, 
which was obliged to borrow money in order to settle the case. 


Another period of occasional preaching followed the Rev. Mr. Wyeth's 
stormy pastorate, until the parish came to "a day of humiliation, fasting 
and prayer for the forgiveness of our sins and to seek direction of God 
preparatory to the choice of a minister or pastor." Thus Rev. Obadiah 
Parsons became the society's third pastor. 


Rev. Ezra Leonard, as a result of whose pastorate the congregation 
became Universalist, came to the Third Parish in 1804, remaining there 
until his death in 1832. The congregation's easy acceptance of Universalist 
beliefs may be accounted for in part by the Rev. Mr. Leonard's leadership, 
but the lack of controversy in the Third Parish over the Universalist 
doctrine may also be accounted for by the fact that the Independent 
Christian Church in Gloucester, the first Universalist society in the 
United States, had been established as early as 1779 (see entry 44) and 
the new ideas had become familiar. 


During the Rev. Mr. Leonard's pastorate, the present meetinghouse was 
erected, the last sermon in the old edifice having been preached on August 
8, 1830, and the dedication of the new building taking place on January 
ee LOL » 


The records have a directness and sometimes a charm in their portrayal 
of earlier days. An entry dated June 30, 1848, and signed by Rev. B. H. 
Clark, reads: "My connection with the parish terminated on this day. The 
cause of the dissolution is not yet clearly ascertained, but it is gen- 
erally alleged to be heresy, but whether on my part or on the part of the 
Parish remains unsettled: Probably 'time will tell.'" Finances were 
always a problem, and for years the parish committee was instructed at 
each annual meeting to sue "them as could pay and wouldn't or them who were 
‘obstinate,’" and it is recorded that in 1764 one member paid his taxes 
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with "two guineas and a pistole," which were credited at b3, 18s. Col- 
lectors were given percentages, at times as high as 20 percent. Before 
the installation of an organ, music for the church service was provided | 
by clarinets, violins and base viols. Committees, which had been appointed 
and enlarged, held and adjourned numerous meetings. ee report is terse: 
"No one being present, the meeting suffered a dissolution." 


In 1912, the present parsonage at 129 Leonard Street was deeded to the 
parish by the Leonard Guild. q 


The cemetery at Bay View was maintained by the parish from the earliest 
times until 1898, when it was deeded to the city; a hearse, purchased in ; 
1817, was operated by the parish for nearly a century, at times, it is 
recorded, with profit. On April 26, 1929, the Parish was incorporated as 
Third (Annisquam) Parish in Gloucester. 


Universalist Magazine, February dh teh abate as ; 


The following records, unless otherwise noted are kept in the church 
safe and in custpdy of Mr. George Blanchard, sexton, 846 Washington Street, 
Annisquam: Minutes of parish, 1728--, with minutes of standing and other 
committees, 1831-1905, with warrants for meetings, notices of sale of 
property, accounts of receipts and expenditures, and lists of tax-abate- 
ments, 1728-1828, with register of births, baptisms and christenings, 
marriages, deaths and funerals, and lists of members and committees, 
scattered 1730-1853, 1890--, list of proprietors, and oaths taken by 
assessors, treasurer and collector, 1773-1828, 5 vols. Business and 


pastoral letters, scattered 1890--, 20 items; Accounts of parish expendi- 
tures, with lists of property owners and assessments, 1818-21, 1 vol.; 
Treasurer's accounts, with annual reports, 1892--, 2 vols, in custody of 


and kept at home of Mrs. George Blanchard, 846 Washington Street, Gloucester 
Sunday School receipts and expenditures, 1903-10, 1914-29, 2 vols.; List 
of Sunday School teachers and pupils, with attendance record, with cata- 
logue of Sunday School library, 1860-80, 4 vols. 


Property recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: Land 
in Gloucester, purchase and sale, vol. 108, p. 58, recorded October 50 , 
1759; vol. 222, p. 258, recorded May 8, 1820; "land with warehouse, near 
Gallops Folly Cove," several sales, vol. 221, p. 252, recorded Octeper aa 


16103 WOL 2e5% R- 5, recorded November 26, 1819; vol. een, Pe Voge 
| corded January 22, 1820; vol. 249, p. 66, recorded April 10,) 16283" yor 
325, p. 46, recorded May 28, 1841; land near Lane's Cove for graveyard 
purchase vol. 299, p. 243, recorded September 18, 1837; land in West 
Gloucester on south side of road from Essex to Gloucester, purchase, 
mortgage and discharge, vol. 930, p. 149, recorded June 22, 1875; yols 
949, p. 57, recorded March 3, 1876; vol. 949, p. 57, recorded January 1, 
1885; land on Essex Avenue, purchase and sale, vol. 1258," p. TeO.eae= 
corded September 10, 1889; vol. 1669, p- 920, recorded April 25, 1902; 
land on Leonard Street, purchase, mortgage and discharge, sale in four 


: 


) 
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perve; Vol, 2125, p. 3287, recorded January 23, 1912; vol. 2125, p. 288, 
recorded January 23, 1912; vol. 2304, p. 398, recorded December 19, 1918; 
vol. 2625, p. 554, recorded February 17, 1921; vol. 2766, p. 74, recorded 
Mey 2-0, 1928; vol. 2910, p. 466, recorded March 2, 19352; vol. 2852, p.. 248, 
recorded July 21, 1950; other land on Essex Street, purchase, vol. 2188, 

i. 1’, recorded December 9, 1912; land on Washington Street, purchase and 
See vOls, 2007, p.. 571, recorded March 11, 1931; vol. 2878, p. 512, recorded 
April 17, 1931; other land on Leonard Street, purchase, VOIR, Booms De Ole; 
recorded April 17, 1931; five mortgages on various land, and their discharges, 
Setebete, p. 008, recorded October 10, 1888; vol. 1985, p. 101, August 27, 
1909; vol. 1761, p. 442, recorded November 29, 1904; vol. 2006, p. 397, 
recorded November 26, 1909; vol. 1268, p. 226, recorded January 16, 1890; 
foe OL, p. oO, recorded July 31, 1936; vol. 1985, p. 101, recorded August 
momet709; vol. 2587, p. 544, recorded March 16, 1918. 


Record of incorporation on file in the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of incorporation, book 427, p. 172, granted April 26, 
4929. 


37. THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF MANSFIELD {Second Church in 
the Town of Norton; First Parish Church; Unitarian Church), 
1731-1932 (defunct), 96 Rumford Street, Mansfield. 


The First Universalist Parish in Mansfield had its origin in the first 
parish in Mansfield formed in 1731. This Congregational society turned 
Unitarian in 1838, and a half century later, in 1889, became Universalist. 


At the time that the original parish was formed, Mansfield was the 
north precinct of Norton, and the society therefore became the Second Church 
in the town of Norton. A wooden meetinghouse was erected on the southeast 


side of the present South Common, then Ministerial Land owned by the church 


in Norton. It was 16 years before this church had glazed windows. Mr. 
Ebenezer White, a graduate of Harvard College, in 1733, was the first settled 
Minister. He was ordained on February 23, 1737, servimg the parish for 24 
years. During the latter part of his ministry, the Rev. Mr. White was in 
poor health, and was censured by his parishioners because he would neither 
engage someone to supply for him nor would he resign his pulpit. «lo yet 
the parish dismissed him. His successor, Mr. Roland Green of Maiden, also 
a graduate of Harvard College, was called to become “an Orthodox gospel 
minister to settle agreeable to the Congregational Platform in the Room of 
Rev. Mr. White." The parish voted b15, 6s. and 8d. for the ordination 
exercises. The Rev. Mr. Greene served the society for 47 years. During his 
pastorate, a new edifice was erected, which was begun in 1764 and completed 
4 years later. This church was adjacent to the first meetinghouse, its site 
being between the location of the present Town Hall and the flagstaff on the 
Common. The building had a gallery, and a belfry but no bell. 


The period which followed foreshadowed the separation of orthodox 
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Congregationalists and Unitarians which was to take place in 1858. It is 
difficult to trace the source of Unitarian teaching in Mansfield. It is ig 
apparent, however, that during the ministry of Rev. Richard Briggs, (1810~_ 
1834), a graduate of Brown University, doctrinal differences existed in 
the parish. -A. steeple had been added to the church edifice to replace ! 
the belfry which had been blown down. On July 29, 1829, Captain Asa Clapp 
of Portland, Maine, presented to the society a bell. His letter offering 
this gift to the parish concludes: "In consideration of your earnest 
wishes and the early and sincere love I bear my native Town, I present 
this bell to them in the hope it will tend to unite the good peopie more 
in one scheme of worshiping God, as the scheme is not of as much conse- 
quence to man aS a4 willing mind and a humble heart."+ The bell was rung 
morning, noon and night, and "was tolled to announce deaths in the town, 
three strokes, for 4 man, six for a woman, and nine for a child; foliowed 
by a stroke for each year of the deceased. The custom was abandoned in 
1871."& The bell is to-day in the belfry of the Episcopal Church (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts). 


"There is nothing to indicate that the Rev. Mr. Briggs was the cause 
of the lack of harmony to which Mr. Clapp refers," writes Miss Jennie fF. 
Copeland, "though," she continued "Mr. Briggs did lean away from the 
sharper points of Calvinism.'"% 


The Rev. Mr. Briggs was inactive the latter part of his pastorate 
because of illness, and throughout 1833 the pulpit was supplied much of 
the time by Rev. Nathan Holman of Attleboro, a Trinitarian and Calvinist. 
This arrangement was not satisfactory to many in the parish, and in 1834 
a compromise was reached in a vote of the society on March 31, "to have 
Mr. Holman of Attleboro, Trinitarian and Calvinist, and Dr. Saunders of ! 
Medfield, Liberal, preach the ensuing year, three months each in rotation.” 
The liberal element became stronger, and the following year Rev. James Hy 
Sayward, a Unitarian, was employed to preach on a weekly basis. He was 
ordained on June 17, 1835, and served the parish for 2 years thereafter. 


Theology was not the only cause for controversy at this tine, for itas 
was during the Rev. Mr. Sayward's ministry that the anti-slavery riot of 9 
October 10, 1836, occurred. Mr.C.© Burleigh of the American Anti-Slavery — 


é. Charles Pennoyer, "Historical sketch of First Universalist 
Parish." 

5. Jennie F. Copeland, op. cit. 

4S SEDLG: 


: 


w 


147 
Churches in Massachusetts re 


Society had spoken in Mansfield, by invitation, in August, at which time 
he had met considerable opposition. No further lectures on this subject 
were heid in Mansfield until Mr. Burleigh returned in October. On October 
9, he spoke before a large audience in West Mansfield. The next day he- 
was scheduled to speak in the meetinghouse in Mansfield Center, but the 
address was not delivered. When the meeting was opened with prayer, and 
even before Nr. Burleigh had started to speak, an uproar developed. The 
Opposition had come in force, with’a large drum, a small drum and a .dugle 
horn. The cacophony was complete when someone locked in the church belfry 
started pealing the bell. The meeting broke up in confusion end in the 
scuffle which took place on the stairs to the belfry, the constable was 
killed. In spite of the inhospitable reception which had been tendered 
Mr. Burleigh and the cause which he represented, and ardent abolitionist, 
Mr. Isaac Stearns, moved among the crowd, obtaining memberships for the 
Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. 


After the resignation of the Rev. Mr. Sayward, theological dissension 
again came to the fore. On April 16, 1858, the Congregationalists voted 
to have an orthodox minister. A fortnight later, at an adjourned meeting, 
they voted to reconsider the vote. In consequence, on May 7, 1838, the 
orthodox group voted "to form themselves into a society for the purpose of 
procuring the services of a minister of the denomination usually called 
Orthodox. "1 This group formed the Orthodox Congregational Church in 
Massachusetts). The old parish became Unitarian, holding that affiliation 
until 1888 when it became Universalist. On November 6, 1888 it was in- 
Corporated as the First Universalist. Parish of Mansfield. 


The first settled minister after the change to the Universalist 
fellowship was Rev. Quinlan H. Shinn, who served the parish from 1890 to 
1897. A Universalist Sunday School was established the year when the 
society became Universalist. The Universalists kept the old meetinghouse, 
but for some reason it seems to have been necessary for them to build a 
new edifice. The new church, located at 96 Rumford Street, was dedicated 
in 1890. It was a shingled building, topped by a steeple, and there was 
a basement for offices and Sunday School rooms. In 1932, the society 
dissolved. 


The church building was sold to Dr. Adelbert Emard, who converted it 
into a two-family dwelling house. 


See: Jennie F. Copeland, compiler, "Mansfield in Other Days," 
volume of newspaper clippings, in’ custody of Mansfield Public Library ; 
Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches ‘in 


Massachusetts, p. 109, for picture of church. 
Minutes of First Universalist Parish, with constitution and bylaws 


and historical sketch by Rev. Charles Pennoyer, 188921908. Ti vois4 1 1b 
custedy of Mrs. Eva Conrad, former clerk, 20 Samoset Street, Mansfield. 


1. Jennie F. Copeland, op. cit. 
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Record of incorporation on file in the Secretary of State's orfice, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book B82, Pp. 2893 Cervizticate on 
incorporation book 66, p. 3420, granted November 6, 1888. 


Property recordings at Bristol County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, Taunton: Site of third meetinghouse, on Rumford Street, grant by 
First Congregational Parish of Mansfield, transfer to and from the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage and discharge, vol. 470, 
p. 207, recorded February 18. 1889; vol. 479, pp. 479-81, . recorded 
March 22, 1890: vol. 686, p. 427, recorded September 18, 1914; vol. 829, 
p. 55, recorded May 14, 1935. | 


33, FIRST PARISH, UNIVERSALIST, IN SAUGUS, (Third Parish in Lynn) 
1732--, Main Street, corner of Summer Street, Saugus. 


The First Parish, Universalist, in Saugus was organized December 5, 
1732, as the Third Parish in Lynn. Prior to this time, the people of 
this section had worshipped at the First Parish Church (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) on Lynn Common. 

A movement to secure a Separate place of worship took definite form when 
Mr. William Taylor, on July 1, 1736, conveyed to Messrs. Thomas Cheever, 
Jonathan Waite and John Waite, a parcel of land known as "Meetinghouse 
Hill" to encourage the "building of a meetinghouse for the public worship 
of God." 


ee geod 
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The meetinghouse was finished in 1737, located at what is now Monument 


Square. Mr. Edward Cheever, a student at Harvard College, was given a 
3-month trial as minister. On June 18, 1738, he became spiritual advisor © 
of the community, and he was ordained in 1739, remaining until 1748. 

Among other things, constituting his remuneration, he was given one-half 

a cord of wood each year, from 40 members of the parish. He served until 
his death in January 1803. Rev. Joseph Roby, the next minister known as 
the "Fighting Parson," served on the committees of defense during the 
Revolutionary War. 


In 1826, religious differences appeared and were quite prolonged in 
the parish. The Universalists prevailed, and retained control of the 
parish church, whereupon the. Orthodox group retired and built a church 
of their own. In 1821, the society established the first Female Seminary 
in the United States, with Rev. Joseph Emerson, as the first principal. 
Among the pupils were Fanny Fern, poetess, and Cornelius Felton, later 
president of Harvard College, who worked there as chore boy. 


On February 17, 1815, Saugus became a township and the Third Parish 
became the First Parish in Saugus. The church was repaired and remodelled 
in 1835-36. The high lattice pews were removed, galleries on the east 
and south sides were taken down, leaving a small gallery on the west side 
for "ye singers". In 1858, the church building was moved 3 rods north 


im « 
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and sold as a dwelling and store. The present edifice was erected on Main 
‘Street corner of Summer Street in 1860 and was burned on May 14, 1941. 


Boston, Porvoo, for picture of church: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, 
August 16, 18354. 


| Minutes of society, 1857--, 3 vols., earlier volumes in custody of Miss 
Natalie Upton, 12 Overlea Avenue, Saugus, later volume in custody of Mr. 
Gilbert Woodson, 21 Churchill Street, Saugus; Register: baptisms, confirma- 
ions, marriages, members, deaths, 1837--, 1 vol., and 1 card file, in 
custody of Miss Louise Hawks, Lynn Fells Parkway; Receipts and expenditures, 
1837--, 12 vols., in custody of Mr. Arthur S. Edmonds. Sunday School Records, 
a928--, 15 vols., in custody of Mr. Arthur S. Edmonds, 121 Main Street, 


Saugus. 


Property recordings at Essex Countv. South District, Registry of Deeds, 
‘Salem: Land known as "Meetinghouse Hill," purchase and three partial sales, 
Meele 77, Pp. 201, recorded March 20, 1738; vol. 607, p. 26, recorded May 25, 
Meeoo, vol. 611, p. 217, recorded August 20, 1860: vol. 863, p. 22, recorded 
March 4, 1864. 


e 


39. THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY IN THE WEST PARISH OF HAVERHILL, 
(Third Congregation Parish, West Parish of Haverhill) 1734--, 
836 Broadway, Haverhill. 


Pecine First Universalist Society in the West Parish of Haverhill had its 
“origin in the West Parish, which was made a precinct in 1734. A meetinghouse 
was built on the southeasterly corner of Samuel Eatton's pasture, now 
‘Broadway and Monument Streets, in the same year. The church was organized 
October 22, 1735 and two weeks later Rev. Samuel Bachellor was ordained, 
serving until October 9. 1761. He was elected to the General Court at the 
beginning of the Revolutionary period in 1769 and again in 1770. In 1736, 
parsonage lands near Parsonage Hill, which had been given the North and 

West parishes to divide between them, were divided by a joint committee. 


if Rev. Phineas Adams was installed as pastor January 9, 1771 and served 
until his death November 17, 1801. For the next 20 years, the church was 
$0 divided by groups of differing religious opinions that it was unable to 
agree on a settled minister. At its annual meeting on March 17. 1806, it 
was voted that the "Baptists, Methodists, or Universalists who belong to 

‘the West Parish shall have the right and privilege to draw out of the parish 
treasurer's hands as much as they pay in in taxes, after deducting for the 
levying and collecting of same . . . for to hire such minister or ministers 
as they choose." This practise lasted until 1809, when a joint committee 

of all the denominations was arranged to manage the raising of money for 
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preaching among the several denominations. In 1818, 10 members petitioned 
for a parish meeting "to see if the preachers of the Universal order shall 
be admitted to preach." The parish did not act upon this petition. In 
1826, Rev. Moses C. Grosvenor, a Calvinistic Congregationalist, was settled, — 
but in 1828, the arrangement was dissolved as unsatisfactory. At this time 
the Congregational minority withdrew, and organized a church of their own 


(see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts). 


Daniel Webster, who died October 18, 1828, bequeathed two pieces of 
land, about 20 acres, $2000 and all the residue of his personal estate to 
the parish. The income and interest, under the terms of the will, was to 
be used exclusively for support of a Calvinistic minister, either of 
Congregational or Presbyterian denomination. 


The Universalists, who now were in the majority, remained in the old 
church after the withdrawal of the Congregationalists and called Rev. 
Daniel D. Smith to be their pastor. In 1834, the church building was 
moved to its present site and the second story and gallery were moved. 


By 1840 the income of the Webster fund had grown to several thousand 
dollars. Because the Congregationalists had left the parish and the 
Universalist minister was not of the denominations stipulated in the will, 
neither society could claim the benefits. 


On March 29, 1851, after a series of proposals, the Congregationalists 
offered $2400 for the privilege of becoming the parish, stipulating that 
the Webster fund become theirs and the Universalists retain possession of 
the property. 


On April 27, 1852, an act, granting leave to make the transfer was 
obtained and on June 17, it was made. Because of the transfer of the a 
parish organization to the Congregationalists, the Universalists reorganized 
as "The First Universalist Society in the West Parish of Haverhill" on 
August 30, 1852. 


In 1857, members of the society residing in Ayer's Village asked to 
have the meetinghouse removed there. The request was postponed indefinitely. — 
Two years later the proposition was again made and this time negatived by ] 
only one vote. On June 12, 1859, Ayer's Village residents voted to build 
a meetinghouse. They were incorporated as Ayer’s Village Associates and 
and later became the Ayer's Village Union Evangelical Church, (see entry 
230). Land was purchased near the Four Corners in the village and their 
Church was completed in 1860. Members, however, still held individual 
membership in the West Parish Church. For some years the pastor of the 
West Parish preached half time for the Ayer Associates. 


Weekly services were discontinued by the West Parish church in 1892. 
Summer services have been held since that time under the direction of the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9). A parsonage opposite 
the church has been sold. ah 


i 
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See: Anna M. Swan "Reminiscenses, 1820-40," in custody of Mr. Charles 
W. Emerson, 821 Broadway, Haverhill; John Crowell, Karly History of the 
First Church, Haverhill, n.d.): Leonard W. Smith, "West Parish Universalist 
Church," in Haverhill Gazette, August 1, 1931: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, 


picture of church. 


Minutes of parish meetings, with warrants for same, lists of original 
members of church, 1852, of applicants and new members, withdrawals, 1883 
[for Ayer''s Village Union Evangelical Church (see entry 230)], reports of 
auditing committee, 1870-1924, 1852-1924, 1 vol.; Bylaws, adopted 1853, 
change in bylaws, 1859; List of members, ministers and deacons, 1735-1883; 


_ Receipts and expenditures, 1852-1924, 1 vol.; Reports of auditing committee, 


1852-1924; Letters from Rev. Asa Farwell and Rev. William Greenwood, n.d., 
2 items; Program of dedication, 1835; all records in safe at home of Mr. 
Charles W. Emerson, former clerk and treasurer, 821 Broadway, Haverhill. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of Deeds, 
Salem: Site of original meetinghouse, purchase end sale, vol. 78, p. 265, 
recorded February 8, 1739; vol. 317, p. 128, recorded February 25, 1840; 
adjacent lot, purchase, vol. 84, p. 182, recorded March 2, 1742; land on 
West Meadow Road, purchase, vol. 84, p. 142, recorded March 2, 1742; 
adjacent lot (cemetery), purchase, vol. 89, p. 128, recorded August 5, 
1746; site of meetinghouse on Broadway, transfer, vol. 2263, p. 297, re- 
meroed June 18, 1914; adjacent lot, vol. 2263, p. 295, recorded June 18, 
1914; miscellaneous lots, purchase and sale, purchase, partial sale, vol. 
meow Pp. 299, recorded June 18, 1914; vol. 2277, p. 434, recorded October 
Meee gi4; vol. 2295, p. 293, recorded June 18, 1914; vol. 949, p. 41, re- 
corded February 21, 1876; miscellaneous mortgages, vol. 346, p. 96, re- 
corded July 2, 1844; vol. 2263, p. 298, recorded June 18, 1914; vol. 473, 
emoo, recorded February 15, 1853; vol. 1085, p. 105, recorded May 26, 
1882. 


40. FIRST PARISH UNIVERSALIST (First Universalist Church of 
Stoughton; First Church of Christ, Universalist; Church 
of Christ in Stoughton) 1744---, Stoughton Square, Stoughton. 


The First Parish in Stoughton was organized in 1744, and a meeting- 
house was erected in 1745 at approximately the same location as the present 


- structure. In 1746, Rev. Jedidiah Adams, was chosen as the first settled 


pastor, serving until his death in 1788. In 1808, the present church ae 
building was erected. It was considerably larger than the original edifice, 
and so arranged that it could be converted into two stories, should the 
need arise. Such alterations were made in 1848, with the church occupying 


the second floor, and a parish hall, the ground floor. 


Sporadic Universalist preaching and probably some organized missionary 
efforts won a majority of the members of this church. Yue minority with- 
drew and formed the First Congregational Church of Stoughton (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) on July 
3, 1822. Those members who remained now openly called their church 
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Universalist. In a short time, the Rev. Mr. Stearns, who had been 
appointed minister at the time of the division, was dismissed because of 
his Unitarian leanings. In 1831, Rev. Massena B. Ballou was made pastor, 
and was the first definitely Universalist minister. In 1838, the church 
joined the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9). In 1870, 
further alterations of the building were made. The church was refinished, 
and the parish hall subdivided. In 1928, a proposal to unite the 
Universalist and Congregational churches failed of adoption. 


See: "One hundredth Anniversary of Dedication" in Stoughton Sentinel, 
May 6, 1908; "A History of the First Parish,” in Stoughton Sentinel, 9 
June 6, 1908; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 33 for picture of church; Rev. Edward 


anes 
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Minutes of church, 1744-1822, with convenant, 1744, members, 1793- 
1622, 1.vol., an custody of Mr. F. Richard Leonard, clerk ony eiges ia 
Congregational Church of Stoughton, 144 Walnut Street, Stoughton; Minutes . 4 
of church, 1858-1936, (no records since 1936 on request of minister), ; 
1 vol., kept in vault of Stoughton Public Library, and in custody of 
Miss Evelyn Drake, clerk, 186 Seaver Street, Stoughton; Minutes of parish | 
committee, with financial accounts, 1866-1918, 1 vol., in vault of 
Stoughton Public Library, 1919--, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. George F. 
White, parish clerk, 420 Pleasant Street, Stoughton; Minutes of First | 
Parish Club, with financial accounts, 1933--, 1 vol., in custody of Miss: 
Francis Orr, secretary, 127 Lincoln Street, Stoughton; Minutes of Relief 
Circle (called Mission Circle prior to 1934), with financial accounts, 
list of members, 1919--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. Anna E. Legge, 
secretary, 99 Seaver Street, Stoughton; Register: baptism, 1767-83, 
1792-1822, marriages, 1793-1844, deaths, 1792-1830, 118 sheets (copies), 
in custody of Stoughton Historical Society, and located in vault of 
Stoughton Public Library; Members, 1793-1822, female members, 1819-1822, 
pastors, 1746-1822, 2 vols., in custody of Mr. F. Richmond Leonard, 
clerk of First Congregational Church of Stoughton; births, baptisms, 
marriages, deaths, members, 1837-1936, 1 vol.,-kept in vault of Stoughton 
Public Library, in custody of Miss Evelyn Drake; marriages and deaths, 
1936--, in custody of Rev. Luther Morris, 47 Warren Avenue, Stoughton; 
Attendance and membership record of Sunday School, 1938, 1 vol., in custody 
of Mr. William Marden, Superintendent, 76 Broadway, Stoughton; Reports of 


parish committee to State Convention (copies), 1934--, on printed forms, 
in custody of Mr. White; Newspaper clippings: "Stoughton, Mass." in The 


Universalist, June 11, 1870; "A Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary Commemo- 
ration, 1745-1895, The church in Stoughton, Mass." in.Christian Leader, 
May SO, 1895, both items in possession of the Universalist Historical 
Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Prof. Alfred Storer 
Cole. 
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Property recordings at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Site of second meetinghouse, purchase, two pew deeds, lease and renewal; 
partial sale, vol. 28, p. 19, recorded April 29, 18075" vol. 33; p. 145, 
mecorded April 4, 1809; vol. 37, p. 219, recorded March 14, 1811; vol. 
185, p. 218, recorded November 25, 1848; vol. 270, p. 56, recorded October 
12, 1858; vol. 944, p. 38, recorded April 2, 1903; separate parcel, pur- 
chase, vol. 089, p. 282, recorded April 6, 1887; miscellaneous mortgages, 
Vol. 2, p. 78, recorded July 1, 1794; vol. 4, p. 154, recorded November 
Miygel/9., VOl. 165, p. 15, recorded June 7, 1888. 


Property recordings at the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
mortgage, vol. 162, p. 52, recorded January 22, 1788. 


£ 


41... FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF DUNSTABLE (First Parish in 
Dunstable), 1753-1911 (defunct), Dunstable Center, Dunstable. 


The establishment of the boundary between Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire in i741, during the ministry of Rev. Joseph Swan, left Dunstable's 
third meetinghouse, built about 1739, on the New Hampshire side. Services 
continued to be held there, despite resentment of parishoners on the 
Massachusetts side, until 1746 when the Rev. Mr. Swan resigned. 


‘An open controversy over the mectinghouse raged for 7 years follow- 
ing his departure. No minister was settled, and probably only occasional 
services were held. In 1753 the group residing on the Massachussetts side 
agreed to build their own meetinghouse and to disassociate themselves 
entirely from the New Hampshire one, which developed into the present First 
Congregational Church of Nashua, N. H. (see forthcoming Inventory of 


Congregational Archives in New Hampshire). 


The meetinghouse was raised July 18 of the same year on a site now 
marked as Dunstable’s old burying place and referred to as "Meetinghouse 
Hill". The church was organized May 12, 1757, and on June 8 following, 
Rev. Josiah Goodhue, a graduate of Harvard College in 1755, was ordained. 
He served until September 28, 1774 when he was dismissed because "the 
people were weary of him.” 


In 1791 the meetinghouse was moved to the center of Dunstable and 
it was re-dedicated on October 2, 1783. In 1798 a call was given Rev. 

_ Joshua Heywood. A few persons, dissatisfied with this action of the 
church, withdrew and formed a Baptist society (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts). The Rev. Mr. Heywood was settled 
in 1799 and served until his death in 1814. 


At this time regular services ceased. In August 1817, Rev. Jabez 
Pond Fisher, who had supplied the Dunstable church in 1794 and had held 


—~ -I-—Biias Nason in History of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, by 
Samuel Adams Drake, pp. 416-27. 
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pastorate in the First Congregational Church of Nottingham, New Hampshire, 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in New Hampshire) 
began preaching at weekly services. 


The revival brought 58 new members into the church and a Universalist 
society was formed and a constitution adopted January 21, 1818, with 106 
members. Although strengthened by the revival, the church was unable to 
support a minister and was supplied by the early traveling Universalist 
preachers. Among those believed to have preached occasionally were: 

Revs. Joshua Flagg, Hosea and Adin Ballou, Sebastian and Russell Streeter, 
Paul Dean, Thomas Whittemore and Thomas Baldwin Thayer. 


In 1831, a minority group withdrew from the Universalist society, 
erected a meetinghouse, and formed the Evangelical Congregational Church 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts). 


On December 29 of the same year, the Universalists legally reorganized 
the First Parish by electing new parish officers. During the period from 
1830 to 1863, pastorates were held by Revs. Russell Streeter, Hiram 
Beckwith,Josiah Gilman and William Hooper. On October 8, 1863 the church 
was destroyed by fire. Following the loss of the church building services 
ceased. In 1876 the society was reorganized and meetings were held in 
Parker's Hall. 


By 1890, the Universalists had decided to build a meetinghouse. Land 
was purchased in January 1893, but during the next few years it became 
increasingly apparent that the society would be unable to maintain a 
meetinghouse. The land was sold in January 1906. Ocassional services 
were held until 1911 when the society became defunct. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, May 27, 1837. 
Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 129, cites records 1818-43, 1876-85, but 
no records have been tound. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, Lowell: Land in Dunstable center, purchase and Sale, Voli—245.un. 


42. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF NORWELL (First Universalist 
Society in Scituate, First Universalist Society in South 
Scituate, Proprietors of the Westerly Meetinghouse in 
Scituate, Proprietors of the First Universalist Meetinghouse 
in South Scituate) , 1766--, Washington Street, Norwell. 


As early as 1766 residents in the westerly section of the South Parish 
of Scituate (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachwets) — 


w 
2 
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began an agitation, which lasted for 31 years, to be set off as a separate 
. precinct and parish. The first request was rejected by the South Parish 
on March 5, 1767. Undetered by this, the group built a meetinghouse in 
1769 on land donated by Joshua Jacobs on what is now Washington Street near 
_the Scituate (this section being now Norwell)-Hanover town line. The South 
Parish rejected in 1770 the second request for a Separation, and even re- 

fused permission to Rev. David Barnes, to preach in the Westerly Meeting- 


house while their own was being rebuilt. When Joshua Jacob and others 
appealed to the General Court in 1771, the South Parish succeeded in 
_ securing the rejection of their suit. 


: Then in 1792 "the south precinct voted that Charles Turner, Jr., Isc. 
and Capt. Enoch Collamore be a committee to wait upon the Rev. Mr. Barnes, 

and enquire whether he is willing to preach in the west Meetinghouse a 

-part of the year."1 Upon learning of the Rev. Mr. Barnes' reply that "he 

‘should wish to gratify the precinct," it voted that "he should preach in 
the west Meetinghouse the second Sabbath in each month from the first of 
April to the first of December."° However, this instruction was not given 
the foliowing year. Four years later (1797) David Jacob and others petitioned 
'the General Court to be set off as a separate society and to be allowed to 
receive their rateable proportion of the South Parish funds, but again the 
parish successfuly opposed them. 


During all this controversy with the South Parish, there had been no 
“difference in doctrinal belief. But because of the treatment which they 
had received from the South Parish, they readily opened their pulpit to 

ministers of other denominations. The Universalists were not slow to take 
advantage of this opportunity, and Revs. John Murray and Hosea Ballou 
' preached there on several occasions. Thus it was that the congregation 
became converted to Universalism and in 1812 petitioned the General Court, 
-- this time successfuly,-- to be incorporated as the First Universalist 
society in Scituate. Apparentiy the first settled minister was Rev. David 
Pickering who was installed in 1812. 


During the ministry of Rev. Robert L. Killam (1829-38), the original 

“Meetinghouse, a barn-like structure without bell or steeple, unplastered, 
unpainted, and unheated, was razed in 1832, and in its stead a colonial 
building was erected by a few members of the society who were subsequently 

incorporated in 1834 under the name of the Proprietors of the Westerly 
Meetinghouse in Scituate. This building was destroyed by fire while it 
was being repaired in 1893. Work was immediately begun on a new church 
“which was dedicated in 1894, The part of Scituate in which the meeting-- 
house was located became South Scituate in 1853 and Norwell in 1890, and 
the society changed its name accordingly. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, October 15, 1836; October 6, 
1849; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalists Churches 


1-3. Quoted in Samuel Deane, History of Scituate, Massachusetts, 


—— ee ee 
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in Massachussetts, p. 95 for picture of church. 


roe 


The following records, except where otherwise listed are stored in 4 
the attic of the church: Minutes of society with bylaws, list of patrons, — 
members, and clergy, and copies of warrants, 1894--, 1 vol., in custody of | 
Mr. Lovis Osberg, clerk, Tiffany Road, Norwell; Minutes of venue People's — 
Christian Union, with constitution and bylaws, 1910-26, 1930-36, 2 vols.; 
Treasurer's accounts, 1863--, 2 vols., current volume in custody of Mr. 
Osberg; Receipts and expenditures, 1918--, 5 vols., current volume in 

custody of Mr. Osberg; Subscription lists, 1915-18, 2 vols.; John F. a 
Simmons, "The Universalist Church in Assinippi", extract from Old Scituate — 
(published by Chief Justice Cushing Chapter, Daughters of the ‘American 
Revolution, 292 pp.), t.ms., 4 pp., in possession of the Universalist : 
Historical Society and the custody of Prof. Alfred Storer Cole, librarian. — 


‘f 


Property recordings at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Plymouth: 
Site of meetinghouse in Norwell and Hanover, purchases transfers, vol. 52, ~ 
p. 64, recorded Oct. 30, 1765, vol. 73, p. 248, recorded May 24, 1793, vols 
652, p. 138, recorded April 4, bral Ra vol. 175, p.. 159, recorded May a4. L 
1833, vol. 653, p. 413, recorded August 25, 1893, transfer to Mass. 


Universalist Convention, vol. 679. p. 569, recorded October 3, 1894; land 
on Centre Street, Norwell, purchase and sale, vol. 629, p. 248, recorded | 
April 26,.1892, vol. 648, bp. 162, recorded April 4, i692. 

Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Mass. Special Laws, @ 
1812, ch. 16, approved June 18, 1812; change of name. to First Universalist — 
Society in South Scituate, Ibid., 18535, ch. 111, approved March 29, 1853; 
Change of name to First Universalist Society of Norwell, Ibid., 1890, ch. 
280, approved May 8, 1890; incorporation of Proprietors of the ‘Westecia 
Meetinghouse in Scituate, [bid., penne ch. 36, approved February 28, 1834; 
change of name to Proprietors of the First Universalist Meseingnotes in 


South Scituate, Ibid., 1853, ch. 106, Sarees March 29, 1853. 


45. FIRST PARISH OF BOXBOROUGH (Universalist Society) , 1775-ca. 1866 
(defunct) , Boxborough. 


On January 31, 1775, residents of the towns of Stow, Littleton and 
Harvard, met to form a new society and consider the erection of a meeting- 
house. Instead of building a church, they purchased the old meetinghouse — 
at Harvard in the same year, where services were held irregularly for some — 
time <A petition to the General Court, to be set off as a separate town, ; 
was blocked by Littleton interests for about 4 years before being granted — 
in 1783. In 1784 the church was formerly gathered. ” Rev. Joseph Willard, 
who had preached at Mendon from 1769 to 1782, was installed November raps 
1785. He had graduated from Harvard College in 1765 and served in 
Boxborough until his resignation 38 years later. 


| 
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| The problem of a new meetinghouse, and its location, arose in 1815. 
with no definite decision being reached. Just before the turn of the 
century, the town had permitted a Methodist minister to preach in the 
meetinghouse on week cays. Because of growing differences of opinion, 
the town voted in 1828 to allow each denomination the use of the meeting- 
house for periods of time proportioned to the valuation assessed against 
each group. The division came the following year, when the church voted 
to call Rev. James R. Cushing. The parish failed to concur, whereupon 
the church members organized a new society calling it the Evangelical 
Congregational Society in the District of Boxborough (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts). The parish 
‘turned Universalist in belief and continued to function for some years. 
Services had long since ceased however, when in 1870, the town accepted 
as a gift from the majority of the pew holders the old Universalist 

| and adanted it for use as the Town Hall. 


} 
y 


Minutes of the church, with covenant, membership, accessions and 
-dismissions 1784-1834, baptisms 1784-1834, marriages 1785-1834, deaths 
11786-1834, 1784-1834, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. C. Waldo Livermore, 
West Acton. 


a 
. No property recordings have been found. 


; 
| 


44, INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN GLOUCESTER (Free Independent 
Church of Christ in Gloucester; Independent Christian Society 
of Gloucester; Christian Independent Society of Gloucester), 


1779--, 40 Middle Street, Gloucester. 


Universalism had been adopted by a small earnest group in Gloucester 
‘about a year before John Murray landed in America in 1770. A man named 
‘Gregory had visited the town, bringing with him the writings of Rev. James 
‘Relly, whose sentiments the Rev. Mr. Murray espoused before he left England. 
‘This book was passed around among different families and caused great 
wonder and interest. It only needed a public proclamation to unite these 
‘people into a distinct organization. This was forthcoming very shortly, 
‘the occasion being an attack made on the Rev. Mr. Murray after his second 
appearance in Boston in October 1774. The newspapers accused him of 
‘preaching Relly's doctrine. ‘The admirers of Relly in Gloucester sent an 
invitation to the Rev. Mr. Murray to come there and preach. Beginning 
November 3, 1774, for 9 days he stayed in Gloucester and occupied the 
pulpit of the First Parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives 
in Massachusetts), the minister being ill. On December 14, he returned 
amd finding the people so earnest, decided to remain permanently. The 
‘church, however, closed its doors to him very soon, and his congregation 
had to meet in private homes, particularly in that of Winthrop Sargent. 

It is still standing on Middle Street and is known as the Sargent -Murray- 
Gilman House. He served as chaplin in the Revolutionary forces around 


| 
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Boston but illness finally compelled him to relinquish his post whereupon 
he returned to Gloucester. There were still many who were hostile to him; 
attempts were made to ride him out of town; charges were trumped up and 
notice to leave town on a certain date was served on him. However, his 
followers now greatly increased in numbers, stood staunchly behind him. 


After being excommunicated in 1778 for having absented themselves 
from public worship in the First Church, a group of 15 individuals deter- : 
mined tc organize themselves and in January 1779 formed the Independent 
Church of Christ, with Rev. John Murray as preacher.+ The society 
increased steadily in numbers and on Christmas Day 1780, their church . 
building was dedicated. It was a frame building located on the westerly 
corner of Spring and Water Streets. Expenses were defrayed by 14 persons, | 
who held ownership of the pews in proportion to the sums invested. An 
organ loft housed an organ captured from a British merchant ship during 
the Revolution. 


Opposition again asserted itself, this time on the question of taxation. 
The assessors ox: the First Parish claimed that those members who had with- — | 
drawn to follow the Rev. Mr. Murray, were still liable to taxation for the | 
support of the minister in the old church. The Universalists replied that | 
the Bill of hights attached to the Constitution of the Commonwealth allowed | 
each individual to support any religious society he wished. The First 
Parish then claimed that the Rev. Mr. Murray's congregation was not a 
religious society nor was it incorporated and that he himself was not an | 
ordeined minister. Various methods were used to collect these taxes even 
to seizing property of the members and selling it at auction. A suit was 
brought to regain the goods in the name of the Rev. Mr. Murray, as a 4 
religious teacher from whom the money had been diverted. In 1785, the jury | 
found for the Sev. Mr. Murray. After a review of the case, and another 
trial in June 1786, the first verdict was upheld. 


The Gloucester Universalists now adopted a Charter of Compact, which 
was taken as a model for other societies which met at Oxford on September 
14, i785. 


A suit was brought against Fev. Mr. Murray for performing the marriage — 
ceremony. A verdict was obtained against him and a fine of B50 imposed. ?-_ 
Fearing that similar suits might be brought for each ceremony he had per- 
formed, he drew up a petition to the legislature for relief and pending. ” 
action upon it, left for England in January 1788. However, the legislature 
indemified him from all penalties incurred in the solemnizing of any 
marriages and he returned to.America and to Gloucester the following July. 


To prevent any further litigation the society determined to re-ordain 
him, which ceremony took place on December 25, 1788. Up to this year, . 


1. The Directory for 1872 indicates the "Parish" was organized in L774. 
This date, however, is not generally accepted, but rather 1779. an 
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ev. Mr. Murray had received no stated salary, his wants being provided by 
untary contributions. But as he had announced his intention of marrying, 
society felt he should have a stipulated amount, which was agreed upon 
#100 per year, to be raised by taxation. At this time, the legislature 
vas petitioned for incorporation, which was granted June 28, 1792. 


— Aithough he had refused a much higher paid pastorate in Philadelphia 
“dm 1790 to remain in Gloucester, Rev. Mr. Murray finally decided he owed 

; to the cause of Universalism to accept the call of the First Universalist 

iety in Boston (see entry 47) which had been without a pastor for a long 

me, Consequently he left the Gloucester pulpit and was installed in 

gton on October 25, 1793. Following his departure, there were supplies, 

ough even these were difficuit to obtain. However, preaching seems to 

e been fairly regular in fortnightly intervals, although a pastor was 

; settled for 10 years. 


4 In 1804, it was voted to give a salary of $500 to Rov. Thomas Jones, 
together with the expense of moving his family to Gloucester, providing he 
wided to settle there as their pastor after a trial term, not to exceed 
onths. This having proved satisfactory, he was installed September 26, 
4, His pastorate was so successful that soon the question of a larger 
etinghouse had to be considered. Subscriptions were taken up and a lerge 
was purchased. A section of it was reserved for 4 burial ground. The 
@ormmerstone was laid September 5, 1805. The timber for the framework 

@ been felled in the British provinces and shipped on an English boat 

r England but the boat had become disabled near Gloucester, was 

ought in, declared unseaworthy and her cargo taken off, and sold to one 
|@6lonel Pearce. The building had a spire with a clock and a bell cast 

‘by Paul Revere. The dedication of the new building took place on October 9, 
th Revs. John Murray and Thomas Jones officiating. The pews in the 

lery of the new church were very popular with the children because they 
@ built so high that no one could see them and this afforded a splendid 
ortunity for a good time. When their noise bogan to disturb the con- 
gation, a tithing-man, was appointed to keep them in order. It was 
until 1820 that stoves were installed, prior to which time, footstoves 
hot bricks were brought for the feet. Candles at first furnished light 
evening services but were superseded by lamps in 1823. Not until 

4, when a bass viol was purchased, was there any music; later clarinets 
id violins were added which were replaced in 1826 by an organ. Vocal 

sic from the first was very popular and was under the supervision of 
|tPained leaders. Relly's hymns were used till 1808, at which time a 
\eOllection was published. In 1838, this gave place to a collection com- 
led by Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2nd, which in turn gave place to the present 
‘collection. 


: The old church building after being vacated was used for secular 
irpose. It remained on its original site until 1815, when one of the Kev. 
(My. Murray's friends bought it and removed it to his farm, where it was 
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later used for a hay barn. 


On the first Sabbath in the new edifice, October 12, 1805, was 
inaugurated the service known as the "dedication of children," which 
service has since been observed by the Universalists in Gloucester. 


Stevs were taken about this time to organize the communicants into a 
church, as distinct from the business organization or society 9 /0n 
November 23, 1805, a covenant and articles of faith were adopted and a 


church organized. 


During the War of 1812, business in Gloucester was destroyed. It be- 
came necessary to reduce the salary of Rev. Mir. Jones and at one time it 
seemed as if the meetings must cease aitogether because of lack of attend- 
ance. But a few stalwart members and the pastor managed to keep the church © 


going. 


Just after the war ended, the Rev. Mr. Murray died; and a commemora- 
tive service was held in the Gloucester church, 


A Sunday School was established June 25, 1820, by the Rev. Mr. Jones, 
as a result of a series of sermons he had preached to the children in 1819. 
During the vastorate of Rev. Daniel D. Smith, a building designed as a 
vestry and school house was erected on the church grounds and dedicated as 
the Murray Institute, October 31, 18359.. The Liberal Institute, a school 
formerly located at Methuen, was moved here and opened in the new building 
in November. Philosophical and scientific lectures were given, a large 
amount of apparatus was bought and an extensive library was gathered. 
The school lasted for 5 terms after which the enterprise was abandoned. 
When the Rev. Mr. Smith resigned in 1840, his followers organized the 
Indenendent Universalist Society (see entry 188) and held meetings in 
Murray Institute Hall until they secured their own quarters, 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 59 for picture of church; Richard Eddy, D. Di, 5 
Universalism in Gloucester (Gloucester, Procter Brothers, 1892, 245 pp:), 
in the possession of the Universalist Historical Society at Tufts College, 
Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; The Universalist 
Centennial (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1870), p. 763) Artiete 
in The Gloucester Telegraph, September 24, 1870; Levi M. Powers, Sketch of 
the Independent Christian Church and Sargent-Murray-Gilman House, Gloucester, 
(Boston, Murray Press 1920, 32 pp.) in the rare volume department of the 
Boston Public Library. - 


i 


The following is taken from a list in possession of Rev. Lyman L. 
Achenbach, 88 Prospect Street, Gloucester, permission to inventory 
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e records having been denied. Records are kept in vault of Gloucester 
fe Deposit and Trust Company, Main Street, Gloucester. 


Minutes, 1865--, 5 vols.; Reports of BEN py 1931-32; Registers: 


marriages, baptisms, funerals, members, 1790-1844, 1 vol. ; marriages, 1846 - 
1913, 7 vols.; Minutes of Ladies’ Sunday School Society, 1852-1915, Mission 
Cirele, Teachers Association, 1867-90; Quarterl y records of Sundey School, 


o-74; Attendance records of Sunday School, 1859-61; Reports of treasurer 
d trustees, bank pass books, correspondence and other financial papers 

x valuations and Biatenen ta: scattered 1814-1929, quantity unknown. (It 
y be assumed that other records, especially current books, are in custody 
officials of church and Ste diary organizations.) Receipts for salary, 
‘from Rev. Thomas Jones, April 13, 1810, in possession of Essex Institute, 
located in Gloucester section in vault on lower floor. 


Bas: Boro perty recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: "Crop 
Street oo oeoe Harbor”, sale vol. 183, p. 222, recorded April Ey Oues 
"purchase recording not found; Middle Street, purchase, vol. 240, p. 78, 
recorded April 20, 1814; “land in the harbor, near Windmill hill,” purchase, 
vol. 211, uw. 181, recorded December 26, 1816; Elm Street, clase Vol. 346 
#p. 2i8, recorded August 3, 1844; Gould Street, sale, vol. 687, p. 30, 
“recor “ied July 14, 1865; corner of Granite and Summer Streets, purchase and 
sale, vol. 796, p. 198, recorded May 12, 1870; vol. 989, p. 111, recorded 
December aN, 1877: Middle and Church Streets, mortgage and discharge, vol. 
"896, p. 228, recorded January 20, 1874; vol. 1075, p. 119, recorded January 
ee? 1882; triangle parcel near Pine Street purchase and sale, vol. 1537, 

Dp. 548, recorded January 25, 1898; vol. 1537, p. 348, recorded January 25, 
1898; parsonsge on Prospect Street, mortgage and discharge, VOU Boke, (pe 
245, recorded October 21, 1915; vol. 2375, p. 300, recorded October 24, 
1923; Church Street for cemetery, purchase, vol. 2542, p. 134, recorded 
"January 22, 192%: indenture as to easement establishing right of way, vol. 
2947, p. 294, recorded March 30, 1933. 


g _ Record of Legislative Mnactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, Acts of 1792, ch. 18, approved June 28, 1792; authority to 

— acquire and improve an ancient burial ground, Ibid., Acts of 1915, ch. 251, 
approved Beareh. 8, 1913. 


s Record of Supreme Court case involving the Independent Christian 
| Church in Gloucester: 2 Dane's Abridgement oous Murray Ss Tihanitente of 
4 the First Parish in Gloucester, 1786. 
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45, SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF ORANGE (First Congregationel 
Parish and Society of Orange, Church of Christ in Orange, 
Church of Christ in South Warwick), 1780--, North Road, corner 
of Main Street, (North Orange Center) Orange. 


This church was organized before the incorporation of the town of 
In 1780, following meetings at the home of Mr. Nathan Goddard, 
plans were made for the erection of a meetinghouse.. The present church, 
begun in 1781, was completed in 1782, and dedicated on March 31, 1782. 
It was known as the Church of Christ in South Warwick. Rev. Emerson 
Foster was installed as first pastor in December 1782. 


Orange. 


The Sistule of Orange was incorporated in 1783, but it was not until] — 
1785, that the name of the church was changed to the Church of Christ in 
Orange. The Rev. Mr. Foster's pastorate ended in 1790, after the parish- 
ioners had complained of his intemperance. There was no settled minister 
thereafter until 1822. First record found of the Universalists was when 
the Universalist General Convention (see entry 1) was held in the church 
in 1800, with Rev. Hosea Ballou acting as clerk. In 1811 the congregation 
voted to allow the Universal Society to worship in the meetinghouse when 7 
it was not occupied. In 1822, the Unitarians and the Universalists voted — 
to join in the support of preaching under the name of the First Congrega- 
tional Parish and Society of Orange. Rev. Joshua Chandler, a Unitarian, 
was installed and remained until 1827 when he was dismissed. There was 
no settled pastor thereafter until 1844, when Rev. Levi Ballou, a 
Universalist, became pastor. This marked the definite control of the _ 
church by the Universalists although the Unitarians continued to support 
it. In 1858, the name of the church was changed to the Second Universes} (aaa 
Society of Deenear to distinguish this church from the First Universalist 
Society in Orange (see entry 34) which had been organized in 1851. The 
present structure, of Colonial style, is a wooden frame building painted 
white, with a belfry containing a clock. 


See: William Lord, "History of the Second Universalist Church of 
Orange on its 150th Anniversary," 1931, in custody of author and kept in 
vault of Athol Cooperative Bank, Athol; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir 
Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 81, for picture 
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of church: 


Minutes with some baptismal records, scattered 1781--, 3 vols., firee a 
Winaad in vault of Athol Cooperative Bank, Exchange Street, Athol and in 
ustody of Mr. William Lord, historian, 64 Exchange Street, Athol, second 
mk at home and in custody of Rev. Peter J. McInnis, pastor, North Orange 
Center, current volume at home and in custody of Mr. H. Floyd French, clerk, 
North panes Center, Minutes; membership, officers, with receipts and ex- j 
penditures, 1877-1921, of Ladies' Social Circle, 1877~-, 4 vols., in custody 
of Mrs. Charles Newton, clerk, North Orange Canter, Register; communicants, { 
scattered 1792-1826, baptisms, scattered 1796- 1826, deaths, 1822- 27, mar- 
riages, 1822-27, with notes on installation and dismissel of Rev. Emerson 
Poster; 1762-90. 1° vol. fin Athol Cooperative Bank, and in custody of 


I, 
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) ‘Mr. William Lord; Baptisms, 1931--, 1 vol., in custody of Rev. Peter J. 

; ‘MeInnis, pastor, Norin Orange Center; Keceipts and expenditures, 1916--, 

' “1 vol., in custody of Mr. Euroy N. Harrington, treasurer, North Orange 

| Center; Receipts and expenditures, of Ladies! Social Circle, 1921--, 1 vol., 
: 


sin custody of Mrs. Eunice M. Davis, treasurer, North Orange, Receipts and 
Pxpenditures of Sunday School, 1914--, 3 vols., in custody of Mrs. David 
Gate. Membership and attendance records of Sunday School, 1985--, 1 Vol,:, 


|| 9in custody of Mrs. David Gale, superintendent, Tully Village, Orange; 

| Rev. Charles Conklin, Historical Address delivered in the North Orange 

|| Universalist Church at the One Hundred and d Twenty-fifth A Anniversary of the 
| Building of the First Parish Church in Orange, now the Second Universalist 
| ‘Society, May 11 oCey "1906, Hote Olen. Madero ily dam possession of the 
Universalist ie torical Society Ee in hips of Professor Alfred Storer 


Cole. 


_ Property recordings at Franklin County Registry of Deeds, Greenfiela: 
NLand at corner of Main Strect and North Road, two purchases, vol. 81, 
p. 544,recorded March 14, 1833; vol. 254, p. 280, recorded November 12, 1868; 
Me. 005; p. 382, Pecorded March 8, 1915; land on North Road, purchase and 
"deed of correction, vol. 338, p. 84, recorded May 28, 1878; vol. 337, 
mp. 07, recorded June 10, 1878. 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Change of name from First Congrega- 
tionai Parish and Society of Orange to Second Universalist Society of 
Orange, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1868, ch. 170, approved May 1, 1868: 


46. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOC 
Society, commonly c2ll 
Pine Street, Milford. 


LETT: IN eer (Indewendent Christian 
ed Universalist; Brick Church), 1781--, 


Universalism was preached in Milford in the first year of the incorpo- 
"rated town, 1781, by Rev. Adam Streeter, services being held monthiy. Four 
' years later, in August 1785, the Independent Christian Society, commonly 
|" Called Universalist was organized. The meetings continued once a month 
| in the homes of the society's various members until September 14, 1786, 
|" when the Rev. Mr. Streeter died. The socicty continued, elvheue no reguiar 
"preaching was held for several years. In December 1787, it adopted .the 
religious compact recommended by the then recently organized Universalist 
- General. Convention (see entry 1) to all its constituent societies. Rev. 
Zephenia Lathe was engaged on May 31, 1790, for monthly services, remaining 
‘with the society for 7 years. In 1791, the town voted the society the 
y privilege of hciding meetings in "Town's Meetinghouse," on weekdays, when 
' the building was not otherwise wanted. After the Rev. Mr. Lathe left the 
_ perish, the society continued to hold its meetings either monthly or less 
frequently from 1797 to 1819. Preachers who supplied during this period 
_ were Revs. Joshua Flagg, Richard Carrique, Caleb Rich and John Murray. In 
” 1619 , a controversy arose between the town and the parish, the Congregational 
i) Church of Christ (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives 
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in Massachus etts) concerning the ownership .of the old meetinghouse, and a. 

ae of the town group joined the Universalists. Bina: proprietors 
iated themselves in 1820 to erect the “Brick: Church.” “This building 
isdicated on January 10, 1821. The Universalists had endeavored to 
othe new edifice which was located at the corner of Main and Pearl 


:t3 opposite the Town Hall,.superior in every way to the parish Ki 
nghouse. The "Briek Church," therefore, was larger, it had a tower 


62 fees in height, and one of "Holbrook's" best village clocks adorned 7 
At 4 Cato oe pel) was 500 pounds heavier than the one used. by the parish. X 
“ Ley 
From 1221 to 1879 there was a succession of 21 pastors. On. December i 

). 1323. when the Southern Association of Universalists (see entry 10) @ 
convened in the "Brick Church,” Rev. Adin Ballou was ordained:  90f ae 
“scember 26, 1824, the society was incorporated as the First Universalist a 
ciety in Milford. In 1849, a church organization was established, 


The "Brick Church" was used until 1850, when the society erected-its 
second edifice on the eastly side of Pearl Street, directly opposite the 
irst church building. The "Brick Church" was later converted (aoe 
garage. The new building was necessitated in order to provide more room 
for a growing membership; it had a large basement vestry. The membership 
increased from 1851 to 1899, and it was decided to build a larger church. 
Work on the present church, located on Pine Street, was begun in 1899), 
and on March 22, 1900, it was dedicated. The church, English Gothic in 
design, was constructed of Milford pink granite. The vacated church on 
Pearl Street, which was sold to the town on April 30, 1900, was destroyed 
by fire that same year. | 


cy 

pe 

Ps 
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Rev. Henry F. Fister, the present minister, now in the 31st year of 
his pastorate, has the Longest tenure of any of the society's ministers, 


See: Rev. Henry F. Fister, "History of the First Universalist Society 
in Milford" in The Christian Leader, October 17, 1931; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magaz Zine, September 18, 1841; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir 
Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 33 for picture of 
church, 


Minutes of society, and of standing committee, aus. financial accounts, 
and constitution, 1791--, 3 vols., in custody of Mr. Frederick A. Gould, 
parish clerk, 4 Gibbon Avenue, Milford; Minutes of church, 1929--, 1 vol., {a 
in. custody of Mrs. Augusta Consoletti, church Bite 60 Pine Strest, Milfonaa® 
Register; bapjism, deaths, and list of church members, 1870--, 2 yols., 
in custody of Mrs. Augusta Consoletti, church clerk, Treasurer's accounts 
for aie School, with reports of superintendents and lists of pupils, 
1837--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Clara’ B. Hartman, recording secretary, 
Ol Jefferson pane ts Milford. ‘The following records are in possession of 
the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody = 
of Professor Alfre d Storer Cole; Clippings: "History of the Univers jenna: 
society in Milford" in Lrumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 26, 
September 2 and 9, 1848, 3 items; "The New Chureh in Milford, Mass. ,” 
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"Dedication" in Universalist Leader, March 3, 1900, 1 item; "One Hundred 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary at Milford, Mass."" in Universalist Leader, 
ober 22, 1916, 1 item; Address by Hosea Starr Ballou, containing 
graphical and genealogical sketch of Rev. Adam Streeter, 1755-86, first 
stor, read at 125th. anniversary, 1906, t.ms., 6 pp., 1 eae Historical 
er by Rev. Henry F. Fister, read at 150th. anniversary, 1931, 7 pp., 
printed. 
' Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Land on Main Street, purchase, quitclaim to building, 
quitclaim eo/tand,"and sale, vol. 256, p. 377, recorded March 11, 1824: 
vol. mmoy, p-. 119, recorded September 25, 1853; vol. 1648, p.: 214, recorded 
April Soy 2700; Vol. 1648, p, 215, recorded April 30, 1900; Land on 
Pearl Rivest, purchase, mortgage and discharge, partied sale, and sale, 
Woes 467, p. 209, recorded September 3, 1850; vol: 1034, p. 600, recorded 
August 12, oo7e, vol, 1201, p. 500, recorded August 12; 1878: vol. 1648, 
p. 212, recorded April 30, 1900; vol. 1648, p. 215, recorded April 30, 
a 1900; Land on Pine Street, purchase and transfer to the society, mortgage 
@nd discharge, vol. 1559, p. 647, recorded December 7, 1897; vol. 1658, 
” 274, recorded August 14, 1900; vol. 1925, p. 86, recorded February 5, 
91910; Extracts of will of Isaac Newton Davis, vol. 640, p. 336, recorded 
May 50, 1861; Agreement with trustees of Davis Estate, vol. 1855, p. 556, 
Tecorded June 14, 1907; Two lots, one on Pine Street, and the other on 
West Walnut Street extension, quitclaim, vol. 1877, p. 452, recorded 
May 12. 1908; Land on Court Street, grant and sale, vol. 1937, p. 51, 
meeoraed June 18, 1910; vol. 1937, p. 52, recorded June 18, 1910; Land 
on North Bow Street, grant and sale, vol. 1937, p. 51, recorded June 18, 
1910; vol. 1998, p. 4, recorded June 18, 1912; Land on Bow Street, grant 
and Save. vol, 1957, p. 51, recorded June 18, 1910; vol. 1998, p. 8 
recorded June 22, 1912; Land on Main Street, bequest by will of Roanna 
S. Patch, end sale, Worcester County Probate Court, Worcester, Case #35275, 
Wyyol. 604, p. 456, allowed November 7, 1905; vol. 1923, p. 574, recorded 
pPebruary 2, 1910. 


47, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN BOSTON (Church of God, commonly 
ealled Universalist; First Universal Society of Boston), 1785-1864 
(defunct), corner of Hanover and North Bennett Streets, Boston. 


The First. Universalist Society in Boston came into being as a result 

‘of the preaching of Rev. John Murray, its organization being aided by Rev. 
‘Adam Streeter. In 1785, the Universalists purchased a meetinghouse at the 
corner of Middle and Bennett Streets, now known as Hanover and Nerth Bennett 
Streets. This building, erected in 1741, had been occupied since that time 
by an independent congregation, known as the Church of Christ, (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts), under the 
leadership of Rev. Samuel Mather. 
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Prior to the purchase of this building, the Rev. Mr. Murray had been ~ 
preaching occasionally in Boston since 1774 in the Neneeae woes House, | | 
located opposite the site where the Park Street Church now stands, in the 
residence of his friend Mr. Peck, and at Faneuil Hall. Such crowds had 
attended his preaching that many of the proprietors of Rev. Andrew Croswell's 
meetinghouse on School Street (see forthcoming inventory of Congregational ; 
Archives in Massachusetts), desired that he be invited to preach therein. 
This society also was an independent group, gathered under the leadership 
of its minister. The Rev. Mr. Croswell, was bitterly opposed to Arminiani 
and, therefore, to the views expressed by the Rev. Mr. Murray. The house 
was, however, opened to the Universalist against the wishes of its minister. 
On subsequent occasions, the Rev. Mr. Croswell tried to prevent the Rev. 
Mr. Murray from entering the pulpit, and upon one occesion the Rev. 

Mr. Murray “found that the cushions had been sprinkled with a noxious drug, — 
the strong effluvia from which almost prevented him from speaking. In the -@ 
nidst of the service, many stones were violently thrown through the windows, — 
and much alarm was excited. .. . Lifting one of these, weighing about a 
pound and a half, and waving it in view cf the people, he remarked, ‘This 
argument is solid and weighty, but it is neither rational nor convincing. * 
Though earnestly besought to leave the pulpit, as his life was in danger, 
he steadfastly refused, declaring himself immortal while any duty remained 
to him on earth. In this scene culminated the riotous opposition to 
Universalism in Boston."+ 
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With their orgenization effected, and their meetinghouse purchased, 
the Universalists called Rev. George Richards, a former school teacher, as 
their first settled minister. In 1786, the Universalist in Gloucester 
agreed to release the Rev. Mr. Murray 1 Sunday a month, in order that he 
might preach in Boston, and 2 years later, an arrangement was made whereby | 
he divided his time equally between the two societies. So successful was . 
his ministry in Boston, and with the opportunity of reaching greater number, 
the Rev. Mr. Murray accepted the invitation of the First Universalist Society 
in Boston and became the settled pastor of the society in 1793. It appears 
from the records that he encountered some difficulty in obtaining his wood 
Supply. In 1801, in a letter to the society, he wrote: "Given me the rank 
of clergyman, it has been the custom for time immemorial for the people to 
furnish their minister with his wood." But after a time, the society evid- 
ently became lax in this matter, for, in a letter written in 1804, the Rev. 
Mr. Murray requests an increase in salary, and hepes "that in the future, 
they will have the goodness to let me have my wood in the same manner every 
laborer in the ministry in this metropolis has it, that I may not suffer in 
comparison with others." The meetinghouse had been enlarged in 1792, and 
& second enlargement was necessitated in 1806, during which time the society 
worshipped at Faneuil Hall. That same year, the society was incorporated 
as the First Universal Society of Boston. | 


Bo cen oT ae ee eT aaa ; 
i. Quoted in N. Justin Winsor's Memorial History of Boston, vol. o 
Alonzo Ames Miner, "The Century of Universalism," p. 487. 
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mee one Rev. iir, Murray was stricken with cee in October 1809, and 
active ministry was carried on by associates until his death. in) Laie, 


Nepales ivtehell became associate pastor se the church on September 12, 
> serving a pastorate of about a year, when he returned to a pastorate 

| New Yori. Rev. Paul Dean, who had received fellowship from the General 
myenvion of Universalists of the New England States and Others (see entry 
Bam 1805, and had been ordained by that body in 1806, became associate 
muer of the First Universal Society in Boston in teaeine 1813, continu- 


i iY 
. * ? 
moO Serve the society after the Rev. Mr. Murrey's death, and orobably 


o. ‘The meetinghouse was renaired and remodeled in 1824 and Lee) pe bat 
2 Prick edifice was erected on the same Site, which was dedicated on 
ery 1, 1839. During these .veriods of alteration and Nig Oy 0 a Wion GY MAM Ia se 
able that the First Universalist Society worshipped in the meetinghouse 
he Second Uni wevselis t Society on School Street; in any event, such 
ations were extended. It is apparent from the records that a store 
stores at 352 and 338 Hanover Street were connected with this building. 
ppears also thet a room in the basement was leased by the cit ty of Boston 
Om 1655 to 1860 for use as a primary school. 


mn 1622, Rev. Sevastian Streeter, who had been educated for the legal 
ession but had become interested in Universalism and had received fellow- 
9 from the General Convention of Universalists of the New Nngland States 
Others in 1805, became minister of the society serving a pastorate of 
years. Rev. Noah M. Gaylord became minister in 1858, resigning his 

tion on October 28, 1860. During the following year, the church was 

ed. Under the ministry of Rev. Thomas W. Silloway, services were re- 

on November 3, 1861, in the lecture room, which were so successful 

ell attended eet on December 29 they were transferred to the 

torium. Population ame in the North End of Boston made it in- 

singly difficult for the society to survive. Two letters written by 
Sebastian Streeter in 1864 are among the records of the society, the 
reducing his salary, and the second relinguishing it entirely. Sale 
the property to the Boston Bethel Society (see forthcoming Inventory 
Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) had been under consideration since 

59, and 1864 the property was sold. The Rev. Mr. Silloway preached a 
rewell sermon reviewing the history of the church on May 29, eae and 

© following day the assets of the society were divided among the ~ronrietors. 
rtrait of the Rev. Mr. Murray and the pulpit which he had paeantes were 
to the Universalist Historical Society at Tufts College. . : 


' See: Articles of Faith and Uniting eee adopted by the members of 


Universal Church in Boston, February 1795, 8 pp., in the rare-volume 
artment of the Boston Public Library, The Trumpet, and Universalist 
ezine, August 25, 1838, and January 5, 1839; Thomas W. Silloway, An 
Orical Discourse Delivered in the First Universalist Meetinghouse, 
On, sunday, May 29, 1864, on the occasion of Taking Final Leave of the 
ses (Boston, Press of Dakin, Davies and Metcalf, ep in the Boston Public 
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eee: Thomas W. Silloway, "The First Universalist Church of Boston,” 4 

in The Universalist Leader, July 19, 1902; N. Justin Winsor, Memorial i 

History of Boston, vol. 3, Alonzo Ames iliner, "The Century of Universelism,” 

». 480 for victure of first mectinghouse, and p. 486 for picture of Rev. J 

John Murrey. i ha cat Streeter, God's Works Remembered, discourse in the — 


First Universalist Society, June 24, 1838, Boston, 1838, 24 pp., in the | 
rare-volume eneotment of the Boston Puolie Library. ‘ 


The following records are in the possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society at Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor 
Alfred Storer Cole: Minutes of standing committee, 1815-48, with minutes 
of proprietors, 1815-34, reports of officers and committees, and copy of 
act to set incorporate the proprietors of society, March 6, 1806, 35 volsam 
Extract of minutes of society, relative to alteration of building plans, 


re ‘ 
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£ 
June 7, 1838; Extract of minutes of society, reporting appointment of 2 | 
committee to dispose of property, February 10, 1861; Extract of minutes S| 
of society, reporting appointment of committee to execute deed of con- S| 
veyance of property to the Boston Baptist Bethel Society, May 24, 1864; S| 
Receipts and expenditures of society, 1850-64, with list of pewholders ‘ i 
and tax accounts, and with record of disposition of society's assets among || 
proprietors, Mey 30, 1864, 2 vols.; Subscription list, for support of Reyes 

John Murray, and for other expenses of society, 1795; itemized statement 
of salary received and balance due the Rev. Mr. Murray, 1796-1800, 1800; . 
Treasurer's account and report of finance committee, relative to reduction . 
of building debt, 1848-54, 1 vol.; Treasurer's reports, 1792-1862, 70; a 
paige notes, canceled, 1798-1864, 165; Receipted bills, expenses | 
neurred for church maintenance, 1824-64, 1, 173; Receipts for salaries, . 
1824-64, 1, 150; Receinted state, county and city tax bills (store property), 


1840-63, 19: Receints for pew rentals, 1793-1842, 17; Receipts from sale of, 
pews, 1793-1864, 40; Receipts for surplus from sale of pews at auction, " 
1828-30, 5; Pew deeds, 1796-1863, 125; Transfer of pew deeds, dates of ¢ 
issue, 1796-1855, dates of transfer, 1801-65, 207; Certificates of ios¢ a 
2 
| 


—-—_—_—— 
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pew deeds, 1864-8; Valuation of pews by assessors, 1793-1837, 7; List of 
pewholders, n.d.; Reports of standing committee, 1799-1864, 57; Report of © 
committee appointed to collect funds for purchase of portrait of the | 
Rev. Mr. Murray, 1825; Report of building committee, appointed May 30, 1838) 
n.-d.; Revort of committee appointed to avpraise een of society, 1844; és 
Reports of »vuilding, relief, music and other committees of society, @ 
g 


d 
1799-1864, 209; Reports, eee change in bylaws, relative to; nvdiauues [ 
Agreements: between John Sweetser of Charlestown and society to build 12 pew 
in south gallery of Murray meetinghouse, 1806; between society and pewholders 
to convey interest in old meetinghouse in order to raise money for erection | 
of new edifice, 1857; 3 sets; between Susan Parkman and society relative 
to changes in mortgage, 1838; between society and Thomas ©. Savory, to paint 
interior of church, 1843; between society and Wakefield and Aiken, to reslate 
roof of church, 1846; between George Stevens and society, to manufacture i 
and install organ, 1851; between society and Ansel N. Libby, Stillman H. Libo 
and Franklin F.iLibby, for alterations of store buildings at 332 and:aam : | 
Hanover Street, 1857; between pewholders in south gallery to allow Sunday q 
School to occupy pews, n.d.; Bonds covering treasurers of society, 1832-64, 1) 
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| in case of society, relative to disposition of society's property, 1861; 

| Mortgages, 1839, 1858, 2; Petition to society by John Davis, lessee, to 

| enter flue into chimney of meetinghouse, 1855; Leases, scattered, 1839-61, 

8; Deed from Joseph 2nd Sarah White to committee appointed by Church of 

Christ, for dwelling house and land at the corner of Middle and Bennett 

| Streets, Boston, copy, 1741; Deed from John and Ann Furness to standing 

| committee, for land on Bennett Street, 1792; Act of incorporation, copy, 

1806; Insurance policies on church organ, 1847-62, 16: Notices of public 

auction of pews, 1822-62,5 hdw., 5 ptd., 8; Notice of meeting of proprictors, 

| 9823-64, 5 hdw., 1 ptd., 6; Writ of attachment on pew, issued in case of 
"Silas and William Merriam vs. John Welch and C. H. Vose, 1846; Proxies 

by members, authorizing proprietors to vote in their stead, 1853-64, 50; 

Amendment to bylaws, 1849; Marriages, 1619-40, 1 vol., in possession of 

| Boston Registry Department; Letters: to building committee with proposals 
q for Duilding, 18356, 1838, n.d., 9; to John Brazer, from society, with thanks 

| "for gift of timepiece, 1792; to standing committee from Enoch H. Snelling, 

| Son behalf of 20 members, presents gift of timepiece for vestry, 1841; to 

| gociety, contributions from Ladies Levee, 1853, and from North End Social . 

| Parties, 1857, for organ, 2; from Rev. John Murray, to John Adems, relative 

| to political appointment for Epez Sargent, 1789, relative to Mrs. Adam's — 

convalescence, 1798, thanking him for entertainment at White House and for 

gifts of books, 1799, 3; ‘from the Rev. Mr. Murray, to committee, requesting 

Mthat he be furnished with wood, 1801; from the Rev. Mr. Murray, with thanks 

for vote of temporary release because of his health, 1803; from the Rev. 

Mr. Murray, requesting increase of salary and that wood be furnished hin, 

| 1804; from Lucius Paige, chairman of committee appointed by the United 

| States General Convention of Universalists, to standing committee, relative 

“to purchase of lot and erection of monument to the Rev. Mr. Murray in 

Mr. Auburn Cemetery, 1838; to standing committee, requesting loan of 

portrait of the Rev. Mr. Murray, 1852; from William Marble, chairman of 

proprietors, to Rev. Alonzo Ames Minor, president of Tufts College, tendering 

| ) portrait of the Rev. Mr. Murray, the pulpit which he had occupied, and 

Bithe Bibles in possession of proprietors, 1864; from Rev. Paul Dean 

to standing committee, requesting payment of note made August 7, 1822, 

1829; to Rev. Sebastian Streeter, offering him permanent pastorate, 

1824, from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, accepting position, 1824; from 

__ the Rev. Mr. Streeter, thanking the proprietors for gift of money, 

1829; to the Rev. Mr. Streeter, appeals for assistance, 1829, 1859, 

91834, 3; from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, requesting the appointment of 

‘a delegate to the Massachusetts State Convention to be held at Cheshire, 

1841; to and from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, concerning church affairs, -1820, 

1839, 1849, 3; from David Parker, offering portrait of the Rev. Mr., Streeter, 

1849; to the Rev. Mr. Streeter, presenting gift as a mark of esteem, 1860; 

| from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, thanking committee for gift of money, n.d.; 
from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, reducing his salary to improve financial condi- 

| tion of church, 1864; from the Rev. Mr. Streeter, relinquishing his salary, 

| n.d.; from Rev. Edward Turner, concerning supply of pulpit, 1861; from 

| Rev. Sumer Ellis, resigning pastorate, 1853; between Rev. Noah W. Gaylord 

| and standing committee F. U. S., in Boston, covering offer and acceptance, 
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continuence and resignation of pastorate, 1854, 1857-~- 60, 9 items; from 

Charics Bulfinch, giving permission to use Faneuil Hall. for ehurch services, 
1806: from Same] Nottage, superintendent of public buildings, notifying ‘ 
y that city wiil hire room in basement for primary school, 1805, bs) 


SOCLETS 

and terminating: occupancy, 18605, 23, to bhe standing committee, concerning 4 

offer made by mayor relative to use of water from roof .of cour LS25¢ { 

hy atandinz committee from David Parker, relative to vote of society that 
"the interest: of the church would be advanced and the prosperity of the “gy 


ocder increased by their holding monthly meetings, for the purpose of 
mutual instruction in the ways of truth and righteousness," 1840; to 

s comittee from David Kimball, chairman of the Bulfinch Street 

| refusing to.sell property at price offered, 1859; to end from 
standing committee, scattered 1800-64, 50;.to and from J. Edward Davis, a 
glerk, 1857-64, 5; from society to Trade Union of Boston and Vicinity, . 
granting use of church, 1835; from Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 
requesting use of church, 1836; to William Palfry, granting use of ag 
vestry of First Universalist Society for ordination and installation of 
Joshua Young as minister of the New North Religious Society, 1849; to and 
from standing committee, relative to requests for use of church for lectures, 
concerts and meetings, 1835-58, 15; relative to singing choir, 1807-59, 23; 
to and from New North Church, invitations to worship jointly, 1836-62, 8; 
from Second Universalist Society in Boston, offering First Society use of 
Second Society's meetinghouse, 1824, 1838, 1848, 1864, 5; from Second é 
Universalist Society, thanking First Society for use of church during re- 
building of Second Society's meetinghouse, 1845; from Second Universalist 
Society, suggesting joint meeting to arrange for entertainment of members 

of United States Convention of Universalists, 1838; from Second Universalist 
Society, asking views on appeal, 1829; from North Bennett Methodist Society, — 
invitation to worship, 1849; from South Universalist Society in Boston, ~, 
Universalist Free Church in Boston and Universalist societies in Cambridge, 
East Cambridge, East Boston, Gloucester, Lynn and Marblehead, and from 
German Lutheran Society in Boston and First Independent Baptist Chureh 
(colored) in Boston, soliciting aid, and other appeals, 1828-55, 19; from 
Female Samaritan Society to standing committee, relative to use of church Y 
and assistance, 1823-62, 19; relative to church business, 1794-1861, 11; 3 
to and from Boston Baptist Bethel'Society, rélative'to sale of property of _ 
First Universalist Society, 1859-64, 11; from J. Edward Davis, last clerk 
or re to Universalist Historical Society, depositing records of . 
society, 1879; to Robert Keith, chairman standing committee, from Rev. at 
Sebastian Rem inquiring if he shall go as a representative of the | 
fiftieth annual session at Hartford, Conns;:, "1865, 1 ‘item; to standing 
committee from Rev. W. R. Danforth, Providence, Rhode Island, of request 
and of thanks for loan of portrait of Rev. John Murray, 1852, 2 items; 
from Mr. J. N. Austin, Auburn , New York, clerk, United Seated Convention oe 
of Universalists, 1857, 1 item: from Rev. Noah M, Gaylord, Brooklyn, ia 
New York, acknowledging letter from F. U. S., 1861, ‘1 item; from Mr. J. W. 
Tuttle, Fulton, New York, 1851, 3 items; from Mr. W. H. Waggoner, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1861, 1.item; from Mr. Samuel Smith, application | ’ 
for assistance from Universalist Society, Saratoga, New York, Loed aa item; 
Thomes W. pags Le Historical Discourses Delivered in in -1st Universalist y 
Meetinghouse, Sunday Nay 29, 1864, (Boston, Davies and Metcalf, 1864), 25 pp. 
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| Register: Marriages, 1819-40, 1 vol., in possession of the Boston Registry 
| Department, City Hall, Boston. 


| = Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: Site 
of church, purchase from "proprietors of Mather's meetinghouse," and sale, 

. vol. 159, p. 21, recorded October 19, 1786; vol. 843, p. 248, recorded 
May 28, 1864. 


| Record of Legisiative Enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts Special 
Laws, 1805, ch. 81, approved March 8, 1806; authority to sell property, 


“Ibid., 1864, ch. 247, approved May 13, 1864. 


47A. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN BOSTON, SUNDAY SCHOOL and SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION, 1817-1909 (defunct). 


i: _ The Second Universalist Sunday School in America was organized in 
| "Boston in 1817 by Rev. Paul Dean, minister of the First Universalist Society. 
| After the dissolution of the society, a group which had been known as 
| "Government," composed of the teachers and officers of the Sunday School, 
was succeeded by the Sunday School Teachers' Association. This Association 
“was formerly organized on November 1, 1864, and remained active until 1909, 
| when the group was so small that at a meeting held on December 16, it was 
| decided to disband. 

a 
. The following records are in possession of the Universalist Historical . 
society at Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer 
Cole: Minutes of Sunday School, 1836-40, 1842-64, and of Sunday School 
- Teachers' Association, 1865-1909, with constitution and bylaws, list of 
‘teachers, officers and pupils, and attendance, 11 vols.; Register of teach- 
ers and pupils, 1833-53, 7 vols.; Receipts and expenditures, with payments 
| for salaries, church maintenance, and beneficences, 1823-73 (with gap be- 
| “tween 1864-68), 2 vols.; Subscription list, for books for library, 1837, 
| item; Receipted bills, 1837-63, 344. items; Constitution, 1858, 2 items; 
Amendments to constitution, 1841; Historical Sketch, copy of original 
ich was placed in cornerstone of 1838 meetinghouse, n.d., 1 vol.; Reports: 
Superintendent's, 1840-57, 21 items; treasurer's, 1859-57, 16 items; 
treasurer of teachers' festival, 1856, 1 item; secretary's, 1852-55, and 
d., 16 items; librarian's, 1852-57, and n.d., 15 items; committees, 1838-58, 
“and n.d., 60 items; Catalogues of library books, 1850, and n.d., Ee VOLS: S 
Teachers' attendance, 1844-45, loose sheet; Rules and regulations for teachers, 
1838, 1 item; Programs: Order of exercises of exhibitions, 1839, 1 item; 
| order of exercises for 36th and 40th anniversaries, 1855, 1857, ptd., & items; 
| Resolutions, 1841, 1843, 1845, 3 items; Circulars, 1848, 1852, and 1855, 
printed, 3 items; Letters: from Abner W. Pollard, proprietor's clerk, 
| informing Sabbath School Association committee that the subject of a new 
house and vestry is before the society, 1837, 1 item; from J. D. W. Ivy to 
illiam Marble, superintendent, requesting the school to accept diary of 
os Laurence as a gift, 1855, 1 item; from Universalist Sabbath School 
| Union of Boston to Teachers' Association, thanking Association for portrait 
| of Rev. Sebastian Streeter, 1856, 1 item; relative to routine Sunday School 


administration, 1837-57, and n.d., 44 items. 
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48, SECOND UNIVERSALIST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, OXFORD ‘Second Religious — 
Society in Oxford), 1785--, Main Street, Oxford 


of 
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Two men, Isaac Davis, a physician from Somers, Connecticit, and Caleb — 
Rich, a soldier from Sutton and Warwick were responsible for spreading 4 
the doctrine of Universalism in Oxford through conversations on their — 
frequent visits there Not until 1777 did the movement take definite a 
form. Thenit was that Rev. Adam Streeter who had been the Baptist minister 
in Charleton and Douglas 'see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives © 
in Massachusetts), came to Oxford and the neighboring towns to preach 
Universalism. For 8 years he preached, supported only by contributions 
from believers who, in addition, were obliged by law to support the 
established church. In order to release themselves from this tax, on . 
April 27, 1785, a number of converts met in the schoolhouse at Oxford Piain 
to form a society, which was called the Second Reiigious Society in Oxford 
in the Third Independent Religious Society in the Commonwealth of — 
Massachusetts, called Universalists A charter of compact, received from 
the Independent Christian Society of Gloucester, (see entry 44 , was adoptei 
and a subscription for the support of the Rev. Mr. Streeter appended 
This was signed by 135 persons, residents of Charleton, Dudley, Holland, ~ 
Oxford, Sturbridge, Sutton, Ward now Auburn) and Woodstock ‘Conn * 
The new church was soon host to delegates from about 10 other societies 
who came together in self-defense, to assume a demoninational name and aa 
form and publish a written profession of faith After the death of the 
Rev. Mr. Streeter in September 1786, the society had no regular minister 
until 1788. Under Rev. Thomas Barnes, who had been a Baptist, and who 
came to the society in 1889. a meetinghouse was built In 1793, after the” 
end of the Rev. Mr. Barnes’ pastorate, there was no settled minister, but 
preaching took place at least once a month in the unfinished church ” 
On September 4, 1793, the convention was held in Oxford at which time the 
church was dedicated. Again the next year, when the convention assembied — 
in Oxford, Rev. Hosea Ballou was ordained. From 1797 to 1811, the society | 
had no regular preacher, supplies being used, with Rev Hosea Ballou and 
Rev. Edward Turner occupying the pulpit from 1801 to 1803 In the gale. ‘opal 
1815 the church steeple was destroyed, being replaced 2 years later The he 
society was generous in the use of its edifice, giving it for town meetings 
in 1804 and later in 1818 allowing the Congregational Society © see forthcomir 
inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) to use it one Sunda ‘ 
each month for a year? in 1818, the Universalists came near losing con 
of the meetinghouse by the sale of pews to defray the costs of repairs 
For 10 years the society was in a weakened state, with supply ministers preach: 
only occasionally. In 1828, Rev. Lyman Maynard was invited to serve as - 
regular pastor and under his leadership the church was reorganized, taking © 
the name Second Universalist Christian Church, Oxford The new society 
was founded on a liberal doctrine and did not distinguish "between sey 
Universalists and Restorationists " After the Rev Mr Maynard left in 188 4 
the society decided to have a strictly restorationist minister 
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In 1855 the church was rented to Rev. Benjamin Paine, a Methodist who 

laid the groundwork for local Methodism (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist 

Archives in Massachusetts). Once more, the Universalists nearly lost control 

the meetinghouse by the sale of pews. Two years later, it was voted to 

se the church if the Methodists refused to pay the rent. The differences 

were finally settled and the Methodists went to another church to hold their 
vices. Left in control, the Universalists again sought to have regular 

nisters, three of whom served before May 1846, when the edifice was re- 

dicated after being remodeled. Expense of the renovations was assumed 

' subscribers, who took a lease of the lower floor for commercial purposes. 


7 From 1846 to 1874, supply and resident preachers alternated, the last 
sttled minister being Rev. Albert Tyler. Until 1884, two pastors from the 
ster church (see entry 232) supplied. From 1884 to 1887, meetings were 
gular. Preachers from Charlton and Webster continued to serve the Oxford 
ety until 1895 when the church became inactive. In 1907 it revived and 
rvices were held until 1911, when it once more became inactive, remaining 
until 1917, when the property was transferred to the Heeaae nonetee 

| Universalist Weer ention: 

| j ' Summer services only, are now held in the old church, which is the 
\Meldest standing Universalist church in the world. 


_ Albert Tyler, Historical Address, (Oxford, Ladies’ Unity Circle, 
? 1) a copy | at Public Library, Worcester; Percy bea Leavitt, 
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eture of church; Reino and Universalist Magazine, April “10, 1841. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 130, cites records, 1785-1885, but no records 
ave been found except “Centennial of Universalism - Historical Sketch and 
nteresting Exercises at Oxford" in Webster Times, September 18, 1885, 1 item, 
N possession of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, 
in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


Property recordings in the Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
eeds, Worcester: No record of land given society in 1791; lease of base- 

it rooms, vol. 605, p. 557, recorded March 24, 1846; shares of lease,.sale, 
. 636, p. 340, recorded February 8, 1861; vol. 218, p. 181, recorded 

uary 20, 1866; petition to clear Lite. vol. 2120, 0. 599, recorded 
ember 30, 1916; decree of clear title, vol. 2136, p. 436, recorded 

, 1917; sale to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Land Register 


cument No. 2082, recorded October 29, 1917. 


49. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1791-ca. 1794, Egremont. 


iv. It is apparent that a Universalist Society existed in Egremont for a 
| short period. In 1791, when the Articles of Faith were altered to make a 


4 
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more explicit statement of Bel iyand sa. the First Universalist Society in a 
Boston (see entry 47) sought to bring other congregations into organized 
form on this basis. To this end they wrote to the believers in various y 
towns. The society in Egremont refused to ae it, querying, "whether 
a particular compact can be entered into to satisfy the different members — 
in so large a field." The records show that a the Philadelphia Convention 
in 1794, "a letter from a sister church in “eremont, County of Berkshire, — 
Massachusetts, consisting of thirty members,” was read. The society probe 
had only a briet existence, as it is not tiaten in the Directory which 
started in 18356. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


50. UNIVERSALIST CHURCH AND SOCIETY OF PETERSHAM, HARDWTCK, AND: 
GREENWICH, ca. 1792-? (defunct), Hardwick. 


Very little is known concerning this society. In giving an account 
of the progress of Universalism in New England to the Philadelphia . 
Convention, the standing committee of the First Universalist Society in || 
Boston (see entry 47) referred in 1792 to Hardwick and Petersham as 
containing "several warm friends to the cause." The committee further 
Stated that "They have come into order in several of these towns, and ; 
have not only profession, but also possession. "© Thon in 1795 David Pratt 
deeded a lot of land in Hardwick to "Nathaniel Gleason of Hardwick, Earle . 
Flagg of Barre, and Silas Johnson of Petersham ..; . a committee and in 
behalf of themselves and other proprietors and such members of the 
Universalist Church and Society of the town of Petersham, Hardwick, and 
Greenwych." Nothing further has been gathered concerning the ministers 
who served this society nor the date on which it became defunct but oa 
it is possible that its members subsequently joined the First Universalist 
Society and Church of Hardwick (see entry 88) and the First Universaligt™ , 
Society in Petersham (see entry 138). 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at the Worcester County, South District, Registry. 
of Deeas, Worcester: Land in Hardwick, purchase, vols 1275 in 410, 


recorded April 13, 1796. (No further recording of this property has 
been found.) 


1. Richard Eday, Universalism in America, (Boston, 1886) vol. aS ; 
pp. 348, 438. 


2. Quoted in Eddy, Universalism in America, Ly ea SGe 
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5). ‘UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1792-ca. 1827 (defunct), Bellingham. 


It is apparent that from 1792, Universalist preaching was maintained 
for a period of time in Bellingham. The Directory does not list 
Bellingham, a regular society may not have existed. But at Bellingham, 
and some other places, "the word is preached once a month. Numbers attend 
on these occasions and declare themselves well pleasea."+ Moreover, the 
“society at Bellingham was one of those invited to join the Providence 
Association of Universalists (see entry 11) in 1827.* 


No records have been found. 


52. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH IN DANA (First Universalist Society 
in Dana; Mason-Hale Vesper Services; Dana Memorial Vespers) , 
1794--, North Main Street, Urange. 


A Universalist society was organized in Dana in 1794, and Rev. Hosea 
' Ballou became the first pastor in that year, remaining until 1802. He 
supplied pulpits in Oxford and Charlton (see entries 48 and 101) part. of 
the time while at Dana, and taught school and farmed as well. Services 
were held in the Baptist meetinghouse (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist 
Archives in Massachusetts) in Dana Centre from 1794-1840; then in the 
Methodist meetinghouse (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Archives 
in Massachusetts) on the corner of East and Main Streets from 1840-98. 
During that period the society did not always have a pastor, nor were sery- 
ices regularly held, but the organization continued with little interrup- 
fon. in 1889 the society voted to organize a church, calling it the First 
» Universalist Society in Dana. In 1897, when land was purchased on the south 
side of East Street for the erection of a building, the name used was First 
Universalist Parish of Dana. Services were held regularly thereafter, the 
pastor serving the Orange church (see entry 45) as well. In 1929, the 
Mason-Hale Vesper Services were instituted in memory of two women who had 
left bequests to the church. When the Metropolitan District Water Supply 
Commission undertook to build a new reservoir system, entailing the 
obliteration of several towns including Dana, the church property was all 
sold to the Commission. The furnishing, organ, pulpit, and pews were given 
to the Central Congregational Church of New Salem (see forthcoming Inventory 


of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts). The vesper services were 
continued, in the summer in this Congregational church, and in the winter 


in the Universalist church at Orange. Since 19359 the vesper services 
have been known as the Dana Memorial Vespers. Rev. Ernest Whitesmith was 


1. Eddy, Universalism in America, I, pp. 348, 438. 
BR et Pso4; Al, Dp, 326. 
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the last resident pastor. After him, Rev. Wallace Fish was engaged to conduct 
the Memorial Vespers. In recent years, Rev. Douglas Hill Robbins of Orange 

(see entry 134) has been considered the pastor because the Vespers are usu= 9 
ally held in his church. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist " 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 51 for picture of church. . 


Minutes of society, 1889--~, 3 vols.; Minutes of trustees (in charge of 
property and trust funds) and accounts, 1916--, 1 vol.; Receipts and 7 
expenditures, 1913--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mr. Myron Doubleday 
treasurer, 106 Allen Street, Athol; Constitution, 1889, 1 vol.; ali veces ’ 
except as otherwise noted in possession and custody of Mrs. Celia L. Lego, 
Petersham Road, Athol; Sermons by Rev. Casiel E. Fuller, Universalist 
society, Dana, n.d. 5 items, in possession of the Attleboro Public Library; 
AttLeboro. 


Property recordings in the Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Site of meetinghouse in North Dana, purchase, transfer t 
to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, grant to Massachusetts — 
Universalist Convention, sale to Commonwealth of Massachusetts, vote con- 
firming sale, and quitclaim to Commonwealth of Massachusetts, vol. LORE 
p. 628, recorded May 4, 1898; vol. 2100, p. 311, recorded April lly 2ete7 " 
vol. 2568, p. 425, recorded August 10, 1932; vol. 2568, p. 421, recorded | 
BUZUSt OTT foe, vol. 2060, 0. 421! “recorded August 10, 1932; voll» 2oees q 
p. 425, recorded August 10, 1932; Site of personage in North Dana, purchase, 
Sale to Commonwealth of Massachusetts, vote authorizing quitclaim, and 
quitclaim to Commonwealth of Massachusetts, vol. 1875, p. 243, recorded “ 
March 6, 1908; vol. 2568, p. 425, recorded August 10, 1932; vol. 2566s a 
p. 421, recorded August 10, 1932; vol. 2568, p. 423, recorded August 10; 1932. 


55. FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HARVARD (Second Universalist) 


Society in Harvard), 1798-1866 (defunct) in the rear of the Town 
Hall, Harvard. 
¢ 


Excluded from the Still River Baptist Church (see forthcoming Inventory o 
Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) because of their belief in tne doctrine of — 
Universalism, a small group of individuals in Harvard held meetings before | 
1800. Rev. Isaiah Parker, who had founded the Baptist church in 1776 and. 
was its pastor, became converted to Universalism and in 1798 withdrew from 
the Baptist church with his followers. Meetings were held in a schoolhouse 
with the Rev. Mr. Parker preaching. Two sermons in defense of his Universal- — 
ist convictions were printed in 1804 at the Still River Press in Still River, — 
the southern part of Harvard. In 1806, when he left Harvard, the Universal- 
ists were without a preacher, but conducted services in private homes. — 
About 1806 the Rev. Mr. Parker preached in Shirley and a number of the Harvard 
group may have followed him there (see entry 61). Historians give little 
information concerning the activities of the Harvard group from 1806 to 18200 


o 
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but in that year the group was influential enough to secure the use of the 
town meetinghouse for Sunday services. Formal organization of the society 
took place on March 29, 1830, when 60 persons entered into a "compact ," 

and adopted the name of the Second Universalist Society in Harvard. 

Services were held quite regularly in the Town Hall. Rev. Russell Streeter 
was installed as pastor soon after the society's organization. The historians 
say only that "he officiated at exercises for several years and was fol- 
lowed by George Talbot." In 1838 Rev. Stillman Barden supplied the pulpit, 
serving until 1841. Rev. Walter Harriman then became minister, and under 
his direction the society voted on December 5, 1842, to construct a meeting- 
house and to request the town to give a tract of land upon which to build. 


Two sites were offered by the town, neither of which was acceptable. 

The society then began negotiations for the purchase of a private house. 
These were not concluded, however, and on December 27, 1842, the society 
asked for the site behind the Town Hall, which was granted by the town on 
January 7, 1843. A public subscription of $1,700 was made to defray costs 
of the New England meetinghouse erected on the lot. The church was com- 
pleted in October 1843. The Rev. Mr. Harriman continued until 1845, 

_ serving both the Harvard and the Shirley churches. He withdrew from the 
ministry in 1851 to enter politics, and later served as a colonel in the 
Civil War, and as Governor of New Hampshire. 


On December 28, 1845, the society reorganized under the name of the 
First Universalist Church of Christ in Harvard and the members signed a 
new constitution. Rev. Norris C. Hodgdon, of Vermont, preached in 1850 
and 1851, being succeeded by Rev. Quincy Whitney. 


After 1851, the society declined, and meetings ceased in the early 
1860's. The church building was not used for several years and became 
dilapidated. On September 27, 1866, it was sold, torn down and moved to 
Ayer, where it was rebuilt and converted into a dwelling house with stores 
Meneatr it. On April 13, 1872, it was destroyed by fire. 


After the sale of the church building, the Universalists held a 
meeting on October 6, 1866, and voted to disband. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 24, 1842. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


54. -UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1800-48, 1879-86 (defunct), (Cooleyville) 
New Salem. 


Two or three distinct movements, resulting in the establishment of a 
Universalist society in Cooleyville, a village of New Salem, took place 
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in the nineteenth century. The first society was formed about 1800, and, 
recording to the historians, the erection of a meetinghouse was commen 
For several years, the frame stood unfinished, and was then sold and mo 
to New Salem Center, where it was converted into a tavern, which was la 
destroyed by fire. Whether this society dissolved at the time of the s 
or whether it continued in existence, holding its services in the homes 
its members is debatable; in any event, a society is listed in the Dire 
with Rev. J. J. Locke as pastor, for the years 1847 and 1848. 


A new society was organized in 1879. From 1881 to 1885, Rev. Geort 
F. Jenks ministered to the society, which is listed in the Directory in 
1886 for the last time. a 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 147, cites records 1878-83, but no records 
have been found. en! 


+a 


No property recordings have been found. 


55. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF FITCHBURG (Fitchburg Universal 
Christian Society), 1801--, 64-70 Day Street, corner of Union i 
Street, Fitchburg. i E 

ri ie 
Before the turn of the nineteenth century, the minister of the First 

Parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) 

was contending against the religious ideas of Universalism. So numerous 

were the adherents of Universalism that they formed the Fitchburg Unive 

Christian Society, and maintained preaching in the parish chureh on 24 ~ 

Sundays during the year. In 1837, when the old meetinghouse was fittedum 

for the Town House, they began to hold services there. One of the early 

preachers was Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, a former pastor in Lancaster, 

1843-54. The First Universalist Society of Fitchburg was organized 

October 9, 1844, ae 


| 
ae 
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The first action was taken to build a church on August 4, 1846, w 
a committee was appointed to look for a site. The next year a lot was 
bought on the corner of Main and Rollstone Streets, now 842-850 Main S 
Subscriptions for building the church were taken, and in 1848, the mee 
house was erected. The auditorium was on the second floor, with three 
rented stores in the basement. It still stands on the original site. 


ies 


In 1884, a decision was made to erect a new church; it. was thoushtal 
best to build in the eastern section of the town so that the two liberal 
ye 


? } 
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churches, the Unitarian and Universalist, should not be so near together. 
On May 28, 1884, the site of the present church at 64-70 Day Street was 
bought and cn September 26, 1886, the church was dedicated. A parsonage 
at 31 Atlantic Avenue was deeded to the church in 1909, 


This society was in existence nearly 14 years before it was decided 
to organize a church and elect deacons and a church clerk. This was done 
on Aug. 15, 1858, and until 1931, both organizations were active. Since 
that date, the church organization has not held meetings, the pastor being 
responsible for work formerly done by the officers of the church. This 
organization will probably merge with the society in the near future. 


The Sunday Schocl was organized in April 1848. On September 23, 1868, 
a Sunday School Association was organized, whose membership comprised all 
interested puyils of the age of 12 up. The social life of the Sunday 
School, as represented in the "Young People's Annual Party," later known 
as the "Children's Party," was participated in so generally that no hall 
was adequate for the gatherings. These meetings continued for over 50 years. 


A Community Forum was sponsored by the First Universalist Society of 
Fitchburg, holding its meetings on Sunday afternoons at the church, during 
the years 1934-38. At this time it was incorporated and transferred its 
meeting place to the auditorium of the B. F. Brown Junior High School. 


The following organizations existed.within the church at one time, 
but are now defunct: Chapin Club, 1885, Lend-a-Hand Society, 1888, 
Junior Y.P.C.U., 1890, Busy Bees, 1892, Children = Church (developed 
from Junior Y.P.C.U.), 1893, the Universalist Boys Brigade of Fitchburg, 


1893. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches 
in Massachusetts, p. 41 for picture of church; History of First Universalist 
Society (Fitchburg, Blanchard and Brown, 1894). William H. McGlauflin, 

What the Universalist Church is Doing, 1907 to 1909, (Boston, Universalist 
Publishing House, 1909), p. 76, for picture of parsonage; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, March 20, 1837. 


Minutes of parish meetings, 1844--, 4 vols., in possession and. custody 
of Miss Grace Parker, clerk, 7 Oak Street, Fitchburg; Minutes of church, 
1858-1931, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Rev. Frederick A. Wilmot, 
pastor, 31 Atlantic Avenue, Fitchburg; Minutes of the Women's Universalist 
Missionary Society, 1904--, 4 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. 
Herbert L. Flint, secretary, 208 Blossom Street, Fitchburg; Minutes of 
the Enterprise Club, with constitution and list of members, 1902--, 

5 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. Elsie Thorndike, 23 Summer 
Street, Fitchburg; Minutes of Church School Association, with monthly 
attendance and reports of offerings, 1935--, 1 vol., in the possession and 
custody of Miss MarthaParshley, secretary, 115 Milk Street, Fitchburg; 
Minutes of the Young People's Christian Union, 1934--, 1 vol., in the 
possession and custody of Miss Jane Tapply, secretary, 9 Ross Street, 
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Fitchburg; Minutes of the Ladies' Circle, 1848--, 8 vols. , in possession 
and custody of Mrs. Estella T. Holbrook, secretary, 61 Clinton Streets im 
Fitchburg; Register: church members, 1858-1903, 1919--, baptisms and = | 
dedications, 1867--, marriages, 1884-1888, 1918--, deacons, 1858-1927, = | 
2 vols., in the possession and custody of Rev. Frederick A. Wilmot, 4 
pastor, 31 Atlantic Avenue, Fitchburg; Receipts and expenditures of. 
Women's Universalist Missionary Society, 1936--, 1 vol., in possession 4a 
and custody of Mrs. E. F. Ackley, treasurer, 76 Mt. Vernon Street, Fitchburg 
Receipts and expenditures of Young People's Christian Union, 1934--, y 
1 vol., in possession and custody of Miss Lucilla Hyatt, treasurer, 

22 Cedar Street, Fitchburg; Receipts and expenditures of "Mr. and Mrs. 
Club," 1939--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Robert A. 
Schreiner, treasurer, 150 Bouteile Street, Fitchburg; Receipts and 
expenditures of Enterprise Club, i90z-23, 1 vol., in possession and : 
custody of Mrs. Elsie Thorndike, secretary, 23 Summer Street, Fitchburg, 
i9z4--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Bertha Sloan,: treasurer® 
pro-tem, 116 Myrtle Avenue, Fitchburg: Receipts and expenditures of the — 
Ladies' Circle, 1891--, 1 vol., in the possession and custody of Mrs. 
Althea D. Eddy, treasurer, 26 Hancock Street, Fitchburg; Quarterly receipts 
from pew rents, 1848-58: Subscription lists for preaching, 1852-65, loose 
sheets; Report of treasurer on cost of new church on Day Street, 1887, 
loose sheets; Treasurer's reports, 1890-95, one envelope; Annual reports | 
arranged by subject, 1920--, 1 file; Trustees’ and advisory committee's 
records, 1900--, 2 vols.; Certificate of membership in Worcester North 
Agriculture Society, 1865, the above 7 items are in the possession and 
custody of Miss Grace Parker, clerk, 7 Oak Street, Fitchburg; List of 
parish members, on card file, with addressed stencils of each family in 
parish and for each organization of the church, 1939, in the possession. 
and custody of Rev. Frederick A, Wilmot, 31 Atlantic Ave., Fitchburg; 
Deeds to pews, 1848-60, handwritten on. printed forms, 1 vol., custody 
of Miss Grace Parker, clerk, 7 Oak Street, Fitchburg; Roll Call book, 


with attendance of members, 1902--, 2 vols., in possession and custody 
of Mrs. Elsie Thorndike, secretary, 23 Summer Street, Fitchburg; a 
Attendance records of church school, 1924--, 2 vols., loose leaf, attendance 


cards, 1938--, 13 packages; Records of offering, 1933--, 1 vol., loose 


leaf, the above 3 items are in the possession and custody of Miss Hazel 
Gay, 41 Winter Street, Fitchburg. | 


a 

"The Parish Visitor," a paper published for Universalist of \ 
Fitchburg, copy, September 5, 1902; "Our Messenger," a semi-monthly. a 
paper, 1 copy, #7,.1895; Photograph of church taken by J. C. Moulton, i 
with measurements, seating capacity and estimated cost, at Fitchburg 
Historical Society. aa 


Property recordings at Worcester County, Northern District, Registry g 
of Deeds, Fitchburg: ("Worcester Registry" before the citation signifies 
that records are copies of originals in Worcester Southern District cee 
Registry) Land at corner of Main and Rolistone Streets, purchase, Worcester — 
registry, building contract for meetinghouse, vol. 421, p. 151, dated: oy 
1847; vol. 431, p. 19; dated 1847; lease of part for woodshed, Woreester A 


registry, vol. 454, p. 285, dated 1847; mortgages and discharges, 


* 
h 
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Worcester registry, vol. 435, p. 100, dated 1848; vol. 14, p. 91, dated 
1886, Worcester registry, vol. 1024, p. 299, dated 1878; vol. 14, 
| a . 92, dated 1886; sale vol. 14, p. 93, dated 1886; Day Street, purchase 
Worcester registry, vol. 1176, p. 81, dated 1884; mortgages and discharges, 
Myol. 8, p. 265, dated 1885; vol. 10, p. 226, dated 1886; vol. 10, p. 227, 
dated 1886 ; vol. 85, p. 476, dated 1896; vol. 12, p. 128, dated 1886; 
wol. 59, p. 51, dated 1890; vol. 117, p. 172, dated 1898; vol. 323, p. 134, 
dated 1916; vol. eos. Ds 136, dated 1916; vol. 398, p. 67, dated 1923; 
| Yrelease of rights acquired under will, vol. 30, pp. 507-9, dated 1889; 
Land on Union Street, grant, vol. 249, p. 231, dated 1910; Land on 
‘Day Street, next to church, grant, vol. 253, p. 339, dated 1910; parsonage 
on Atlantic Avenue, purchase, vol. 245, p. 505, dated 1909; mortgage and 
‘discharge, vol. 496, p. 325, dated 19352; vol. 521, p. 493, dated 1935. 


56. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF WESTERN AND BROOKFIELD, 1805-1833 
(defunct), near Hodge's Corner, (South) Warren. 


This society came into being as the result of regular preaching by 
the Universalist Rev. Edward Turner in the Baptist meetinghouse (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) in 1805. The Rev. 

Mr. Turner, who became a Universalist while a student at Leicester Academy 
during 1792-3 and later studied with Rev. Hosea Ballou, preached at stated 
Batervals until F808. 


The Universalists petitioned the Legislature on January 30, 1808, for 
permission to incorporate, but there is no indication as to what disposition 
was made of this petition.+ The church was organized in 1815, and in 1816 
they petitioned the parish for use of the meetinghouse a part of the time. 

ee ction sae exankes by the oa acagapeeces society, (see forthcoming 


woe Oe CE a A os 


the ee should have exclusive use of the meetinghouse for 
‘Teligious services. 

t Rev. John Bisbe, Jr., a kat teeeaeyh of Brown University in 1814, became 
“pastor of the group in 1819. On June 19, 1819 the society was incorporated. 
In 1821 they erected a meetinghouse near Hodge's Corner, in what is now 
South Warren. The Rev. Mr. Bisbe left in 1821 to become pastor of the 
Second Universal Society in Brookfield (see entry 71). 


The society existed with supply preachers, until about 1853 when 
Services are discontinued. 


Petition to General Court to incorporate, 1808, in possession of the 


® 1. Records of the First Congregational (Unitarian) Society of 
Brookfield. 
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First Congregational (Unitarian) Society of Brookfield and in custody of — 
Rev. Howard A. MacDonald; no other records have been found. : 


No property recordings have been found. 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1819, ch. 60, approved June 19, 1819; annexing persons to 
the society, Ibid., 1821, ch. 87, approved February 18, 1822. 


Record of Supreme Court case: Edward Turner vs. Inhabitants, 7 
Mass. 60, 1810. 


57. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SALEM (New Universalist Society 
in Salem), 1805--, corner of Rust and Bridge Streets, Salem. 


On May 20, 1805, a group of persons interested in the Universalist 
faith met at 24 Lynde Street to hear Rev. John Murray. Meetings were 
continued at frequent intervals until on December 24, they formed a 
soctety. Three years later, a site for their church was purchased. The 
cornerstone was laid August 17, 1808, by Rev. Hosea Ballou and on the 
same day, Rev. Edward Turner was installed as the first pastor serving 
until 1814. Articles of faith and a compact were adopted in 1809, and 
in 1838, a constitution with a further declaration of faith was drawn up, 
which was further amplified in 1846. The church was of Colonial meeting- 
house style, with tower and bell deck in front. It was remodeled in 
1877, a chapel added in 1889. 


During the War of 1812, the cellar of the church was used to store 
provisions for the prison ship "Aurora," It was also used as a drilling 
ground by various military groups during 1814-17, while a section of it 
was used in 1826 for a singing school. 


A Sunday School was organized in 1829; a Young People's Christian 
Union, in 1889; the Cheerful Workers, in 1890; the Mission Circle, Dn 
1906; Ladies' Social Union, in 1908. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 25, 1840, December ae 
1842: Program of the Centennial Anniversary, (Salem, Newcomb & Gauss,. 
1809); Fiftieth Anniversary, (Salem, Charles W; Swasey, 1859); Percy 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in y 
Massachusetts, p. 49.for picture of ‘church. Lemuel Willis, A Semi- 
Centennial Address delivered August 4, 1859, on the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the Dedication of the Church and the Installation of Rev. Edward Turner, 
(Salem, Register Press, Roo 24 en )s Rey. George Richards of Portsmouth, 
of the new brick meetinghouse, Salem, June cz, 1809, Salem, 1809, in the 
rare volume department of the Boston Public Library. 
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5 Minutes of proprietors, with baptisms, marriages, deaths, confirma- 
tions, 1879-1925, 1826--, 7 vols., current wlume in possession and custody 


“War Mr. George Upton, assistant treasurer, corner of Forrester and Pleasant 
_ Streets, Salem; Minutes of Ladies' Social Union, 1901-11 (defunct) , 
mn yol.; Minutes of Junior Christian Union, with constitution, 1895-1902, 
“i vol.; Minutes of Band of Hope Society, with diary of Sunday School 
attendance, 1868-73, list of 28 children christened on June 25, 1871, 
1857-75, 1 vol.; Minutes of officers and teachers of Sunday School, 
with constitution adopted June 2, 1841, and various amendments, receipts 
@nd expenditures, 1841-1910, 8 vols.; Minutes of several conmittces, 
1899-1900, 1 vol.; Minutes of temperance society, 1857-58, 1 vol.; 
Registers: marriages, 1809-79, 1 vol., deaths, 1809-79, 1 vol., original 
“members, 1809-51, 1 vol.; Register: baptisms, 1925--, members received, 
1924--, marriages, 1924--, deaths, 1924--, 1 vol., in pastor's study; 
Receipts and expenditures, 1841--, 7 vols., current volume in possession 
and custody of Mr. George Upton; Ledger: accounts of salaries, insurance, 
interest, light, rent, 1808-27, 1904-11, 2 vols.; Pew rentals, 1856--, 
7 vYols., current volume in possession and custody of Mr. Upton; Collections 
@llocated to charity, 1873-91, 1 vol.; Pledges, n.d., 1 vol.; Receipts 
and expenditures in building of church 1808-10, 5 vols.; Receipted bills, 
Scattered, 1808-354, 1854-60, 1901-6, pasted in 5 vols.; Bills due on 
Membership obligations, 1853-56, 1 vol.; Petty accounts of Sunday School, 
1862-67, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures of Sunday School, 1862-72, 
1881-1915, 1917-18, 1922-24, 4 vols.; Vouchers and other business papers 
of treasurer, 1900--, 25 bundles and 1 file drawer; Memorandum of Pews, 
Pew Owners, and Occupiers in First Universalist Meeting House, September 1, 
7851, with 12% tax, 1 vol.; Pew certificates, stubs, 1908-18, 1 vol.; 
“Guest book of Centennial Reception, June 22, 1909, 1 vol.; Guest book, 
persons present at church on December 16, 1924 and those who attended 
Universalist Church Convention, Salem, May 19-21, 1925, 1 vol.; Constitution 
and bylaws of Sunday School, n.d., 1 vol.; Attendance records of Sunday 
‘School, 1859-74, 4 vols.; Class books of Sunday School, 1873-1900, 300 vols.; 
Attendance record of Infant Class, 1873-82, 1 vol.; Extracts from the 
Tecords of the First Universalist Church and Society Commencing in the 
year 1806, as presented by the compiler, George G. Putnam, 1806-58, 1 vol.; 
Activities of Sabbath School, 1849-68, 2 vols.; Letter, from Rev. John 
Murray to Rev. Hosea Ballou, August 29, 1808, in the possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society, at Tufts College, Medford, and in custody 


of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


All records unless otherwise specified are in a trunk on the landing 
leading to east gallery in church, and in custody of the board of trustees. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Land on Rust Street, purchase by 3 individuals on condition 
that premises be used for worship of God, and sale by them to New 
‘Universalist Society in Salem, vol. 234, p. 180, recorded February ’, 

1824; vol. 277, p. 231, recorded September 13, 1834; Land on Forrester 
‘Street, purchase and sale, vol. 382, p. 48, recorded May 15, 1847; vol. 
667, p. 19, recorded May 5, 1865; Rust Street, leases of two parcels by 
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society, vol. 555, p. 168, recorded June 18, 1857; vol. 560, p. 17, se 
recorded October 8, 1857; Ash Street, purchase, by the chapel bul linea 
committee, vol. 1250, p. 147, recorded June 6, 1889; Ash Street, purche’ 
from building committee by the society, WO. 8 1288, p. 161, recorded 
September 12, 1890; Ash Street, mortgage and discharge and release, 
vol. 1288, p. 162, recorded. September le, 18903. vol. 1288) (piven. 
recorded June 11, 1909; vol. 1291, p. 201, recorded October 6, 1890; 
additional land on Rust Street, purchase, vol. 1742, p. 3579, recorded 4 
June 14, 1904; mortgages taken by society for properties on Bickford and — 
North Streets, vol. 2362, p. 54, recorded April 12, 1917; vol. 2371, p. 49% 
recorded August 1, 1917; all property on Ash Street, mortgage and discharge 
vol. 2384, p.. 486, recorded January 31, 1918; vol. 2384, p. 486, recorded — 
Avril 4, 1922; mortgages, vol. 2612, p. 263, recorded September 10, 19245 
vol. 2614, p. 351, recorded October 18, 1924; mortgage and discharge, vo i 
2644, p. 116, recorded June 30, 1925; vol. 2644, p. 116, recorded Januarya@ 
1928; Rust Street, lease of right ofway, vol. 2671, p. 530, recorded Mareh LE 
1926; Leach Street and Summit Avenue, purchase and sale, vol. 2910, p. 260; 
recorded: March,.2,.19325 vol. 2917, p../75, recorded May to ee 


- 
; 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, t8ll, ch. 150, approved February 28, 1812; change of name. 
from New Universalist Society to First Universalist Society in Salem, 
ibid., 1850; ch. 39, approved February 25,1850; authority acces 


additional property, Ibid., 1891, ch. 51, approved: Mareh 6, 18918 


pat: 


58. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN CHARLESTOWN, 1809--, (dormant), 
12 Cross Street, (Charlestown) Boston, . 


Some time before the incorporation of the First Universalist Society 
in Charlestown, Universalists in that community were discussing the a 
erection of a meetinghouse. At a meeting October 29, 1809, at the home of 
Samuel Thompson on Cordis Street, action upon the question of providing <i 
a Suitable place for worship was taken. Fifteen individuals were present, 
and it was agreed that each should consider himself a committee "to notify 
our friends to gather together next Thursday evening, November dL oe GO * 
at Seaton Hall."" This hall, at the corner of Green and Main Streets, 
was in the Indian Chief Tavern, kept by Andrew Seaton. A committee of a 
seven was chosen to provide a place to meet for public worship, to engage © 
a preacher, and to attend to such other concerns as might be found necess 


The committee reported at the next meeting, November 9, that arrange- — 
ments for 6 months had been made with Samuel T. Armstrong for use of thea 
chamber over his printing office in a new brick building situated on Warren 
Street facing Cordis Street. A Subscription paper for raising the money 
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necessary for furnishing was prepared and the committee also engaged Rev. 
Abner Kneeland as minister of the society. On January 14, 1810, the first 
service was conducted in this hall. 


Many meetings were held by the committee in an effort to secure a 
permanent place for worship, and on March 29, 1810, it was voted "to 
proceed to coliect the installments from each signer, and to commence the 
building as soon as possible."+ In spite of the vote, this meeting seems 
to mark the end of the record of the first movement for the building of a 
meetinghouse. 


In November of that year, the Rev. Mr. Kneeland began to preach in 
the Town Hall, and a new committee was formed. The first meeting recorded 
OT the standing committee was on January 13, 1811, at which the committee 
agreed to purchase land in a location suitabie for a meetinghouse. On 
January 25, Samuel Thompson was chosen treasurer to receive the money of 
the subscribers, and it was voted that the deed be taken in their name. 


It was further decided to incorporate and the act is dated February 27, 1811. 


The cornerstone of the church was laid on the last Saturday in 
April 1811. Meetings were held weekly at the homes of the committee 
members, and each member had his day as overseer of the laborers and the 
work 


At length, the church was completed. The society had voted to give 
Rev. Abner Kneeland an invitation to preach to the society for 1 year and 
to pay him $10 pee week, find him his dwelling house, and pay the expense 

of his removal;~ and arrangements were made for the dedication of the 

church and the installation of the minister. At this service, which took 
place on September 5, Rev. Hosea Ballou delivered the installation sermon | 
and Rev. Edward Mitchell of Boston preached the dedication sermon. A few 
days later, on September 8, a public sale of pews was held, announcement 
being made that the pews would "postively" be sold to the highest bidder. 


The Rev. Mr, Kneeland’s pastorate was brief. Mrs Kneeland had a 
business of her own, as a result of which her husband resigned as minister 
of the society, In an unofficial letter, dated January 1, 1814, to 
Mr. Moses Hall, chairman of the proprietors, the Rev. Mr. Kneeland discussed 
at length his personal problem, the incompatibility of "the business of 
the Ministry and the business of Merchandize." "Without giving an undivided 
attention to the Ministry," he wrote, "no minister can be long useful, or 
very successful - - « But I am apprehensive," he continued "that I shall 


re 


1. The First Universalist Society in Charlestown A Memorial of its 
Centennial Year, p. 15. 


were LLG. 5) Po. 17s 


en 


186 


[58] 


be under the necessity of either laying so much restraint upon Mrs. he 
Kneeland, in her business as to render her unhappy, in which case my ~ my 
own peace, if not my usefulness, would be destroyed, or else have so 2" 
much of my time and attention diverted from the Ministry in consequence iam 
of her business, as to be in great danger of running down as a gospel 
preacher." These matters caused the Rev. Mr. Kneeland to question 
whether it might be necessary for him ae quit the Ministry altogether, 
or at most only to preach occasionally.' 


This matter was brought before a meeting of the pewholders, and was 
interpreted as a resignation. In a letter from the proprietors to the 
Rev. Mr. Kneeland, dated January 15, they indicate that he himself 
raised the point of the "conflict between the work of the Ministry and 
the business of Merchandize, "3S and they agree that "the business of the 
Merchant and the preaching of the Gospel of the grace of God would a 
militate against each other, and render.one or the other useless. |Unders 
these considerations, therefore we believe that the Separation, tho 
painful, is exnedient 1 


The Rev. Mr. Kneeland agreed that his remarks had been construed 
correctly. And on February 13, 1814, the proprietors voted "that the 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, our present pastor, be dismissed, and that he be 
no longer considered as the Minister or Teacher of the First Universalist © 
Society in Charlestown and that he be from this day discharged from ~ 
further Pastoral duties to the Church and Congregation thereof." 


Rev. Edward Turner of Salem, the first minister who had exchanged 
with the Rev. Mr. Kneeland, succeeded him in March 1814. It was during is 
his ministry in Charlestown that the well-known Ballou-Turner conte Oa 
took place. 

This friendly controversy in July and October 1817 between Rev. Hos 
Baliou of Salem and the Rev. Mr. Turner, whose prestige in the denominat 
was second only to that of the Rev. Mr. Ballou, took the form of a series 
of discussions on the doctrine of future punishment, the Rev. Mr. Turner — 
affirming that position. The discussions were published in the second 
volume of The Gospel Visitant, which publication ceased with the issue con- 
taining the final discussion. iy 


The simple meetinghouse grew in importance, and in 1853 galleries 


were provided, an organ installed and a tower and bell added. In 1863, 


1. Minutes of the Standing Committee in possession of the tnivene 
Historical Society and in custody of Prof. Btired Storer Cole, librarian. 
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the church was practically rebuilt, the walls being carried up, in order 
to provide a room in the basement for the Sunday School. 


A Sunday School had been organized in May 1829, and at the same time 
150 volumes to start a library had been donated by members of the parish. 
The library continued in use until destroyed by fire in 1867. Two years 
after the organization of the Sunday School, the Universalist Sabbath 
School Teachers' Society was formed to aid poor children and to increase 
the library. The Murray Society, organized in 1836, gave material aid to 
the Sunday School, but in 1857 this organization was dissolved, and the 


-Charlestown Universalist Sabbath School Association continued the work of 


the former group. 


From the earliest days of the society, the importance of music as part 
of the service was recognized. As early as June 12, 1811, a committee was 
chosen to see about a singing school, and on November 11 of that year a 
singing master was engaged by the standing committee Before the instal- 
jation of an organ in 1840, instrumental music was provided. It is re- 
corded that in 1826, two singers were engaged at a cost of $208 a year. 

In 1824, use of the church was given to the Harmonic Society for one or 
more concerts. 


Because of population changes, the society diminished until mainte- 
nance of the church became too great a financial burden. In December 1°37, 
the society voted to relinquish the church building to the bank which held 
a mortgage on the property. The building was razed in 1939. Although re- 
ligious services are no longer held by the society, the organization is 
still maintained, and an active Women's Alliance, affiliated with the so- 
ciety, holds regular meetings. 


See: Timothy T. Sawyer, "Historical Sketch of the Formation of the 
First Universalist Society in Charlestown, and the Building of the Meeting- 
house,” The Cairn, published for the fair of the First Universalist Church 
in Charlestown (Boston, Alfred Mudge & Son, [1900]), 30 pp.; The First 
Universalist Society in Charlestown: A Memorial of Its Centennial Year, 
(Boston, Everett Press, 1911), 31 pp., with picture of church on cover; 
Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, June 13, 1829; August 16, 1834; Percy 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 61 for picture of church. 


The following records are in the possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and custody of Prof. Alfred 
Storer Cole unless otherwise noted; Minutes of church, with articles of 
faith and uniting compact, list of original members and calendar entries, 
1811-12, 1 vol.; Minutes of society, proprietors, and standing committee, 
1812-64, and of standing committee, with calendar entries, 1864-1909, 


~ 1909--, 3 vols., current volume in custody of Miss Grace M. Elwell, clerk, 


12 Cross Street, Charlestown; Minutes of building committee, with account 
of pew taxes, 1809-12, 1 vol.; Minutes of Starr King Association, with 
constitution and bylaws, treasurer's reports, 1877-79, 1882-83, 2 vols., 
in possession of the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, in custody 
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of Clarence S. Brigham, director; List of members, 1842-1911, 2 items; 

Guest book with signatures of those attending 125th anniversary, 1936, 1 | 
yol ; Treasurer's accounts, 1811-18, with list of members as of January 1, © 
1889, calendar entries, notices of annual meetings, articles of faith, and iq 
centennial program, 1900-12, 1930--, 3 vols , current volume in custody of © 
Miss Elizabeth L Brown, treasurer, 32 High Street, Charlestown; Financial ~ 
statements, scattered, 1827-73, 7 items; Subscription lists: Gift to Rev. 
Linus S. Everett, 1834, aid to family of late Rev Thomas F. King, 1839, : 
bell, 1853, fund to vay church debts, nd , to establish centennary fund, 
n.d., 5 items; Bills and receipts: Salaries, scattered, 1817-90, 1577 
items: maintenance of church, scattered, 1817-90, 1678 items; Promissory 
notes paid, 1815-89, 98 items; Canceled checks, 1876-89, 521 items; List F 
of original shareholders, nd , 1 item; Certificates issued to shareholders 
1824, 16 items; Pew holders accounts, 1836-75, 2 vols ; Pew accounts, 
1817-33, 1841-80, 10 vols ; List of collected taxes, scattered, 1662-73, 
15 items; Notices of pew auctions, scattered, 1837-60, 31 items; List of 
purchasers of pews at auction, 1840, 1 item; Pew-tax receipts, scattered, 
1846-64, 82 items; Receipt signed by 56 persons for money received from 
treasurer through sale of pews, 1864, 1 item; Deeds to pews, 1811-66, 22 
items; Plans of pews, with names of holders, 1864, 2 items; Mortgage, by | 
James M. Simpson, treasurer of Warren Institution for Savings, Charlestown, 
1853, 1 item; Insurance policies, 1826-78, 22 items; Contract and specifi- 
cations for alteration of church building, 1853, 1 item; Agreements:  Be= 
tween six persons and standing committee, to alter pews, 1831, between 7 
Blossom Whiton and standing committee, to remodel gallery, 1831, between 
proprietors and pew holders, to alter vews, 1840, to remodel church, 1863, 
4 items; Letters: Membership transfers, scattered, 1911-36, 15 items} 
withdrawals, 1923 and n.d., 2 items; Rev. Edward Turner to Rev Hosea 
Ballou, concerning the controversy in the society about the former's arti- | 
cle in the Universalist Magazine (January 25, 1823), 1823, 2 items; Rev, 
Mr. Turner to the society, concerning his dismissal as pastor, 1825, 1 7 
item; Rev. Mr. Turner to his daughter, Mrs. Mary Weld, concerning his part — 
in the Restorationist controversy and his dismissal, 1824, 7 items; Rev a 
Sylvanus Cobb and Rev. Mr. Turner, concerning latter's dismissal, 1828, 2 
items; business and pastoral, scattered, 1801-23, 10 items; Rev. Mr. r 
Turner, sermons, mss , 1819-23, 24 items, and notes for sermons, 1825-27, iy 
vol.; The First Universalist Society in Charlestown: A Memorial of Its 
Centennial Year, 1911, 51 pp., 1 vol.; A Memorial of Its One Hundred and 
Iwenty-fifth Anniversary, 1936, 12 pp , 2 vols.; "Raze Old Chureh in 

Boston Globe, March 25, 1939. 
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Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Land on Church Court, purchase, transfer mortgage 
and discharge, vol. 190, p: 219, recorded February 16, 1811, vol. 196) 7am 
908, recorded April 14, 1812, vol 741, ». 152, recorded May 27, 1856 Vourus 
741, p. 152, recorded July 13, 1869; and at the Suffolk County Registry of 
Deeds, Boston, transfers to and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, © 
mortgage, transfers to and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
notice of entry to foreclose, vol 4174, op 35-36, recorded October 20, 1919, 
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ron On20,p. 122; recorded March 17, 1931, : vol’ 5248, pp. 124-25, re- 


perdec arch 17, 1951), vols. 5729, p. S21, April. 7,.1988, vol 5769, p. 
309, recorded Pebriiary 2; 29395 rors to sell penusatned wharf, vol 1661, 
p. 549, recorded December 12, 1884. 


Record of Legislative enactments: incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1810, ch. 100, approved February 17, ASile 


Record of Supreme Court cases: Rev. Edward Turner vs. The 
Inhabitants of the First Parish of Burlington, 16 Mass. Reports, 208, 
1819. 


59  UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1810-ca 1853, 1863-90 (defunct) , 
Monroe he 


About 1810, a Universalist society was organized in Monroe, largely 
through the efforts of Rev. David Ballou, who was apparently the first 
settled minister. Meetings were held in the Town House, and probably 
also in the homes of members. It would appear. that it became inactive 
for the decade following 1852. This is confirmed by two contemporary 
historians, and is substantiated by the fact that the 1852 Directory lists 
Rev. Jeremiah Gifford as residing in Monroe, and does not list him there 
again until 1863. The society was reorganized in 1863, with the Rev Mr 
Gifford, as its pastor, serving the church until 1866 The society is 
last listed in the 1890 Directory, when it was reported that services were 
held half time; however, a history published in 1879, reports of the 
Universalists that "in late years, religious meetings have only been oc- 
casionally held." 


No records have been found. 


No proporty recordings have been found 


60. THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF AMESBURY (First Univers galist Society 
in Salisbury; First Universalist Society of Amesbury and 
Salisbury), 1811--, Main Street, Amesbury. 


This society was organized in 1811 and incorporated as the First 
Universalist Society in Salisbury by an act of the legislature approved 
February 22, 1812. This act vermitted residents of Amesbury and Newbury 
to join the society and released them from taxation in any other religious 


society provided they submitted a certificate of membershipv signed by the 


Minister or clerk of the Universalist society. The 1838 Directory lists 
Rev. J: Smith as residing in Amesbury in that year, but the society 
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apparently became dormant shortly therearter since Joseph vere 
in his History of Amesbury of a Universalist society a he ob in 
Washington Hall, Market Street, in 1843 Rev George & ‘Strickland, who 
had been installed by the West Amesbury Universalist Society (see entry 152) 
in 1843, served as pastor until 1847 The society purchased the building 
formerly occupied by St. James’ Episcopal Church (see forthcoming Inventory © 
of Protestant Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts) and moved it to land 
on Friend Street purchased in 1846 from William Bailey Rev Simon C 
Hewitt was installed as pastor the following year and served for 2 years 
On November 28, 1847, the society askec for admission to the Boston \ 
Association of Universalists {see entry 13). In 1851, a new constitution 
and bylaws were adopted, and the name, First Universalist Society of 
Amesbury and Salisbury, was taken, The meetinghouse was sold in 1864 and ~ 
services were held in the homes of members until 1870, when another lot iy 
on Friend Street was purchased with the intention of erecting a church 8 
hereon. However, this plan was never carried out, but instead, following © 
a reorganization of the church in 1870, Washington Hall was purchased in 
1871, and refitted as a church Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner preached the 
dedicatory sermon. In the meantime the society had voted to unite with. 
the West Amesbury Universalist Society in securing a regular minister 
Rev Nathan R Wright was so chosen, and in addition to his salary, it 
was voted to provide him with a horse and buggy He preached to the 
society in West Amesbury in the morning and to the society in "the Mills” 
in the afternoon In 1889 the name of society was changed to the Universalis 
Church of Amesbury, which continued to hold regular services in Washington 
Hall until 1904. The previous vear the society purchased land on Main 
Street from Mary A Osgood, and, May 25, 1904, laid the cornerstone of a 
brick edifice, Gothic in style, with a low tower 


7 


r 


See: "Obituary of Rev Nathan R Wright" in Amesbury Daily News, 
March 3, 1893; "Laying of Cornerstone" in Amesbury Daily News, May 26, 
1904; History of the Universalist Church in Amesbury, 1920, t ms ; all 
in possession of Mrs George Harvey, treasurer, 6 Sanborn Terrace, Amesbury; 
and Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p 63 for picture of church 


Minutes with financial accounts, warrants for annual meetings, 


constitution and bylaws 1846--, 4 vols ; Minutes with financial accounts 

of Ladies’ Circle, 1886--, 3 vols ; Register of baptisms, marriages, deaths, 
dismissals, 1846--, 1 vol ; Check-book stubs, 1909--, 30 vols ; Attendance 
and collection reports of Sunday School, 1871-86, 1908--, 4 vols ; the . 
above four items are in the possession and custody of Mrs George Harvey, 


treasurer, 6 Sanborn Terrace, Amesbury; Edwin L Noble, Church Year Book, 
History, and Directory (Amesbury, Cathedral Publishing Co , 1932), 14 pn., 
1 vol ; Letter recommending Rev James E Pomfret as pastor, 1853, 1 item; 
both items in the possession and custody of Mrs Marion Bruce) @henic ae 
East Kingston, N H ; miscellaneous papers in possession of the Rocky Hill 
Meetinghouse, Amesbury 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Land on Friend Street, purchase and sale, vol 569, 2p Le 


| 
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recorded June 2, 1846, vol. 669, p. 129, recorded June 2, 1864; Land off 
Friend Street, purchase, mortgage, discharge, and sale, vol 798, p. 91, 
recorded May 51, 1870, vol. 798, p. 92, recorded May 31, 1870; vol. 1078, 
p. 220, recorded March 28, 1882; vol. 1078, p. 225, recorded March 28, 
1882; Land on Market Street (Washington Hall), purchase, lease, sale, 
warranty deed, vol. 833, p. 191, recorded September 7, 1871; vol. 833, p 
#92, recorded September 7, 1871; vol. 1810, p. 134, recorded January 22, 
1906; vol. 1893, p. 303, recorded October 5, 1907; Land on Main Street, 
purchase, quit claims, mortgage and discharge, mortgage, transfer to and 
from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 1722, ». 241, recorded 
October 21, 1903; vol 1760, pp. 307, 309, recorded November 21, 1904; 
yol. 1760, p. 311, recorded November 21, 1904; vol. 1822, p. 149, recorded 
mere 20, 1906; vol. 1824, p. 57, recorded May 14, 1906; vol. 1824, p. 61, 
Pecorded May 14, 1906; vol. 1882, p. 28, recorded July 13,1907: 


Record of legislative enactments: incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1811, ch. 126, approved February 22, 1812 


me re 


61. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SHIRLEY (First Universal 
Christian Society in Shirley; Second Universalist Society in 
Shirley), 1812-1929 (federated), Shirley. 


Rev. Isiah Parker of Still River Village, Harvard (see entry 53) 
first preached Universalism in Shirley in about 1806. On September 21, 
1812, the First Universal] Christian Society in Shirley was organized at a 
meeting held in Mr. Joseph Edgarton's home. The Rev. Mr Parker supplied 
for 2 years and was followed by Rev. Joshua Flagg In 1816 a meetinghouse 
was begun and in January of 1817 it was dedicated. 


Rev, Jacob Wood came in 1818 as the first settled pastor, remaining 
until 1823. The society was without a pastor for 6 years following his 
departure. Rev. Russell Streeter served as a supply preacher in 1829. 

In 1830 the society was reorganized, and its name was changed to Second 

Universalist Society in Shirley After the Rev. Mr. Streeter's departure 
in 1834, another period of irregular services, without a settled minister, 
culminated in a second reorganization in 1845. This time the name became 


First Universalist Society in Shirley. 


In 1846, the church building which had been described as "a humble 
structure, neither neat, tasteful or convenicnt" was remodeled and thus 
became "a graceful structure." Rededication took place August 28, 1846. 
The church grew and services continued regularly thereafter A new 
church building was decided upon in 1869 and the old building was removed 
to the center of the town. Later on it became a part of Village Hall 
and it is now the Odd Fellows' Hall. The new building, of wood, English 
Gothic in architecture, was dedicated November 23, 1870 


Le 
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On January 1, 1875, it was voted "on account of embarassing times 
and stagnation in business" to suspend public services for a season. 
Services were resumed a year later, but by 1923, the society had so de- 
clined that it federated with the Orthodox Congregational Society of 
Shirley (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in 
Massachusetts) to form the Federated Church of Shirley (see forthcoming | . 
Inventory of Federated Archives in Massachusetts). Separate organizations — 
were maintained until November 21, 1928, when incorporation in one body 
took place under the name of the United Church of Shirley. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 107 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, September 25, 1847. 


Minutes and financial accounts with constitution, members, 1829- 
1929, 1-vol., in possession and custody of Mr. Frank H. Wheeler, Jr., 
member of the standing committee of the United Church, 17 South Street, 
Shirley. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase in two parts and sale, 
vol...504, p. 431, recorded April, 20, 1847; vol. 2265, »p. Jol 9 .pecoraed 
Avril 16, 1894; vol. 5518, p. 64, recorded December 3, 1930; land on 
Maple Street, vurchase, mortgage and discharge, vote and sale, vol. 
1577, p. 71, recorded August 235, 1881; vol. 4398, p. Sl, reconded 
October 50, 1920; vol. 5375, p. 561, recorded July 12, 1929; yolwigave. 
p. 561, recorded July 12, 1929. 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Incorporation Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1819, ch. 67, approved June 19, 1819; authority to unite 
with the United Church of Shirley, Ibid., 1930, acceptance filed April 
4, 1930. 


2 


Record of Supreme Court Case: 17 Mass. Reports, 347, Nathaniel 
Whittemore, Jr. vs. Moses Smith et als., 1821. 


62. UNIVERSALIST RELIGIOUS SOCIETY IN WARWICK, 1813-54 (defunct) , 
Warwick. 


The Universalist Religious Society in Warwick was incorporated on 
February 25, 1814. The earliest reference to persons vrofessing the 
Universalist faith in Warwick is found in the town records of 1813, when 
the town voted to consent to the incorporation of a Universalist society 
with all the privileges and immunities granted other religious societies. 
Fifty-six persons were recorded as members of this society on January 16, 
1813, and their names were listed in the town records. 


1. Warwick Town Records, vol. 2, pp. 198-199. 
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On April 15, 1816, the society addressed a petition to the selectmen 
stating that the society "being Destitute of a house for public Worship of 
God, whereas the Proprietors of said town Gave Land for the Public Build- 
ing and considering that we of Rite ought to have an EFaquil previlidge with 


the other societies and wish you to insert an article in a Warrant--- to 
see if the town will vote to give us Liberty to Build a house for public 
worship on the Common Land--- as we in Duty Bound shall ever pray." The 


records of the town meeting show that this article was "passed over. "1 


Nine years later, the members of the society presented a second peti- 
tion, this time for the occasional use of the parish meetinghouse with 
Universalist preaching, stating that the society "has no established place 
for worship and their number being comparatively small, the expense of 
building a house would be a greater burden than they could sustain: that 
they generally attend with the Congregational Society and pay something 
to the support of the Minister - They therefore pray that the town will 
grant them the previlege of the Meetinghouse whenever Mr. [Preserved | 
Sinith [the pastor] shallnot supply the pulpit, to introduce any regular 
respectable Minister of their own Religious Sentiments." A committee of 
seven, elected to investigate the question, advised that though the town 
controlled the church, the pews were owned by the parish members and the 
right of the town to grant the petition was questionable The report of 
the committee was accepted.” 


Although this petition did not receive favorable action when it 
was presented, a proposal similar to the one suggested in 1825 was put 
forth in 1852 by the First Congregational Church and Society in Warwick, 
Unitarian (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), 
when that society proposed that the Universalists should add their sub- 
scription money to that of the Unitarians, and that the pastor of the First 
Congregational Church and Society should exchange with a Universalist 
minister, in proportion to Universalist financial support, But the plan 
failed to materialize. The society never erected a meetinghouse, and it 
is believed that services were held in a hall at the village inn. The 
society disbanded about 1854. 


The following records ere in the custody of the Town Clerk and are 
located in the vault of the Warwick Town Hall, Warwick: Membership list, 
1831, 3 sheets; Certificates of membership in society, for exemption of 
taxes for support of Congregational society, 1813-30, 25 items; Petitions, 
requesting right to erect a meetinghouse on the common land, 1816, and re- 
questing use of the Congregational meetinghouse, 1825. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1813, ch. 166, approved February 25, 1814 


No property recordings have been found. 


1 Warwick Town Records, vol. 2, p 276. 
Gan ibid.) vol. 5, pe» 105. 
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63. FIRST UNIVERSALIS? SOCLETY IN WAKEFIELD (Universal Society of | 
South Reading), 1813--, 356 Main St., opposite Rockery, Wakefield, _ 


On April 29, 1813, at a’meeting in the house now occupied by Colonel 
Amos Boardman, the Universal Society of South Reading (now Wakefield) was 
established. Services were irregular, being held in private homes and 
nublic halls from time to time with supply preachers. Not until 1838 did 
@ minister settle over the group. He was the Rev. John 0. Newell, who had | 
spent considerable time studying theology with Rev. Hosea Ballou. A Sundey 
Sehool was organized in 1837. Plans for the building of a meetinghouse q 
were agreed upon in March 1839; the building was erected during the summer, 
and was dedicated in November. It was remodeled in 1859 and again in 1921, — 
The church organization was formed in May 1845. In 1853, a Universalist 
minister, Rev. W. B,. Wait, and his wife, established the Greenwood Seminary — 
at Greenwood (South Reading) as a private enterprise. In 1868, Wakefield 
became a separate town and the name of the church was changed September 28, 
to the First Universalist Society in Wakefield. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazi ne August 16, 1834; Percy Metealf i. 
Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Ghurehes in Massachusetts, 
pn. 111 for picture of church. 


Minutes of parish, 1813-26, 1858--, 3 vols. and loose sheets, volumes 
since 1900 in possession and custody of Mr. Albert G. Anderson, clerk, 
56 Cedar Street, Wakefield; Minutes of chureh, 1843--, volumes since 1876 
in possession and custody of Miss Frances N, Mansfield,clerk, 20 Yale Avenue, 
Wakefield; Minutes of standing committee, 1917--, 2 vols., in possession and 
custody of Mrs. Gladys Miller, clerk, 30 Cordis Street, Wakefield; Reeceipte 
and expenditures, 1923--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of Miss. 0,-L, 
Brownell, treasurer, 10 Chestnut Street, Wakefield; articles on centennial 
in Wakefield Daily Item, April 28 and 30, May 1 and 5, 1913; programs of — 
installations, 1876, 1900, of 125th anniversary, 1938, printed, 4 pp. each, 
in possession and custody of Miss Frances Mansfield. Unless otherwise 
specified, the records are in a vault at the Wakefield Savings Bank, Main 
Street, in custody of Miss Mansfield. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Hast Cambridge: Land on Main Street, purchase, mortgages and dis- 
charges, vol. 383, p. 100, recorded April 6, 1839; vol. 868, p. 394, 
recorded October 16, 1861; vol. 1014, p. 854, recorded July 30, 1867; 
vol. 1466, p. 245, radordad February 23, 1878; vol. 1594, p. 240, reeorded 
April 5, 1882; vol. 4553, p, 470, recorded September 23, 1922; Land on 
Rockland Street, mortgage and discharges, vol. 2777, p. 463, recorded 
November 1, 1899; vol. 4378, p. 264, recorded diner 13, 1920; vol. 4633, 
p. 9, recorded July 6, 1923. 
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64, HIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ACTON, 1816-50 (defunct), Acton 


The preaching of Rev. Hosea Ballou in 1814 or 1815 was probably the 
main stimulus to Universalist organization in Acton, for on January 19, 
1816 , the First Universalist Society of Acton was formed Only occasional 
services were held for the first few years of the society's existence, but 
in 1821 and 1822, Rev. Benjamin Whittemore preached every other Sunday in 
halls, schoolhouses, and private homes The society was incorporated as 
the First Universalist Society in Acton on January 27, 1825 However, it 
was not until 18335 that the society installed its first settled minister 
He was Rev. Joseph Wright through whose efforts a church organization was 
formed on December 17, 1833 In the same year services were transferred 
to the First Parish church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
Archives in Massachusetts) and continued to be held there until 1839 Rev 
Isaac Brown became the resident minister in 18%, and was formally installed 
on July 4, 183” The Rev. Mr Brown served until 1839, and was probably 
the last regular minister, since the society began to disintegrate soon 
after and had dissolved by 1850. In 1858, Universalist societies were 
established in South Acton (see entry 225) and West Acton (see entry 224) 
and it may be assumed that such Universalists as remained in Acton joined 
one.or, other of these societies. 


See; Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, April 29, 1857; July 21, 1849 


No records have been found. 
No property recordings have been found. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1824, ch 46, approved January ary O25 


65, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ATTLEBORO, 1816--, North 
Washington Street, corner of Church Street, North Attleboro. 


A Universalist group was organized in Attleboro at Samuel Newell’s 
Inn, Oldtown, or West Attleboro, on August 17, 1816 Meetings were held 
for a time in homes of members and Rev Richard Carrique was engaged as 
religious instructor. The society was incorporated February 19, 1818 
Later that year, the group sent its first delegate to a Universalist con- 
vention, Land was purchased on a knoll just south of the present building 
and a church erected. Dedication took place on December 29, 1818, with 
Rev. Hosea Ballou preaching In 1834, some of the members separated from 
the group and held meetings of their own in the Masonic Hall In 1841, 
this group bought a lot on Washington Street, at the corner of the present 
Church Street Services were held at the Academy oduilding while a meeting- 


house was being built. Meanwhile the group which had remained in West 
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Attleboro ceased to meet and the property was sold. On March 9, 1859, a 
church organization was formed through the efforts of Rev. Joseph Dexter 
Pierce, who had been pastor during 1845-46 and again from 1855-80. In 
1881, a movement was started for a new church edifice. The old building 
was sold to the Wamsutta Hotel Association, moved to Elm Street adjoining 
the hotel, where it was used for a hall, later for a moving picture theatre 
and in 1918 became a carriage repository for a local livery min, The 
cornerstone of the new building was laid September 18, 1882. 


See: "The 100th anniversary of the incorporation of the First 
Universalist Society ," The Evening Chronicle, North Attleboro, June 17, 
1978 See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 19 for picture of church. Will teme 
McGlauflin, What the Universalist Church is Doing, 1907 to 1909, p. 43 for 
picture of parsonage. 


Minutes of society with act of incorporation, bylaws adopted April 13, 
1818, April 25, 1882, and May 11, 1895, admissions and dismissions, 1816- 
1931, 3 vols ; Minutes of church, 1898--, 2 vols , second volume typed and 
loose leaf, in possession of Mr. William A. Riley, 183 North Washington ; 
Street; Minutes of standing committee, 1925-37, 1 vol.; Register: Admissions 7 
and dismissals, 1859-1922, baptisms, 1897-1924, Marriages, 1909-24, deaths, 
1916-24, officers of church, 1817-1924, 2 vols.; Admissions, 1925--, 1 vol.; 
Merriages, 1926-32, 1 vol., and loose papers; Deaths, 1931-32, loose sheets; 
Receipts and expenditures, 1927--, 2 vols. second volume in possession and 
custody of Mr Thomas D- Warburton, treasurer, 198 North Washington Street; 
Ledgers, 1888-1929, 2 vols ; Collector’s cash book, receipts and payments 
to treasurer, 1910-31, 1 vol. ; Attendance records and collections of Sunday 
School, 1906-17, 1 vol.; Circulation book for Sunday School library, 1879-80, 
i vol..; Order & Exercises at the Ordination of S.H. Lloyd Over the First 
Universalist Society, North Attleboro, Massachusetts Nise afternoon, 
June Les 1644, loose sheet eae ake: Kn meen Eee ‘ 


See ee 


oro, eee ., Aorhiges 
1865 by J. “D. Pierce, Tdak en ‘of the Church “and ae (Boston, Davis and 
Farmer, 1865), 16 vp.; Weekly calendar, The Mentor, 1897- 1904, bound in 6 
vols.; Year Book, 1818-1918, 14 pp. All the above records, with the ex- 
ceptions noted, are in the possession and custody of Rev. Gilbert A. 


Potter, pastor, 11 Church Street, 


Property recordings at the Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Taunton; 
Site of second meetinghouse at Washington and Church Streets, purchase in 
two parts, transfer, transfer from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
vol 459, p. 224, recorded January 26, 1866; vol 439, » 225) resorded 
January 26, 1886; vol 439, p 2825, recorded January 26, 1886; vol 611, p. 
261, recorded October 26, 1906. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1817, ch. 160, approved February 20, 1818; change of time 
in holding annual meeting, Ibid., 1851, ch. 181, approved May 20, 185i; 
proceedings confirmed, Ibid , 1882, ch. 60, approved March 11, 1882. 
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66. SECOND SOCIETY OF UNIVERSALISTS IN THE TOWN oF BOSTON, 1816--, 
(federated) Arlington Street, corner of Boylston Street, Boston. 


Thirty-one years after the formation of the First Universalist Society 
in Boston (see entry 47), and only 1 year after the death of its gifted 
leader, Rev. John Murray, the Second Society of Universalists in the Town 
of Boston was incorporated by 21 male residents, on December 13, 1816. The 
first meeting was held on January 25, 1817, During the summer of that year, 
a plain one-story wooden meetinghouse was erected on School Street, the 
Site having been purchased April 28 and May 2, 1817, nearly opposite the 
present City Hall- This was adjacent to the site of the old French 
Huguenot Church, in the pulpit of which Rev, John Murray was stoned in 
1774. The new meetinghouse was dedicated in October 1817 Previously, 
meetings had been held in the homes of members. Rev Hosea Ballou was in- 
stalled as pastor December 25, 1817, and continued to serve until his death, 
June 7, 1852, His ministry and preaching made a distinct contribution to 
the development of Universalist thought. 


In his later years as minister, the Rev, Hosea Ballou was joined by 
Rev. Edwin Hubbell Chapin as associate pastor, and later by Rev. Alonzo 
Ames Miner, who succeeded to the pulpit when the Rev. Mr Ballou died 
Just before his death the School Street church was remodeled and services 


were held until 1872, 


In 1835, a Sunday School and a scholars’ library was organized for 
the children, and in the same year, the women of the church formed the 
Universalist Female Charitable Institute. This name was changed in 1869 
to the School Street Charitable Society, and again in 1890 to the Miner 
Charitable Society.. A teachers' library was established in 1841. 


A new granite church, with spire and belfry, was erected in 1871-2 
on Columbus Avenue, corner of Clarendon Street. In the same year, a 
business block replaced the old church on School Street, the Society con- 


tinuing as owner. 


Rev. Stephen Herbert Roblin came to the church as pastor in these 
years. Under him, a "clinic of last resort" was established, elt! out 


of a psychology club conducted by him at the church. 


During the Rev. Mr. Roblin’s pastorate, a division arose within the 
church resulting in two functions--the "proprietors" and the opposition 
fuction. When in 1914, a fire broke out in the Columbus Avenue Church 
destroying the pews and the organ, the proprietors claimed that the fire 
was incendiary, their claim being supported by fire and police officials, 
according to Mr. Hosea Starr Ballou. The opposition faction then contended 
that the pews, which had been burned, were non-existant, and therefore the 
former owners, they said, could no longer possess proprietary rights. A 
now form of voting membership was established with qualifications differing 


198 
Churches in Massachusetts 


[66 ] 


from those of church membership. The proprietors refused to accept these 
organization changes and made plans to restore the church interior. Be- 
cause of the conflict within the society, the plans for restoring the 
church were never carried out, 


In the years which followed the fire, the oroprietors met in a base- 
ment hall on Boylston Street, then for a few months in the chapel of the 
Second Unitarian Church of Brookline, corner of Sewall Avenue, and later 
the Society worshipped with the Harvard Congregational Church, Brookline, 
(see forthcoming Inventories of Unitarian and Congregational Archives in 
Massachusetts) , and then in the Fenwey Theatre on Massachusetts Avenue 
near Boylston Street, Boston, 


Some years were spent at the theatre and in 1922 the Society purchased ~ 
land on Ipswich Street at the corner of Boylston Street, Boston On the . 
Ipswich Street frontage the Hosea Ballou Chapel and a grey granite church, 
with 48 pews were built. Services were first held in the Hosea Ballou 
Chapel, and later in the church proper, which was finished and dedicated 
January 17, 1926. The church at this location was known as the "Church 
of the Redemption." The Society did not prosper in the years that fol- 
lowed, In June, 1928, the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 
9) took over all the property of the society with the understanding that it 
would continue to maintain the church. The Convention installed Rev. John 
Smith Lowe, later of Rockland, Maine, as pastor, with Rev. Cornelius 
Greenway as assistant pastor By 1935, the Convention found itself unable 
to continue the support of the church and sold the building to the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Boston, Corporation sole. The building is now oc- 
cupied by St, Clement's Catholic Church (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Roman Catholic Archives in Massachusetts). 


The Sunday School, which had been started in 1835 was revived and 
joined the Sunday School of the Arlington Street Church. Several societies, 
including the men's, women's and young people's groups, ceased functioning 
Only the Miner Charitable Society continued a separate existence, The 
formal organization of the Second Society continued, and the old group of 
proprietors has resumed control. An annual meeting is held each year by 
the proprietors , 


See: An Account of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Second Society 
of Universalists, Boston, December 18, 1892; also of the Proceedings of the 
Social Parish Banquet, January 26, 1893 (Boston Universalist Publishing House, — 
1893, 129 pp ); Percy Metclaf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist ; 
Churches in Massachusetts, p 61 for picture of Columbus Avenue Church; 
correspondence with Mr Hosea Starr Ballou, Brookline, and Mrs Frank B 
McSweeney, 27 Falmouth Street, Boston, in files of Historical Records Survey 
in Massachusetts. 


Minutes of annual meetings of the society and Standing Committee, 
1862-1884, 1 vol ; Minutes of Church business meetings, 1884-1919, 1 vol ; 
Expense and income journal, 1841-1871, 1 vol ; Treasurer's accounts, 1883--, 
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& vols ; Treasurer‘s accounts of management of School Street business 
block, 1875-1877, 1911-1922, 2 vols ; Treasurer's records of expenses of 
Ipswich Street church building, 1922-1931, 1 vol ; Financial reports of 
Building Committee of Ipswich Street church, 1822-1826, 1 vol ; itemized 
building account, Ipswich Street church, 1923-1927, 1 vol ; Deeds to pews 
record books, 1817-1872, 2 vols.; list of new owners, 1872-1914, 1877-1916, 
2vols , (no apparent reason for separate books running simultaneously) ; 
Pew accounts of assessments and collections, 1897-1916, 1 vol ; list of 
legacies to Second Society, including former legacies, 1911-1918, 1 vol ; 

_ list of members of Second Society, after change in bylaws, 1920-1935, 

1 vol ; list of parish members, 1926-1930, 1 vol ; Sunday School reports 
of teachers to superintendent, 1835-1843, 2 vols ; Sunday School orders of 
service, 1843-1847, 1 vol , (name Sunday School used in both these items) ; 
Minutes of Singing Society meetings, 1841-1848, 1 vol These records are 
kept in a basement room, metal lines, under the office of the Arlington 
Street church (see entry), corner of Arlington and Boylston Streets, 
Boston They are in the custody of Mr Arthur L Brown, 49 Hemenway St , 
Boston 


Pamphlet containing act of incorporation and bylaws.adopted December 23, 
1872, (Boston, John S Spooner, 1873), with amendments since adopted by 
Proprietors, in margins in long hand; notice of sale at auction of pews of 
Columbus Avenue Church, (with floor plan of pews, rules of regulating ‘sale, 
prices), Monday evening, December 23, 1872 These two documents are in 
the possession of Mr Hosea S Ballou, oldest living member of Board of 
Proprietors, 54 Auburn Street, Brookline Mr Ballou has additional 
historical papers in his possession He is writing a history of the 
society for publication after his death 


The following records are in the possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and ir the custody of Prof 
._ Alfred Storer Cole, librarian 


Extracts of minutes of society: Vote of the proprietors relating 
to transfer of land under and appurtenant to the meetinghouse, 1818; 
report fixing the salary of Rev Alonzo Ames Miner, 1872, 2 items; Register. 
Rev Mr Miner's personal records, deaths, 1864-95, those in Boston, 
meeie48-95, 3 vols , marriages, 1847-95, those in Boston, 1848-95, 2 vols ; 
' Receipts; Rev J H Chapin to the Rev Mr Miner for collections for 
Murray Centenary Fund, 1870-71, 10 items; Sunday School for interest on 
notes of the society, 1875-85, 21 items; Subscription lists For shares 
to build meetinghouse on School Street, 1817, 1 item; for contributions 
to Tufts College, 1863, 1 item; for contributions to Murray Centenary Fund, 
made) ) yo. : List of pew holders in School Street church, 1842, 1 item; 
Appraisement of pews, 1850, printed, 1 item; appraisement and plan of pews 
in Columbus Avenue, nd _, printed, 1 item; Receipts for pew taxes, 1875-86, 
62 items; Report of committee appointed 1824 to examine accounts of treasurer 
and clerk, nd, 1 item; Receipts of Sunday School with list of members, 
1891-98, 2 vols ; Report of subcommittee, voted to employ Rev T C Adams 
as colleague with Rev Hosea Ballou, 1842; warrant for meeting to incorporate, 
elect officers, and consider purchase of land and erection of meetinghouse, 


200 
[66 | Churches in Massachusetts 


1816; legal opinion on 12 questioned articles of bylaws, 1842; Act of 
Incorporation and By laws of the Second Universalist Society in Boston, 
Incorporated Dec. 13, 1816, Bylaws adopted Dec. 13, 1816, Bylaws adopted 
Dec. 23, 1872, reprinted with amendments to Oct. 1895, n.d., 1892; 
Proposed sudstitute for the bylaws now in force to be acted on Dec. 23, 
1872, addressed to the standing committee, (1872), printed; Resolution by 
society that the Rev. Mr. Miner reconsider his resignation, 1874; Petition 4 
from younger members of society requesting the Rev. Mr. Miner to withdraw 
his resignation, n.d.; Brief for a bill to repeal charter’ of socten 1921; 
Indenture with Mr. Chester Harding granting him certain building privileges) 
on adjoining property, 1831; Autographs of Universalist ministers collected 
by Rev. Mr. Miner, 8 items; Rev. A, A. Miner, Choosing Death Rather Than 
Life, (Boston, J. M. Usher, 1853), 22 pp., sermon delivered after the 
funeral of Mrs. Hosea Ballou, 1 vol.; A. St. John Chambre, Catechism for | 
Universalist Sunday Schools, 1869; Order of service for laying of corner- | 
stone (Boston, John S. Spooner, 1871), 2 ppv.; Compact and Form of Church j 
Government of the Second Universalist Society in Boston, with historical 
sketch, 1887; An Account of the Seventy-fifth Anniversarn OF the Second 
pslolept iety of Universalists, Boston, December 18, 1892; eiso Of the -ocier 
Parish Banquet, Tanuery 26, 1893 (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 
1893) , LeU GL TORG'. ean: Book of the Shawmut Universalist Church, 
popularly known as as Every-Day Church of Boston (Boston, R. H. Biredeete 
& Co., 1896), 117 pp.; Letters; Rebecca Mason Wait to Rev. John Murray 
re. his theology, n.d., copy c. 1874; Rev. Theophilus Fish to Rev. Hosea 
Ballou, describing trip to Washington, D. ©., and Richmond, Virginia, 18273 
1 item; Mr. William Barry, chairman of standing committee, to Messrs. John 
and Dudley R. Palmer, refusing part of church cellar, 1838)". items 
Barry to Mr. Samuel Smith, clerk and treasurer of society, requesting cor- 
rect list of proprietors of society with numder of pews owned by each 
(such information attached), 1842, 1 item; Mr. Barry and Mr. Pelham Bobbey § 
re. latter's resignation from standing committee, 1842, 2 items; Mr. . 
Lemuel Shaw to society protesting claim of $1060 from original subscribers 7 
for land sold to Mr. Lawson Lyon, n.d., 1 item; Mr. W. J. Adams, Clerics 
ir. Marshall Tenrny, chairman of standing committee of First Universalist — 
Society in Boston, and Mr. Smith, clerk, to standing committee of Fires 
Universalist Society in Boston, inviting latter society to use church 
during construction of new meetinghouse. First Universalist Society in 
Boston, 1838, 2 items; Mr. Henry N. Hoover, chairman, and Joseph L. Batess 
secretary of standing committee, to standing committee of First Universalist 
Society in Boston, transmitting vote of thanks for use of latter's church 
during rebuilding of society's meetinghouse, 1846, 1 item; Mr. Albert Guild, 
(secretary) of standing committee, to standing committee of First | 
Universalist Society in Boston, inviting latter society to use church dur- 
ing repair to meetinghouse of First Universalist Society in Boston, ac- 
knowledging invitation to use latter's church during repairs to society's 
meetinghouse, 1851, 1 item; Mr. Thomas A. Goddard, chairman of standing 
committee, to Mr. James Monroe, chairman of standing committec of Firs 
Universalist Society in Boston, inviting latter society to joint worship 
during summer months, 1861, 1 item; Rev. Abel C. Thomas to Mr. Barry « 
declining pastorate, n.d., 1 item; Rev. T. C. Adams to Mr. Benajeah Brigham, © 
accepting appointment for interview, and to standing committee, accepting 
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associate pastorate, 1842, 2 items; Mr. Barry to Mr. Smith, requesting 

copy of Rev. Mr. Adams’ acceptance, and to Standing committee, protesting 
election of Rev. Mr. Adams as associate by plurality, contrary to bylaws, 

and tendering his resignation from standing committee, 1842, 2 items; 

pairs Newton Talbot to Rev. Mr. Miner, notifying him of vote of society re. 
his acceptance of the presidency of Tufts College, 1862, 1 item; Rev. 

Mr. Miner to the society, relating attitude of trustees of Tufts College 
re. his resignation of pastorate, 1866, 1 item; Mr. James M Jacobs, chair- 
whan of standing committee, to Rev. Mr. Miner, informing him of election of 
'Rev. Henry I. Cushman as associate, and Rev. Mr. Miner to the society, 
acknowledging same, 1868, 2 items; Rev. Mr. Miner to the society, tendering 
resignation as senior pastor, and acknowledging resolution of society 

that same be withdrawn and promising to continue as pastor, 1874, 2 items; 
Rev. Mr. Miner to standing committee, proposing $1000 salary reduction, — 
1878, 1 item; Rev. Mr. Miner to society ,donating $1000 to reduce indebtedness 
of society and requesting reduction of salary to $1000, and Mr. Edward A. 
) bicknel1, clerk to Rev. M. Miner, thanking him for #1000 contribution, 
1885, 2 items; Rev A. J. Patterson, (pastor of First Universalist Society 
in Roxbury), to Rev Mr. Miner, protesting misinterpretation of statements 
ire. Rev. Rowland Connor's character, and denying knowledge of conservation 
between Rev. Mr. Connor and Dr. Fiske, 1875, 2 items; Mr, Smith, clerk, 
to standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, attesting 
to the appointment of Rev. Hosea Ballou and Mr. Samuel Hitchborn to confer 
‘re. application for assistance from the Universalist society, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y-, 1829, 1 item; Mr. Robert Bacon of Winchester to Rev- Mr. 
Miner, declining to subscribe'to Tufts College, 1860, 1 item; Rev. J. H. 
Chapin, financial secretary of Massachusetts Universalist Convention, to 
Rev. Mr. Miner reporting on contributions from Massachusetts to the Murray 
Centenary Fund, 1870, 1 item; Mr. D. W..Bohon of Richmond, Virginia, to 
)Rey. Mr. Miner, introducing Rev. T. D. Dashiell, rector of St. Mark's 
Church, seeking $2000 to buy chapel for Richmond negroes, 1872, 1 item; 
Rev. R. H. Dolliman, secretary of Universalist General Convention, to Rev. 
Mr. Miner, acknowledging referral of securing agent for San Francisco, and 
congratulating him on report of Universalist activity, 1874, 2 items; 

Rev. W. R. Chamberlain of Clinton, N. Y., to Rev. Mr. Miner, requesting 
‘funds for education of Rev. J. Mitchell's boy, 1875, 1 item; Rev. James 
Shrigley of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Rev. Mr. Miner, conveying 

Piece of wood from brace in Dr. George de Benneville's house, 1885, 1 item; 
Mir. C. E. Morrison, treasurer of society, to Rev. Mr. Miner, submitting 
financial reports, 1895, 1 item; Messrs. George W. Gage, Joseph Wing, N- C. 
Eayrs, John S. Dayen, Warren Boles, Moses Mellen, and T. C. Bacon, members 
of standing committee, to Rev. Mr. Miner, thanking him for oration at 
funeral of Rev. Hosea Ballou, 1852, 1 item; Rev. Thomas EH. Potterton, 
Pastor of Brookline Universalist Parish, to Rev. Mr. Miner, expressing 
appreciation of sermon, 1893, 1 item; S. A. Davis of Hartford, Connecticut, 
to Rev. Mr. Miner, presenting volume of early sermons, 1865, 1 item; Rev. 
A. J. Patterson to Rev. Mr. Miner, recommending that teachers who resigned 
from Mr. Connor's Sunday School return to "the old Church and School" 
(probably referring to Rev. Rowland Connor and the Second Universalist 
Society in Boston), 1868, 1 item; Nellie C Drew of Lawrence to Rev, Nr. 
Miner, desiring to be baptized and admitted to society, 1875, 1 item; 
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Mr A&C Gordon to Rev. Mr. Miner, reporting interview with Mr. Pingry i 
1883, 1 item; Mrs. W. H, Eayrs to Rev Nr Miner, requesting loan, 1861, — 
1 item; Rev. Mr. Miner to Mrs. Spooner of Boston, thanking her for birth- 
day greetings, 1884, 1 item; Rev. Hosea Ballou, end, president ef Tufts 
Colleze, to Rev, Mr. Miner, congratulating him on Fitchburg Temperance 
address, 1857, 1 item; Mr, Robert C. Pitman, president of the Prohibition © 
Party of Massachusetts, to Rev. Mr. Miner, informing him of his nomination 
as candidate for Governor, 1878, 1 item; Pictures: School Street church 
1817, 1853, and Columbus Avenue church, 1872, 3 items; Revs. Mr. Miner 

and Mr Chapin, 12 items; and Communion silver The following are kept in 
the metal container removed from the cornerstone of the Columbus Avenue 
church laid September 13, 1871: Plans and Valuation of the pews in the ) 
Second Universalist Church, School Street, Boston, 1851, printed, 2 items; 
Rev Hosea Ballou and Rev Edward Turner, The Universalist Hymn-Book: = 
New Collection of Psalms and Hymns for the use of Universalist Societies ~ 
(Bos ston, Munroe and Francis, 1829), 396 pp , 1 vol ; Henry Bacon, ce 
Book with a Selection of Tunes and Hymns fer Sabbath Schools (Boston, 
Tompkins & Company, nd.,), 216 pp , 1 vol ; Asa Hull, The Casket of Sunday: 
School Melodies, No 1 (Philadelphia, Asa Hull, nd), 144 pp ,“) yore 
A. Miner, A Discourse Delivered in School Street Chureh, Boston, at the 


ee Se cee 


Funeral of the Rev Hosea Ballou, Senior Pastor (Boston, Second Universalist | 
Society in Boston, 1852), 56 pp , 1 vol ; Hosea Ballou, An Examination of Y 
the Doctrine of Future Retribution (Boston, James M Usher, 1859), 216 pp J 
1 vol.; Hosea Ballou, A Treatise on Atonement, 6th ed (Boston, A. Tompkins 
1860), 228 pp , 1 vol ; Hosea Ballou, Notes on the Parables of the New 
Zestament, scripturally illustrated and argumentatively defended (Boston, 
A. Tompkins, 1860), 297 pp , 1 vol.; Hosea Ballou, A Series of Lecture 
Sermons delivered at the Second Universalist Meetinghouse, 3rd ed (Boston, 
A Tompkins, 1860), 375 pp , 1 vol ; Caroline A Soule, Memoirof Rey ™ 
Henry B Soule, 3rd ed (Boston, Abel Tompkins, 1860), 396 pp , 1 vol ; 9 
History of the Second Universalist School of Boston, with list of teachers, 
1825-"1, officers, 1855-70) oa) JO 7s oles Compact and Form of Church 
Goverment of the Second Uniyerceti ee Church, School Street, with an appe 
(Boston, Jonn © “Spooner, 1862) ) Lacon, ae rer ; Charter and Bylaws of the 
Shawmut Universalist Society in Boston and of its Standing Committee, with 


red 


an Historical Appendix (Boston, J & . Spooner, 1865), 16%pp omen 


Catalogue of Books Belonging to the Library of the 2nd Universalist Sabbath 
School, School Street (Boston, John S Spooner, 1868), 70 pp , 1 vol ; | 
The Ladies Repository, A Religious and Literary Magazine for the Home Circle 
(Mrs Phoebe A Hanaford and Mrs Henrietta A Bingham, eds ), scattered, 
July, 1868- September, 1871 (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1868- 71) 
5 vols ; The Universalist Quarterly, Rev Thomas B Thayer. G2pr% aot 2 


oe Se eco 


October, 1870, (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, ae Bag 88 ke ‘The 


Gocamenins | copupsennieccaseonnapanmssboes . Cbataay meets 


ied DOr MEO Rew. oneal 0 Skinner, ipso TaepoNee try Publishing 
House, Mipara yc BO. Whey olla odes Behe Mi Rerpern , 1871, 26 items; phofoemm 
graphs of Revs, Hosea Ballou, Edwin Hubbell Chapin, and Henry I Cushman, 
and of Tufts College, 4 items; and silver plate, sudoriind with lists of ” 
pastors, deacons, members of standing committee and building committeéc, am 
September 13, 1871, 1 item. Hosea Ballou, St. Paul A Universalist ‘Boston, 
Henry Bowers, 1822) , 14 pp., 1 vol , in possession of the Billerica 
Historical Soho Cummings’ House, Billerica 
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Property recordings at the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
band on School Street, purchase, transfer, and sale, vol 255, p. 17, re- 
Geracd May 15) 18L73\ vol 1/296)" pi2135;\ recorded January!) 29;(1825*" vol \/4841, 
p. 614, recorded February 1, 1922; Land on Columbus Avenue, purchase, and 
sale to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol 1042, np. 156-57, re- 
eerded April 10, 1871; vol. 5022, p. 185, recorded July 18, 1928; Land on 
Boylston Street, purchase, transfer to Massachusetts Universalist Convention 
and sale by the Massachusetts Universalist Convention to the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Boston, a corporation sole, vol 4365, p. 432, recorded May 11, 
Bees VOL. 0022, pp. 186-87, recorded July 18, 1928; vol 5562, p 181, re- 
corded October 11, 1935. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1816, ch. 96, approved December 13, 1816; confirmation of 
Pete vO certain real estate, Ibid., 1896, ch 99, anproved February 19, 
1896; authorization to hold additional real estate, Ibid , 1918, ch 168, 
approved May 28. 1918 


Record of Supreme Court cases: 237 Mass. Reports 619, opinion denying 
power of legislature to revoke charter 


6” FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN WESTMINSTER, 1816-- (dormant ) , 
Main Street, (Whitmanville), Westminster 


As early as 1814, one resident of Westminster had formally notified 
moe town clerk that he had joined the "religious society in Dane called 
Universalist" (see entry 52) and in 1816, a second person was declared. 
by the town to have become a member of the Universalist group at Shirley 
(see entry 61) About 1817, the First Universalist Scciety in Westminster 
wes organized On November 24, 1817, this group asked the town "that they 
heve the privilege of supplying the desk at the meetinghouse with a preacher 
four Sabbaths in the year." This request was denied 


On February 7, 1820, the society was incorporated and the building of 
‘a meetinghouse begun The first parish meeting of those who hed withdrawn 
from the established church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
Archives in Massachusetts) was held on April 25, 1820, in the home of 
Zachariah Whitman in what is now Whitmanville Money was raised to supvort 
Preaching and plans meade for sale of vews in the church The building was 
finally dedicated on July 3, 1821, with Rev. Edward Turner preaching 


Rev. Levi Briggs was the first settled pastor, serving from 1822-24, 
He was followed by Rev Charles Hudson, an advocate of temperance, during 
whose pastorate it was voted to lessen the expense of funerals by "dispensing 
with giving ardent spirits to all unnecessary attendants; dispensing with in- 
viting the pallbearers back to the home of the deceased for refreshments; 
dispensing with wearing any more badges of mourning than a dlack ribbon on 
the arm, or a weed on the hat of a male or a ribbon on the bonnet or cap of 


- 
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the female," Because of the great support and interest in the society, it 
was voted in March 1833, to move the church nearer the central part of town. 
After the Rev. Mr. Hudson, the Rev Paul Dean, formerly of Boston and ag- 
sociate of Jonn Murray, became pastor. Under him in 1842, the first cele- 
bration of Christmas in the town took place in the church. In 1852, the 
gelleries were removed and other repairs made on the church, 


In 1870, the church ceased to have a regular pastor, In 1875, it was 
supplied by the minister from Gardner. It had other regular pastors for a 
time, but in 1933, when regular services ceased, the Rev Olifford Davis 
Newton was the supply pastor. On April 8, 1872, the parish admitted women 
to full membership in the society. The church has been the recipient of 
several gifts of money, In 1919, an endowment fund was established Be- 
cause of these funds, the society maintains its legal existence and holds 
one service every 3 years. In 1933, the property was leased to the local 
American Legion post, 


See: "100th Anniversary Commemoration Address" September 18, 1933, by 
Mrs. Laura Miller, Westminster, original in her possession; Percy Metcalf 
Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p 
29 for picture of church, 


Minutes of society, with treasurer’s reports, 1820--, 1 vol , in 


possession and custody of Mr Charles F. Giles, clerk, Westminster: Receipts 


and expenditures, with constitution, members, dismissals, 1820-79, 1 vol 
in possession of Mrs. Laura Miller, Westminster; Transcript from minutes, 
regarding trust funds, bequests, wills, 1901-31, 1 vol , in possession and 


? 


¥ 
custody of Mr Giles, | 


No property recordings have been found, 


Record of Legislative Enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1819, ch. 101, approved February 7, 1820. 


68, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY IN LEVERETT , 1817-ca, 1859 (defunct), 
Leverett. 


In 1817 residents of Leverett and Shutesbury organized a Universalist 
Society which was incorporated by an act of the legislature approved June 
12, 1818, as the First Universalist Society in Leverett Rev. Joshua Flagg 
was the first settled minister, The society was reorganized in 1826 and 
continued to function until about 1859. Rev. John H. Willis was probably 
the last minister to serve the society 


Minutes of society, n.d., 1 item; Petition signed by 10 members to 
Roswell Field, justice of the peace, for warrant to call meeting, warrant, 
order of assessors to clerk to call meeting, notice of meeting, 1826-27, 

4 items; all items in possession of Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association, 
Memorial Hall, Deerfield, and in custody of Mrs. J, M. Arms Sheldon, curator. — 
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» Record of legislative enactments: incorporation, Massachusetts Special 
ws, 1818, ch. 29, approved June 12, 1818. 


(69. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, a. 1818 = ca. 1862 (defunct), Mount 
Washington. 


dhere were Universalists in Mt. Washington before 1818 and it is probable 
% services were held by them in the town meetinghouse with supply preachers. 
fabout i816, funds derived from the letting of tne minister's lot were di- 
ed among the Universalists, Methodists (see forthcoming Inventory of 
hhodist Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts), Presbyterians (see forthcoming 
entory of Presbytcrian Archives in Massachusetts), and Baptists (see forth- 
ome inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) .~ Ee, L685" Me. 
iShington was one of 10 active societies in the Winchester Association.© 
No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


70. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN MARLBOROUGH, ca. 1818--, 


, 206 Main 
Street, Marlborough. 


' The doctrine of Universal salvation was preached in Marlborough as 
rly as 1806, when Rev. John Murray of Boston officiated at the funeral 
Mrs. Joseph Brigham. Nearly two decades later, on February 10, 1824, 
First Universalist Church in Marlborough was incorporated. The organ-. 
Pegation of the society had taken place some years prior to this, as an 

my, dated May 25, 1818, in the treasurer's book, recorded a payment to 
» Elias Smith, and also payment to Mr. Charles Cogswell for keeping the 
Cher's horse. Another entry was made in April 1819 for remuneration 
"the services of Rev. Robert L. Killam, who is reported to have been 
first settled minister. Previous to the organization of the society, 
tings had been held in private homes. ; 


The first regular meeting place was in Mr. John Thayer's tavern at ol 
n Street; by 1828, the group had transferred its place of meeting across 
le street to Mr. John Cotting’s tavern. A meetinghouse was erected in 


peeks. Keith: in Hi story of Berkshire County, vol. &, p. #29, 
2, Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Minutes of the Council, 
Bip. Las 
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what was known as East Village, now East Main Street, which was dedicated 
on September 2, 1829, with Rev. Sebastian Streeter of Boston preaching the i 
This edifice was a wooden structure of Colonial design, with a a 


| 


sermon. 
belfry. 


A Sunday School had been formed in 1825, and the church organization 
was formally established on February 14, 1831. After a few years, church 
activity declined to such an extent that the building was sold. It was =| 
destroyed by fire in 1845. After the sale of the edifice, services were 
held irregularly in private homes until 1863, when a warrant was issued | 
on September 18, for a meeting to be held the following October 3, in the ~ 
Town Hall, for reorganization of the society. On October 24, the new | 
society voted to invite Rev. Sylvanus Cobb to supply the pulpit until a 
permanent arrangement for a settled pastor could be made. A Ladies' Aid 
Society was formed the following year. 


A report was given on January 23, 1865, that land could be secured 
from Mr. Samuel Boyd, on which to build a church. . This was done and a 
church building erected, located at 206 Main Street. Dedication services 
were held on February 28, 1866. In April of that same year, a new church 
organization was formed. Rev. William A. Start was invited to become the 
first settled minister of the reorganized society, and was installed on 
May 9, 1865, serving for 4 or 5 years. Before long, another period of Gn-s 
activity took place and the shureh building was closed, but on April 28; 
1879, the society voted to make all necessary repairs, and to raise the 
structure and build stores on the ground floor, below the auditorium, for 
rental, Again in 1907, extensive repairs were made. A fire in 1926 de- 
stroyed the interior of the church, necessitating complete repairs. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 13, 1828; Percy 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 53 for picture of church: George M. Moore, "First 
Universalist Church in Marlborough," 1939, 12 pp., in eustody of the authongas 
22 Maple Street, Marlborough. 4 


aS 
w 


The following records are in the custody of Mr. George M. Moore, chair= 4% 
man,22 Maple Street, Marlborough, except when otherwise noted: Minutes of | 
church, with constitution, bylaws, and articles of faith, 1831-47, 1866——j 
with Register of members, christenings and deaths, 1891--, loose sheet and 
4 vols.: Minutes of society, with list of members, and bylaws, 1863--, 5 i 
vols., current volume in custody of Mr. L. E. Burness, clerk, 277) Mecham a 
Street, Marlborough; Receipts and expenditures of church, 1818-42, 1888--, 
& vols., current volume in custody of Mrs. M. A. Fernald, treasurer wo 
Essex Street, Marlborough, Sunday School attendance record, and diary of 
activities, 1882--, 58 vols.; The Church Agreement, Articles of Faith, 
Covenant and Constituion of the First Universalist Church in Marlboro 


ORS RE EERSTE CRS RE CREE | Ge 


(Marlborough, Mirror Print, 1866), 16 pp. 


i 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Land on Fast Main Street, purchase, mortgage and a 
auction, vol. 355, p. 134, recorded July 9, 1836; vol. 737, p. 157, recorded = 
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May 6, 1856; vol. 883, p. 43, recorded March 4, 1862; land at 206 Main Street, 
purchase two partial sales, four mortgages and discharges, vol. PO ty (hae 
recorded September 35, 1867; vol. 1017, p. 15, recorded September PAPERS Oh A Coes 8 
Mepeovc, p. 642, recorded July 24, 1913; vol. 1117, p. 77, recorded June i 2S 70% 

eee 1001, p. 90, recorded February 11, 1879; vol. 1513, p.- 239, recorded June 
Meee O79, vol. 1795, p. 390, recorded May 6, 1887; vol. 1501, g. 9L,. recorded 
Meerueary i1,°3879; vol. 1513, p. 238, recorded June 27, 1879: vol. 1 Oy) Bien POOR 
recorded May 6, 1887; vol. 3540, p. 54, recorded August 6, 1910; land on Park 
Street, purchase, mortgage and discharge, vol. 4521, p. 56, recorded June Hele 
Meec, VOl. 0621; p. 106,. recorded May 23, 1934. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts Special 
meebaws, 1625, ch. 96, approved February 10, 1824. 


71. SECOND UNIVERSAL SOCIETY IN BROOKFIELD, 1819-76 (defunct) East 
Brookfield. 


The Second Universal Society in Brookfield was organized in 1819 by 
residents of Podunk, the southeasterly section of Brookfield. This organ- 
ization was stimulated by Rev. John Bisbee, Jr., minister of the First 
Universalist Society of Western and Brookfield (see entry 56). 


In 1820, a church building was erected on land owned by Moses Hobbs on 
the east side of the Charlton road, 4 miles from the center of what is now 
East Brookfield. The meetinghouse was dedicated and the Rev. Mr. Bisbee, 
Jr., was ordained on November 14, 1521. The land, on which the meetinghouse 
stood, was purchased from Mr. Hobbs in February 1827. The minister served 
until 1824, and the pulpit was then supplied by pastors from neighboring 
communities. Gradually the church building developed into a social center. 
About 1870, the pews were sold and removed by the heirs of the original 
grantees, and the church was renovated and renamed Union Hall. Church serv- 
fees and social functions for all denominations were then held in the hall. 
A fire, in 1881, destroyed Union Hall and it was not replaced. In 1882, the 
year after the fire, another building, called Union Chapel, was erected on 
the west side of the Charlton road, about a mile nearer. the center of what 
is now Fast Brookfield. Union services on Sunday and social activities were 
continued here (see forthcoming Inventory of Federated Archives in 


Massachusetts). 


Two certificates of membership are in the possession of First 
Congregational (Unitarian) Society and in custody of Rev. Howard A. 
MacDonald. No other records have been found, but Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, 
p. 139, cites records 1819-76, in possession of Moses Hobbs as of 1889. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds: Church site, purchase, vol. 263, p. 588, recorded February 10, 1827. 
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22, FIRST LIBERAL SOCIETY OF WEST BOYLSTON, 1819-85 (defunct) , 
West Boylston. 


During the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Shedd in the First Congregational 
Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in 
Massachusetts) evangelical sentiment became confirmed and in 1819 the liber 
element seceded and formed the First Liberal Society of West Boylston. The 
society was composed of Universalists and Unitarians (see forthcoming 

Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). They erected a meeting- 


EES 


house in 1832 on the site of the first Congregational meetinghouse, burned 
in 1831. In 1859, Rev. John Howard Willis, a Universalist, became pastors 
remaining until about 1863. In that year, the secretary of the Massachusett 
Universalist Convention reported: "It has always been considered a Unitarign - 
Society until about two years ago. At present all who manifest any interest 
in the society are Universalists.. . . 'we are small in numbers, but lange 
in spirit and with God s blessing mean to go ahead.'"1l In 1867, Rev. Willis 
F. Potter was pastor. By 1872-73 only occasional services were being held | 


and the society seems to have become defunct in 1885. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 1, 1838. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 78, cites records, 1830-85, but no records 
have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


73. UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF CANTON (Norfolk Universalist Society), 
1819--, 569 Washington Street, Canton. ‘ 


The first record of any organized Universalist group in Canton occurs ~ 
in 1819, when the Norfolk Universalist Society was formed, possibly as a 
result of missionary work by Rev. Edwin Thompson. Meetings were held at 
Downes’ Tavern in 1820, but were probably discontinued about 1830, with only 
occasional services, some of them in the "chapel at the Stone Factory," 
being held until 1840. In that year Rev. Asa P. Cleverly resumed the mis- 
Slonary work, preaching part time, at first in the Amory Building in South 
Canton, and later in 4 school house, On August 1, 1842, Rev. Abraham Norwood 
began a 2-year residence in Canton. He states in his Pilgrimage of a Pilg rim 
"My settlement was an experiment, which, however, did not prove an n eminently 
successful one; for though 1 remained there two years, and several efforts — 
were made, yet we could not succeed even in organizing a Universalist 
society. There were good and willing people enough to have formed a very 


i 


1. Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Minutes of the Council, a 
1863, "p19. i a TR ae ae ae | 
2. Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, September 6, 1834. a 
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respectable one; but every effort was thwarted by a few crooked sticks 

. that chanced, at that time, to grow on Zion's hill, and which could not 

be straightened. We owned no church, but met in an inconvenient hall. 
We had good conference meetings, and a Sabbath school; but things in the 

_ business world were in a low condition,: and prevented the friends from 
doing as they wished."! The hall he mentions was Union Hall at Church 

' and Neponset streets. In 1845 the town meeting voted to allow the 

' Universalists the use of the Town Hall in Canton Centre. The next year, 

however, services were held at Universalist Hall. Finally, in 1847, a 

meetinghouse, still used by the society, was erected on land purchased 

from Elijah Atherton and Mary Drake and dedicated on November 10 the 

same year. It is a one-story wooden Colonial building. 


The Universalist Parish of Canton was incorporated in 1849. The 
first settled minister was Rev. Joseph Crehore who came in 1854, and re- | 
mained until 1857. The church building was remodelled in 1879. Further | 
changes were made in 1891, by moving the organ to the front of the church, 
constructing two rooms on either side of the vestibule, adding a tower 
and bell, two memorial windows and changing the front entrance to a 
Single one. In 1892, the church was rededicated and 8 years later, a new 


a parish house directly adjoining the church was built and dedicated. 


Church and parish combined in 1933, and a new constitution and bylaws were 
adopted. 


See: Isabel Robinson, "History of the First Universalist Church of 
Canton, Mass." (n.d., t.ms.), 5 pp., in possession of Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Prof. Alfred 
Storer Cole, librarian (original manuscript in possession of author at her 
home, 30 Endicott Street, Canton): Order of services at the ordination of 
George William Perry, July 9, 1868, (Watertown, New York, Ingalls & Co., 
1868), 3 pp., in the rare volume department of the Boston Public Library, 
Copley Square, Boston. Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 33 for picture of church; 
Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, September 6, 1834, November 6, 1847, 
July 7, 1849. 


Minutes of church and parish meetings, with financial accounts of 

the society, 1912--, (prior records unknown), 1 vol., Register: Members, 
baptisms, marriages, deaths, 1859--, 1 vol., the above two records are in L 
the possession and custody of Mrs. Robert L. Shaw, clerk, 1167 Pleasant ) 
Street, Canton; Minutes of Ladies' Social Circle, with financial accounts, . 
1891--, 3 vols., in the possession and custody of Mrs. John E. Estee, 
secretary, 293 Sherman Street, Canton; Minutes of Mission Circle (defunct) 
with financial accounts 1924-39, 2 vols., in the possession and custody of j 

Mrs. Fred S. Lincoln, secretary, 372 Pleasant Street, Canton: Minutes of i 
Young People's Christian Union, with financial and social reports, 1931--, 
1 vol., in possession and custody of Miss Catherine Beis, secretary, 149 | 


a 


1. Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim, pp. 290-296. 
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Bolivar Street, Canton; Minutes of Conklin Club, with financial accounts, 


1923--, 3 vols., in possession and custody of Mr. Fay Munson, 


secretary, 425 Pearl Street, Stoughton; Financial accounts and attendance 


records of Sunday School, kept by the Council for Religious Education, 
1938-39, 1 notebook in possession and custody of Mr. Albion Fleteher, 
secretary, Turnpike, Canton. 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 


Land on Washington Street, purchase and transfer to society, vol. 170, p. 
317, recorded February 20, 1847; vol. 185, p. 5, recorded February 5, 1849. 


74. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY IN BERNARDSTON (Restoration Society), 


1820-90 (defunct), Depot Street, Bernardston. 


A Restoration Society was organized in Bernardston on September 4, 


1820 On November 5, the first religious service was held in the village 


schoolhouse with Rev. Jacob Wood as preacher In June 1821, services 


were transferred to the meetinghouse of the First Baptist Church on Church 


Street (see forthcoming inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts). 
Plans for the building of a meetinghouse were under way in 1822. Land 


was ecauired on Devot Street, and in 1823 a church building was dedicated. 


The society incorporated on February 7, 1824, as the First Universalist 
Society in Bernardston. Rev. John Brooks came in that year as the first 
settled pastor, serving for 5 years. He had studied medicine at 
Westminister, Vermont, and was practicing medicine when he undertook to 
become minister of this group. He returned to medicine after this one 
pastorate. In 1852, the meetinghouse was repaired and a belfry added. 
Rededication services took place December 22, 1852. In this year, some 
members left to join the Universalist society in Leyden (see entry Lig 
Services became less regular in the years that followed and finally 
ceased in 1885. The last settled nastor was Rev. Ezekiel W. Coffin, 
1876-79. The vroperty was deeded to the Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention (see entry 9) in 1888. The building was later sold and is 
now used as a tenement house. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 129, cites society records, 1820-53. 
1845-85, but no records have been found. 


Property recordings at the Franklin County Registry of Deeds, 
Greenfield: Land on Depot Street, purchase, transfer to and from 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, and sale to Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, vol, 63, p. 37, recorded August 14, 1826; vol 
590, p.'292, recorded Mey 12, 1888; vol, 394, pp. 370-71, recordeas) as 
14, 1888; vol. 413, p. 41, recorded April 30, 1890; conditional bequest, 
vol 377, ‘p. 104, recorded ‘March 1) i976. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1823, ch. 82, approved February 7, 1824. 
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75. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SUCIETY IN ROXBURY, 1920--, Fenno Street, 
corner of Buena Vista Street, paca biey Boston. ' 


ie 


1 Universalism was first preached in Roxbury by Rev Hosea Ballou on 
November 29, 1818, at the Town Hall. Occasional preaching of the 
‘Universalist message followed until, in 1820, an arrangement was made 
for preaching on alternate Sundays: oe the Rev. Mr Ballou, minister ofr 
_ the Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston, (see entry 
» 66) and Rev. Paul Dean, pastor of the First Society (see entry AL? eae bak ry 
Beecoruaery 1820, a society was incorporated to establish a church. 

| 


The first meeting was held early on March 2nd. to select a committee 
to choose a site for the new church and to draft by laws By the end of the 
month, a site had been found and the committee authorized to proceed with 
meewpurchase and the erection of a church. The building, located on Guild 
Row, was completed within the year, and was dedicated on January 4, 1821, 
Rev. Hosea Ballou preaching at the services. 


) On May 8, 1821, Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2nd, was called to the pastorate 
and was installed on July 26, the sermon pains preached by the Rev. Mr 
ee Lean. The church was "recognized" on January 4, 1822, with Rev. Edward 
_ urner preaching. Instruction for children began in August 1830, when a 
Board of Instructors for the school was organized 


The Rev. Mr. Ballou, 2nd, resigned on April 28, 1838, and was followed 
by Rev. Asher Moore who stayed only a short time In January 1841 Rev 
Cyrus H. Fay became pastor. A vestry was added to the church at this time 
to accomodate the Sunday School The Rev Mr. Fay resigned in 1849, on 
account of Poor nealth. In this year, the interior of the chureh was 
renovated and an organ vourchased In 1860, the vestry was again enlarged. 


The church building was burned January 15, 1894 The present stone 
church, at the corner of Buena Vista and Fenno streets, was dedicated 
September 1895. To that church Rev. Frederick W Hamilton was called as 
pastor, remaining until June 1906 . 


a In 1927, the Winthrop Street Methodist Episcopal Church (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Methodist Archives in Massachusetts) united “with the 

' Universalist church for work and worship, but keeping its own pastor. 
This union was dissolved in 1930, when a merger with the Eliot © 
Congregational Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 

» Archives in Massachusetts) was proposed. The merger did not materialize, 
’ but the Methodists left and worshipped with the First Free Baptist Church, 
Warren and Deckard streets (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives 
in Massachusetts). The Methodist church has since gone out of existence 
7) and many of its members returned to the Universalist Church. 


During 1927, the Swedish Congregational Church (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) , which had met on 
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Cabot Street, moved into the Universalist church on 4 rental. basis, re- 
maining until April 1936, when they moved into their new church. Regular 
services are held with an acting pastor. 


See: The Semi-Centennial Memorial of the Universalist Church, 
Roxbury, Mass, (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 1871), 108 pp ; 
Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 21 for picture of church built in 1895; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834; also, Hosea Ballou, Sermon at 
Dedication (Boston, 1821); The declaration of faith, compact and platform 
(Boston, H, Bowen, 1822), 8 pp., in the rare volume department of the 
Boston Public Library 


Minutes of annual and special meetings of parish, 1820--, 4 vols.; 
Minutes of standing committee, 1867, 6 vols.; Records of clerk of church, 
1820--, 4 vols,.; Minutes of Mission Circle, 1905-15, 2 vols , these rec- 
ords kept in safe in church, in custody of the clerk; Minutes of Roxbury 
Auxiliary, 1905-15, 1 vol.; Warrants of standing committee to clerk to 
call church meetings, 1820-23, 1838-39, 1875-77, 1880, 1888, 30 items; 
Notice of annual and special meetings of church, issued by clerk, 1878-79, 
1882-83, one undated, 5 items, these records stored in attic; Register: 
Members, baptisms, christenings, deaths, withdrawals and transfers, list 
of members revised in 1867 and 1920, {with Declaration of Faith and Uniting 
Compact), 1820--, 1 vol; Register: Lists of ministers, clerks, treasurers, 
deacons, Sunday School suverintendents, 1820--, 1 vol. , copied and compiled 
in 1920 by clerk (entries now made in both Registers); Receipts and ex- 
penditures, 1820--, these records in safe; Cash book, 1856-1922, 5 vols ; 
Receipts from offerings and disbursements for charity and expenses of com- 
munion table, scattered 1845-62, 1 vol ; Weekly offerings, 1889-98, 1909- 
12, 2 vols ; Report of treasurer, 1877, 1881-82, 1895, 4 items, these 
several above items in attic; Subscriptions made for church, ca 1820, 
loose paper, in safe; Report on debts of society, March 21, 1882, in attic; 
Report of auditor, 1821, 1842, 2 items, in possession and custody of Mr. 
Charles W. Harris, chairman, 15 Wakullah Street, Roxbury; Vouchers, re- 
ceipts, receipted bills, scattered 1820-79, ca. 585 items, 1902-14, ca. 
1934 items; Cancelled checks, 1893-1911, 8 bundles, ca. 2215 items; resig- 
nation of Joseph W. Dudley, treasurer, September 5, 1868; Oath to be taken 
by treasurer, loose paper; Receipts and expenditures of Mission Circle, 
1908-11, 1.vol.; Pew rental accounts, 1861-73, 1879-86, 1898-1912, 1927-30 
(with special offerings and funds), 4 vols.; Pew deeds, scattered 1872-84, 
12 items, printed form, these records kept in attic; Pew sales, 1875-92, 

1 vol., in custody of Mr. Harris; Report of committee to appraise pews, 
January 11, 1821; Pew valuations, with names of occupants, 1871-73, 1 yola; 
Execution of judgment against Joel W. Gray for failure to vay pew rent 

_ (Gray sent to Dedham jail), May 31, 1823; Agreement of consent by pewholders 
to alter pews if expenses can be met, 31 signatures, n.d , loose paper; 
Report of committee to obtain consent of pewholders to alter pews, April 

2, 1857, loose paper; Agreement of pewholders to pay cost of altering pews, 
Avril 2, 1857, loose papers; Agreement to buy pews, December 30, 1868, 

loose paper; Authorization to standing committee to issue deeds to pews, 

and to record transfers and sales with treasurer, March 16, 1876, loose 
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_ Joseph W. Dudley for estate of Aaron Gay, 1828-34, loose papers; Report of 

building committee, March 22, 1820, loose vapers; report of building com-, 

mittee, March 5, 1896, loose paper, these records kept in attic; Specifica- 

)tions for erection of new church, by Woodbury and Leighton, August 20, 1894, 

‘loose papers, t+, in custody of Mr, Harris; Specifications for installation 

of electricity, n.d., loose papers, in attic; Agreement for installation of 

' electricity, March 9, 1895, loose papers; Mutual releases of contract, 

H March 14 and 17, 1896, loose papers, t.; Contract with Tiffany Glass 

Company for windows, 1895, loose paper, t,; Agreement on building organ, 

)December 20, 1894, loose paper, t., these in custody of Mr. Harris; Report 

/of-entertainment committee, with bills March 1890, 15 items; Report of 

meoumittee regarding more room for scheol, March 7, 1854, in attic; Certifi- 

. cate of incorporation, February 24, 1820, in safe; Legal opinion on terms 

"of incorporation, July, 1894, in custody of Mr. Harris; Rules and bylaws, 

mH Signed by clerk and moderator, March 16, 1820, loose papers; Constitution 
"of First Universalist Singing Society, August 30; 1820, loose paper; Notice 

from standing committee regarding change of minister, loose paper; Petition 

_ of standing committee to mayor of Roxbury requesting he prohibit running 

_ of horse cars past the church during hours of services, March 7, heoy 

' loose paper; Agreement between owners of Dudiey Lands and society, April 

8, 1820, loose paper, above items kept in attic; Deeds to Guild Row property, 

May 9, 1820; to lot adjoining original Guild Row property, December 9, 1828, 

_ to Fenno Street proverty, 1894, these papers kept in safe; Agreement of 

' standing committee to deed piece of land to town of Roxbury to widen street 

it street may be named Winslow Street, July 16, 1833, in custody of Mr 

Harris; Agreement regarding drain on church property 22% oc OE pa aay Shay A ORS PO A 

:: of sale of Guild Row property, these two papers in safe; Rees Se! nee dis- 

) charge, ie oewanc oro, LOSd,..and 1894, printed form, in’ custody of, Mr 

4 Harris; Address book of ome ea ase 1915, one undated, 2 notebooks; 

Zz t+tendance book of Roxbury Auxiliary, 1916-25, 1 nete book; Attendance 

a. books of Sunday School for teachers and scholars, 1857-60, 1871-85, 1888, 

a 8 vols.; Correspondence, business, of Roxbury Auxiliary, scattered 1917-26, 

D976 items; Copy of extract of will of Gilbert S. May, loose paper; Transcrip- 

tion of Civil War diary, September and October 1862, unsigned, the above 

" papers and volumes kept in attic; Letters: Hosea Ballou, 2nd, submitting 

' Tesignation, April 28, 1838; Hosea Ballou, 2nd, to Horace B. Stiles, in- 

_ forming him he has been admitted to membership, May 4, 1838, (framed, hanging 

in chapel); calls to, and resignations from, Deer as covering 1840-66, 

8 items, these ars kept in attic; from UE Elsie Ste. of organs regarding 

' purchase of same, 1868, 11 items; Harley Newcomb, resignation as director 

' of music, May 1, 1869; Rev. R. Tomlinson, unable to preach on date desjred, 

April 9, 1870; business relating to building of new church, 1894-95, t., 

ce. 200 items, in custody of Mr. Harris; Programs: Installation of Rev 

William Henry Ryder, March 10, 1850, printed, in attic; semi-centennial 

> celebration in old church, January 4, 1871; centennial celebration in new 
church, October 17 and 18, 1920, in safe; The Directory, 1858-66, 1868-86, 

1888-1900, 1902-11, 1915-16, 53 pamphlets, in attic; Christian Preacher, 

_ monthly publication of original sermons by living Universalist ministers, 

‘e edited and published by William A.. Drew, Augusta, Maine), July-September, 

852, February, March, December, 1833, in attic; Library of theological 

books, on Universalism, etc 


214 
Kk 
Churches in Massachusetts [75] 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: Land — 
on Guild Row, purchase, purchase of adjacent lot, vol. 65, ». 95, recorded | 
May 9, 1820; vol. 87, p. 69, recorded December 5, 1828; Land at Dudley 

" Street and Shawmut Avenue, vurchase, vol. 1168, p. 72; and at Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds, Boston: Land of Guild Row, mortgage, discharge, and saleg 
vol. 1671, py. 417, recorded March’ 31, 1885; vol. 217%, p. 4160) rece es 
January 30, 1894; vol. 2406, p. 215, recorded December 12, 1896; Land vom 
Dudley Street, mortgage and discharge, vol. 949, p. 222, recorded January 
23, 1869; vol. 1168, p. 72, recorded July 14, 1873; Land on Fenno Street; 
and adjacent lot, purchases, vol. 2216, p. 211, recorded August 2, ylagee 

. vol. 2599, p. 561, recorded November 13; 1896. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1819, ch. 151, approved February 24, 1820; pe 
estate; Ibid. ,).1836,. ch, 185; approved Aprils our 1eaon 


76. FIRST UNIVERSALIST RESTORATION RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, 1821-68, 
(defunct), Junction*of Grafton Rosd and Worcester Turnpike, 
(South) Shrewsbury. 


In rebellion against the extrema Calvinistic dogmas of Rev. Samuel 
H. Ingersoll, ministsr of the First Congregational Parish, (see forthcoming 
inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts), and his refusal to | 
exchange his pulpit with neighbor’ng ministers of more liberal views, a 
group of liberal Calvinists formed the First Universalist Restoration 
Religious Society on April 11, 1821, in Shrewsbury. This group was augmented 
by Universalist converts from Worcester and surrounding towns, and in 1822 
land at the junctior of Grafton Road and the Worcester Turnpike in South . 
Shrewsbury was deeded to the society by- Captain Thomas Harrington. Con= 
struction was begun that year, and on June 17, 1823, a meetinghouse was 
adedicated. Rev. Jacob Wood was installed as minister, serving until 1829. 
During the following decade, there was no settled minister. In 1839, Revie 
Jacob Baker accepted the pastorate, preachitg there until 1842, after which | 
no regular services were held, although occasional.services were conducted 
in the church until 1864. The few members remaining in 1868 met and voted = 
to sell the meetinghouse. i) 


Minutes of society, 1821-27, 1 vol., in custody of Town Clerk, and 
kept in the vault of his office in the Town Hall, Shrewsbury; Jacob Wood, 
A Sermon on the Salutary Nature of Punishment, Delivered at Shrewsbury, on 
the Fourth Sabbath in July, 1824 (Worcester, printed by William Manning, 
1824), and Man's Denendence and God's Goodness, A Sermon Delivered at 
Shrewsbury, on the Day of Annual Thanksgiving, Nov. 24, 1825 (Worcester, 
printed by Roger & Griffin, 1825), in custody of the Worcester Historical 
Society, Salisbury Street, Worcester. 
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Property recordings at Worcester County . South District, Registry of 
_ Deeds, Worcester: Land at junction of Grafton Road and Worcestor Turnpike, 
5 purchase With reversion ¢lausé,\ vol. S80, 'p. 121; recorded May 11)" 1822 


77. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN CAMBRIDGE (First Universalist 
Church), 1821--, Inman Street (opposite City Hall), Cembridge. 


i Occasional Universalist services were held in Cambridge in 1817-21 by 
» Various preachers among whom was Rev. Hosea Ballou. A society was organ- 
_ iged February 21, 1822, under the leadership of Peter Tufts, Jr anda 


' meetinghouse was built on the corner of Main and Front Streets, 


Cambridgeport When the cornerstone was laid in June 1822, the local 
Amicable Lodge of Masons participated in the ceremony The building was 
dedicated December 18, 1822, and Rev Thomas Whittemore became the first 
settled pastor, preaching before the society until 1831 


In 1827, the society decided to place all religious activities in 
charge of a new body, organized as the First Universalist Church, or 
church members’ society. To be a member of that body, it was necessary 


Go join the church at the altar and to subscribe to the tenets of the 


Universalist church To be a member of the society one was required to 
Subscribe to the contributi system and to sign the bylaws of the society 


In 18359, a board of proprietors was constituted which purchased the 


we puilding, furnishings and other possessions of the society, and also as- 


sumed its debts. Improvements were made to the building, and the debt paid 
ofr. After 10 years the pvroverty was returned to the society. In 1845, 
the Young Ladies Seminary of Cambridge was established, under the direc- 
Gion of & Universalist, Miss Louisa M. Barker. 


The meetinghouse was remodeled in 1858, and the steeple built In 
1888, the city of Cambridge widened Front Street, which later became 
Massachusetts Avenue, forcing the society to find a new location for the 
church. The church building was moved a short distance to its present 
location on Inman Street In the hurricane of 1938, the church steeple 
was weakened and the society had it removed entirely. 


see: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, couvenir Portrorro vol Univer peat et 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 99 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
_ Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1824, and September 17, 1842 


The following records are kept in the church, in custody” or; che 
standing committee, Mr William V. Ames, clerk, 22 Magazine Street, 
Cambridge: Minutes of society and standing committee, 1821--, 5 vols ; 
Register, births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, 1827--, 3 vols.; Minutes 
of Universalist Sabbath School Association, 1850--, 1 vol ; Minutes of 
~ First Universalist Literary and Social Union, 1870-90, 2 vols ; Minutes 
‘of Young People’s Christian Union, 1890- 1920, 1 vol ; Minutes of Sunday 
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School, 1829-32, 1835--, 3 vols ; Minutes of Ladies Benevolent Society, 
1827--, 4 vols ; Minutes of Women's Missionary Society 419024 12 yoleas 
Minutes of Social Aid Society, 1909--, 2 vols.; Minutes of Unity Club, 
1928--, 1 vol.; Warrants for calling annual meetings, 1822--, loose papergig™ 
Pew accounts, 1822-39, 1849--, 4 vols ; Proprietors’ ledger of sale of 
pews, 1839-49, 1 vol.; Financial account of building committee for moving 
church, 1888, 1 vol.; List of subscribers to building fund, 1821; Copy 

of specifications for church building and instructions to contractors, 
1821; Copy of compact, March 1821; Copy of organization agreement, 1822; 
Letters, church business, 1 bundle (ca. 25 items). The following records 
are in the possession of the Universalist Historical Society at Tufts 
College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole: Letters: 
Thomas L. Vose, Boston, to Rev. L{ emuel] Willis, Cambridgeport, Mass., a 
personal, July 17, 1843; Thomas Whittemore, Cambridge, to Rev Charles A. 
Skinner, inviting him to oreach in Cambridge, 1853, 1 item; George W. 
Becknell, Cambridge, to Charles M. Skinner, Brooklyn, N. Y , sending him 
copy of resolution adopted by the First Universalist Church in Cambridge, 

in memory of the death of Dr Charles A Skinner, 1906, 1 item 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Land on Inman Street, vourchase, and two purchases 
of adjoining lands, for sales of parts and repurchase of part, woljmeorm 
p. 190, recorded May 10, 1822; vol. 455, p. 217, recorded December 7, 1e4aaum 
vol 1076, p. 338, recorded April 13, 1869; vol 750, ps 29Oleu Pee eran i. 
May 10, 1856; vol 1076, p, 339, recorded April 13, 1869; vol) iG see 


005, recorded August 22, 1888; vol. 1899, p. 57, recorded March 2Oguteeas 
Vol. 2112. po P99. recorded Apribi eg. eae 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1821, ch 6%, approved February 9, 1822; authority to assess 
polis and estates; Ibid., 1829, ch. 66, approved March 6, 1e5p 


78, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ROCKPORT (Second Universalist 
Society in Gloucester; Universalist Benevolent Society of 
Gloucester), 1821--, corner of Hale and Cleaves Streets, 
Rockport. 


A number of the inhabitants of Sandy Bay, originally a part of 
Gloucester and since 1840 known as Rockport, were among those who, being 
familiar with Relly's Union, first called Rev. John Murray to preach in 
Gloucester. When the Independent Christian Church (see entry 44) was 
founded, many Sandy Bay people were among its members. For years they 
travelled to the main part of Gloucester to hear Rev. Mr Murray. In 
1802, 36 residents of Sandy Bay, although stating they were members of 
the Independent Christian Church, subscribed to building a new meeting- 
house for the use of the inhabitants of the village. The building was 
completed in 1804, and for 7 years the Universalists held services there 
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in accordance with the subscription agreement. But by 1811, the religious 

differences had become so acute that the use of the meetinghouse was denied 
_ them, and they were forced to hold their services in private homes,. school- 
houses, halls, and barns, and even out of doors. 


Then on February 27, 1821, the Universalists of Sandy Bay formed the 
_. Universalist Benevolent Society of Gloucester. They worshipped in a 

_ schoolhouse on Beach Street until the dedication on October 8, 1829, of 

_ their own meetinghouse, which was a wooden Colonial structure without } 
_ tower or bell And in the same year they settled their first regular 

_ minister, Rev. Lucius R. Paige, who served until 1832 Then, in 1839, the 
_ society was incorporated as the Second Universalist Society of Gloucester, 
» and in 1842, a church organization was formed Three years later, and 5 
* years after Sandy Bay had been set apart from Gloucester as Rockport, the 
_ mame of the society was changed to the First Universalist Society in . 
Rockport. In 1868, the meetinghouse was remodelled by the addition of a 3 
| tower and spire, by the provision for a pastor's study and an organ, Wort 
_ and by the installation of a new pulpit and pews 


See: "Program of 100th Anniversary of Organization of Universalist 
_ Benevolent Society of Gloucester" in Gloucester Daily Times, February 26, 
1921; "Universalist Society observed its Centennial," in Gloucester Daily 
» @imes March 1, 1921; "Universalists in Rockport," in Rockport Review, 
March 3, 1894; Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, July 19, 1828; December 
_ 1%, 1842; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
' Churches in Massachusetts, p. 101 for picture of church 


Minutes of parish, 1821--, 3 vols ; Minutes of board of trustees, 
1936--, 1 vol , two current volumes in custody of Miss Ruth Knowlton, 
muepearish clerk, Summer Street Court; Rockport, two earlier books in pos- 
sgession and custody of Miss Helen Thurston, former clerk, Pleasant Street, 
Rockport; Register: Members, baptisms, marriages, deaths, list of pastors, 
Scattered 1825--, 2 vols., early volume in possession and custody of Miss 
Helen Thurston, current book in possession and custody of Rev, Raymond Jd. | 

‘Banghan, pastor, 129 Leonard Street, Gloucester. Receipts and expendi- 
' tures, 1821-350, 1924--, 2 vols., early book in custody of Miss Thurston, 
Be later book in possession and custody of Mrs. Stephen Marston, 21 King 

) Street, Rockport; Cash book, 1932--, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. Marston; 
Reports of treasurer, 1927--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Knowlton. 


Property recordings at the Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Land at Hale and Cleaves Streets, purchase, Quitclaims, 
transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage, 
vol. 294, p. 256, recorded December 29, 1836; vol 1104, p. 228, recorded 
erties 1285+ 7ol..1105, p. 90, recorded April 18,. 1885; vol. 1107,..p. 
210, recorded May 5, 1883; vol. 2873, p. 298, recorded February 10, 1951; 
Land on Jewett Street, purchase, mortgages, and discharges, vol. 1998, p. . 
a )352, recorded January 8, 1910; vol. 1963, p. 541, recorded May 13 Mik GO Ss 
Seagobe e071, p. b44, recotded March 31, 1911; vol 2555, p 572, recorded | 


Se iuly 12, 192. 


218 
[78] Churches in Massachusetts 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 18359, ch. 106, approved April 6, 1839; change of name to 
First Universalist Society in Rockport, Ibid., 1845, ch. 94, approved 
February 28, 1845. 


Record of Supreme Court Cases: 23 Mass. Reports 6, John Manning vs. 
the Inhabitants of the Fifth Parish in Gloucester, 1827. 


79, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF PLYHOUTH (First Universalist Church; 
First Universalist Parish of Plymouth), 1822-1939 (defunct), 
southern end of Cole's Hill, Plymouth. 


The First Universalist Society of Plymouth was formed on March 10; 
1822. Rev. Massena Ballou ministered to the society for 6 months in 1824. 
In 1826, an edifice was erected, the church organization established, and 
the First Universalist Parish of Plymouth was incorporated Rev. James H, 
Bugbee was ordained and installed as minister on December 22, 1826, serving 
the society until his death in 1834. The church, located at the southern 
end of Cole's Hill, site of the first burying ground of the Pilgrims, was 
a two-story wooden structure, with a cupola. It was remodeled in 1895, when 
a parish house was added at the left of the church, and was rededicated in 
1897. The church passed out of existence in 1959, and the property was sola 


cee: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 79 for picture’ of churen 


The following records are in possession of the Universalist Historical 
Society at Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred ‘ 
Storer Cole: Minutes of society, with constitution, list of members, 
treasurer's reports and "In Memoriam," being a biography of Rev. Russell 
Tomlinson (1878), 1825-46, 1867-1922, 3 vols.; Minutes of church, 1827- j 
1918. with constitution, compact, profession of faith, and containing 4 
admissions, 1827-1918, baptisms, 1878-1918, confirmations, 1886-1918) 
dismissions, 1881-96, deaths, 1858-1918, and treasurer's annual reports, 
1844-89 2 vols ; Minutes of the Sabbath School Association, with con- 
stitution, list of members and officers, treasurer's reports, 1836-45, 
1856-89, 3 vols ; Receipts and Expenditures, 1874-1934, 2 vols ; Cash 
accounts, 1922-24, 1 vol.; Organ account, 1871, 1 item; Recorder mem 
oer’s contributions, 1893-1910, 1 vol ; Marcy House rent books, 1922-34, 

7 vols ; Bank statements, 1924-34, 240 items; Devosit books, 1917-34, 3 
vols.; Duplicate deposit slips, 1927-34, 7 vols.; Check books, 1919-39, 

il vols ; Pledge accounts; 1871; 1875 1695-1911). Lave eee 4 sheets; 

Tax receipts, 1859, 1 item; Pew assessment refund receipts, 1896, 2 PP 
Insurance policies, 1876, 1879, 1882, 3 items; Deeds, 1884-1919, scattered, 
ll items; Contracts for erection of meetinghouse, 1826, 2 items; Sentences 
of Dedication, Bagnell Chapel (Sunday School Room), nd , 1 sheet; Orders 
ofnservice’, 1864, LA00 4897 5 1805 is items; Announcements of special 
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) services, meetings and May Day dinners, n.d and 1896-1910 scattered, 11 
a items; List of Bible Class members, 1894, 16 items; Calendars, 1905- 08, 
scattered, oO items; Sermon topics, nd: , printed, 1 sheet; eet the 


Ladies’ ois) poem on card) in.d.5 1 item: Souvenir of May Ga Dinner, 1896, 
2 ecards. 


‘ Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Descia) Laws, 1825, ch. 89, approved February 15, 1826. 


80 FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY Gi? ARLINGTON (Firs Sate Darversaidady 
Society in West Cambridge), 1822--, Arlington 


There is a tradition that there were Universalists in the village of 
Menotomy (the name by which Arlington was first known) prior to the 
' Revolutionary War. John Murray, founder of the group in America, had 
- preached in Boston during the winter of 1773-74, and may have also preached 
in Cambridge or Menotomy, converting some of the inhabitants The First 
Congregational Parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in 
Ma ssachusetts) took cognizance of the presence of people holding Universalist 
views among its members, but they were unable to exert any great influence 


In 1822, Rev Thomas Whittemore was settled as vastor of the First 
Universalist Society in Cambridge (see entry 77) He preached on alternate 
' sundays at West Cambridge, which had become, in 1807, the incorporated name 

Mei the village of Menotomy He reports that his preaching took place in 
"a hall owned by Chandler Wright, about one mile east of the center of the 
town." Unlike most places where the Universalist message was being preached, 
the Universalist believers did not immediately sever all ties with the 
» established church. With the resignation of the First Parish pastor, both 
Universalists and Unitarians made an effort to gain control. The 
Universalists lost, but did not withdraw. Instead they continued to pro- 
- Mulgate their doctrines within the now avowedly liberal and Unitarian church. 
“a In 1850, an informal organization of mem>ers of the First Parish sponscred 
‘Universalist services which weye held in schoolhouses and halls Dn 2e64., 
_ the First Parish voted "not to employ any ministers called Universalist." 
"in 1835, the Universalists withdrew their financial support of the minister 
Pere the first Parish, In 1837, this group of veople within the church, is 
referred to as the "Universalist Society." In 1839, the Universalists again 
- lost in a closely contested parish meeting, and formally withdrew from the 
Parst Parish. 


The Universalists organized the First Universalist Society in West 
Cambridge The first meeting for business was held August 13, 1840, when 
moewae voued to build a church. On January 2Q, pci the building was 
Peodeticateds It wa is a modest wooden building with a square, box-like tower. 
In May 1841, Rev. Josiah C. Waldo was installed as first pastor of the new 
_-ehurch In June a Sunday School was organizeé. Two months later, the 
church was formed; and the first communion was observed. Early in 1842, 
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feo Universalist Female Samaritan Society was organized. Im 1860, the y 
pbuilding was enlarged and remodeled, and a steeple added in place of the = 
tower. Improvements were again made in 1896 and 1901 En Deeb ee parish 
house was built adjoining the rear of the church) and) the gol hone veo 

the church auditorium was reconstructed with a chancel 4 


In 1876, women were ven the right- to vote in meetings of the 
society Tn L889, (ah youre peneteg s Christian Union was organized, .'s 
year later, 1890 oe Margaret C. Schouler, a member, went as the firsy 
Universalist woman missionery to Japan. Many groups were organizedite 
promos hie invertal’ ES fee of the church In 1896, the Altar Guild (dee 
funct), 1898, the Willing Workers of small girls (défunet), 1907 {or 
1910), Woman's Mission Circle, 1910, the Takala (Society), 1919, a Mente 
Glu, L936) Pac terson Pal lonelap for ages 20-40, (defunct) In 1914, the 
church sponsored the first Boy Scout troop in Arlington 


sh 


Maven teen Universalist Magazine, January 16, ledh? Pence 
avitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
nN p 55 for picture of church es 11h VoeteG enon ria. 


Minutes of society, (1840--, 3 vols...) eurrenm: boo an nossession ending 
custody of irs.) T. L. Jones, clerk, 50 Ploreuce yeuies vive. Heights; — 
Minnt3s of.) board. of Sousbeani 1891-1921, 1925-—-, 4 vols , current. boom 4 
loose leaf and in custody of Mrs. Jones; Minutes or sunday como Bek sis 
ation, 1837-1910, 1 vol., Minutes\of Samaritan Society, 184229902 wae 
Minutes of Mission Circle, 1907-11, 1915-16) Divo); Pamupes or eae 
Men’s \e¢lass, D909-d 1; Register? deatheceand paerdae, 1840-51, cee 
baptisms 1910--, marrieges 1919--, deaths 1919--, attendance 1938--, 1 
NO aie nossession and custody of Miss Barbara Shinn, registrer, he 
Florence Avenue, Arlington Heights; Registrar's booky LOGeai, 1879- 191s, 
2 vols >'Ledger of treasurer, 1645-1019) pesi-ea. 1927- 4’, Leia ere 
Trust. funds account») 2915-28) 1) wel... Revers ier Anica nthe. Lon 2a eae 
folder; Fair accounts, 1922; Drive accounts, 1Ose¢ Pineuciaiideaes Cae ye 
1925, 1951-32, and vaid bills, 1901, 1919-34; Stubs of check: boom en em 
2 books; Receipts, L902-06:: Bank statements, Bank books, 1898), ‘aelageiges 
& oooks; Collector's book 1892-97, il vol:} Report. of treasurer ef Sunday 
pehool, L9fDS-L9), 1 wol.? (Ledger of) treeauner of i itis People's Christian 
Union, 1894-96, 1 vol., Report of Young People’s Christian Union, 292 eae 
and of other auxiliaries, 1922; Miscellaneous Reine of Young: People ears 
Christian Union, 1889-1926, in vossession of Mr. Robert F. Needham, 10 
Winthrop Road, heed tie en Contract for organ and related data, 1868-96; 
Receipts, fair reports and miscellaneous papers of Samaritan Society, 
scattered 1859-81; Pew assessments, LB7E-79 1 voles Pemi tenes accounts, 
1891-1919, 1 vol ; Memoranda of Charles Coolidge, clerk; Rol booker 
Sunday School, 1886-95, 1898-1903, 1905-11, 4 vols ; fire insurance 
policies; Agreement with Colonial Garage on insurance, 1916. Corresponden 
change of nastorsy 1909) calline er fer: Patterson, 1923; construction" of 
parish house, 1925; Plan of pews, 1841, printed with names of pew holder 
in pene sk Sicetiehy nen and: ¢nkes of iiaieos as,it) was) during 1841-82)" pea 
William Proctor; Programs: So eeecea ae of William E Gibbs and hediaeve 
of chureh, November, 22, 1860). printed; Program of 75th anniversary of 


Py 
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church, January 23, 1916, with photograph and pew valuation plan of original 


™ church, and of church after 1860; Picture of Rev Josiah C. Waldo, and of 


Mrs. Waldo; Copper cuts of church about 1900, 1910, line cut of church about 


he 1841, copper cut of vew plan in 1841; Parish Register, 1938; in’ possession 
oh of Miss Shinn. Records, unless otherwise specified, are kept in a vault at 


Die. 


the Menotomy Trust Company, Massachusetts Avenue, and are in the custody of 
the treasurer. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge; Land on "the Great Road leading thru town of West 


y, Pamoridge,™ purchase, vol. 604, p. 368, recorded March 4, 1851; Land on 


Massachusetts Avenue , purchase, book 141, p. 477, number 22756, registered 
tdand dep't recorded October 26, 1926. 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name from First 


iP Universalist Society in West Cambridge to First Universalist Society in 
Arlington, Massachusetts Special Laws, 18855 Cha ,e280, approved. Nay 29,.1885, 


81, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY IN CHATHAN, 1822--, Main Street, 
Chatham, 


According to tradition, Mr. Shalathiel Nickerson, when visiting 
Boston, heard Rev. Hosea Ballou preach and became converted to Universalism 
largely through his efforts, the first Universalist society on Cape Cod 
was established in Chatham in 1822. 


_ The First Universalist Society in Chatham was organized, with 28 dis- 
senters from the established church, at a meeting held on August 1, 1822, 
at the old Bow House, now the home of Mrs. Rebecca Harding, on Queen 


_ fmne Road, Residents of Brewster and Orleans also joined the new movement, 


Plans for the erection of a meetinghouse in the northwest part of the 
town were soon started, and on May 19, 1824, the building was dedicated. 


it was located on a side road off Branch Street, The completion of the 


-  meetinghouse must have discomforted the orthodox men and women of the 


“6 = 
——~ es 


community considerably. "I was told," writes Rev. Abraham Norwood in 
The Pilgrimace of a Pilgrim, "that the night before the Universalist 


., house was raised there, they got upon the frame and prayed that it might 


never go up. But there are some prayers that it would be best not to 


have answered, and so the house went up without accident on the next day 


T believe that some prayers effect but very little." Rev. Calvin Monroe 
was ordained on the occasion of the dedication of the meetinghouse, and 
served the parish for 3 years at an annual salary of #250. 


th 1831, a church organization of 16 members was effected, with | 
articles of faith drafted by Rev. John Res (The Winchester profession 
‘of faith was substituted some years later.) This was designated "A 


eee . ) 
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Church of Intellectual Freedom" no precise form of words being required 
as a condition of fellowship. The same year that the church was estab- 
lished, a Sunday School was formed, which continued until 1900, after 


which it met irregularly 


In 1833, Rev. Abraham Norwood was called to minister to the 
Universalist Society in Brewster (see entry 87), and devoted half his 
time to preaching in Chatham and in Orleans (see entries 81 and 127). 
After 2 years, the First Universalist Society in in Chatham was able to 
support preaching every Sunday, and Rev. Asa P. Cleverly was called to 


the pastorate. 


A new constitution was adopted by the society in 1847, and, in 1860, 
the society was legally incorporated. 


The first meetinghouse had been outgrown, and the society voted on 
February 24, 1850, to build a second one. This edifice, erected the same 
year, was located on the site of the old Academy, opposite the present 
school building on route 28, near the junction of Old Harbor Road. The 
new building was dedicated on January 7, 1851 The first edifice was 
sold at a public auction on March 4, 1852, and removed. The new meeting- 
house had been financed by individual shareholders at a cost of $100 per 
shore. In 1866, the first steps were taken to transfer the ownership of 
the meetinghouse from individuals to the society, and, in 1872, the 
standing committee was instructed to procure the meetinghouse and its 
adjacent lands for the society. 


A committee was chosen in 1856, to consider the purchase of a building 
for use as a parish house. The building and a lot near the church were 
purchased, and the building moved. A parsonage was acquired by the society 
probably in 1840. This vroperty was sold on March 8, 1907, to Mr. Chester 
A. Eldridge. 


On October 16, 1878, the meetinghouse and parish house were destroyed 
by fire, apparently of incendiary origin. The early records of the society 
may have been destroyed in the fire. Although inadequate insurance was 
carried on the buildings, and the society had suffered a severe loss, it 
met on October 31 and voted to secure a new location on Nain Street and 
rebuild. The site of the old meetinghouse was sold, and services were held 
in the Town Hall on Main Street, on the site of the present schoolhouse 
until the new edifice was completed. The new building was dedicated on 
November 19, 1879, during a meeting of the Barnstable County Conference of 
Universalists (see entry 14). On March 6, 1888, the society voted to 
transfer all church property to the Massachudet-te: Uni verealiee Convention 
(see entry 9) | 


The 50th anniversary of the dedication of the first meetinghouse had 
been held in 1874, when Chatham was host to the Barnstable County Conference 
of Universalists. The 75th anniversary of the society was celebrated on 
August 1, 1897, with Rev. Cherles Sumner Nickerson, a native of Be 
daliverins the historical address 
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Since 1905, services have been held during the summer months only 
Tn 1932, the society Joined the Cape Cod Conference of Unitarian, 
iversalist, and other Liberal Christian Churches (see forthcoming 
ventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). 


i ua 
any 


sues ‘There were other organizations affiliated with the pear vl in addi- 
tion to the Sunday School, which was formed in 1831 A Singing School 
is instituted in 1864, at a cost of $125, The Ladies’ Social Circle of 
niversalists was established in 1868; the Mission Circle, a branch of 
he Women's National Missionary Association (see entry 21), was formed 
a 1905, and a Young People’s Christian Union in 1892 


see. Minnie G Buck, Universalist Church: Brief History and Fellow- 
nip Members, 1935, in possession of Mrs, Minnie G, Buck, Chatham: 
: Dri umpet and Universalist Magazine, January 30, 1838, and September 3, 1842; i 
JS Christian Leader, August 19, 1897; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Siete 4 
Beorticlio of Universali 


er, 
rsalist Churches in Massachusetts, p 11 oe picture 
ot Gaunsh.. 


Minutes of society, 1850--, with constitution, 1850-74, treasurer's 
revorts, 1850-1913, and admissions, 1875--, and deaths, LOO POVe! Oo Tole 

in cus stody of Miss Marjorie Kendrick, clerk, Chatham; Minutes of building 
Batic, wiv list of shareholders, 1850-54, (1 vol.) in custody of Miss | 
Marjorie Kendrick, clerk, Chatham; Minutes of Ladies’ Social Circle, with ; 
~onstitution, 1868--, 10 vols., earlier volumes kept in church building, | 
in custody of Mrs. Minnie G Buck, current volume in custody of Mrs 
amily Allison, secretary, and kept at her home in Chatham; Minutes of ; 
uiseion Circle, with receipts and expenditures, 1929--, 1 vol., in custody i 


b] 


‘ 


Hof tirs. Minnie G. Buck, Chatham; Receipts and exvenditures of society, 
T909--, in custody of Miss Marjorie Kendrick, treasurer, Chatham; Receipts 
and expenditures of Isaac H. Loveland Fund "for support of preaching," 
)1895--, 1 vol , in custody of Miss Marjorie Kendrick, treasurer, Chatham; i 
Receipts and exvenditures of building herent 1852-54, J MOLY < Oaerss . 
Peauvered, 1840-1907, 10 items; in custody of Miss Seat Kendrick, 

lerk, Chatham; Receipts and expenditures of re social Circle, 1975- 
1906, eee, & VOlS., kept in church building, in custody of Mrs. Minnie 
G, Buck; Receipts of fairs held by Ladies’ Social Circle, 1896-98, 1903, 

ie vyols., kent in church building, in custody of Mrs. Minnie G Buek; Re- 
eipts and expenditures of Sunday School, with register of officers, 
Meeachers and pupils, and attendance records, 1869-1900, 3 vols., in custody 
f Mrs, Minnie G Buck, Chatham: Scrapbook of handbills of entertainments 

/ 8nd fairs, held by Ladies’ Social Circle, n.d., kept in church building, 

Gn) custody of Mrs. Minnie G. Buck; Report of organ committee, 1959 loose 
sheets in treasurer's book, in custody of Miss Marjorie Kendrick, treasurer, 
Charmem, Note that Mass. Pub. Doc, 52, p. 129, cites records’ of \church 
1820-85, and records of society, 1822-85 


Property recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, Barnstable: 
ave Of meetinghouse on Queen Anne Road, transfer to society, and sale, 
Monee, ©. 11), recorded January 8, 187°; vol. S71, p (202, recorded 
ptember Po eet. Land on Malin Street, purchase.of adjacent sprip: 


aw) 
~ 
ia 
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mechanic's liens, transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist . 
Convention, vol. 132, p. 411, recorded Mey 7, 18799) vol (a7) paecece Tenn 
corded October's, 1879; vol. 169, p. 58, recorded October Lie a7 as . 
178, p. 383, recorded April 6, 1888; vol. 178, p” S87, Pecordeg 
1988: Site of parish house off Branch Street, purchase and \sale, vom 
47, pe 407, recorded September. 3, 1890; vol ) 7B, ps 46) recurded "i 
September 3, 1861; Site of parsonage on Main Street, purchase, partial n 
sale, transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist dowpenvien quit- 
claim by Massachusetts Universalist Convention, sale, vol 152) 09 San. 
recorded.March 15, 1883; vol 210, p. 41, recorded October 5) 12°07 yas 
178, p. 383, recorded April 6, 1888; vol 176, p. 8387, recorded ao7 mae ; 
ESBS NO +2GSz voy soo, pactnawa March 11, 1907; vol «263, pr 406i 


corded March 14, 1907 . 


a 


81A, PEOPLE'S CHHETERY (Universalist Cemetery), 1822-1930, Chatham 


tig 


Land around the first Universalist meetinghouse in Chatham was used 
for burial grounds, known as the Universalist or People's Cemetery On 
April 22, 1889, the proprietors of the society incorporated the People’s 
Cemetery, which was conveyed in trust to the town in 1930, the name being © 
retained. 


o_o 
t 


Minutes of People's Cemetery, Inc., receipts and expenditures, deaths — 
and burials, permit for burial in private lot by owner, deeds and trans=ae 
fers, 1888-1929, 1 vol.; Deeds (15), 1891; Wills (G¢opies), 1875-1935 )s0u0— 
items; Extract from will, 1889, 1 item; Letter, 1929, and deed, Geve wy 
concerning lot; in custody of Mr. Levi T. Denson, clerk of town) Ores 
of Town Clerk, Chatham 


— 


Property recordings at Barnstable Caeunty Registry of Deeds, ; aM 
Barnstable: Lot off Branch Street, sale to town of Chatham, vol 472, a, 
>. O15, recorded March, 6), 1930 : 


Record of legislative enactments: Peovle's Cemetery authorized to 4 


transfer cemetery to the town of Chatham, Massachusetts Special Laws, 
£9295 Cl; oe? y aporoeved. May 1h. 1o29 


82. UNIVERSAL FRIENDS SOCIETY,.1823-30 (defunct), (West) Medway. 


In about 1818-19, a small group seceded from the Second Church of , 
Christ (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in eh 
Massachusetts) because of dissatisfaction over the location of the meet- 
inghouse erected in 1813, and also to escape taxation for support of i 


doctrines in which they did not believe. The group evidently comprised “Wy 
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_ Baptists, Universalists and Liberal Congregationalists. 


ot In 1819, they formed a Baptist society (see forthcoming Inventory 
sq Bavtist Beotives in Massachusetts) and in 1821, began negotiations 
for the purchase of the site of the old Congregational meetinghouse. 
pihese negotiations fell through and the society purchased a site nearly 
_ Opposite the old meetinghouse from Barzilla Pond. Construction of a 
me, uehouse was begun in October of 1821, but by early summer of 1822, 
the funds ran out. Added finances were not forthcoming because the ma- 
| jority of the society objected to contributing to the erection of a 
- Meetinghouse to be used exclusively or even largely by Baptists, as only 
one of the society had become a member of a Bantist church in a neighboring 
meewo. .On July 29, 1822, it was voted to “grant and give to all of what- 
ever Christian denomination, that have subscribed, or shall hereafter 
subscribe, and become proprietors of the meetinghouse now erected on land 
purchased of Barzilla Pond, equal rights and vrivileges with ourselves in 
proportion to the property that they and we shall own, and be in possession 
» of in said house. 

t 
: This vote gave control to the Universalists, and the work of com- 
» pleting the meetinghouse went ahead. On January 19, 1823, a confirmation 
mer whe vote was asked and granted. Services cf dedication on May 30, 
meas, were conducted by Universalist preachers, For & period of 7 years, 
m trom 1825 to 1830, the Universalists controlled the meetinghouse and be- 

)) came known as the Universal Friends Society. Some of the members of this 
_ society were Restorationists. Among their preachers were: Revs. Hosea 
» and Adin Ballov, Thomas Whittemore, Lyman Maynard, Matthew Hale Smith .and 
' Charles Hudson. In 1830, Universalist meetings ceased for lack of interest 
' and the Baptists at once took possession of the meetinghcuse, forming a 


} T ° 
church and maintaining services 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


83. SECCND SOCIETY Of UNIVERSALISTS IN THE TOWN OF CAMBRIDGE, 
1823-1907 (defunct), Otis Street (between Third ahd Fourth 
Streets), (East) Cambridge. 


; Universalists services were first held in this part of Cambridge. in 
"a schoolhouse located on Third Street, between Bridge and Gore Streets. 
The society, which had been incorporated February ll, 1823, later moved 
into the Unitarian meetinghouse (see PAG ie sal a inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts), which was also located on Third Street. 

mer nenviin) 1834, a hall was hired in a rae am on the north side of 
Cambridge Street, between Third and Fourth Streets. This became known 


ert ek Ephraim Orcutt Jameson, ed., The History of Medway, Mass . 
eto -1865, p. 131. 
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as Beream Hall and the society later remodelled and ourchased it. The 


hall was dedicated on December 5, 1843 The Rev. Thomas G. Farnsworth i” 
was the first minister to preach to the congregation Later, various ‘ 
ministers including the Revs. Hosea Ballou, Paul Dean and Thomas (j 
Whittemore preached before the group About 1834, Rev. Henry Bacon be- 
came the first pastor The church was organized and publicly recognized 
on January 2, ° 1836 In the previous year, a Sunday School had been 


formed 


In 1865, the society erected a new church building on the north side — 
of Otis Street between Third and Fourth Streets. Shortly after the turn 
of the century, an arrangement was made with Rev. George Waters Bicknell, | 
minister of the First Universalist Church in Cambridge (see entry 77), Aa 
to conduct services for the Second Society On January 7, 1907, the 
society held their last meeting and it was decided to dispose of all the 
church oroperty and furnishings. Each member was given a certificate and) 
letter of transfer. The building is now occupied by St Hedwig's (Polish) © 
Roman Catholic Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic Archives: 
in Massachusetts) 4 

See: Trumpst and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834; June 23, | 
1838; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches 
in Massachusetts, p. 99 for pieture of church built in 2e6a; 


These records have been given to the Massachusetts Universalis 
Convention, and are in its possession at 16 Beacon Street, Boston. They 
will probably be sent to the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts 
College, Medford. Minutes of church, with articles of faith and con= os 
stitution, 1841-1905, 1 vol.; Minutes of Ladies’ Sewing Association, 4 
with constitution and list of members, 1843-54, 1 vol ; Minutes of 
Ladies! Sewing Circle, with constitution and list of members, 1867, 

1880-98, 2 vols.; Treasurer's accounts, 1825-42, 1854-76, 2 vols.; Pew. am 
holders’ accounts, 1854-86, 2 vols.; Sunday School receipts, with list 
of members, 1891-98, 1 vol ; Letters: Rev. W. H. Waggoner, Pitienuees 
Penn., to E. L. Davis, Boston, expressing desire to preach in East 
ambridge, 1861, 1 item. The following additional. records are in -pos= 
session of Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and 
in custody of Prof. Alfred Storer Cole, librarian: Minutes of society, 
with covenant, articles of faith, constitution, and brief history by feu 
Eldridge G. Brooks, 1836-1907, 1 vol ; Minutes of Ladies' Social Cirales 
with constitution and list of members, 1867-99, 2 vols ; Receipts and 
expenditures of society, 1825-38, 1854-84, 4 vols ; Receipts and expendi- 
tures of Ladies’ Berean Society, 1843-58, 2 vols.; Receipts of Sunday i 
School, 1891-98, 2 vols.;.Letters: Society to standing committee of 3 
First Universalist Society in Boston, requesting donation toward pvuilding 
a new meetinghouse, 1829, 1 item; subscription committee to standing com- 
mittee of First Universalist Society in Boston, requesting a subscription 
be taken for a new church in Hast Cambridge, 1842, 1 item, both letters 4 
in First Universalist Society in Boston collection; Rev. Mr, Brooks to 
society, informing them of invitation to pastorate of First Universalist 


2. Seo ee 
a ee 


he 
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_Meetinghouse in Lowell and tendering resignation, 1845, 1 item; Newspaper 
| clipping, "Fiftieth Anniversary in East Cambridge," n.d., 1 item 

iy 
' Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
leeds, Bast Cambridge: Land on Cambridge Street, purchase and sale, vol 
aay DP. 114, recorded May 17, 1844; vol, 960, p. 493, recorded July 1, 
71865; Land on Otis Street, purchase. and sale to Massachusetts Universalist 
Beeorention, vol. 972, p. 302, recorded December 1, 1865; vol. 3330, p. 
moo, recorded October 11, 1907 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
mecial Laws, 1823, ch. 98, approved February 11, 1825; incorporation of 
roprietors of Second Universalist Meetinghouse in Cambridge, ibid., 1845, 


ch. 238, approved March 26, 1845. 


ea) PLAST UNIVERSOALIST PARISH OF HINGHAM (Proprietors OL, Ghe Biret 
Universalist Meetinghouse in Hingham), 1823-1928 (defunct), 
North Street, Hingham 


7 The Universalist society in Hingham was organized November 1, 1823, 
at a meeting held at the home of Captain Charles W Cushing in Hingham 

Hep ois Meeting was called by several members of the First Universalist 

| Society of Scituate (see entry 42), who met with a number of persons of 
me the Universalist belier from Hingham for the purpose of organizing. A 
“meetinghouse was erected in 1829, located on North Street The corner- 
‘s Stone was laid May 18, 1829, and the building was completed and dedicated 
Sia NDS I Sede Rev Hosea Ballou preached the dedicatory sermon, 
The proprietors of the mectinghouse were incorporated in that year The 
first minister may have been Rev. Thomas J. Greenwood. It is known, how- 
Bp ever., that Rev. Joseph P., Atkinson, a student of Rev. Thomas Whittemore, 

Newas installed in Hingham on April 30, 1830. In 1856, a church was organ- 
Mized... the meetinzhouse was sold to the Odd Fellows in 1928. 


; See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 21, 1829; April 3, 
‘a 1830; ” February 8, 1840; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
_ ‘Universalist Dee has in Massachusetts, p 75 for picture of church 


a 
4 


but 


ee 
i ie 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 150 cites parish records, 1861-85, 
_ none have been found. 
Property recordings at Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Plymouth: 
Land on North Street, purchase, partial sale, rights of wey, quitclaim, 
Betis Mota. comtirming sale, vol...173,.p...57,,,recorded December 7, 1831 5 
Dyol.dee, p. 82, recorded January 11, 1857; vol £35, p re recorded 
Be cy Le, 1849; crs el Pre” Oh Baal ine = Aa recorded Oetoben 26... LG hon tao merc mey 
Deieetio. wecorded May 8, 1902; vol. 1835,.p. 291, sbi aayacmnitys Ney nee | 
Poe emols bDd, p. 43, recorded May 31,.1928 
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Record of incorporation at Secretary of State's office, State House, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, vol. 415, p. 357; certificate of 
incorporation, vol. 413, p..3557, granted July 6, 1906 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation of Proprietors of 
First Universalist Meetinghouse in Hingham, Massachusetts Special Laws, 
1829, ch, 90, approved March 10, 1830 


85 FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN THE CITY OF HAVERHILL (First 
Universalist Society in Haverhill and Adjacent Towns, First 
Universalist Society in the Town of Haverhill), 18625225 i 
Kenoza Avenue, Haverhill 


Sometime in February 1811, Rev. Hosea Ballou preached by invitation 
in the First Parish Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts), in Haverhill In token of this courtesy, a 
ecard of thanks was vresented the parish by the "members of the Universalist 
Society." The actual existence of a society at that time is unlikely, 
although an organized group holding Universalist ideas no doubt was 
carrying on missionary work. Other occasional preaching by Universalists 
probably took place in the succeeding years On March 17, 1823; a Tew 
people met at the tavern of Asaph Kendall, and organized themselves into 
the First Universalist Society in Haverhill and Adjacent Towns, though 
the name by which they were incorporated by act of the legislature the 
following year was the First Universalist Society in the Town of 
Haverhill. Rev. Hosea Ballou preached the first sermon to this new or- 
ganization, the meeting being held in Assembly Hall, on the north side of 
Water Street, nearly opposite the old ferry way Services continued to 
be held in that place while the society was building a meetinghouse on 
Summer Street, which was dedicated in 1826 Rev. Thomas G. Farnsworth 
came in that year as first settled minister, remaining until 1833 He 
was a member of the legislature from Heverhill in 1833 The church entered 
the Universalist fellowship in 1828. A bass viol, purchased in 1850, pro 4 
vided the first instrumental music. 


It would appear that the Universalists played a peculiar role in the 
controversy which arose between the Orthodox Congregationalists and the 
Uritarians in the First Parish In 1828, Rev. Dudley Phelps, an outspoken | 
Calvinist, was settled as pastor, but since a substantial minority of the 
parish had adopted Unitarian beliefs, an effort to dismiss him was soon 
made Following the first, and unsuccessful, attempt in 1830, 18 persons 
were recruited as members of the parish during 1831 But these were in- 
sufficient, for on September 13, 1832, another attempt to dismiss the Rev 
Mr. Phelps failed by 13 votes However, a third attempt on November 8 of 
the same year succeeded, and this was undoubtedly due to the admission to 
the parish of 17 members, all Universalists, in the interim Following 
the withdrawal of the Orthodox Congregationalists to form the Independent 
Congregational Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
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‘rchives in Massachusetts), there began a contest between the Universelists 
dg the Unitarians regarding the settlement of a minister and the control 
parish funds. The annual parish meeting, in April 1833, had elected a 
ommittee for supplying the pulpit, a majority of whom were Unitarians. 
On June 27, the Universalist society dismissed 37 members to become members 
‘the First Parish. The special parish meeting in July refused to settle 
vy. Andrew P. Peabody, a Unitarian, and elected a new supply committee, 
Majority of whom were Universalists. At the second special varish meet- 
gs on September 50, the Unitarians rallied and defeated the proposal to 
tile Rev. James H. Bugbee, a Universalist, and secured the adoption of 
plan to divide the parish funds among the several religious societies 
fiamibe verritorial limits of the First Parish. While this plan was 
being worked out, the Unitarians had been negotiating with the Orthodox 
Congregationalists to join forces, outvote the Universalists who were now 
jm Majority in the parish, and divide the parish funds equally between 
‘themselves. The Universalists learned of this in time and offered the 

- Unitarians benter terms,,which were accepted. As: a pug the parish 
meeting of April 2, 1834, settled Rev, Nathaniel Gage, a Unitarian, as 

' pastor for 5 years, abated the parish taxes of the 68 ede ‘members 
pt the parish, and granted them $4,000 for their interest in the parish 
funds. This sum was offered the First Universalist Society on condition 

- that the Universalists seceding from the First Parish be admitted as mem- 
ers of the society, that trustees be appointed to manage the funds, and 
tnat the income from the funds be used to support Universalist preaching 
@he proposal was accepted, and trustees were duly appointed. 


dm 1857, a church organization was formed and formally recognized 
on June) 25 Twenty years later, it was reorganized and revised articles 
‘or faith and covenant adopted. In 1853, the society purchased the Sheriff 
| ‘Bartlett estate on Water Street with the intention of erecting a church 
upon it, but the estate was sold the following year because the members 
preferred the Summer Street site, on which a building was erected in 1855, 
and dedicated in January 1856. The site of the present church at 15 
 Kenoza Avenue was vurchased in 1892; the brick edifice, partially Norman 
in style, was erected in 1893, and dedicated January 16, 1894. A parsonage 
— was erected in 1914 


i The church and society voted to unite in 1916, and 2 years later were 
- consolidated by legislative enactment as the First Universalist Church in 
ithe ioe Of, Haverhill. 
i,’ See: "Reminiscences of Universalist Society," author unknown (1 vol 
cat church) ; "First Universalist Church Observes 100th Anniversary," in 
Been Hi Evening Gazette, May 7, 1893; Sermon preached by Rev. Henry 
) Bacon at funeral of Mrs. Lucy cae Tompkins , Haverhill (1893); Hosea Ballou, 
Sermon p preached at installation of Rev. Thomas G Farnsworth, April 2, 
OV MSR 4S) (Boston, Bowen and Cushing, 1826) , in folder "First Universalist 
Church" in church collection, Haverhill Public Library, Haverhill; 

irumpet and Universalist Magazine, July 8, 1837; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, 
So avenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p 85 for 


| 
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picture of church erected in 1895; and Joseph Crocker Snow, History of 
the First Universalist Church, Kenoza a Avenue, Hayerhill (Haverhill, 1900), 
4 v0 and Townsend P P, Abell, Sermon delivered August 8, 1841, in examina- 
ti s 20, 1841, by Rev. Otis A. Skinner, ag 


of a discourse preached June 2¢ 
the instal lelion of Rev. T. P. Abell, as pastor of the First Universalist 
Society, | rhill (1841), 19 pp., both in the rare volume department of 


navernits 


the Boston Public Library 


Minutes of meetings of church, 1823--, with financial accounts, 
1823-90, copies of deeds of pews, 1854-60, pew appraisal list, 1854-62, 
report on "Uniting Covenant, Declaration of Faith, Form of Government, and 
Special Rules," 1915, revision of covenant, 1916, 3 vols., first two 
volumes deposited in Haverhill Savings Bank, 153 Merrimack Street, 
Haverhill, and in custody of Mr, Daniel C. Hunt, former clerk, current 
volume in custody of Mrs. Robert D. Malcolm, clerk, 27 Byron Street, 
Bradford District, Haverhill; Minutes of meetings of trustees, 1910, 2 
vols., first volume in Haverhill Savings Bank, eurrent volume in possession 
and custody of Mr. Bennett McGregor, clerk of trustees, 50 Groveland 
Street, Haverhill; Minutes of meetings of Universalist Ladies’ Circle, 
1928--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Miss Kate Morse, 76 Arlington 
Street, area Minutes of meetings of Universalist Woman's Club, 1932--, 
1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Charles E, Sawyer, 166 Kenoza 
Avenue, Haverhill; Minutes of meetings of Universalist Men's Club with 
fl na Rene accounts, 1928--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrz 
Philip Gardner, 82 Fountain Street, Haverhill; Minutes of meetings of 
Universalist haioe' Circle Auxiliary (formerly Clara Barton Guild), 1958--, 
1 vol , in possession and custody of Mrs. Richard G. Malbon, secretary, 

19 Buttomwoods Avenue, Haverhill; Register: Births, 18182s% marriages, 
1825--, deaths, 1792-- (includes records of narents of members), abl on 
file cards prior to 1938, in possession ‘and custody of Mrs. A. A. Miner; 
10 Fountain Street, Haverhill, 1938--, 1 vol.:, in custody of Rev. Wallace 
G. Fiske, 54 Columbia Park, Haverhill; Reports of treasurer, 1891-1919, 2 
envelones; Income and expenditures, 1891--, 6 vols., earliest four volumes 
in Haverhill Savings Bank, latest two volumes in possession and custody of 
Mr, J. Fred Dalcourt, treasurer, 18 Fairmount Avenue, Haverhill; Income 
and expenditures of Universalist Woman's Club, 1915--, 3 vols., in pos-— 
session and custody of Mrs. Lee W. Noyes, treasurer, 5 Shapleigh Avenue, 
Haverhill; Income and expenditures of Universalist Ladies' Circle, 1928--, 
1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Charles Martin, Howard Street, 
Haverhill; Income and expenditures of Universalist Ladies’ Circle 
Auxiliary, 1931--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Joseph &. 
Tuttle, 21 Fountain Street, Haverhill; Account of envelope contributions, 
1914-17, 1 vol.; Account of weekly collections and pledges, 1901-11, 7 
vols.; Account for church repairs, 1872, 1 vol.; Subscription book for 
preaching, 1835-50, 15 vols.; Check stubs for parsonage, 1914-18, 1 vol., 
the four above items are in the possession and custody of Mr. J. Fred 
Dalcourt, treasurer, 18 Fairmount Avenue, Haverhill; Account of finances 
of Sunday School, 1894--, 3 vols., in possession and custody of Mr. Earle 
C, Harvey, 90 School Street, Groveland, Haverhill; Records: Citizens’ 
Sunday Class (defunct), 1916-18, 1 vol.; of Thoughtful Circle, 1887, 1 
vol.; of Young Peoples' Christian Union, 1887, 1 vol.; of Peoples! Christian 
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ischarges, vol. 369, ». 159, recorded June 30, 1846; vol 437, p 169, 
ecorded November 1, 1850; vol 437, » 170, recorded December 2, 1850; 
mee, D. 157, recorded July 13, 1852. 


Meerecord of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massa 


sSachusetts 
feciol Laws, 1824, ch. 57, approved June 12, 1824; change of name to 
sb Universalist Church in the City of Haverhill, Massachusetts 


eee) Acts, 1918, ch. 145, approved April 26, 1918 


| 86. FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN NAN 
P Universalist Church in Nantucket 
‘ Street, Nantucket. 


TUCKET (Provrietors of the First 
), 1824-37 (defunct), Federal 


3 


In the Nantucket Inquirer, dated lfonday, March 22, 1824, the following 
notice appeared, "Those gentlemen who contemplate forming a religious as-— 
ociation on the basis of God's Universal Goodness and all those who feel 
ously disposed to forward the esteblishment of a Society of 
niversalist be in ee town, are requested to mest at the house of Aaron 
fitchell, Esa., on Wednesday evening next, at 7 o'clock, for the purpose 
Bemaking arrangements accordingly." A second mseting was held on May 12 
in May 3, 1825, a meetinghouse was dedicated The building, of simple 

hie style, was located on Federal Street, the present site of the 
Kthenacum. Rev. Joshua Flagg of Dana (see entry 52), vreached the dedi- 
Bauory Sermon The land was vurchased on July 13, 1827, and the church was 
maceOrporated earlier that year, on January 20 The Inguirer of January 2, 
1826, announced that Rev. William Morse, of the Second Universalist Chinon 
@ Philedelphia (see forthcoming Inventory of Universalist Archives in 
Pennsylvania), had accepted a call to minister to the Nentucket group On 
Pune 1, 1831, a successor, the Rev. George Bradburn was ordained and in- 
stalled in this church, He later represented the island in the state 
Bislature for three terms, 1839-41, and was very active in the abolition- 
ist movement. His ministry probably ended about 1834, as the church build- 
Sppears to have been sold at that time, Norwood in his Pilgrimage of 
@ Pilgrim states: "There was once a Restorationist society here, who owned 
@ood church, but one day, whilst their minister, Rev. George Bradbune 

S absent_on a visit, they sold their house, and it was devoted to other 
ourposes." 


A "Parson Swain" (Frederick Swain) was never an ordained minister, but 
Officiated at intervals when the church was without a ii: 
of June 18, 1837, announced, "Notice - Universalist preaching will be con- 
tinued in Broad Street Hall for months to come, for thos 

joyful sound." 
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Alliance, 188-89, 1 vol.; Report of treasurer of Social, Uniem 
vol., the above five records are in the Haverhill Savings Bank; 
records and offerings, 1938--, on file cards, in possession and 
of Miss Denise Hilliard, 41 batt Avenue, Haverhill; Reports: 
ouilding committee, 1894, 6 pp.; of "Million Dollar Drive," 1923, ¢ 
vol.; Program of exercises at laying of cornerstone, 6 pp., t.j) mam 
Dedication, 1825; 75th Anniversary, 1898: Universalist Club banqu 
dedication of memorial window, 1914; 100th Anniversary, 1925; Pub 
Parish Reports, 1897-98, 1 filing case; Haverhill First Universal 
Church, Le0Ss0¢ 1 file; The Open Door, 1905-19, 1 filé,. 2 Volga o 
Calendar, 1918-21, 1 bundle; Newspaper clipping file; the above 12 

are in church Poti ber tan Haverhill Public Library; clippings, 1936 
possession and custody of Rev. Wallace G. Fiske, pastor, 54 Columbie 


. Haverhill. “Se 


Record of proverty recordings at the Essex County, South Distri 
Registry of Deeds; Salem: Site of first meetinghouse on Summer Str 
purchase, pew deed, mortgage and discharge, mortgage, mortgage and § 
charge, 10 guitclaims, and sale to the First Presbyterian Church if 
Haverhill, vol. 244, p. 8, recorded February 20, 1827; vol. (aja 
recorded September 2, 1827; vol. 300, p. 233, recorded May 30, 183% 
322, p.. 75, recorded January 7, 1841; yol. 584, p. 296, Trecoraus . 
1859; vol. 667, p. 223, recorded May 11, 1864; vol. 1135.) su 
JULY LO Sees: Vols Reg ny eye n paporaee October 2, 18933 vam 
p. 69, recorded October 18, 1895; vol. 1494, op. 49-50, Octoner 30, 
vol. 1504, p. 440, recorded February 15, 1897; vol. 1504, p. S360 
March 5, 1897; vol. 1657, p. 337, recorded November 4, 1901; fot a 
otreet, purchase, mortgage and discharge, and sale, vol. 477, Dy 45 
corded Mey 7, 1853; vol. 477, p. 46, recorded May 7, 1853; voll=gws 
51, recorded April.13, 1860; vol. 489, p. 259, recorded February 2am 
lot on Park Street, purchase, three mortgages and respective dischar 
quitclaim, and sale, vol. 1210, p. 77, recorded November 10, 188758 
1210, p. 78, recorded November 10, 1887; vol. 1791, p. 574, recorder 
a9, 1905; vol. 1791, p. 575, recorded August 29, 1905; Vol. [aGeuu 
recorded April 16, 1907; vol. 2268, ». 289, recorded July 3) 
2275, p. 508, recorded September 9, 1914; vol. 2274, p. 48, recom 
September 18, 1914; vol. 2274, p. 49, recorded September 18, 1914 
of present church on Kenoza Avenue, purchase, and mortgage and di 
TOL, 1O0l. Dp. OL. Mecorded Ausuet = 1892; vol. 13805"). 87) Yeo 
June 14, 1895) vol. iSaal a Bee. bLabned March 15, 1898; adj aqme 
on Kenoza Avenue, Sectees mortgage, and sale, vol. 2368, p. 408: 
corded June 12, 1917; vol. 2368, p. 409, recorded June 12,° 198i 
e420, p. 399, recorded August 8, 1919: lot on Columbia Road, nureh 
mortgage and discharge, vol. 2268, p. 118, recorded July 30; 1914909 
2291, March 23, 1915; vol. 2518, p. 490, recorded April 2, 1921-"mum 
laneous mortgages taken by the society; lot on Water Street, mort 
and discharge, vol. 309, p. 221, recorded December 1, 1838; vol. 3 
p. 70, recorded July 31, 1845; lot in Bradford, mortgage and disch 
vol. 509, p. 295, recorded December 8, 1838; vol. 334, p. 216, record 
December 5, 1842. lot on Green Street, two mortgages and resnective 
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No records have been found. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation as Proprietors of 


the First Universalist Church in Nantucket, Massachusetts Special Laws, 
+1826, ch. 42, approved January 20, 1827. 


87, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1824-66, 1873-1915 (defunct), Grand 
Army of the Republic Highway, Brewster. 


In 1824, the Universalist Society in Brewster was organized by indi- 
viduals who had withdrawn earlier from the First Parish (see forthcoming 
Enventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). About'1822, certain 
of these individuals, desiring to hear the preaching of Rev. Hosea Ballou 
and other Universalists, had petitioned the First Parish for the occasional 
use of the meetinghouse, when not otherwise occupied. Their petition was 


treated unceremoniously, and it was voted "to throw it under the table."l 


In consequence, several of the more liberal contributors withdrew from 
the First Parish, and the Universalist Society later came into being. The 
group held its meetings in &@ small hall for a time. 


The first meetinghouse was erected in 1828, on the south side of what 
was then King's Road or Highway, and is now the Grand Army of the Republic 
Highway, The site of this first meetinghouse was nearly opposite the 
present Town Hall. The old records contain interesting items of expendi- 
ture in connection with the building and dedication of the meeting- 
house, including the following entries: "Carting stone $ day, 2 men and 
team $1.50, $ Gal. W. I. rum for carters on ground $50." 


The meetinghouse was dedicated on November 18, 1828, the dedication 
prayer being delivered by Rev. Hosea Ballou and ‘the sermon by Rev. Hosea 
Ballou, 2nd. Mr. Charles Spear had been called to minister to the society, 
installation which took place upvon the occasion 
of the dedication, Rev. Hosea Ballou also preached the ordination sermon, 
The Rev. Mr. Spear served both the Brewster and Chatham Universalist 
churches (see entry 81), preaching to these congregations on alternate 
Sundays. His perish, however, reached beyond his immediate congregations 
Penology, interested him greatly, and he lectured upon this subject in 
various churches and pudlished a paper called The Prisoner's Friend. 


The society's second pastor, Rev. Abraham Norwood, preached in 
Brewster every other Sunday, the intervening Sundays preaching in Chatham 
and Orleans (see entry 127). In his autobiography, he refers to the suc- 
cessful conference meetings held by the Brewster society: "We were seldom 
troubled for want of speakers. Both male and female spoke. By erie 1 


Psa 


1. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, "Religion in Brewster, August 25, 1904," 


(ms.), p. 5. 
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had doubts as to the propriety of females speaking in meeting. I called b 
a council of the preachers of our faith in all that region, and some other 
persons, to consider the subject, and it was decided unanimously that 
female pian not only be allowed, but encouraged, to speak in social 
conferences During the pastorate of Rev. Nathaniel Gunnison, a rasa 


was comma lar deuce in 1838. 


In 1851, Rev. Cyrus Augustus Bradley came to Brewster. According 
to his account, the church was out of repair and had been closed for ~ q 
several months. Pews had passed by inheritance to individuals who were Ph 
not interested in the movement and even to those who were definitely 
hostile to 1s. The Kev. Mr. Bradley served the society for 6 years, and 
during his pastorate services were held every Sunday instead of fort- 
nightly. Brewster, as a shipping town, had vested interests in the traf— 
fie in slaves and rum. There were about 50 ship-masters in the town, all 
of whom sided ‘with the slave interests, and considerable friction and some 
bitterness was aroused when the Rev. Mr. Bradley preached against this 
trade. "The year before I came here," he wrote, "the famous Fugitive 
Slave law had been enacted by Congress. .. . I preached practical 
Universalism, I preached Freedom, and Temperance. The result was not a a 
little controversy, some times a little unpleasantness, but practical = 
Universalism carried the day." Early in his pastorate, a new church was 
erected on King's Highway about a mile to the east of the first meeting— 
house. This was dedicated on December 1, 1852. The former meetinghouse 
was sold,moved about a half-mile westward, and converted into a hotel, _ 
now known as the Tip-Top House. A parsonage was purchased about 1855, 
which stood opposite the church. This building was razed some years 
later. j 


It is evident from the rather frank statements of Rev. Abraham -. 
Norwood and Rev. Cyrus Augustus Bradley that the society did not increase 
to any extent in the early days. The Rev. Mr. Norwood writes: "During 
my stay, it (the society) lost more by deaths and removals than were at 
church when I preached my introductory sermon, so that elthough we had . A 
occasionel additions, our numbers on the whole were not greatly increased."? 
And the Rev. Mr. Bradley stated that "during my ministry here about one—. = 
third of those I found here, died or moved away. I think not one family | 
moved into the parish."4 a 


The society declined, and during the Civil War years it was without 
a settled minister and services were held but once a month. Rev. Asa Mayo oa 
Bradley wrote: "Some of the strongest supporters had become interested 
in Spiritualism, the religious novelty of that period." In 1866, the 


. Abraham Norwood, oe. Pilgrim maze of a mE ee T EEN Bani SORA ae a 
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2. Cyrus Augustus Beadians "Brewster Anniversary, i anes Pat Os 4 
Oo. Abraham Norwood, OD a SGEGH,. Dy Ok, “ V 
4. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, MBhewdter Anniversary," p. 2. ‘a 
5. Asa Mayo Bradley, "My Cape Cod Story," (ms.), p. 23. . 
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cond meetinghouse was sold and converted into a store, now owned by Mr 
Henry T. Crocker 


In 1875, Rev, Cyrus Augustus Bradley returned to Cave Cod and re- 
ganized the society in Brewster, preaching in Brewster and Yarmouthport 
see entry 144) ie remained with the Brewster society, as its pastor, 
intil his death in 1906 In 1878, early in his second vastorate in 

wster, a chapel was built on King's Highway A bequest had been made 
H the society, the income of which was to be used to sustain preaching. 
mis restriction was disregarded, and the fund was used for the new chanel, 
vé title of which was vested in the Massachusetts Universalist Convention 
see entry 9).1 
Pe oullicr services were held for a few years following the Rev. Mr. 
edtey*s death, Finally, in 1915, the Massachusetts Universalist 
Onvention took over the property because no services had been held for 2 
ers or longer. The building was leased to the Brewster Social Club the 
sllowing year, and has since been converted into a dwelling. 


A Sunday School was organized soon after the establishment of the 
eliety, and in 1834, the Female Charitable Socicty was organized, con- 
timuing in existence until a few years after the chapel was sold 


bee. Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Pones in Massachusetts, p. 11 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
iS 1 Bee 


Bbiversalist Magazine, August 9, 
bis 

4 Minutes of church and society, 1838-44, with vrofession of faith and 
fiurch covenant, list of members, and treasurer's accounts of receipts, 
peo-44. i vol , Treasurer's accounts for building and dedication of meet- 
nghouse, and other expenses, 1828-29, 5 loose sheets; Constitution of 
emale Charitable Society, with list of officers and members, (Barnstable, 
Press of the Barnstable Patriot, S. B. Phinney, printer, 1834), 8 np All 
rds in envelope in front of volume, "Cape Cod - #1," in possession 

the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in 

ody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole 


Property recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, Barnstable: 
iginal Sipe of meetinghouse, purchase and sale, vol. 67, p. 294, recorded 
Weer abo: vol. 86, p. 454; recorded March 7, 1865; site of second 
pinghouse, purchase and sale, vol. 52, p. 578, recorded January 1, 1853; 
Bol, p. 55, recorded Sevtember 3, 1866; site of third meetinghouse, 
‘ehase, sale and vote authorizing sale to Massachusetts Universalist 
ention, re-purchase, certificate of possession by Massachusetts 
meyereariet Convention, vol. 132, ». 198, recorded August 21, 1878; vol 
eeraede>, recorded April 9, 1879; vol. 137, p. 126, recorded Apri 9, 


myo 9150, pp 19-20, recorded April 10, 1879; vol, 350, p. 985, re- 
PayApril 10, 191’ 
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88. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIEFY AND CHURCH OF HARDWICK (First 


Congregational Church, Universalist; First Universalist 
Society in Hardwick; Union Society), 1824--, (federated) 
Hardwick. 


The Universalist Society of Hardwick was incorporated in 1824, from 
which date until 1837, infrequent services were held For a year there- 
after, Rev. John Pierce of Lunenburg held meetings in the Town Hall in a 
the center of the Town, and was succeeded by Rev. Gilman Noyes, a graduate © 
of Dartmouth, who remained until 1840. In 1841, the First Congregational 
Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Mas ssachusetts) 
united with the Universalists, calling themselves the First Congregational™ 
Society, Universalist. Their meetinghouse was at this time razed to make — 
way for a new building. Dedication took place on January 20, 1842. For 
5 years after 1850 there was no regular vastor On July 26, 1928, it was — 
voted to change the name of the church to the First Universalist Society 
and Church of Hardwick. In 1932, this society and the First Calvinistice 
Society in Hardwick (see forthcoming Inventory of Federated Archives in 
Massachusetts) federated as a community church, retaining the same name, 
although functioning as separate bodies. Services are held,6 months every — 
year in each church. ; 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalis 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. a7 for picture of church; Trumpew ana 
Universalist Magazine Baccubar 19, 1840, December 17, 1842 


Minutes with certificates of membership and financial accounts, .1833= 


1915, 1920--, 2 vols,., in the possession and custody of Mrs Pauline 
Jackson, clerk, Barre Road, Hardwick; Check stubs, with record of expendi- 


tures, 1930--,°1 vol,, in the possession and custody of Miss Catherine 
Sehneider, treasurer, Main Road, Hardwick 


Property recordings in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds, 
Worcester: "Wardell Place" estate of 15 acres and stock of Ware National 
Bank, left by will, sale, vol, 1386, p. 14, recorded June 1, 1692s tar 
on "highway leading from Common," purchas. vol. 2253), p,,. 26e6;,uneconagus 
september 7, 1921; deed of mortgage and deeanes on above, Volo maces 
p. £25, recorded September 7, 1921; vol. 2558, » 460, recorded) Dememeem 
AO. LO are ie he ese stands on land originally set aside by the ii 
town for the Church of Christ in Lam>bstown and which came into the pos-— 
session of the Universalists 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
ppetial-Lawse; 1624, ch 62, approved June 12, 1ee4. 
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89. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF METHUEN (Gleason Memorial 
Universalist Church), 1824--, 3 Pleasant Street, Methuen. 


In 1824, an act was passed by the legislature, which allowed a citi- 
zen to change his affiliation from one church to which he had been paying 
taxes to any other of his choice upon giving due notice This provided 
the stimulus for a number of people in Methuen of Universalist opinions 
to act to establish a church which suited their consciences. On April 6, 
1824, a preliminary meeting was, held at the home of William Richardson, 
and on April 17, at a second meeting there, the constitution of the First 
Universalist Parish of Methuen was adopted and signed. Notices of preaching 
services were placed in Haverhill and Concord newspapers; Rev. Paul Dean 
of the First Universalist Society in Boston (see entry 47), is considered 
the first minister to preach for this newly established group Other oc- 
casional preachers of the Boston Universalist churches were hired for 
Several years. On March 10, 1828, the group voted to ask Rev Thomas G, 
Farnsworth to be their regular pestor. He remained 1 year. Some of the 
preaching tock place in the "meetinghouse near Robert Bradford's in 
Pelham," on what is now Salem Road from Kelley's Crossing Corner to.Foss 
Corner. The society voted on March 13, 1826, to request permission to 
meet in the First Baptist Church of Methuen (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Baptist Archives in Massachusetts), but permission was refused, In 1834, 
the meetings were held in Wilson's Hall, located at the corner of Hampshire 
and High Streets. On October 9, 1835, the society decided to erect a 
building of its own, and on October 23, appointed a building committee. 

The building was dedicated June 1, 1836 On Avril 11; 1836, the Rev. 

John A. Greeley had been called as settled minister. In 1839, a private 
educational enterprise known es the Liberal Institute was established with 

Mr. R. M. Nichols as principal. Soonafter it joined with the Murray 

Institute at Gloucester (see entry 188). The 1840 Directory lists the 

Liberal Institute and notes "prospects encouraging.” In 1840, the church 
organization, separate from the society, came into being, under the pas- 

torate of Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner, By 1841, a Ladies’ Benevolent Sewing 

Society wes in existence Since that time there has been. a Ladies’ Social 

Union and Woman's Missionary Circle. In 1877, a young people's organiza- Pm 
Hien caliled the "N. K, W.'" was organized, and later a Young People's | 
Christian Union. A Sunday School began about this time In 1901, the | 
building was renovated by Mr. Charles Henry Tenny in memory of his wife's 

father, David Gleason. The building was renamed the Gleason Memorial 

Universalist Church. 


On September 25, 1929, the Ladies’ Social Union rented a hall in the 

building of the Methuen National Bank, at 269 Broadway, Methuen, for use 

as a parish house and Sunday School room. This hall was given up on 

November 20, 1932, at the same time services ceased to be held in the 

church, An occasional parish meeting is still held and the Ladies’ Social 
7 Union continues to rent the hall for occasional meetings. The last services 
held in the church was on May 19, 1934, with a supply preacher in order that 
~ the church property might not be taxed. 
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See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist q 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 31 for picture of Gleason Memorial chureh; ~ 
“Historical sketch," by W. L. S. Gilchrist, 1924, in minutes book; 
"Pageant, on 100th anniversary," by Rev. Ay Gertrude Earle and Seaver R 
Gilchrist, 1924, in minutes book; Rev. A. Gertrude Earle and Seaver R | 
Gilchrist, One Hundredth Anniversary of Universalism in Methuen, (Methyen, 
Methuen Transcript Press, 1924); Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, Aa 
August 8, 1829, November 14, 1835, April él, 1838, August 27, 1842, 
September 17, 1842 


iy 
| 


Minutes of parish, with financial accounts, 1824-1956, 4 vols ; 
Minutes, with financial accounts, Ladies’ Social Union (formerly Ladies’ 
Benevolent Sewing Society), 1911--, 4 vols.; Minutes of church, with fifi 
nancial accounts, 1892-1925, 2 vols.; Register, with constitution and by- ~ 
laws, revised, April 5, 1914, members, 1892-1925, marriages, 1891-1907, 4 
funerals, 1890-1900, resolutions and church meetings, 1892-1925, parish- 
joners serving in World War, 1917-18; Report of committee investigating 
Rev. Wentworth Roscoe Libby, charged with use of planchette, April 19, 
1904; Bill of sale for pew 8 to Enoch Stevens, kept in minutes book; r 
all records in possession and custody of Mr, Charles Cooper, moderator, 
19 Gage Street, Methuen. 


Property recordings at Essex County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, Lawrence: First Universalist Society of Methuen, Gleason Memorial 
of Methuen, purchase, vol. 287, p. 54, recorded November 2, 1835. 


90, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN UPTON, 1825-47 (defunct), Upton’ 


This society was organized in the spring of 1825. Preaching was held | 
only occasionally and there was never a settled pastor. About 1847, when 
the First Unitarian Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 4 
Archives in Massachusetts) in West Upton was organized, the Universalists ; 
merged with them and became Unitarian. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 15, 1829. 


No records have been found 


91 UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1825-ca 1877 (defunct), Halifax. 


This society was probably organized in 1825 and a meetinghouse was 
built and dedicated January 1, 1829 The 1836 Register lists Alanson St 
Clair as minister, The Revs. Darius and Sylvanus Cobb preached “an thig y 
meetinghouse. As late as 1877, summer services were being held with a 
minister coming from South Weymouth to preach. The meetinghouse was sold 
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and moved to the late Edwin Lyon's place where it is still in use as a 
storehouse and barn. 


See: Jrumpet and Universalist Magazine, July 26, 1828, June 3, 1837 


Contract for erection of a meetinghouse, endowed July 11, 18%6, 
stating that terms have been fulfilled, in possession of Mr. Clement A 
Lyon, Weare Road, New Boston, N. H ; Notes on the Halifax churches, prepared 
for the bicentennial celebration of Halifax in 1934, by and in possession 
of Miss Nettie Thomas, Monponsett Street, Halifax. No other records have 
been found 


No property recordings have been found 


92 FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN LAUNTON, 1825-- (dormant), corner 
of Spring and High Streets, Taunton 


In February 1825, this society was incorporated Rev Richard 
Carrique of Attleboro (see entry 65) preached with some regularity in the 
Town Hall He was aided by visiting ministers from other parts of the 
state. Rev. John Bovee Dods became the first settled pastor in 1831, re- 
maining until 18355 The church was organized in 1832 The next year, 
the old Unitarian church on Spring Street (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) was purchased, but was later lost 
when the small society was unable to pay for it Rev. Abraham Norwood in 
The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim states: "At this time, Nov. 1839, the cause 
in Taunton, Massachusetts, was prostrate - the meeting—house sold, and the 
society disorganized Rev Edwin Thomoson, an indefatigable itinerating 
laborer in the cause of truth, temperance and humanity, had recently been 
among them, and by his timely and zealous efforts succeeded in arousing 
to newness of life the latent spirit of truth which for several years nad 


slumbered in the bosoms of its professed friends 


"T succeeded him, and preached a few Sabbaths, and thus a movement 
commenced which resulted in the organization of a new society, the erection 
of a house of worship, and the present excellent and prosperous state of 
things "1 Only occasional services were held thereafter until-1859, when 
@ reorganization took place. Rev. William Fishbough settled as pastor 
Land was purchased at Spring and High Streets and a church building erected 
there in 1842 This meetinghouse was removed about 1879, and the present 
building erected on the same site. It is a wooden building with a belfry 
on the left The pulpit was supplied by students for a time The last 
pastor was Rev. Hazel I Kirk, who left in June 1939 Services have not 
been held since that time, and the property ‘is for sale The Women's 
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"1 Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage Of A Pilgrim 
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Auxiliary meets in the Odd Fellows building. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, June 6, 1840; June 26, 1841. 


Minutes of parish, 1862--, church, 1869-1933, voard of management , 
1916--, 5 vols., early volumes in possession and custody of Nr. Redo 


Lincoln, chairman of board of management, 14 Spring Street, Taunton, cur= 
rent volume in possession of Mrs. Ruth Pratt Walker, parish clerk and 
secretary of board of management, 5 Adams Street, Taunton; Register: 
Members, 1884--, dedications, marriages, and deaths, 1901--, pastors and 
deacons, 1900--, and other sundry information, 1884--, 1 vol.; in posses— 
sion and custody of Mr. Lincoln. 


Property recordings at Bristol County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, Taunton: Land corner Spring and High Streets, burchase, vol toes 


p. 08, recorded January 16) 1842. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1824, ch. 92, avproved February 22, 16253 re-incorporatvion, 


LOLs ow A Boos Cle 6G. (erop raved sie ret 1a er oa 


93. RESTORATIONIST SOCIETY, ca. 1826-28 (defunct), Boylston. 


Abdout 1826, a group of Universalists withdrew from the First Parish 
of Boylston (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in 
Massachusetts) and formed a Restorationist church. Universalist ministers 
preached occasionally in the next 2 years. In 1828, they were evidently 
induced to join some Unitarians in maintaining worship in a schoolhouse. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


94, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY , ca. 1826-36 (defunct), Plympton. . 


This society was incorporated in 1826. The Directory for 1836vre2 
cords it had "3 members" and a "meetinghouse." There is no later listing. 


1. Samuel Russell, "Drial of the Action in Favor of the Rev. Samuel 


Russell of Boylston against John Howe of Boylston, for Defamation at the 
Supreme Judicial Court, Holden at Worcester, April A. D. 1831." 


i: 241 
_ Churches in Massachusetts [ 94 ] 


No records have .cen found 
No property recordings have been found 


- Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1826, ch. 30, approved June 20, 1826 


95. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1826-36 (defunct), Wilbraham 


In 1826, Rev Lucius R. Paige, who was organizing the First Independent 
c Universalist Society of Springfield (see entry 98), vreached 1 Sunday a 
if. month in the adjacent town of Wilbraham. "The Universalists came into the 
— South Parish and organized a society in 1826, but never built a meetinghouse, 
mw using instead the different school houses for their religious services 
After a few years, however, the society became extinct."l This society was 
never listed in the Directory, which was first published in 1836 


No records have been found 


66 NEWTON AND WATERTOWN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY (First Universalist 
Church of Christ in Watertown), 1826-66 (defunct), Newton. 


Nearly half a century before the establishment of a Universalist 
society in Newton, the doctrine was gaining adherents there: Its best- 
- known exponent in the community was Elhanan Winchester. In 1779, Winchester, 
then a young man of 29, returned to Massachusetts to visit. "All along the 
way," writes Emerson Hugh Lalone in a biographical sketch, "he continued to 
seek light on the vexing problem of Universal restoration. At home, in 
conversation, he inadvertently converted some of his family and neighbors, 
while seeking to refute Universalism."* The Baptist church of Newton (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) was seriously 
affected by this defection, and later excommunicated nine membersof the 
Winchester family, and six other individuals, including the first two 
clerks of the Baptist church : 


Despite the early enthusiastic reception of the new gospel, it was 
probably not until 1826, that actual organization of a Universalist society 
took place. That year, the Newton and Watertown Universalist Society was 
incorporated by special act of the legislature. Early in 1827, the society 


1 Stebbins, Rufus P., Historical Address Delivered 
Celebration of the Town of Wilbraham, June 15, 1865, p. 1s 

2. Emerson Hugh Lalone, "Pioneer Personalities: A Seriee of 
_ Biographical Studies" in The Helper, LXIX, p 18 
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purchased a lot of land located between Newton Corner and the Watertown 
bridge, and erected a building thereon. Dedication of the meetinghouse a 
took place on August 15, 1827. Rev. Russell Streeter, the first settled | 
minister, served the society from 1827 to 1829. In 1862, the building } 
was: sold, and converted into a schoolhouse by the removal of the tower 
and bell, the latter being sold to the Second Baptist Society in Newton 
Upper Falls (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in r 
Massachusetts). At the last meeting of the society in 1866, the library ~ 
of the Sunday School was placed in the custody of Mr. George W. Hall 
for the use of the Universalist society which was being formed in — 
Newtonville (see entry 243). Then in 1873, the eight remaining members 
of the church donated the communion silver, which had been given them 

by the First Universalist Society in Boston (see entry 47) and which 

had been used by Rev. John Murray, to the Newton Universalist Society ) 
(Newtonville) with a reversion clause with the Massachusetts Universalist ~ 
Convention (see entry 9) as the beneficiary. en 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834; July 20, 
1839. 


Minutes of society, with act of incorporation, list of pew buyers 
and pew deeds, 1826-66, 2 vols.; Minutes of church, with profession of 
faith, constitution, list of members and calendar entries, 1828-59, 1873, 
1 vol.; 311 in possession of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts 


College, Medford, and in custody of Prof. Alfred Storer Cole. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Site of church,’ purchase and sale, Vol. 2745 
p. 78, recorded May 7, 1827; vol. 885, p. 583, recorded Junesleg oo ae 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts a 
Special Laws, 1826, .ch. 102, approved March 3, 1827; repeal of pew assesses 
ment provision, Ibid., 1854, .ch..:105, approved March 25; 1654002 ae 


97, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN DUXBURY , 1826-66 (defunct) , : “i 
Duxbury. 


This society was incorporated in 1826, when property was purchased 
from the Winsor family and a church erected. The building stood in the 
southwest corner of the present Winsor House lot on the Main street. 
There was a small burying ground in the rear of the church, but ype now 
_ completely obliterated. The building was sold and moved to a neighboring 
town in 1866. a 


: : a 

See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 10, 1836, June 3, 
1857, ApraL 8) 01837.’ "The Universalias Church," by Ebigabeun a. Peterson, 
in The Story of Duxbury (1637-1937), edited by Ellesley Waldo Long, 
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(Norwood, 1937), 237 vp.; Mary & Livermore, The Story of My Life, 
(Hartford, A. D, Worthington & Co , publishers, 1893), 730 pp 


Minutes of society, with constitution and list of carly members , | 
1829-49, 1 vol., in possession of Universalist Historical Society, Tufts i 


College, Medford, in the custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole - il 
Property recordings at Plymouth County, Registry of Deeds, Plymouth i| 


Site of meetinghouse, purchase, transfer and sale, vol 156, Do Lio. re fat 
Corded May 2, 1826; vol 156, p. 301, recorded Sentember 25, 1866; vol 
059, p. 210, recorded September 25, 1866 


J 


Record of legislative enactments: Incornoration, Massachusetts . 
Special Laws, 1826, ch. 19, approved June 20, 1826; assessment on news i 


and levies ee S56 made according to an avnraisal of committee, Ibid , rl 
1834, ech. 35, approved February 28, 1834 ) 


See) os PAUL'S UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Py 
society in Springfield), 1826-1928 
et 


i) 
rst Independent Universalist | 
£ Ae {y | 
corner of Svring Street 


erged), State Street, 


. 
Mhe first meeting to organize a Universalist Society and maintain 
Universalist preaching took place April 27, 1826 The name First | 
Independent Universalist Society was adopted by the new group. Rev 
Tucius R. Paige was engaged to preach on alternete Sundays and served 


oO 


. 
tits group about 3 years. These services were held until 1844 in the it 
Chapel of the armory, in Gunn's Block at State andWalnut Streets. In it 
1844, a meetinghouse was erected at Main and Stockbridge Streets; this ‘i 
Was replaced in 1869 by a new building at Bridge and Chestnut Streets Ki 


The name was changed in 1870 to St. Paul's Universalist Church, . Finally, 
ain 1909, the congregation moved to a building erected on State and 1 


Spring Streets. The church and socisty were united on January 23, 1928 Ali 
On June 10 of that year, final services were held and the church merged A 


Se 


Wath the Third Congregational Society (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) under the name of the Church of the 


Unity. Rev. Owen Whitman Eames conducted these final services and became 
Minister of the united church. ii 


pee: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfclio of Universelist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p, 45 for picture of church 


) i 
| 
. Minutes of society, 1826-1928, 5 vols ; Ninutes of church, list of 
z members, baptisms, 1855-1928, 2 vols ; Minutes of prudential committee, | 
: PebeOe=ec. 1 vol.; Minutes of Ladies’ Society, with newsnaner clippings, ath 
F ; alt 
ie LO07-28, 2 vols ; Receipts and disbursements, 1836-48, 1909-28, 2 vols ; il 


P Pew and »ledge accounts of collector, 1868, 1877-1926, 8 vols ; Reports 
q of committees, business correspondence, bulletins, 1898- Tae es 2 bundles; 
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all these records are in the Church of the Unity, in custody of Rev Owen — 
Whitman Eames, minister, 207 State Street, Springfield. . 


Property recordings at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds, 
Springfield; Land at Bridge and Chestnut Streets, purchase, mortgage, a 
assignment of mortgage, additional mortgages, vote to sell, and sale, vol ® 
255, p. 67, recorded April 28, 1868; vol. 249, p. 552, recorded \Apridj =m 
1868: vol. 268, p, 217, recorded September) 10; 1869; vol 255, p 67; Team 
corded September 11, 1869; vol. 455, pv. 249, recorded September 3, 1889; © 
vol. 516, ps 276, recorded January 29, 1894; vol 61) p "2o, te Gu ae 
June 11, 1909; Land at State and Synring Streets, purchase, arte. 
discharges, and sale, vol. 761, p. 171, recorded July 1, 19003 volege 
pi. 1404, wecorded July 2, 19093 vol. 1170.) a Soe aren iners Pts. EO 7. 
b92S3 yo, 1566; p.' 68, recorded May" 25, 1954; vol. LD7O pep eo ae record 
August 4, 1925; vol. 1460, p. 406; recorded August 4, 1950; Vol’) Dsiate 
536 , eaves tahoe March 26, 1926; vol.1432, p. 145, recorded June 2 aan a 
Certificate of merger, vol. 1432, o. 146, recorded June 27, 1929 | 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1826, ch. 67, approved February 13, 1827; merger with Thiraaae 
Universalist Society in Springfield, Ibid., 1929, ch 261, approvea ay 
Lue 9 


es es 


99 FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY OF WOBURN, 1827-42 (defunct), Woburn 


This society was organized on April 13, 1827, and 3 days later Rev 
Paul Dean of Boston preached the first sermon to the new group in the 
Middle District Schoolhouse, on the site of the Unitarian Church ‘see 
forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) at Pleasant 
and Winn Streets. Earlier meetings had probably been held in private ] 
homes Rev. Edward Turner is reported to have preached in 1817 in a house | 
in North Woburn, built for Benjamin Thompson (Count Rumford) The Ri 
Universalist movement in Woburn was a protest to a revival at the First 
Church, Congregational (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
Archives in Massachusetts), Meetings continued to be held in the Middle 
District Schoolhouse, with various guest preachers 


ia ot ale fo 


As the society grew, in 1828, the old Baptist meetinghouse on the. Ss 
east side of Main Street, near the present Central Square, was taken over’ % 
for services. In 1829, Rev Otis A, Skinner came as the first settled ‘4 
pastor, remaining until 1831 On August 10, 1829, the cornerstone of a 
new church building was laid. The building was dedicated December 23, 
1829, It was located on the east side of Woburn common, near the present 
Boston and Maine railroad station and just west of the present City Hall 
When the society was disbanded in 1842, the building was sold to the town ia 
which used it as a town hall Later it was moved to Montvale Avenue and 
used as an armory; now it is used as a cordage factory, Rev John Gregory — 
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was minister during 1856-37, He was engaged in the temperance and slavery 
agitation of the day but was not supported by a large part of his con- 
gregation. A paper, The Bramble, was vublished for a time to provide him 
an organ of expression. The society voted to disband in 1842, but a few 
members reorganized as the Second Universalist Society (see entry 187) 


mee. .rumpet and Universalist Magazine, January 7, 1829, August 16, 


1834 


Voimetes, With original subscribers, 1627-42, 1 vol; Tax account book, 
1836-57, 1 vol.; Rev. Otis A. Skinner, Sermon, delivered in Meetinghouse 


MeecousUiversalist cociety, Woburn, the first Sunday in April, 1829 


(Marsh and Cooper, 362 Washington oe | Press of Dow and Niles, 1829), 
POopp ; Rev. Otis A. Skinner, A Sermon, delivered in the Universalist 


Meetinghouse, Woburn, the evening of Wednesday, January 13, 1830, in renlv 
Poa ,ecciier'’s Sermon ageinst ress cs ser Erevan in biie eS, 
Meetizreiouse in said town, Th 1830, (Boston, The 
Paoetuct tice, 1830), 24: op ; The Bramble, including» eto: address, and 


sermon by Bek John Gregory (Methuen, SP al \i Varneyy Les) 5 114 oy youn 


is 
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possession of Woburn Public Library, Woburn; Rev W SS. Barnes, pastor of 
the First eee Parish in Woburn, "The History of the Universalist: and 
Mercerian Movements in Woburn, Mass.,™ t. mss., 36 pp., transcribed from 


@ series of articles in Our Paper, church paper of the First Unitarian 
Church, in possession of the Universalist Eistorical Society, Tufts College, 
Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Land on square facing Common, purchase and sale, 
foe th. 51, recorded May 2, 1835;"vol. 406, bp. S52, recorded July 2, 
1841 


100 FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN NORWOOD (First Universalist 
society in Dedham) ; 1827-1934 (federated), Washington Street, 
corner of Nahatan Street, Norwood i 


This church was organized in South Dedham in 1827, and held its first 
meeting in Tavern Hall, located on Washington Street, near the town square 
Two years later a meetinghouse was erected on Washington Street, a little 
east of Nahatan Street- It was dedicated on January 14, 1830 Rev 
Alfre@ V,. Bassett was the first settled pastor, 1830-31- The second 
Church, which was built on the present site in 1865, was destroyed by 
fire in 1884 The last edifice, modern Gothic in design, with Milford 


granite walls, steeple clock and bell, was built in 1885-86 


In 1875, the name was changed to The First Universalist Society in 


-Norvrood, South Dedham having become an integral part of the town tei 


1934, because of the financial difficulties of continued existence, this 
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church voted to unite with the Norwood Methodist Episcopal Church (see 


forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Archives in Massachusetts ay) forming ‘the 
United Church of Norwood {see - forthcoming Inventory of Federated Archives 4 


in Masse echusetts) - 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, July 26, 1828; John D and 
Edna Brush, nu Century of Service," in The Christian Leader, December 23; 
1886; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches 
in Massachusetts, p. 97 for picture of third church Rev. Thomas 
Whittemore, Sermon, delivered at the dedication of the Universalist 
Meetinghouse in Dedham, January 14, 1830 (Boston, Trumpet Office, 1830) , 
Zod. , Lae the, rare) volume departnent Of the Boston Public Library - 


, births, deaths, and 


Minutes, with lists of members, mar es 
ols. ; constitution, attendance 
S 


ri 
scattered financial records, 1856- 1933 3 
records, financial accounts, and mae oy unday School, 1839-82, 1 vol 
all records in possession of Mrs. Mary F- Sumner, oldest living member, 
18 Marion Avenue, Norwood.’ Miscellaneous records, 1847-77, including 
secretaries’ and committee reports, letters, sermons, and receipts or 
pew sales, 19 items; Order of Service at the Dedication of the 
Univers 4 ait Meetinghouse in Dedham, 1930, facsimile of original of 1830, 
vrinted, 1 item; "Address on the occasion of a presentation to Rev Eben 
Fisher by members of the Universalist Society of South Dedham," 1858, u 
printed, 4 pp., 1 item; Invitation to meeting honoring Rev. Edwin Thompson, 
printed, 1887, 1 p., 1 item; Photographs of second and third-church edi- 
fFicess °} ees all in possession of the Norwood Historical Society, 93 
Day Street, Norwood. 


ma < 9 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name from First 
Universalist Society in Dedham to First Universalist Society in Norwood, 
Massachusetts Special Laws, 1875, ch. 89, approved March Sl, 2a 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Centre Street land, purchase, and two sales, vol 91, p. 5¥, recorded 
February 10, 1850; vols 314, pi65, recorded May 8, 18632 vole Glau ; 
Me beara rane 17, 1863; land corner of Weenaae hele dea Nahatan Streets, 
Norwood, purchase and sale, vol. 324, p 80, recorded June 10, 1864; 9% a 
vol. 2068, p. 14, recorded May 10, 1935; land corner of Walpole Street and — 
Saunders Road, Norwood, purchase and sale, vol. 1548, p 241, recorded 
March 24, 1925; vol. 2068, ps 16, recorded May 10; 1935 


101; FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF CHARLTON (Charlton Union Society) 
Le2 te (federated), Charlton, 


In 1827, the First Universalist Society was formed and meetings were 
held on the heetn side of the town in a building which is now used as a) om 
district school, Rev. Massena B. Ballou was the minister, This group was 
joined in 1838 by the Unitarians (see forthcoming inventory of Unitarian hi. 


ees Ree ee Se 


Archives in Massachusetts) and a new society was formed, known as the a 


“Churches in Massachusetts, p. 47 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
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Charlton Union Society. Meetings were held in Charlton Centre, where the 
old Congregational meetinghouse on the Common was purchased, torn down, 
“and a new edifice built on the same site. It was New England colonial in 
type and was dedicated December 1839, The town, by agreement, built the 
basement where town meetings and public functions were held. In 1851, the 
name of the society was changed to the First Universalist Society of 
Charlton. The Unitarian members then went to the Oxford Unitarian church 
for worship, From 1855 to 1858, there was a decline in interest so that 
there was no regular pastor. However, in 1858, meetings were resumed under 
Rev. Lucius Holmes. A fire destroyed the church in 1921, after which it 


(see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) 
united, calling themselves the Federated Church of Charlton (see forthcoming 
inventory of Federated Church Archives in Massachusetts). Both organizations 
“maintain a separate business identity, vrofess senarate creeds, and in the 
beginning the preachers were alternately Universalist and Congregational 
'The Universalist Church and property were later sold. 


see: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 


Universalist Magazine, August 4, 1838. 


Minutes, with financial accounts, 1874--, 1 vol,, voor condition; 


Minister's record book, with baptisms and deaths, covy of. Constitution, 


| 1838-1936, 1 vol.; Subscriptions accounts of "Union Society,” 1842-43, 1 


™ vol.; in custody of Mrs. Willis Baker, Charlton. Letters from Rev. Edward 


é 


‘Turner to his daughter, Mrs. Anne T. Lunt, relative to his installation, 
» i628, and to his dismissal, 1831, 3 items, in possession of the Universalist 


_ Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and custody of Professor 
» Alfred Storer Cole. Other records are thought to have been burned in 1921. 


Property recordings at the Worcester County, South District, Registry 


of Deeds, Worcester: Site of meetinghouse, purchase, quitclaim, land 
mepeking, and sale, vol. 1020, p. 619, recorded December 28, 1877; vol; 1855, 


meow erecsorded May 24, 1907; vol. 2007, p, 221, recorded October 13,: 
Mmiglo:)vOl. 2277, pv. 226, recorded August 22, 1922; Lot of land southerly 


of B. & A. R. R., mortgage taken by the society, notice of foreclosure, and 
» sale, vol. 797, p. 483, recorded September 22, 1869; vol. 999, p. 482, 


recorded February 15, 1877; vol. 1072, p. 121, recorded April S$.,; 1880; 


' Lot of land northerly of Charlton Depot, mortgage taken by the society, 


notice of foreclosure, sale mortgeg> taken by the society, and discharge, 


me yol. 797, p. 483, recorded September 22, 1869; vol 999, He ete recorded 


February 15, 1877; vol. 1095, p. 91, recorded May 12, 1881; vol. 1097, p. 
124, recorded May 24, 1881; vol, 1097, p 125, recorded Janvary 8, 1891; 


Lot in Charlton Centre, purchase, sale, mortgage taken by the society, 
_ discharge, and quitclaim, vol, 837, n. 537, recorded ApriL7eos La7Lii wel: 


1025, p. 227, recorded January 29, 1878; vol. 1010, » 246, recorded © 


mune 14, 2877: vol. 1010, p. 246, recorded April 5, 1879; vol..1906, p- 
- 420, recorded June 4, 1909; Parsonage, purchase, purchase of adjacent 
' strip, and sale, vol. 1191, p. 144, recorded March 17, 1885; vol. 1194, p 


. 52, recorded April 7, 1885; vol. 2658, p. 341, recorded January 2, 1936. 


was not rebuilt. On February 1, 1922, the Universalists and Congregationalists 
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102 PROPRIETORS OF THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST NEETINGHOUSE IN LOWELL, 
1827--, 27 Hurd Street, Lowell, ail 


The earlier regular Universalist meetings in Lowell were held in 
1827 at the "01d Red Schoolhouse," at Davis Corners (now Gallagher pe" 
Square), Other meetings were held at Livermore House, or the "Old 
Yellow House," in the Belvidere section of the city. In 1828, a church 
was erected on Chapel Hill at Central and Cherry Streets, and dedicated ~ 
on November 27, Rev. Eliphalet Case (Caisse), a former Methodist 
preacher, became the first settled minister. He later abandoned the 
ministry for a career as a politician and reformer, The society possessed 
& square wooden building with a pitched roof and bridged sidewalk It was 
removed in 1837 to Central and Green Streets. In 1868, the society took © 
over the property from the proprietors. The society abandoned that build-— 
ing in 1875, moving into a large red brick church which it had erected on © 
Hurd Street. Since January, 1959, the congregation has united in union 9% 
services with the Grace.Universalist church (see entry 158). The church © 
has an acting-pastor, Rev. 0. Herbert McKenny of Tufts College, who i 
assists in the nnion services and activities of the Sunday Schools of 
the two churches. These churches may be formally united in the near 
future. ‘ 


See: Mark A. Adams, Historical Sketch of First Universalist Church 
in Lowell, based on sketch in first book of minutes of parish, 19287, a5) 
ms., copies in possession of Mr. Adams, 43 Berkeley Avenue, Lowell, 
Lowell Historical Society, Memorial Building, Merrimac Street, Lowell), 
and Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in 
custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; George T Flanders, Sermon 
delivered at the Fortieth Anniversary of the Church, 1877, 14 pp.; Perey al 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 15 for picture of church; Trumpet and Universalist 
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Magazine, September 6, 1828; Lowell Gotan =-Citizen, Centennial Edition, | 
1936. is 

The following records, unless otherwise noted, are in the posséssion _ 
and custody of Mr. Mark A. Adams, clerk of society, 43 Berkeley Avenue, ~ 


Lowell. , ad 


Minutes of parish meetings, 1863--, 4 vols., first of which contains 
a historical sketch of church, 1827-63; Minutes of Universalist Men's — 
Club, 1910-- (inactive), 1 vol.; Minutes of Ladies’ Alliance (formerly 
Willing Hand Society, Willing Workers, and Good Samaritans), 1910-38, 1 
vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Adams, clerk; Minutes of Caleb 
Fisher Club (young men and women) , 1912--, 1 vol , in custody of Miss - 
Betty Chalmers, secretary, 1103 Chelmsford Street, Chelmsford; Register: 
members alphabetically arranged and with note tions of deaths, dedications, 
marriages, 1863--, 1 vol , in custody of Mrs Mark A Adams, clerk of 
church, 43 Berkeley Avenue, Lowell; Receipts and expandiinuren with an- 
nual reports, 1865--, 6 vols ; inners reports, 1857-56, 1 envelope, — 
in the possession of the Lowell Historical Soovelyt Memoriad Hall, Lowell > 
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Sunday School lists, and records of children's day services, 1880--, 4 
packages; Cut, half-tone, of first church building while at Central and 
Green Streets. Notice of proposed action to call Rev. Elbridge ¢ 

Brooks to pastorete for one yoar,'s Ure” LS4b 91 items copy of resolution 
on Rev. Mr. [ ] Brooks! departure, 1846, 1 item, in possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody 
of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. The following records are in the pos- 
Session and custody of the Lowell Historical Society, Memorial Hall, 
Lowell: Commemoration of Fortieth Anniversary of the Dedication of the 


_ Hirst Universalist Church, December 25, 1868 (Lowell, Knapp and Morey, 


1869), 42 pp.; Our Fair (1882), 16 pp.; Church Directory (1904), 75 pp., 
Yearbook, First Universalist Church, 1933 (with historical sketch), 16 
pp-; Centennial Program, First Universalist Church (1827-1927), 3 pvp.: 
Programs and calendars, 1875-1921, 1 envelope; Photographs of Rev. Georg 
T. Flanders and othe:'s, 6 items in envelope. 


Property recordings at the Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Site of first meetinghouse on Chapel Street, 
purchase, transfer, mortgage and discharge, mortgage, assignment and 
G@aecmharge, sale, vol. 283, p. 304, recorded August 9, 1928; vol. 308, 

p. 5999, recorded December 12, 1831; vol. 300, p. 317, recorded November 
Pammarow: yol,. oo4, p. $597, recorded June 26, 1867; vol. 310, ». 261, 
memeraen Parc) 1, 18352; vols 310, p. 262, recorded March 1, 1832; vol. 
o10, p. 261, recorded November 20, 1843; vol. 372, p. 314, recorded 


April 16, 18358. 


Property recordings at the Middlesex County, North District, Registiy 
of Deeds, Lowell: Site of second meetinghouse at Central and Green 
Streets, purchase by the Proprietors of the First Universalist Meetinghouse 
in Lowell, mortgage and discharge, release of conditions, transfer to the 
First Universalist Society in Lowell, mortgege and discharge, and sale, 
VOL. ct, P- S24, recorded November 4, 1857; vol. 49, p. 280, recorded 
Wovyemper 6, 1845; vol. 49, p. 283, recorded October 16, 1854; vol. 56, 

p. 117, recorded December 17, 1846; vol. 60, p. 41, recorded January 23, 
Deeesevol. 60, p. 86, recorded January 24, 1868; vol. 60, p. 86, reco 
Peete 70- vol, 202, p. S11, recorded December 15, 1888; Lot on 
Popevon street, purchase and sale, vol. 91, p. 29”, recorded February 5 
De76" yol. 99, p. 506, recorded February 24, 1874; Site of third mee. 
house on Hurd Street, ourchase, purchase of adjacent lot, mortgage anu 
discharge, construction agreement, release of conditions, mortgage and 
discharge, quitclaim, notice to prevent easement, modification ov con- 
struction agreement, transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universaiis 
Comvention, mortgage to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol 92, 
Dp. 3558, recorded April 14, 1873; vol. 93, p. 86, recorded May 5, 1873; 
vol. 89, p. 122, Fecorded August 23, 1853; vol. 201, p. 367, recorded 
Nevemper 25, 1868, vol.. 102, p. 127, recorded June’1, 1874; vol. 105. 
Papivo, recorded September 17, 1874; vol. lil, p. 245, recorded vuly iy, 
Teorey oOls. oc, D. aot, recorded February 5, 1887; vol. 150, p. 333, 


CB) 


recorded February 24, 1882; vol. 511, p. 460, recorded October 2, 1913, 


Byoly 709, p. 578, recorded September 15, 1924; vol. 862, p. 526, recorded 


iene oop; Vole 662, Dp, 528, recorded June 8, 1955; vol. ‘862, p. 329 
recorded June 8, 1935. 


PTE, 


250 paint: | 
[102] Churches in Massachusetts 


RE er 


103. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1828-ca. 1866 (defunct), 
corner of Willow and Short Streets (now Washington and 
Whitman Streets), Hanson 


About 1828, a grouv of people in Hanson decided to organize a a 
religious society according to Universalist belief. Meetings were fir 
held in private homes and preaching was supplied from near-by towns. Tf 


(now Washington and Whitman Streets). At that time Rev. Elmer Hewitt 
installed as pastor, remaining about 10 yearse The society seems not to 
have survived the lifetime of its founders. The Spiritualists used th a 
meetinghouse for a time. In 1866, the church building was remodelled and 


nemed Unity Hall, and remained as such until 1876, when it was burned. 


PU Dey 2Baoe Bibee. eingert bed in front "Presented to Theodore Cobb 
the Universalist Society for a Pulpit Bible,” dated 1828, is au posses 
of Public Library, Hanson. : 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 147, cites records 1825-50.) oe. me re 
have been found. . 9 

Property recordings in the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, 
Plymouth: Land for meetinghouse, purchese, dated December 16, 1825, 
vol. 166, p. 50,. recorded January 24, 1829; {sale of a pew dated June 
1830 and transfer of title to pew, dated July 4, 1856) vol. 276, De 6 
recorded August 13, 1856. No record of sale of property found. . 


& 
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Record of Legislative Enactments: Massachusetts Special Laws, — 
1834, ch. 165, approved March 31, 1834. he 


104, FIRST UNIVERSALIS? SOCIETY OF MARION (First Universalise | 
Society of Rochester; First Universalist Society of ~ 9" 
Sippicean) , 2826-., Main and Pleasant Streets, Marion. 0% ; 


The Pirst Universalist Society of Merion had its origin in the 
Universalist Society of Rochester, established in’ 1826, as did thee 
Universalist Society of Mattapoisett (see entry 105) A meeting was 
held on March 1, 1828, at the home of Mr. Elisha Ruggles, upon the pe 
tion of 10 individuals, and the lirst Universalist Society of Roche 
was organized. At this meeting, it was voted to incorporate the s 


¢ asi a ee ene = 
SE a Oe ee 
CE Se re, ee eee Ley . ~— 


mR 


Wen Soe 


2 ie 


- — =o ae _— 
ne oe 


neti e = 


2 


ea 
Churches in Massachusetts [104] 


and a committee appointed to govern the affairs of the society was in- 
structed "to treat-with some one of the Universalist ministers and re- 
quest him to come and preach one or more sermons in the several quarters 
of the town." Rev. David Pickering is reported to have preached to the 
Universalists in Rochester in June of that year, and’ early in 1829, Rev. 
Robert L. Killam began preaching there... Because of the distance in 
Rochester between Sivpican Lower Village, which in 1852 became Marion, 
and Mattapoisett Village, services were, from the beginning held separately, 
as the vote at the organization meeting indicates. During 1830 and 1831, 
the Rev. Mr. Killam preached in Sippican once a month. - For the first 5- 
years, services in Sippican Lower Village were held in the homes of mem- 
bers of the society. In 1833, the Universalists erected a meetinghouse, 
which is located at the corner of Main and Pleasant Streets, Marion: 

This simple wooden structure was dedicated on October 11, 1833. It is 
probable that at this time they formed a separate organization, the 
Universalists in Mattapoisett Village retaining the name of the First 
Universalist Society of Rochester until 1851, when the name was changed 
to the First Universalist Society of Mattapoisett. During 1833 and 1834, 
Rev. Alanson St. Clair ministered to the Universalists of Sippican Lower 
Village. Both societies often had preaching by the same minister. The 
most notable pastorate was that of Rev. Henry C. Vose, who came to the 
church in 1844, and was twice recalled by the society, his three pastor- 
ates covering the period between 1844 and 1887, with a quarter of a 
century devoted to the active ministry. Dr. Vose was a member of the 
medical profession, as well as a minister, and at times when the 
Universalist societies were unable to remunerate him, he devoted himself 
to the practice of medicine. Toward the end of the nineteenth century, 
the pulpit was supplied by theological students. In 1897, the First 
Universalist Society of Marion was reorganized, and the church became 
more active with increased congregations A. decline followed, however, 
and at the present time there are seven or eight voting members. Services 
are conducted between EHaster and Christmas by Rev. Henry Thornton of 
Framingham. A building at the rear of the church, which was formerly 
used as a parsonage, is now rented by the society for use as a store. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churehes. in Massachusetts, p. 75 for picture of edifice; New Bedford 
Morning Mercury, April 4, 1892, and May 3, 1892 


The following- records are, except when otherwise noted, in the 
custody of Miss Charlotte F. Blankenship, treasurer, Pleasant Street, 
Marion: Minutes of society, with declaration of faith, constitution and 
bylaws, 1869--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. James Nelson, clerk, Main 
Street, Marion; Minutes of Sippican Universalist Sewing Circle, 1847-61, 

1 vol., in church annex, Pleasant Street, Marion; Minutes of Universalist 
Social Circle, 1862-64, 1866-75, 2 vols., in church annex; Ninutes of 
Society of Busy Workers, 1891-98, 1 vol., in church annex; Minutes of 
ladies’. Aid Society, 1919--, 3 vols., in-church annex; Register: ‘Members, 
1828-1917, deacons, 1897, baptisms, 1891-1937, marriages, 1894,. deaths, 


-¥897-1935, attendance, 1899-1905, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures of 
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' society, 1895--, 4 vols ; Reports of treasurer, copies, 1931-38, 1 
bunile: List of pastors, 1831--, loose sheet; List of subsidiary organi za- 


tions, with officers, nd., loose sheet. 


Property recordings at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, 
Plymouth: Site of meetinghouse and parsonage on Main Street, ‘purchase, 
and purchase of adjacent lot, vol 352, p 189, recorded September 14, 
1868; vol. 1589, p. 452, recorded April 10, 1930; Land on Main Street, 
bequest (Plymouth Reristry of Probate, vol. 201, p. 4262, #8722, granted 
June 1896), purchase of adjacent lot, sale and mortgage, vol 771, p 
510, recorded December 6, 1898; vol hae. », 350-36, recorded June 9y. 
1933; Woodland off Parlowtown Road, bequest (Plymouth Registry of 
Probate, vol. 142, ». 106, granted June 14, 1906), partial sale, and 
sale, vol 1502, p. 32, recorded June 50, 19263; vol 1767.) pila ee 
corded May 17, 1940. ; 


105, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN MATTAPOISETT (First Universalist 4 
Society of Rochester), 1828-- (dormant), Barstow Street, corner 7 
of Church Street, Mattanoisett ; 


iit # : 
” 


The First Universalist Society in Mattapoisett had its origin in the 
First Universalist Society of Rochester, established in 1828, as did the @ 
First Universalist Society of Marion (see entry 104) On February Oe 
that year, 10 residents of Rochester addressed a petition to Mr Jogepane 
Meigs, Justice of the Peace, requesting that he issue a warrant calling a 
meeting of those interested in the formation of a Universalist socverya as 
At the meeting held on March 1, at the home of Mr Elisha Ruggles, the 9 
First Universalist Society of Rochester was formally established, officers 
and a governing committee chosen, and it was voted to incorporate. Because 
of the distance in Rochester Geebn Mattapoisett Village, and Sippican 
Lower Village, which in 1852 became Marion, it was determined from the” 
first to hold services independently in the different sections, and it a 
was voted at the organization meeting that the committee "treat with some 
one of the Universalist ministers and request him to come and preach one 


or more sermons in the several quarters of the town" Rev David ae 
Pickering is reported to have preached in Rochester in June 1828, and 
early the following year, Rev Robert L Killam came to the church. nh 


‘ ef 
The annual meeting of March 1829 was warned to be held in "Mr © a 
Young's Meetinghouse," and, in 1831, it was held in the meetinghouse of a 
the First Baptist Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives — 
in Massachusetts) . An edifice was erected by the Universalists in — o. 
Sippican Lower Village in 1833, and it is probable that, at this time, 
a separate organization was formed: The Universalists in Mattapeueeees i 
Village retaining the name of the First Universalist Society of Rochester 
until 1851, when the neme was changed to the First Universalist Society y 
of Mattapoisett. The Universalists in Mattapoisett Village held their 
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services in the Baptist edifice, and in March 1835, a committee was ap- 
pointed to confer with a committee from the Baptist church, to "see if 
they can agree for the house a part of the time on the best terms they can." 
3 At the same meeting, Rev. Theodore K, Taylor was called to the pastorate, 

_ remaining with the society until 1840. Three years after the erection 

_ of the meetinghouse in Sippican Lower Village, the Universalists in 

_ Mattapoisett Village formed a proprietors' organization, and erected a 
meetinghouse at the corner of Church and Barstow Streets, which was 
dedicated December 21, 1836. The society increased in numbers and pros- 

_ pered. Much of the time, the pulpit was supplied by the same minister 

2 who served the First Universalist Society in Sippican Lower Village (later 
a Marion). In 1851, the First Universalist Society of Rochester became the 
i 

j 


First Universalist Society in Mattapoisett. From 1853 to 1859, there was 
no regular minister, and there was a consequent decline in activity. The 
| society reorganized in 1859, and called Rev. Joseph Crehore, who ministered 
_ to the group for 2 years. Following his pastorate, a lapse in the records 
' indicates another lull in the life of the church. In 1876, the society 
was again reorganized, and a new uniting compact adopted. Rev. Frederick 
A. Bisbee, later the editor of The Christian Leader, was in charge of the 
Church during 1876 and 1877. 


4 In 1879, an addition to the meetinghouse was made in order to ac- 

- commodate a new pipe organ. During the pastorate of Rev. William G. 

_ Schoppe (1901-4), Mrs. Ebenezer Jones purchased the West District school- 

_ house, which was moved to the meetinghouse lot, and given to the Ladies' 
Aid Society as the "Godspeed Memorial," for use as a parish house. 


3 Services have not been held since 1932. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine,. December 10, 1836; Percy 
_ Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 75 for picture of church. 


The following records are in the custody of Mr. Walter C. Dexter, 
clerk and treasurer, and, except when otherwise noted, are located at 
- his home, Pine Island Road, Mattapoisett: Minutes of society, 1828-31 , 
- 1834-42, 1851-61, 19868-1932, with compact as First Universalist Society 
- in the Town of Rochester and names of signers thereto, constitution of 
\ First Universalist Society in the Town of Mattapoisett, 1859, minutes of 
_ the Proprietors of the First Universalist House of Mattapoisett, 1879-99, 
- revised constitution and list of members, 1903, 4 vols., one of which is 
a copy, 1859-1909; Minutes of church, 1859-61, 1876-81, with articles 
of faith, covenant, and constitution, 1859, 1876, and register of bap- 
tisms, membership, and deaths, 1859-61, 1876-81, 1 vol.; Receipts and 
_ expenditures of society, 1880--, 9 vols., earlier volumes located in 
_ meetinghouse; Sunday School attendance record, 1887-89, 1899-1901, with 
receipts, 1899-1901, 12 vols., located in meetinghouse. 


4 Property recordings at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, 
_ Plymouth: Site of meetinghouse at corner of Church and Barstow Streets, 


= 
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transfer to Massachusetts Univer alist Convention, vol.) 1560 on uocr re- 
corded January 31, 1929. (There is no record of the purchase of this 
property by the society). 


Property recordings at the Plymouth Land Court Records, Bion eis 
Document 9423, recording transfer from Massachusetts Uni asseiee 
Convention to First Universalist Society of Mattapoisett, vol 21, Dias 
recorded June 10, 1951; Title Certificate, 4331, vesting title im First. 
Universalist Society of Mattapoisett, vol 2), ». ISL, recorded June 1 
LeSiy. 


TOWN (Pirest Universalist: 


106, FIRST UNIVERSALIST i ouasahe IN GEORG 
29- efunct), Central Street, 


Society in Rowley), 1 
Georgetown. 


ot 


On Mareh 13, 1829, a group of persons interested in organizing a 
new religious society, met at the home of Moses Nelson, on Fast Main 
Street. On April 3, 1830, a constitution was adopted pee a committee 
appointed to receive sudseri ptions for a church building. It was also 
voted to call the society the First Universalist Society in Rowley. . The 
church located at the corner of Central and Andover Streets (where the 
Central School now stands), was dedicated in 1831, It wes a plain twoeous 
story wooden building with small—paned windows, square cupola One 
February 13, 1832, another meeting was called to hear an accounting of 
the expense incurred in the building of the church The first settled 
clergyman was Rev. Joseph B, Morse who was called half-time in 16Se 7 
may have preached occasionally since 1829 I+ was voted on December 2: 
1840, that the society known as "Unionists" might have the use of the 
church until spring, if it was not to be used by the Universalists. In 
1841, there was 1 year of full time preaching; previously it had been 
sometimes only 3 to 5 times a year, The last minister was Rev, Henry 
H. Baker who served from 1846 to 1852. At the annual meeting on March — 
10, 1855, it was voted to rent the church for concerts, lectures and 2 
any other purpose deemed expedient. The property was Ai) on April iam 
1855 to the Town of Georgetown, at which time the church was moved. Tee 
proved to be a great undertaking to move the church to the new lot, ro- m 
quiring the services of 20 or more yoke of oxen for meny days. It was 
first used as a dry goods store, then as a clothing and general store 
and finally was made into a vert tna house at 19-21 Central Street me 
name of the town was changed from New Rowley to Georgetown in 1838 


Minutes of society, 1829-55, with articles okMmnie-W Arlee constitution, 
and names of signers thereto, 1830, financial accounts, copies of pew 
deeds, 1834-54, 1 vol.; List of subscribers to baila’ ne expense with 
number of shares purchased, PSAh gs A item; Account of expenses in build: 
meetinghouse, 1832, 1 item; both items in minute book which is located — 
in office of Town Clerk of Georgetown and in custody of the one Clerk 


— 
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Property recordings at the Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Land on Central Street and Andover Road, purchase and sale, 
yol. 551, p. 245, recorded May 24, 1842; vol. 512, p. 83, recorded May 11, 
1855. : : 


107, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1829-ca. 1859 (defunct), Main Street, 
Framingham, 


The Universalists organized a society in Framingham Centre in 
November 1829. A meetinghouse was built on land of John Hemenway and 
dedicated in September 1822. Rev. Thomas J. Greenwood, who resided in 
Marlvorough, was the first minister, serving from 1832 to 1839. Preaching 
was maintained by the society for about 20 years. The last settled 
minister was Rev. David J. Mandell. Then in 1859 the meetinghouse was 
sold to trustees of the Protestant Episcopalian varish of St. John (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Protestant Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts). 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


108. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIELY OF DUDLEY, 1829-67, (defunct), Dudley 


On May 9, 1829, the First Universalist Society of Dudley was formally 
organized in the home of Mr. John Congdon, Jr. For nearly half a century 
before, however, there had been marked interest in Dudley in the extension 
of Universalist preaching and teaching. This interest was manifested in 
1785, when certain individuals in Dudley were influential in the organiza- 
tion of a Universalist society in Oxford (see entry 48); and again, when, 
in 1815, Mr. Amasa Nichols founded Nichols Academy in Dudley, with the 
idea of using it as a Universalist school and meetinghouse. Up to 1823, 
all of the trustees of the Academy were sympathetic to Universalism, bu 
in that year two vacancies on the board were filled by Trinitarian 
Congregationalists. This action caused Mr. Nichols to resign as a trustees 


of the Acadeny. 


Rev. Gilman Noyes, the society's first minister, a graduate of 
Dartmouth College in 1830, was called to the pastorate in 1831, serving 
the parish for 2 years. The Universalists worshipped in the Academy Hal} 
until 1833, when they joined with the Methodist Episcopal Society (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts, 
in erecting a union meetinghouse, which was located adjacent to the town 
common. This edifice was dedicated on April 30, 1854. It was planned 
that each denomination should hold services on alternate Sunday, but th° 


_-arrangement proved unsetisfactory, and, in 1837, the Universalist bough 


the Methodists! interest in the meetinghouse 
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For 30 years, services were held continuously by the Universalists 
In 1867, the meetinghouse was sold to the trustees of Nichols Academy 
and the society disbanded The last settled pastor was Rev Jacob Baker 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No 52, p 147, cites records, 1855-61, but none og 
have been found Oe a." 


Property recordings at the Worcester County, South District, Registry — 
of Deeds, Worcester: Site of meetinghouse, joint purchase and purchase, 
and sale, vol. 326, p. 174, recorded May 9, 1857; vol. 778, Py yoigeeees 
corded January 13, 1869 


109 UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SHUTESBURY, 1829- ca 1879 (defunct), 
Shutesbury 


The Universalist society in Shutesbury was established on June l, 
1829. Four years prior to this organization, some of the residents of 
Shutesbury attempted to get the town to erect a new meetinghouse They 
were unsuccessful in this, and it was then proposed that the various { 
religious groups combine for the erection of a meetinghouse, each group 
to have the use of the edifice for preaching, according to its percentage 
of proprietorship One-half of the ownership of the church built soon 
afterwards, according to this vlan, was vested in the Baptist group; the 
Congregationalists owned one-quarter of the building, and the Unitarians 
and Universalists, the remainder Apparently the Universalists worshipped 
in this meetinghouse during the entire existence of the society Historians 
refer to the place of Universalist meetings as the Town House, which was 
probably the designation by which this union meetinghouse was known. Ina 
history published in 1879, the following statement is made. "A Universalist 
society was organized in 1°29 and still holds occasional meetings in the 
Town-house, no church building having ever been erected by them "1 , 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found a 


110. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF DANVERS (Church of Christ; Danvers 
Universal Society), 1829-1922 (federated), High Street, Danvers 


The Universalists of Danvers were:organized October 15, 1829, as the | 
Danvers Universal Society, For many years prior to formal organization, 
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the influence of Universalism was evidenced in the community. The 
pioneer of Universalism in Danvers was Mr. Edmund Putnam. He was for 

23 years, from 1762, a deacon of the 01d Church (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts). Probably his changed views 
of theology led to his resignation in 1785. Dr. Nichols' centennial poem 
contains the following: 


"Still people would think, read their Bible, 

Embrace other doctrines than those we have named; 
Deacon Edmund, with new fangled views of God's grace, 
Universal salvation proclaimed." 


Bean item in the records of the 01d Church is significant. "In 1788, rates 
were abated of Samuel Cheever, Jer. Hutchinson, James Smith, John 
Swinerton, Henry Putnam, Nath'] Webb, Wm. Gifford, and Mrs. Eunice 
‘Hutchinson, because they entertained religious sentiments differing from 
those professed by the church." 


. It was in the little community of Putnamville (Deacon Putnam's 
neighborhood) that the new ideas were most thought about, and where they 


_ first assumed organic form. On April 22, 1815, a company assembled, 


organized themselves into a society, and drew up a declaration of 
(principles. A committee was instructed to inquire after a minister. Rev. 
‘Hosea Ballou came up to preach occasionally. For a number of years there 
_ was Slow and quiet progress, with the last recorded meeting of the society 
' at Putnamville on May 28, 1827. 


. In the meantime the movement had gravitated southward to that sec- 
' tion of the town called New Mills. In 1829, at the time of organization 
_ of the Danvers Universal Society, a simple agreement of association was 
signed by Dr. Ebenezer Hunt and 14 others. A petition was immediately 
issued to Dr. George Osgood, Justice of the Peace,and by him a warrant 
issued for a first meeting for the establishment of a new religious 
meociotys, On March 8, 1830, it was voted that the society be called the 
| First Universalist Society of Danvers. The old Baptist meetinghouse 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts En em lal 
Plains, not far from Lindall Hill, was hired for $45 for 1 year. The 
first settled pastor was Rev. F. A. Hodgdon who served from the spring 

' of 1831 to June 1832. When the society attempted to renew their rental 
' of the Old Baptist meetinghouse,. they met with difficulty. Messrs, 
Major Black and John Page (Universalists) now owned 11/16 of the building 
and were willing to let their part for $45, but Deacons Kent and Hardy 

| (Baptists) ,: owners of the other 5/16, charged #100 for their share. 

_ Evidently the latter did not wish the building used by the society at 
all. The society took the 11/16 and roped off the rest. Schoolhouses 
in Putnamville and at the Centre, were ese ca as used for services 
during this period. 


| In September, 1832, land was purchased between Berry's tavern and 
the Baptist Meetinghouse. During the pastorate of Rev. Daniel D. Smith, 
a meetinghouse was erected and dedicated, June 28, 1833, with Rev. Hosea 
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pip es officiating, assisted by Rev. Hosea Ballou, end, Rev, L. Wil 
of Salem, and Rev. Sebastian Streeter. A church was organized as % 
aaa of Christ, on September 13, 1840, and Rev. Asher’ A: Davis was 
installed as pastor the same day. A month later, on October 21, th 
church was publicly recognized During the pastorate of Rev Tele W. 
Putnam, 1849-64, it was decided the church building was not sufficient 
meet the needs. Land was purchased on High Street and a church edific 
erected, and dedicated August 18, 1859 The old meetinghouse was’ sold” 
at auction July 31, 1859, and was soon converted to use by the Catholims 
of the town The one hundredth anniversary was observed Sunday April” 
oe Le ho nm 


A Mission Circle was organized in the fall of 1907 and continued 
until September 1937, when it voted to dissolve. The Universalist te 
with the Unitarian in Danvers in 1922, to form the First Community Chur 
of Danvers babe forthcoming Inventory of Federated Church Archives in 
Massachusetts). The church building on High Street was sold to the § 
Masonic Order in Danvers. The society maintains a separate identity, = 
a trust fund from the proceeds of the sale of the church building is: 
handled by Messrs. Couch & Wheelwright . 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, January 3, 1835; Novemb 
16, 1844; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universes 


| Sree he mas Raeetnrre sa 
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The following records, unless otherwise noted, are in the custody 
and possession of Mrs, Alonz@ Kimball, parish clerk, 33 Park Street, 
Danvers: Minutes of society, with constitution and bylaws, reports, ~ 
T815--, 6 vols.; Minutes of church, with constitution, proressvom oie 
and covenant, 1840, 1840-1917, 1926-28, in custody of Miss’ Bessie Ps 
president of board of trustees, 42 Cherry Street, Danvers; Minutes of 
standing committee, 1882-1911; Minutes of Mission Circle, with const 
and reports, 1907-59, 3 vols., in custody of Miss Bessie P. Roness 
of Sabbath school, with list of teachers and pupils, and books purcha 
for library, 1840-73, 2\ vols; Register: with baptisme, marriages ,, 
pastors, officers, dedications, 1887-1912, 1 vol , in custody of Mi 
Bessie P., Ropes; ET and expenditures of society, 1831-61, 2 vols 
Receipts and expenditures of Mission Circle, Ne ee ete OS vol., in custo 
Miss Bessie P. Ropes; Society Collector's book with pew tax, Pislsh id qr 
Pew assessments, with receipts, 1845-58, 9 vols ; Subscriptionge 18 2. 
vod is eee of Gothic Hall, 1867-78, 3 vols ; Record of pew 
1853-525 0) vor etsy ib 


The following ih sate are in the custody of Mr Gardner Trask, 
treasurer, and are kept in a vault in Danvers bank: Reports: — Treas 
of deanery 1870, 1873-74, 1878-85, (2 printed) 2 PPs, 11 items; tre. 
for the Proprietors of the new church, n.d., 2 items treasurer of, ab 
School’, 1869, 1872, 1878-82, 6 items, 2 op : a devaeone superintende t 


Superintendent of Sabbath ¢& seweal: 1870, Se eS 9 le standing commi- 


1874, 2 pp.3 standing committee regarding financial condition of gs 
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1869, 1878-85 , 9 items, 2 pp.; Hall Committee, 1872, 1 loose sheet; 
Pertan, 1969, 2 pp.; Secretary of Sabbath school, 1869, 2 pp.:; Receipts: 
rents, assessments, 1831-39, ca. 50 items; for illuminating gas, 


isurance, sexton's services, 1832-39, 1846-53, 98 items; Warrants: 

Cial and annual parish meetings, 1852. ~B4 , 22 items, 2. DD.) warning 
etings, with some reports of standing soins nae treasurer, Sabbath school 
iperintendent; correspondence, 1875-77, 15 items; stock certificates with 


pet for minister's pew, 1839, 2 pp.; list of members "who attend to the 
peommunion and members of wholly indifferent," n.d., 2 pp f estimate of ex- 
fpemses Tor sexton, oil, and to J. W. Putnam, Salem, March 1, 1859 - July 
1859, 2 pp.; plan of Universalist meetinghouse ae ane of pew owners, 
Pome etot,, DY Mr. Black, with notation, "church built in 1831, sold to 
Beevaolics in 1859," 1847, 2 pp.; account of money received from "Fare," 
Soo75, 4 pp.; Poe Brow Me. Joseph W. Ropes to the First Universalist 
Heocicty committee, 1860, 2 pp.; statement of Centenary Fund, 1870, 2 pp.; 
resolution relating to L. ©. Bulkeley, n.d.; 27 folders covering business 
d @vails of church and society, consisting ae reports of standing committee, 
)building committee, hall committee, committee on selling property, Sabbath 
fschool, and warrants, contracts, agreements on sale of church, formation 
Mor society, letters, (scattered) 1832-1929, approx. 1000 items; Pew ap- 
praisals, te2o-47, 2 voles; Year Bock of Church Directory,’ ptd., nd.; 
peiret Community pean. Danvers, Mass. 1932, ptd. pamphlet. 


Record OF incorporation in “Seer -atary of ‘State's office, Boston, 


L 


fee ea, oO, OF, granted March 9, 1911. 


Property recordings at the Essex County,. South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Site of first meetinghouse, purchase by committee, ‘deeds 
i two pews, and transfer to First Universalist Society in Deern Soe (alo 
igeord of sale has been found), vol. 274, ». 248, recorded Caeey: LD, 
mee ole 272, p. 283, recorded November 18, 1833; vol. 290, p. 100, re- 
Plea fprit 18, 1836; vol. 607, vo. 78, recorded May 28, 1860; Site of 

nd meetinghouse on High Street, purchase, transfer, mortgage and dis- 

/ charge, quitclaim, mortgage and discharge, partial sale, transfer, mortgage 
“and discharge, sale, vol. 596, p. 246, recorded November 10, LO5Os wOLA 
O, >. 55, recorded January 18, 1860; vol. 622, p. 99, recorded May 6, 
PSG). vol. 622, p. 99, recorded January 15, 1889; vol. 1215, p. 456, re- 
_ corded January 25, 1888; vol. 1326, p. 152, recorded November 11, 1891; 
See 1026, ~. 153, recorded May 3, 1911; vol. 2048, p.: 75, recorded 
October 21, 1910; vol. 2078, p. 177, recorded May 3, 1911; vol. 2078, p. 
mee recorded May 3; 1911; vol. 2078, p. 179, recorded, December 8, 1945 

» 2620; ».. 304, recorded December 8, 1924. 


p70-78, ca. 5O items; repairs to furnace, 1846, 17 items; Orders by Society 
Ommittee, to treasurer, for minister's salary, supplies, interest on notes, 


es of holders and amount of holdings, 1860, 2 pp.; subscription list for 


i certificate Se eGrsenizau.on, 006k 123. p. 2683 certificate of ineorporation, 


Se ——— 
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POE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF HYANNIS, 1829-1982 (federated) , 
Main Street, (Hyannis), Barnstable ah Oa 


The First Universalist Society of Hyannis was formally organized One 
November 23, 1829, with about 50 members, 34 of whom had withdrawn from 
the Baptist society (see forthcoming a a of Baptist Archives in jius 
Massachusetts). At the organization meeting, which was held in the, 9 
Hyannisport schoolhouse, a constitution and articlés of faith were adopt 
the constitution specifically prohibiting excommunication for religious 
opinions. Rev. John Murray Spear, a-brother of Rev. Charles Spearpor 
Brewster and Chatham (see entries 81 and 87), had been active in missio 
work in Hyannis and was called to the pastorate, 


Services were conducted in the schoolhouse, which was located on Ma: 
Street where the Hyannis Trust building now stands, directly across the 
street from the site of the four edifices which the society later erected, 
On April 29, 1850, the society voted to erect a meetinghouse, the frame 
being raised in July. Dedication of the building took place on November 
17, 1830, at which time the Rev, Mr. Spear was ordained, serving tie 
society until 1631. Five years later, he was active in the reorganizatior 
of the First Universalist Society of New Bedford (see entry 132) Bothy 
of the Spear brothers were much interested in vrison-welfare work, and Re 
John Murray Svear later withdrew from the active ministry, lag hig) « 
entire time to the rehabilitation of prisoners L 


al 


at 


Before the erection of the Universalist meetinghouse, there,had be 
no hall in Hyannis open to general public meetings, but upon the comple 
of their building, the Universalist provided a forum for temperance adv 
cates, moral-reform agitators, the "Comeouters," who hed withdrawn from 
the established churches because of the slavery question, and for tHer - 
Female Samaritan Society. Because of the warmth of some of the meeting 
the Universalists finally found it hecessary to vote thet their house be 
open for religious and society meetings only, which caused the withdrawa: 
of some of their ardent abolitionist members. an organ was placed in th: 
first meetinghouse about 1852, the gift of Captain Alexander Baxter, wh 
was replaced in the 1840's by an Saal ites, ME is and wind instrume 
The care of the meetinghouse was given to Mr Charles Goodspeed in 1854 
who was "to keep it neat and clean" for $9;50 per year. 


The first meetinghouse, with a seating capacity of 200, soon became 
too small, and a new and larger edifice was erected in 1847, The old © 
building was moved to the: corner of Main and Pleasant Streets, and serv 
2s a tin shop until destroyed by fire in 1892. The second edifice was 
struck by lightning on July 7, 1871, and completely destroyed, It is 
reported that the sexton of tha Baptist church refused to rine the bell | 
of his meetinghouse, which served as an alarm in case of fire,. because) 
he considered the fire an act of God.* Construction of a new building 


1, For works on penology written by Charles Spear, see Bibliogra 
2, Donald G. Trayser, Barnstable, Three Centuries o of a a Cape Cod — 
Town, p. 85. : A 
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rted in 1875, and dedication of the third edifice took ovlace on 
3 1874. The following year the society was incorporated. Pews 
church had been free until HU Vy Lah sn when th hey were assessed 
d. Tires years, later, in 1878, shares in the meetinghouse were 

n, in order to reduce he mortgage. In 1896, the Ledies' Circle was 
Q] permission to build an addition to the building. ‘This edifice also 
troyed by fire on December 3, 1904. At the. annual meeting held 

me month, a building committee was chosen, and on November Le UigOS 
mittee reported the completion of the new building. 


The first step towards the establishment of the Federated Church of 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Federated Archives in Massachusetts) 
en on December 9, 1916, when the prudential committee of the First 
1 alist Society mot with the trustees of the Congregational Church 
forthcoming Inventory of Congresational Archives in Massachusetts) , 
reed to propose to both churches a 1 year federation, each society 
feteain its identity during this period. 


The secretary of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 
@dvised against federation, offering further financial assistance 

le the minister of the First Universalist Society advocated the federa- 
m. And on January 8, 1917, the society voted "to hold the church 
vices six months in each building, and to choose a broadminded energetic 
"without regard for denominational affiliation. This arrangement 
fected and continued for several years. On January 6, 1920, it was 
to join with the Congregational Church and to incorporate a joint 

y under the name of the Federated Church of Hyannis. Real estate 
quests of the First Universalist Society were, that year, deeded 
Federated Church, and the Universalist meetinghouse is now the 

é€ used by the Federated Church. In 1932, the balance of one legacy 
so transferred to the Federated Church, oad the prudential committee 
| authorized to take the necessary steps to dissolve the corporation of 
First Universalist Society. 


Bees. Trumpet and Uh Since Rae Ta aeerel, sae a ee Percy Metcalf 
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Minutes of society, with members, constitution and bylaws, treasurer's 
sf reports, building committee report, 1870- 1930, 2. VOL... 2nveustvody 
eecarl F. Schultz, minister of Peder tad Church; “ates eet of four 
etinghouses, 1829-1930, on walls of Federated Church, Hyannis. 

Property recordings at the Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, 
Barnstable: Land on Main Street purchase, transfer, mortgage and discharge, 
vol. 7, p. 205, recorded February 4, 1831; vol. yen eOOr recor ced 
Servet, 165). vol. 122; p. 147, recorded July 29, VETO Vol st too. Pa 
merecorded March 1, 1883; vol. 374, p. 556, recorded February 16, 1921. 
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112. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN TEE TOWN OF ESSEX, 1829--, 
Main Street, Essex. 


Until 1829, the only preachers known to have held services in Essex ~ 
were Rev. Thomas Jones, pastor of the Independent Christian Church, 
Gloucester (see entry 44), and Rev. Ezra Leonard, pastor of the Third 
Parish in Gloucester (see entry 36). On April 20, 1829, a Universalist 
society was formed in Essex and covenant adopted. From 1829 to 1836, 
services were often held in the church of the Free Will Baptist Society | 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts); later 
on at the Thompson Island Schoolhouse, opposite the road to Manchester. 
Rev. Joseph Banfield, who, during the winter of 1854-55, was minister of 
the Baptist Society, was engaged to preach to the Universalists in the 
same edifice and thereby became the first minister to preach consecutively 
for the society. The first settled pastor, however, was Rev. Augustus Gv 
L. Arnold, 1837-41; his background is not known. a 


The original church building on Main Street was completed in 1836. 
In 1844, the society received a legacy of 18 acres of land, from the in- 
come or lease of which the salary of a minister was to be paid. Ten 
years later, a town road was put through, thereby increasing its value 
for residential purposes so that it was sold and the proceeds used to 
remodel the church. 


During the period from 1861 to 1866 the society was inactive. But 
on April 5, 1865, it asked the standing committee to secure the consent 
of the original proprietors to transfer their interests to the church so 
that the control of pews should henceforth be not in the hands of individ= 
ual proprietors. The interior of the church was repaired in 1866-67, and” 
a hew pulpit, new pews, and new organ installed. A Sabbath School was 
started in 1867; the Sewing Circle was formed in 1869. In June 1874, a 
church organization was formed. Until this time, no regularly organized 
cnurch had been in existence, and communion kad been administered to the © 
whole congregation. In the summer of 1882, the church was repaired, new ~ 
pulpit furniture, and communion service being installed. Ten years later, 
further repairs were made and the organ moved behind the pulpit. The 
"T, N. T. Club" (Thread, Needle and Thimble Club) was organized in 1921, ™ 
the "Nip and Tuck Club" in 1935. ; 


See: Kev. Benton Smith, "Historical Sermon at the 50th Anniversary i 
Exercises, April 22, 1879;" Rev. John Ratcliff, "Historical Address en 
the 90th Anniversary, October 15, 1926," both in minutes book of parish; 
Martha P. Head, Centennial Year Book of the First Universalist Church 


Minutes of parish, 1829-51, 1854--, 5 vols., (pages missing for 
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years lacking); Minutes of church committee, with confession of faith, 
members, baptisms, 1875-1938, 1 vol.; Minutes of First Universalist 
Dabpath School, 1867-1914, 1 vols; Minutes of Ladies* Universalist 

Sewing Circle, with agreement to form society, constitution, 1869-98, 
1908--, 2 vols., all these records are in desk. of office room at residence 
epirs. Martha P; Head, parish clerk, Martin Street, Essex; Minutes of 
7. N. T., Club, 1921-24, 1 notebook, in possession of Mrs. Edward Mears, 
treasurer, Southern Avenue, Essex; Receipts and expenditures, 1920--, 1 
vol., indesk in front room of residence of Mr, Lyman James, treasurer 
of parish, Martin Street, Essex; Treasurer's record of T. N. T. Club, 
1926--, 1 vol.; in desk of front room of residence of Mrs. Edward 
Mears. Receipts and expenditures of Nip and Tuck Club, 1935--, 1 blank 
book, in desk of living room at home of Mrs. Elizabeth P. Joseph, 
treasurer, Martin Street, Essex; Centennial Year Book of the First 
Universalist Church of Essex, Mass., 6 pp., in possession of Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, in custody of Professor 
Alfred Storer Cole. 


ny 


Record of legislative enactments: First Universalist Society in 
Pi the Town of Essex authorized to sell real estate, Massachusetts Special 
; A baws, 1855, ch. 3572 approved May 17, 1855; confirming previous acts 
and making a corporation of First Universalist Society in Essex, Ibid., 
Poo, coe 179, approved April. 4, 1860. 


ee 
+ _ : 


> Property recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: "Land 
e in Essex on the new county road," sales of separate parcels, vol. 526, 
eee Pecorded. Peoruary 23, S565 vol. S52, Dp.) S35): recorded. May 28, 
fen reevor. 005, 0. 207. recorded) June 2,’ 1856; vol. 564, ps 36, recorded 
eee 2, 465e; vol. 574; ps 82, recorded August 9, 1858; vol. 613,.p. 
Pee ecorded Octooer 8, 16605 vol. 773), p. 89, recorded May 29, 1869; 
VOl, 654, p. 290, recorded September 28, 1871; vol. 990, p. 25, recorded 
fee 18 76> yor. Li6l, v. 98, recorded October, 51, 1885; vol. 1196, 
p. 200, recorded May 9, 1887; vol. 3005, p. 68, recorded August 28, 1934; 
(the purchase of above land in one large piece has not been found) ; 

Land in Fssex - location unknown, mortgage and discharge, vol. 641, p. 
foo  ecorded August 26, 1862; vols 773, p. 90, recorded January 7, 1867; 
land in rear of church building, purchase, vol. 1681, p. 432, recorded 
Puguse Go, 1902. 


: 113, FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH (Christian Union Society; Church 
¢. of the Redeemer; First Universalist Church), 1829--, 236 
4 Commercial Street, Provincetown. 


A marble tablet in the vestibule of the uvper auditorium of the 
First Universalist Parish tells briefly the story of how Universalism 
__-eame to Provincetown: "For Sylvia and Elizabeth Freeman, who found in 
the tide off. Long Point a book, The Life of John Murray, father of 
Universalism. So began this parish, organized 1829." 
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One day in 1820, according to tradition, Sylvia and Elizabeth 
Freeman, with their younger brother, Prince, while gathering driftwood 
on the beach, saw a book floating on the water. They retrieved the book, 
and after drying it carefully, read in secret, The Life of John Murray, 
becoming deeply interested in the new doctrine, which was portrayed in this 
biography. Their mother discovered their secret, and she, too, became 
absorbed. Soon the book wes passed around to relatives and friends, in | 
the course of its journeys making many converts. 


This new interest increased steadily. Rev Cyrus Augustus Bradley 
considered this story apocryphal, writing: "My reasons for questioning 
are that a water-logged book would hardly be legible reading: and second, ~ 
Murray's life wasn’t published till after Ballou's works were having wide © 
reading, and the Cape-Cod Masters were taking them on their sea voyages. 
So even if the story of the finding of the book is as narrated, I doubt 
the doctrine being introduced to Provincetown by it."l It is probable 
that the seafarers from Provincetown, as from other parts of the cape, 
occasionally heard Universalist preaching in Boston. In any event, nearly — 
a decade vassed before formal organization took place, 


On February 6, 1829, following a vublic notice, a numoer of the in-— 
habitants held a meeting at Enos Nicerkson’s schoolhouse, which stood where: 
the Bradford school is now located at 44 Bradford Street for the purpose | 
of forming a society for religious worship. At this meeting, a resolution” 
was ovassed "that we will form ourselves into a society for the worship of 
God, under the name of the First Unitarian Society of Provincetown." The 
use of the name "Unitarian," seems to indicate certain influences other 
than The Life of John Murray, and Universalist preaching. That the 
Unitarian influence could not have been strong is shown by the fact that 
at a second meeting, held on February 12, it was voted "that we will take 
the name of the Christian Union Society." At that time, men managed the 
affairs of religious societies, and warrants for church meetings were ad- © 
dressed only to male members of legal age, who had been residents 6 months 
or more, and who had paid a state or county tax within 2 years. Custom 
seems to have been shattered at the very birth of the new society, however, | 
for one woman was recorded at the organization meeting among the 46 persons” 
present. , 


a 


a 


The members of the new society undertook plans for the erection of a 
meetinghouse, at a meeting held in the same place on April 6 of that year. 
At an adjourned meeting on April 18, e committee reported that a lot had 
been purchased at the corner of Central and Commercial Streets, at the 
head of old Central Wharf, and that Mr. Joseph Fuller and Mr, Thomas 
Lothrop would construct the house, which would be ready in September. 


1. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, Universalism on Cape Cod, p. 57. 
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A subscription paper was signed by 46 persons, including one woman, 
Anna Elliot, who purchased one share of the chapel. The shares, costing 
$15 each, represented eightieth parts of the house. Twelve hundred dol- 
lars was subscribed, the largest shareholder owning only four shares. 
Seventy pews were sold at auction, bringing $3,600. 


F 
\s 
| 
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On April 19, the day after the committee's report of purchase of a 
Site, the first sermon was delivered by Mr. Jonathan Farr, who preached 
“also the three following Sundays. Before a resident minister was settled, 
there were itinerant preachers for a Sunday, or for a month or more, who 
were paid $10 a Sundey, and their board bill of $1.12 


As the chavel neared completion, steps were taken to secure a per- 
manent minister. The treasurer was instructed to get in touch with Rev. 
Stephen Bailey of Truro, and to offer him the pastorate at a salary of 
#600 a year. This offer was not accepted, and the committee then sent its 

A spokesman to secure a counter-proposal from him. This was made in a letter 
p dated March 31, 1830: "To the Committee, Gent: As you inguire of me 
; 2 proposals relative to my laboring among you in the Gospel Ministry, plain 
iz and decisive, I proceed to give them without reserve. Give me $600 per 
year for two years, at the expiration of which, should the society be en- 
larged according to general expectation, you add $50 per year, and should 
Pa the society not be enlarged as would reasonably justify such increase of 
salary and I be desired to stay, I will relinquish $50 per year, provided, 
nevertheless, that either party be at liberty after the two years by giving 
suitable notice. I can probably be with you after three Sabbaths. Please 
let me know as soon as possible. Respectfully yours, Stephen Bailey."1 
The Rev. Mr. Bailey preached on April 11, and the following day, the com- 
mittee, ready to conclude the agreement, was dismayed to discover that his 
religious convictions did not coincide with those of the society. He 
4 would not accept the pastorate unless the name of the society be changed 

“Ne something which would designate it as Trinitarian. This the committee 

refused to do. 


Two months later, Rev. Asubel Davis, a Unitarian from Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, preached for the society on June 6, 1830, and so pleased 
the members that he was invited to become minister at a salary of $600 a 
year. He accepted, and, upon receiving an advance of $50 settled in 
Provincetown as the first resident minister of the Christian Union Society, 


“serving a pastorate of 5 years. 


The dedication of the chapel took place on November 3, 1830, Rev 
Harvey Hersey of Barnstable delivering the sermon. Immediately after this 
service the Church of the Redeemer was formed, and the Winchester profession 


of faith adonvted. 


1. Quoted by Simeon Conant Smith, in Leaves From an Old Church Record 


Book, pe Bs 
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Lt was tin 1835, that’ the calmer) stipulated that "Universal 


salvation be preached this year." The term "Universalist" was first in 


the record book in 1838.1 


In 1836, Rev. John Bovee Dods, began a successful 6 year pastorate. ~ 
The strange new doctrine which was being preached aroused the towns ‘people 
The eritics came to hear, in order to criticize more effectively; not = 
infrequently, however, they continued to attend the services and hear the 
discourses of the Rev. Mr. Dods, and the society grew in size and influence 
The minister ovened a school in Provincetown, known as the Academy. Here, 
for a time, Rev. Nethaniel Gunnison taught, vreaching on Sundays in Truro 
and Wellfleet. The Rev. Mr. Dods declined an increase in salary at the 
end of his first year, writing to the Committee: 


"T have conferred with my family upon the subject of our remaining 
here another year or more, and would report for your consideration that I 
will labor with you another year on the same consideration I stated in my § 
letter previous to my removal to Provincetown, namely $600 for the second 
year. That is the salary I received in Taunton, and that is the sum 
could receive now in Hyannis and Yarmouthport as was stated to me in these 
places last fall in case I should decide to leave here. The same I could 
receive in Maine, where I have a good house of my own, and fire wood free | 
from cost, in addition to all the land I might wish to cultivate. ero a 
mentioned to me that $800 would not separate us, but that is a sum I have 
not. the Conscience to ask of this society, nor would 1 accept if itaey 
freely offered it, as I have no use for so much money annually. . wal. 
His family at that time consisted of a wife and-sTfive children. During 
his ministry, the Female Charitable Society was organized in 1840. A 4 
volume of his sermons was published in 1842, entitled Thirty Short Sermons? 
on Various Important Sudjects, Doctrinal and Practical, That the book 
achieved a wide reading in its day is evidence by the fact that when Asa 
Mayo Bradley was in the south he was asked where a copy of this book of 
sermons might be obtained, and was told that the veople there hed possessed 
A Jeon, bat “hat: its had ‘been read to tatters."9 


The Chapel was soon outgrown, and on March 2, 1846, a committee was 
formed to inquire into the feasibility of altering the chapel and to ob-— 
tain estimated costs of a new meetinghouse. A fortnight later, the com- 
mittee reported in favor of the erection of a new meetinghouse. There 
the matter rested until the following annual meeting, which was held on 
March 2, 1847. A general committee wasthen chosen with authority to 
build a new edifice, dispose of the oldhouse and land, and admit new 
proprietors. A week later, a building committee was chosen, one member 
of which was authorized to go to Boston and secure drafts of plans for | 
the most modern style of church building. A site for the new building 


i Simeon Conant Smith, op. cit., p. eke 
2. Quoted by Simeon Conant Smith, 00.) CLG a 
3. Asa Mayo Bradley, "My Cave Cod St t (mis) 5 vamee 
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was selected as what is now 236 Commercial Street. Unon the completion 
Or the new church, the first building was sold to the Methodist society 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Archives in Massachusetts), and 


was known as Wesley Chapel, later being destroyed by fire. 


In Romantic America, Robert Haven Schauffler, writer and poet, refers 
Go the edifice as “easily the finest Colonial alive enon the Cane, if not 
in New England." It is tooped by a spire influenced in design by Sir 
Siristopner Wren. The clock in the tower was the gift of Mr. Joseph 
Atkins, and its face bears his name. 


: The interior decoration of Italian frescoing was the work of Mr. 
Car! G. Wendte, father of the late Rev. Charles W. Wendte, an eminent 
Unitarian clergyman. The senior Wendte was a German who pee to America 
op i641), having studied mural decoration in Italy, and introduced the art 
Or fresco painting in the United States. It is said that the walls were 
Patverned after an old Italian church and the ceiling after a temple to 
Jupiter in Greece. His work, which remains untouched and unfaded to this 
day, is a memorial to his genius. 


The nulpit lamp is a memorial to Mr. William E. Nickerson, the funds 
Tor which were contributed oy his Jewish friends, who after his death in 
1930, wished to honor his memory. After sitting quietly in the church he 
loved, they left a contribution of #100, and a document entitled he 
Minute ot Reality, dedicated to William I. Nickerson," written by Henry 


sacks ° 


In 1848, the legislature was vetitioned to change the name of the 
Christian Union Society to the First Universalist Church. As soon as the 
Society was establisned in the new building, a Sunday School library was 
formed and $25 was spend for additional books. The society grew steadily 
G@uring the next 20 years. This was a period of great prosperity in 
Provineetown, which, in 1850, was the richest town per capita in the 
Btave. The annual exoenditures of the society douoled in little more 
than a decade, increasing from th e $600 required in 1848, to a budget of 
61,225, in 1859. Taxes were collected, and if a deficit were re- 
ported at a town meeting, members of the society immediately contributed 
the necessary amount. 

But with the decline of the whaling industry and the change in trans- 
portation fron clinper ships to vessels propelled by steam, the prosperity 
of the First Universalist Church, as well as of the town, waned. Popule- 
tion changes followed as the young men whom a generation earlier, would 

eve gone to sea, migrated to the cities and entered trades, business or 
the professions, their vlaces being taken by fishermen of Latin extraction. 

The first indication of acute financial difficulties in the 
Universalist church is recorded in 1875, when dissatisfaction was so great 
that no one would serve on the parish committee. A special committee was 
appointed to consider means of meeting the current budget as well as a 
deficit of 4600. The committee's recommendation was accébied, that pews 
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woich were individually owned be relinquished to the society and placed on 
a rental basis sufficient to meet the annual expenses. During this period, 
however, expenses were not curtailed, the minister receiving his salary 

of $1,350 and the singers being compensated. 


A meeting for legal organization was held on February 8, 1879 and a 
constitution and bylaws were adopted, which were signed by 51 individuals, 
only 4 of whom were women. At this time the name was changed to the 
First Universalist Parish. The small number of women signing the constitu- 
tion is interesting, in view of the fact that in 1872, members of the 
Ladies' Sewing Circle were extended a special invitation to attend the 
annual meeting of the church, and, in 1873, a woman was made a member of 
the parish committee, the following year receiving the added office of tax 
collector at remuneration of $25. 


On December 16, 1879, a semi-centennial observance was held, with a 
historical address by the pastor, Rev. Daniel LeRoy Libby. That same 
year, 1879, the auditorium had been much changed when the pulpit was re- 
moved, the platform lowered and modern furnishings renlaced those formerly 
in use. The pulpit was sawed into lengths, and with an old table, was 
sold for $4.67. Nearly half a century later, in 1925, the old altar and 
pulpit were restored as nearly as possible, as the gift of Mr. William E. 
Nickerson. The dedication of the restored pulnit took place on September 
19, 1926, and historical addresses were delivered by lir. Nickerson and by 
Mr. Simeon Conant Smith, clerk of the parish. 


Upon the resignation of Rev. George A. Gay in 1910, the parish was 
without a settled minister, and for the following decade, services were 
conducted during the summer months only. In the fall of 1921, evening 
services conducted by members of the parish were inaugurated. This re- 
sulted in an organization known as the Evening Meeting Association of 
the Church of the Redeemer, which existed for 2 years. 


In 1924, the parish bought the property west of the chureh, sold the 
building thereon, and graded and fenced in the land. 


After 18 years without a settled minister, the parish called Rev. 
James Francis Albion, who began his pastorate on September 10, 1928. The 
following year, the church celebrated its centenary from February 12 to 
August 12, with various special occasions, including a meeting of the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) and the Cape Cod 
Conference of Unitarian, Universalist and other Liberal Christian Churches 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). 


In 1931, Mrs. Sarah A. Hamlin offered her home at 128 Commercial Street 
to the society for use as a parsonage, and Mr. Edwin N. Paine deeded to the 
parish the vacant lot west of the church. 


Certain items gleaned from the records add interest to the formal 
history of the parish. We learn, for example, that the duties of the 
sexton were specifically detailed when the first church was opened, his 
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recompense being $8 a year. The town paid the society $10 a year, some- 
times #15 and even $20 for ringing the church bell as a fire alarm. 

We find that Mr. Obed Wyer was elected undertaker. He was also chosen 
tythingman to keep the boys in order, and the constable was instructed to 
request the male members to take off their hats in the meetinghouse. It would 
appear that the choir was not always attentive to the discourse, for it 
was voted that better order be maintained in the singing gallery. A 
singing school was formed in the early days, its leader receiving $75 a 
year remuneration. Various instruments were used as accompaniment for the 
Singers at the Sunday services, including a double bass, a single bass, a 
violin, and sometimes a clarinet. An organ was ourchased in 1850, after 

@ subscription paper had been circulated. This vaper was very snecific 

as to the purpose and use of the organ, and contained a proviso for its 
return to suodscribers whenever circumstances warranted, thereby making the 
Subscribers the owners of the organ. In 1891, thé’ old custom of the con- 
gregation turning and facing the choir during the singing of hymns was 
abandoned, because it proved confusing to summer visitors. 


see: Simeon Conant Smith, Leaves from an 01d Church Record Book, with 
pictures of edifice; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 23 for picture of church; William 
M. Nickerson, "Dedication of Restored Pulpit," in Provincetown Advocate, 
September 19, 1926; Simeon Conant Smith, "Centennial Home Coming," in The 


Christian Leader, August 24 and 31, 1929; Trumpet and Universalist Magazine 


June 6, 1829, November 10, 1849. 


The following records, except when otherwise noted, are in the custody 
of Mr. William Mey Smith, treasurer, 15 Tremont Street, Provincetown, and 
are located in the safe at the church. Ilinutes of society, with constitu- 
tion and bylaws, register of ministers, members and deaths, historical 
notes and addresses, reports, 1829--, and receipts and expenditures, 1933--, 
2 vols., current volume in custody of Mrs. Ina Snow, clerk, Arrowhead Farm, 
Truro; Minutes of Female Cheritable Society, 1841-60, Ladies' Benevolent 
Society, 1860-72, Ladies' Sewing Circle, and Universalist Benevolent 
Association, 1872-1901, 1908-20, 1933--, with constitution and lists of 
officers and members, 1868-77, 1933--, and receipts and expenditures, 1868- 
772, 1866-94, 2 vols., current volume in custody of Mrs. Carrie Cowan, 
secretary-treasurer, Soper Street, Provincetown; Sunday Scnool, list of 
officers, teachers and pupils, and attendance records, 1842-1906, 2 vols.; 
Register of visitors, 1921-22, 1927--, with repair fund, 1901, and receipts 
and expenditures of church, 1905, 6 vols.; Receipts of parish collector, 
1908-1910, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures of Female Charitable Society, 
1841-47. °1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures of Mission Circle, 1932--, 1 
vol., in custody of Miss Louise Paine, treasurer, 275 Commercial Street, 
Provincetown; the following records are in the custody of Mrs. Ina Snow, 
clerk: Nancy W. Paine Smith, "The Universalist Church, Provincetown, 

Mass. ," (Provincetown Advocate, 1935), 8 pp.; Simeon Conant Smith, 

"Dedication of Restored Pulpit," 1926, ms.; Henry Sacks, "One Minute of 
Reality, dedicated to William E. Nickerson," 1930, ms.; Programs: Dedication 
of restored pulpit, 1926, and of Centennial Home Coming, 1929; Calendar, 


May, 1930, 
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Proverty recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, 

Land on Central and Commercial Streets, purchase and sale, 
vol. 2, p. 287, recorded August 1, 18351; vol. 64, ps 189, recorded iaaes 
14, 1857; land on Main Street, ‘purchase, vol. 401, p. 468, recorded 
October 18, 1923; parsonage on Commercial Street, gift, with reversion 
clause, mortgage and discharge, vol. 484, p. 126, recorded May 17, 1931; 
vol. 483, p. 442, recorded August 18, 1951; vol. 522, p.1 250; recorded 


September 1, 1936. 


Barnstable: 


114, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN LITTLETON, ca. 1830-ca. 1849 
(defunct), Littleton. 


The Universalists held meetings in the Center Schoolhouse and 
Chamberlain's Hall from 1830 until April 1841, when they bought at auction 
a meetinghouse built by the Unionists (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Miscellaneous Church Archives in Massachusetts) a few years earlier located 


on the road between the center and the old common. The meetinghouse was 
destroyed by fire in 1847; the land was sold and the society disbanded. 


oee: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 13, 1847. 


Minutes of parish, 1848-47, with constitution, covenant, warrants for 
annual parish meetings, 1831-48, minutes of the Littleton Samaritan Institut 
with constitution, December 15, 1845, 1830-49, 1 loose-leaf book, in the 
possession of the Littleton Historical Society and deposited in the Reuben 


Hoar Library. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Site of meetinghouse, purchase and sale, vol 448, 
p. 36, recorded August 12, 1844; vol. 505, p. 455, recorded April (24guneaes 


115. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1830-ca. 1850 (defunct), Florida. 


—— 


A Universalist society was formed here in 1830. The society never 
owned a meetinghouse, but had occasional preaching until about 1850. Among 
the ministers who preached for this society were Revs. David and Hosea Faxon 
Ballou, Joseph Barber and Daniel Thayer. Their last pastor was Rev. J oy 
Bishop. 


No records have been found. 
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116. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN STERLING, ca. 1830-53 (defunct), 
County Road, across from Common, Sterling. 


The exact date of the organization of the First Universalist Society 
in sterling is unknown. The late Chief Justice Arthur P. Rugg in A 

Brief History of Sterling places the date just before 1830, but adds, "this 
me Only approximate because the records are lost." In 1830, however, the 
‘society was holding meetings in the old town hall. Supply preachers in- 
cluded Revs. Hosea Ballou, Thomas J. Greenwood, Walter Harriman, who later 
became governor of New Hampshire, Charles Streeter, and Thomas Whittemore. 


On July 13, 1836, the society was publicly recognized and Rev. Rufus 
©. Pope, who had studied theology with Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, became the 


Mears, settled minister. His pastorate in Sterling continued until about 


1840. Meetings were held in the old Town Hall or Town House until 1838 


jmsOn November 28 of that year, the society purchased a tract of land in the 


‘center of town across from the Common, and began: the building of a meet- 


singhouse, which was completed in 1839. 


. Rev. Samuel A. Davis, who preached from 1848 to 1852, was the last 
Settled minister. In 1852, the society became weakened because of deaths, 


_ Temovals end a jack of interest: Finally;onApril 15, 1853, the society 


174-78, 


‘sold its meetinghouse to the newly formed First Parish en ere 
‘Unitarian Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in 


Massachusetts), and passed out of existence. 


pee: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, June 12, 1830; June 10, 1837. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Site in center of Sterling on the County Road. purchase, 
sale of basement story only, sale of remainder, vol. 336, p. 193, recorded 
meponem 27, 1858; vol. 460, p. 167, recorded February 1, 1850; vol. 509, 
mp. 141, reeorded April 23, 1853. 


117. UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF LEYDEN (Universalist Society) , UWesO=25), 
Ga. 1852-ca. 1907 (defunct), Leyden. 


A Universalist society was organized in 1830 but continued only until 
1833. It is probable that the society was reorganized in 1852 when, ac- 
cording to report, several individuals withdrew from the First Universalist 
Society in Bernardston (see entry 74) and joined the Leyden society.1 


Certainly the latter society was actively functioning as a member of the 


Winchester Association of Universalists (see entry 15), according to the 


1. Lucy Cutler Kellogg, History of the Town of Bernardston, pp. 


ole 
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report of the secretary of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention.t 

In 1867. the Universalist Church of Leyden was organized. The meeting- 
house, in the center of town on West Leyden Road, was used jointly by 
Universalists and Methodists. The Universalists were served by supply 
pastors, with services about once a month. This movement went out of ex- 


istence about 1907. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, vp. 130, cites records, 1867-85, but. no records | 


> 


have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


118. BROADWAY UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY (Proprietors of the Fourth 
Universalist Meetinghouse in Boston; Church of Our Father) , 
1830-1920 (defunct), 540 East Broadway, (South) Boston. 


In April 1830, a group of Universalists living in South Boston and 
who found their trip to Boston proper for Sunday services extremely un- 
pleasant, associated themselves together in the Fourth Universalist 
Society in Boston. This first meeting was held at the home of Mr. Holmes, 
corner of Fourth Street and Dorchester Avenue. They agreed to ask Rev. 
Benjamin Whittman of Troy, New York, and son-in-law of Rev. Hosea Ballou, 
to become pastor. The Rev. Mr. Whittman began his services in July, 1830, 
preaching in a hall opposite Mr. Holmes’ house. Worship was continued in 
Harding's Hall until a church was built on Broadway, corner of B Street.: 
On April 10, 1831 the building was dedicated with Rev. Hosea Ballou preach- 
ing the sermon. On the afternoon of the same day, the Rev. Mr. Whittman 
was at last formally installed as minister; continuing until 1843. In 
1864, the church was abandoned for Lyceum Hall where services continued. 
In 1869, the church obtained a lot of land on East Broadway where a 
wooden church building was erected. The new building was dedicated in 
1870. In 1876, the name was legally changed to Broadway Universalist 
society, a name which apparently had been in use for a long time since 
all acts under that name were legalized at that time by special act of the 
legislature. The church later was called the Church of Our Father. 


see: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 103 for picture of church built in 1870. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 129, cites records 1830-85, but no records 
have been found. 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Broadway and B Streets property, purchase and sale, vol. 370, p. 138, 


1. Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Minutes, 1862, p. 12. 
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recorded July 3, 1833; vol 871, p. 228, recorded January 30, 1866; East 
Broadway property, purchase, vol 954, p. 54, recorded March 10, 1869; to 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol 1449, p. 243, recorded March 
0, 1879; from Convention so long as services and Universalist connections 
‘Maintained, vol 1450, p 207, recorded March 17, 1879; reversion to 
Convention, vol 4237, ». 279, recorded July 9, 1920 


. Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 

/ Bpecial Laws, 185”, ch. 208, approved April 19, 1837; change of name from 
Proprietors of the Fourth Universalist Meetinghouse in Boston to Broadway 
Universalist Society, Ibid., 1876, ch. 37, approved March 7, 1876 


119. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN THE TOWN OF QUINCY (First 
Universalist Church in Quincy; Independent Church of Christ 
in Quincy, Massachusetts; First Universalist Society in 
Quincy), 1830--, 158 Washington Street, Quincy 


Universalist preaching began in Quincy a full year before a society 
was formally organized The preaching was sponsored by a small local 
group who rented the Town Hall and brought various Universalist preachers 
there to expound its principles The first sermon was preached by Rev 
Thomas Whittemore in May, 1830 


Others who preached during that first year were Revs Hosea Ballou, 
John Brooks, Sylvanus Cobb, Paul Dean, Sebastian Streeter, and Benjamin 
Whittemore On March 10, 1831, 29 men joined together to form the First 
Universalist Society in Quincy. A moderator, clerk, treasurer, and parish 
committee of three were selected to run the affairs of the society In 
this year Rev. William Morse of East Milton was engaged as minister A 
church building, located on Weshington Street, was dedicated December 12, 
fos3-)) ne Rev, Mr. Morse preaching the’sermon On March 14, 1855, the 
society incorporated as the First Universalist Society in the Town of 
Quincy. Shortly after the formation of a church organization under the 
neme, Independent Church of Christ in Quincy, Mass , on May l2, 1833, the 
Rev. Mr Morse resigned 


No regular pastor succeeded the Rev Mr Morse until May 1835, when 
Rev. Daniel D. Smith was engaged; but he did not stay very long and the 
society becaine somewhat disorganized. In 1839 Rev John Gregory was 
settled as minister. On January 31, 1841, under the Rev Mr Gregory, 
the church was reorganized, taking the name First Universalist Church in 
Quincy. The Rev Mr. Gregory, while still minister of the church, was 
elected to the state legislature During these years he took an active 
part in the temperance movement which led a group of members to withdraw 
from the church. He resigned from the church in the spring of 18435 during 
a period of disagreement and financial stress in the society Another 
_minister was not called for a year, but finally on April 1, 1844, Rev 
- Samuel A Davis came as pastor Rev Josiah © Waldo followed for a brief 
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period, and in turn was followed by Rev. William W. Dean in 1847. The 
Rev. Mr. Dean stayed for 8 years and served to strengthen the church dur- 
ing that time. He had been educated as a lawyer, and took an active 
interest in the public schools, serving on the school board during his 
ministry. In addition, the Rev, Mr. Dean revived the charter of Rural 
Lodge of Masons which had been surrendered in anti-masonic times. 


In 1872, when Rev. George Wallace Whitney became minister, a 
parsonage was constructed behind the church building. Ten years later 
under Rev. Royal T. Sawyer,-the church proper was remodeled. A vestry 
parlor and kitchen were added on one side to the first floor, the front 
of the church was carried out making a vestibule. The tower which had 
been over the center at the front, wes taken down, and a new tower 
erected at one side of the front. 


From 1888 to 1891, the church had no regular pastor but services 
were carried on by supply ministers. Then for 8 years to 1899 there 
were three ministers followed by Rev. Merrill Charles Ward who served 
until 1904 in connection with his duties, first in Hingham (see entry 84) 
and later in Ashmont (see entry 265). During this time services were 
held in the afternoon. After the Rev. Mr. Ward left the society, services 
were again carried on by supply ministers. In 1911, Rev. (Miss) Fannie 
Austin became regular pastor for 2 years. In 1913, the Rev. Mr. Ward 
resumed afternoon services at the same time he was ministering to the 
St. Paul's Universalist Church in Jamaica Plain (see entry 242) 


In 1916, a regular pastor, Rev. John B. Bisbee, was again called 
and morning services resumed. In 1918, he resigned to enter the United 
States Army. Several ministers have He the church since then. 


At a regular varish meeting October 1, 1926, a committee was ap-— 
pointed to consider consolidation of church and parish into one body and 
to report to the January 1927 meeting. No report was made at that time 
or sinee. 


See: "First Universalist Church," Quincy Patriot Ledger, January 
7, 1937; Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834; May 27, 1837; 
November 3, 1858; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
a eee alae Churches in Massachusetts, p. 89 for picture of church. 

Minutes of church, 1841-44, 1848--, with statement attested 
January 1841 by Rev. John Gregory of covenant, belief, list of members, 
and rules of church organized under Rev. Wil Paani Moeee on May 12) 16235 
preamble, covenant, articles of faith, constitution, names of meiohenee 
as reorganized under Rev. John Gregory on January 31, 1841; covenant, 
articles of faith, constitution, rules, list of members as reorganized 
under Rev. William W. Dean, on October 12, 1852; constitution, rules, 
and list of members, 1897; baptisms, communions, admissions, 3 vols.; 
first two volumes in possession of Mrs. Charles Payson, 89 Standish 
Street, North Weymouth; current volume in custody of Mrs. Mary Wilson, 
clerk, 121 Glendale Road, Quincy; Minutes of the Universalist Woman's 
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Association, 1927--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Clara Hyland, secretary, 
120 School Street, Braintree; Minutes of Young People's Christian Union, 
1889--, in custody of Rev. John E. Wood, minister, 20 Fairfield Street, 
Braintree; Minutes of Sunday School, 1836-54, 1 vol., in possession of 
Mrs. William Beattie, 26 Cottage Street, Quincy; Report of standing com- 
mittee, March 2, 1885; Reports of treasurer, years ending 1915, 1922-25; 
meager Of treasurer, 1950--, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. Maurice L. Willey, 
treasurer, 119 Glendale Road, Quincy; Receipts and cancelled checks, 

| April 1950 - April 1931; Letters, financial, 1916; Copy of deed of land 
3 for church; Constitution and By-laws of the First Universalist Society, 
a Quincy, Mass., 1922, 1 vol.; these items, unless otherwise specified, 
Se@eroiethink in atbic of church. 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Site on Washington Street, purchase, mortgage, transfer to and from the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 97, p. 137, recorded 
meeenvere la, looc; vol. 141, p. 100, recorded May 27, 1843; vol. 551, p. 


467, recorded November 7, 1883; vol. 552, ». 33, recorded November 19, 


1883; and at the Norfolk County Land Court, Dedham; certification of 
title, site on Washington Street, vol. 15, v. 2999, decreed June 28, 1916. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
special Laws, 1835, ch. 108, eapproved March 14, 18353. 


el 


: Record of Supreme Court cases: 51 Mass. Reports 425, Elisha Packard 
vs. The First Universalist Society in the Town of guincy, 1845. 


120. CHURCH OF OUR FATHER (First Universalist Society of Spencer; 
Society of Our Father), 1830-- (dormant), 15 Irving Street, 
Spencer. 


Missionary preachers brought the doctrine of Universalism to Spencer 
as early as 1808. Controversy ensued, and that same year citizens of 
Spencer were asked to object to a plan to incorporate a religious society 
to be called the Universal Society, which would include residents of 
Brookfield, Charlton and Spencer. Many of the inhabitants had considered 
the advisability of separation from the established First Congregational 
Church of Spencer (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives 
in Massachusetts), out at the town meeting the objection to the proposed 
plan was not sustained. Instead it was voted to "take no action relating 
to the subject." Agitation for separation from the church continued. 
Not, however, until 1820 was any action taken. That year, Mr. David Adams 
gerved notice that he had become a member of the Second Universalist 


) Society in Brookfield (see entry pa 


During 1820 and 1821, 43 others left the established church; some, 
following Mr. Adams’ example, joined the Second Universalist Society in 


ey ay 


276 


[120] Churches in Massachusetts 


Brookfield and Charlton, while others joined a Baptist society (now the 
First Baptist Church in Spencer) then being formed in Spencer (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts). For 9 years, 
those with Universalist views attended worship outside Spencer. This 
situation became increasingly unsatisfactory, and the Universalists de- 
cided to form a local society. The First Universalist Society of Spencer ~ 
was therefore organized, and was incorporated April 22, 1850. From 1830 
to 1833, the society had only occasional preaching at meetings held in 


the homes of its members. 


In 1833, the society built a meetinghouse on the corner of Main and 
Wall Streets, which was dedicated on November 20 of that year. Rev. 
Gilman Noyes, a graduate of Dartmouth College, who had studied theology 
with Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, became the first settled pastor in 1833, remain- 
ing with the society until 1839. From 1840 to 1856, the society's member=m 
ship dwindled, and only occasional services were held. On June 2, 1856, 
the society voted to sell the church property. The building was sold on 
July 1, and was known for some years thereafter as the Hill Block. In 
1870, it was converted into a boot factory, but it is now known as the . 
Cutler Block. After the sale of the property in 1856, the society lapsed. 


Two years later, the few individuals remaining from the former society 
gathered new converts to Universalism, and held meetings every other 
Sunday in the Town Hall and in the Grand Army Hall, with Universalist 
preachers from surrounding towns supplying the pulpit. This group con- 
tinued to meet for 18 years without formal organization. In 1876, Mr. 
Walter Scott Vail, a theological student who was later ordained in the 
Universalist fellowship, became interested in the Spencer group and organ-~ 
ized a Universalist society there. 4 


Rev. Frederick Adelbert Bisbee was called to the pastorate, which he 
served for 6 years. During his ministry, in 1881, the society was re-— 
organized as the Society of Our Father, and a constitution was adopted. 
On November 17, 1881, a tract of land on the east side of Linden Street 
was purchased. The next year, work on a church building was started, and 
the dedication of the new edifice, a red-brick structure, took place on 
February 20, 1883 with the Rev. Mr. Bisbee officiating. In 1884, the name 
of the society was changed to the Church of Our Father. In 1917, only 45 © 
families were associated with the Church of Our Father, and the society's ~ 
last settled minister, Rev. George Fisher Morton, left the pastorate that. 
year. For the next 20 years, services were held only occasionally, and | 
the society suffered further loss in membership. In the latter part of 
1936, services were discontinued. On January 12, 1937, the Church of Our © 
Father, released the Linden Street property to the Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention (see entry 9), which, in turn, sold it to the Allen Squire : 
Company, shoe manufacturers. The spire of the church was removed by the : 
owners, and the interior was altered for use as an office building. Service 
are no longer held, but the society holds occasional business meetings. 


ee 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 81 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, November 8, 1834. 
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_ Unless otherwise specified all records are in custody of Mrs, 
Florence I. Messer, clerk, 15 Irving Street, Spencer. Minutes of society, 


1881-1937, 2 volss; receipts and expenditures, 1890-1936, 1 vol., in 


custody of Mr. Linus H, Bacon, treasurer, 36 Cherry Street, Spencer; 
Pledge accounts, 1882-1904, 1 vol.; Register: members, baptisms, mar- 
riages and deaths, 1877-1911, 1 vol. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, Worcester: Main and Wall Street property, no purchase deed 
mound, sale, vol. 568, p. 149, recorded July 1, 1856; Linden Street 
property, purchase, vol. 1105, p. 531, recorded November 17, 1881; "tract 
of land on Linden Street" sale in two parts, vol. 1141, p. 150, recorded, 
January 27, 1885; vol. 2686, p, 422, recorded January 12, 1937 


121, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF WARREN (Second Universalist Society 
in Western; Warren Universalist Church), 1830-- (federated) , 
Prospect and Main Streets, Warren. 


The date of the establishment of the Second Universalist Society in 
Western is debatable, some historians stating that the society was organ- 
azeqd in 1825, while others claim that it was not until 1830. The 1872 
Directory gives the organization date of the society as 1830. In any 
event, it avpears that services were conducted by the Universalists from 
2325 to 1857 in No. 1 Schoolhouse. It is probable that after the lapse 
of the First Universalist Society of Western and Brookfield (see entry 56) 
in 1833, the members of that society joined the Second Universalist 
Society. In 1834, the name of the town was changed to Warren. 


In 1837, the society erected a meetinghouse on the hill between the 
Village of Warren and South Warren. Rev. Gilman Noyes, who had graduated 
from Dartmouth College in 1830, and studied theology with Rev, Sylvanus 
Cobb of Boston and Malden, is listed in the record books as the first 


‘pastor of the church, although no dates of his pastorate are given, The 


Rev. Mr. Noyes is not mentioned by the historians in connection with the 
Warren society, nor is he listed in any Directory as pastor of that 
society. He was, however, ordained in nearby Charlton (see entry 101) in 
1835, and served a 3 year pastorate there, and it is quite possible that 
he served the society in Warren while he was minister of the Charlton 
society. Rev. Josiah W, Talbot, who appears to have been the first set- 
tled minister in Warren, was installed on February 14, 1839, serving the 
society until December 1840. 


Although Western had become Warren in 1854, it was nearly half a 
century later when the society officially changed its name on Aprit 16; 
1881, to the Universalist Society of Warren. In 1905, Mrs. Frances I. 
Otis willed land with dwellings to the society, including a parsonage. 


The real estate was sold in 1924. After the turn of the century, the 
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society dwindled. In 1928, it united with the Congregationalists and the 
Methodists in forming the Federated Church (see forthcoming Inventory of 
the Federated Church Archives in Massachusetts). Each denomination main- 
tains its separate legal identity. The Universalist Society of Warren 
deeded its property to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see 
entry 9), and the Federated Church holds its services in the edifice oc- 
cupied by the Congregationalists before the federation. Income from 
Universalist trust funds has been used for the Federated Church since the 


merger in 1928. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachuse , p- 17 for picture of. Universalist edifice: 
Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 19, 1857, July 7, 1849. 
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The following records are in the custody of Mr. I. Walter Moore, . 
treasurer, and are located in the vault in the town treasurer's office, 


Town Hall, Warren: Minutes of society, 1881--, with list of members and 
deaths, 1881--, bylaws and articles of faith, 1 vol.; Minutes of chmrem 
with receipts and expenditures, 1905--, 1 vol.; Register: Members, 1859- 


1923, pastors, 1839-1927, and officers, 1839-1913, baptisms, 1875-1925; 
marriages, 1883-1924, deaths, 1883-1927, early statistics compiled about 
1892, 1 vol.; Receipts and expvenditures of society, with special funds 


accounts, 1919--, 1 vol,; Otis Fund receivts and expenditures, 1905--, 1 
vol.; Check-book stubs, bank statements (church) 1923-34, letters and 
original warrants, 192”7-., 1 cardboard box, 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Prospect and Main Streets, Conditional purchase by 
Second Universalist Society, dated October 11, 1838, vol. 1076, p. 719, 
recorded June 11, 1880; sale of part, vol. 1000, p. 85, recorded January 
20, 1877; warning to others forbidding them to use any nart of premises, 
vol. 1266, pp. 476-77, recorded May 4, 1888; sale to Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, vol. 2496, p. 453, recorded June 8, 1929; North 
side of Otis Street, acquisition under will of Francis I. Otis and sale, 
Worcester Probate Court, number 29893, series B, vol. 577; pv. 102) vol, 
aoe?  paialGy recorded, October. 7, L924, 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name from Second 
Universalist Society in the town of Western to Universalist Society of | 
Warren, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1881, ch. 177, approved April 6, 1881. 


122. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1831-36, Weston. 


= 


The Directory for 1836 reports this society organized in 1831, with 
a meetinghouse. No later listing. 


No records have been found, 


No property recordings have been found. 


—————— 
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123, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 183l-ca. 1852 (defunct), Barnstable. 


| A Universalist Society was established in Barnstable at an early 
Meoave. Rev. Harvey Hersey of Barnstable took part in the dedication of a 
) chapel in Provincetown in 18350. In about 1840, Rev. Abraham Paige was 
the minister of the Barnstable society, preaching there on alternate 
Houndays. He was very active in missionary endeavors, publishing a paper, 
/Zhe Banner of Love and Washingtonian Repository in 1824, which was devoted 
m@eoo cie spread of Universalism and of temperance. An item in the issue of 
menovemocr 11, 1843, gives a picture of his wide and active ministry, in- 
' forming the readers of the publication that "A. Paige will lecture as 
Toliows, es friends may appoint, either on religion or temperance," and 8 
mespeceking engagements are listed for a period of 8 days in the towns of 
Wellfleet, Barnstable, Truro, Brewster, Chatham, Eastman and Orleans. The 
emo Directory reports a "Barnstable, end" society, organized in 1831. It 
probably refers to this church, as the Hyannis society had been formed in 
fee2 (see entry 111). It is not listed after 1852. The 1845 Directory 
reports a "Barnstable, 3rd" society. This may refer either to Marstons 
Milis or Osterville, the exact dates of which are in doubt (see entries 
181 and 204). The Barnstable society never owned a house of worship. 


No records have been found.. 


No property recordings have been found 4 


124, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN CHELMSFORD, 1831-71, Chelmsford. 


In March of 1831, the Universalist in Chelmsford asked permission of 
the First Congregational Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
Archives in Massachusetts) to use its meetinghouse a portion of the time on 
Sabbath for public worship. This request was refused but the next year, 
the Universalists were allowed to use the building 2 Sundays each month. 
The Congregational church burned in 1842. During the building of a new 
church, in which the Universalists are reported to have helped, they wor- 
shipped in the Westford Academy building. The group is spoken of as the 
First Universalist Society, although what formal organization took place 
is unknown. The Directory lists a group here through 1871 Much later 
in the century, about 1890, Universalists were reported as being a part of 


the Congregational Society. 
No records have been found 


No property recordings found; 


1. Waters, Wilson, History of Chelmsford, pp. 683-87. 
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125, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN WEDFORD , 1831--, Forest Street, 
Medford 


On March 10, 1831, a vetition was addressed to Luther S. Cushing, a 
justice of the peace in Middlesex County, in which a group of Medford 
citizens set forth their desire to form and incorporate as a Universalist 
society. On March 22, 1831, these people met with Justice Cushing at 
Kendall's Hotel, which stood on the corner of Nain and South Streets, and 
there the society was formally incorporated. 


The very next month, Rev. Winslow W. Wright was installed as first 
pastor. Services were held in a public hall In 1832, the society was 
first able to build a church t was located on Forest Street, the same © 
site as at present The church was of wood and had a low tower with 
dininutive turrets at the four corners. The auditorium was on the second 
floor, accessible by two long flights of outside stenvs. These stairs 2 
were removed in 1850 when the building was remodeled. Universalist 
services were held in the First Parish (Unitarian) church (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Unitarian Archives of Massachusetts) during these 
alterations. The Revs Mr¢é Wright resigned in 1855, and was succeeded by ~ 
Revg4 Joseph Banfield+ Revs Hosea Ballou, 2nd, became minister of the 
church in 1838 and stayed until 1853, when he became President of Tufts 
Colleges 


The church was organized separately on January 19, 1834, and was 
publicly recognized on January 29 of the same year. The Lord's Supper 
was first administered by Rev. Mr. Wright in the next month. The chureh 
has always performed baptism by sprinkling, excepting when Mrs. Catherine 
M. Hall, on June 30, 1844, baptized by immersion at the site of ‘the Mystie 
ford. A Sabbath School was organized soon after the sociéty began to 
hold services, probably 1834 In July 1838, a Universalist Sabbath 
School Teachers Association was formed The first baptism of children and 
the celebration of a special Children's Sunday occurred.on July 2, 2865 
For 2 years shortly after the Civil War, 1867-69, the church had no 
regular resident pastor For a year, 1878-79, Rev. Richard Eddy acted as 
minister, and later, 1838-89, Rev. Charles H. Leonard also supplied the 


pulpit 


In 1886, the interior of the church building was changed, the organ 
and choir being moved to a forward part of the church; before this time 
the congregation used to turn its back to the minister and face the 
choir during singing of hymns. The high pews were discarded and stained 
glass was placed in the windows The tower was also rebuilt to include 
a foreshortened spire vyhen completed, the building was re-dedicated on 
February 1, 1887. 


A Young People's Christian Endeavor was organized about 1886, but 
was disbanded after 3 or 4 years A Young People's Christian Union was 
later formed. A Forest Club, a social club, made up of the young men 
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and women of the church was organized also about 1886 and lasted for about 
10 years. The society continued to have an active internal life. The 

Lawrence Men's Club organized in 1923, lapsed after 1932, but is now being 
reorganized as the Community Men's Club. The Mission Circle was formed in 

»1902. The Ladies' Charitable Sewing Society, which had been organized in 
1889, became the Ladies’ Auxiliary in 1923. The Sunday School and Young 
People’s Christian Union have never lapsed. In 1938, a new group of 
children called the Brownie Pack, was formed 


See: James M. Usher, History of Town of Medford (Boston, Read, 

Avery and Company, 1886), p. 269 for picture of church as it appeared 
after remodeling in 1850; Parker R, Litchfield (Superintendent of Sunday 
School for 35 years), "First Universalist Society in Medford," in the 
Medtord Historical Register, April 1901, (vol. 4, no. 2), p. 25 ff.; 
me rowers of Medford" in Universalist, 1832, for picture of church as 
originally built Personal recollections of church, read at centennial 
anniversary, November 1931, manuscript, written by and in possession of 
meso. emma A; J. Low: Rev. Charles L. Eaton, "Address," read at centennial 
celebration, November 1931; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Moiversalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 67 for picture of church; 
Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834, June 30, 1838 


Minutes of meetings of society, with list of parish members, 1831- 
myv00, 5 vols., first two books kept in vault of First National Bank, High 
Street, Medford, and in custody of Mrs. Edwin H. Bartlett, 41 Lawrence 
Road, Medford, current book in possession and custody of Miss Pauline V 
Webber, secretary, 10 Abbott Street, Medford; Minutes of Board of trustees, 
1930--, 1 package and 1 vol., in custody of Miss Pauline V Webber, secre- 
tary; Minutes of meetings of United Helpers, constitution, membership 
dists, 1880-89, 2 vols , in vault; Minutes of meetings of Ladies’ Auxiliary 
(formerly Ladies! Charitable Sewing Society), 1923--, 2 vols , in possession 
and custody of Mrs. John R Bowman, secretary, 39 Early Avenue, Medford; 
Receipts and expenditures, 1831-56, 1869-86, 1896-1908, 1919--, 6 vols ; 
in vault of First National Bank, last two volumes in custody of Mrs Edwin 
H. Bartlett, 41 Lawrence Road, Medford; Collector's receipt book, offerings, 
mledees, and gifts, 1917--, 1 vol., in custody of Miss Anna S. Tucker, 65A 
Dudley Street, Medford; Collector's pledge book, 1954--, 1 vol., in 
Custody of Miss Anna S. Tucker; Pew rent account, 1903-12, 1 vol., (pew 
rents discontinued in 1912 and pledges adopted), in vault; Deeds of pews, 
recorded, with seven original deeds, 1838-75, 1 vol., in vault; Treasurer's 
account with Ladies’ Charitable Sewing Circle, receipts and expenditures, 
/is89-1915, 1 vol., in vault; Profession of faith, constitution, acceptances 
and withdrawals of members, baptisms, deaths, 1875-1901, 1 vol., in vault; 
Church membership list, 1834-53, 1 vol., in vault; Bylaws adopted October 
24, 1843, calendar of services, 1835--, 1 vol., in vault; List of men of 
ehurch who served in World War, with clippings and snapshots, in posses- 
Sion of Rev. William C, Abbe, minister, and held in his study at church; 
Red Cross aid book of Ladies' Auxiliary, 1917-18, notebook, in possession 
of the Rev. Mr. Abbe, and held in study; Programs, 75th anniversary, 
March 18, 1906 and Centennial Anniversary, 1831-1931, 12 pp., in possession 


. of Miss Tucker 
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Proverty recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Forest Street purchase, vol. 537, p. 041, recorded ~ 
October 23, 1834; parsonage, purchase and sale, vol OLOOY “Oy BLS or recorded 
October 8, 1904; vol. 6097, p. 180, recorded February Oo! TGs 


Record of legislative enactments: May tax pews in meetinghouse, © 
Massachusetts Special Laws, 1842, ch. 28, approved February 25, 1842. 4 


126. SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1832-36, Weston. 


The 1836 Directory reports this society, organized in 1832. No later 
listing 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. — 


re FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ORLEANS (Universal Church of ‘ 
Christ in Orleans; Universalist Parish in Orleans), 1832-- 7 
(federated) , junction of River Road and School Road, Orleans. 


Nearly a decade before the organization of a Universalist society in 4 
Orleans, there was occasional lay preaching by Mr. John Kendrick and others 
This resulted ultimately in the withdrawal of 18 persons from the | 
Congregational Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives s 
in Massachusetts), and the formation of the Universal Church of Christ in Gales 
Articles of faith, constitution and covenant of the new society were signed 
on June 21, 1832. The new faith gained adherents, and the following year 
a meeting was called for the legal organization of the society, This meet-— 
ing, attended by 81 persons, was held on April 8, 1833, in the Northwest 
District Schoolhouse, which was located on the site of the present Odd 
Fellows Hall at the junction of Skaket and Rock Harbor Roads, Rev. Abraham 
Norwood, who, that month, was called to the vastorate in Brewster, preached ~ 
half the time in Bronte: and the other half in Chatham and Orleans (see a 
entries 81, °87 and 127) 


Sy 


The meetings were held in a schoolhouse until the society erected its 
meetinghouse. The occasional use of the meetinghouse of the Reformed 
Methodist Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Archives in ' 
Massachusetts had been requested, but the request had been denied, though 
the building was owned, in part, by Universalists. The opposition to the 
Universalists manifested itself in many and unusual ways. An instance is 
related by the Rev. Mr Norwood: "I was told that one man said he could 
not pray as he wished to about a vessel that was sent east to bring the 
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materials to build our house, because he hed a son on board. I suppose 
the poor man wished to vray for the vessel to sink, and was afraid his 

son would get into difficulty."! The building was erected, and was dedi- 
eeted on November 6, 1833. The edifice, which was located at the junction 
of River Road and School Road, was christened contemptuously "Save All," 
moevil's Nest," and "House of Hell." 


lr. Simeon Higgins served the society temporarily for a period of 6 
months. after which Rev. Ezekiel Vose was invited to become the first 
mesident minister. He was ordained in 1234, and served the varish until 
1840. The society was incorporated in 1834 


The early years of the society are brought to life through various 
items gleaned from the records. In the first years, the meetinghouse. was 
esred for in return for the free use of a vew and exemption from assess- 
Mena; a decade later, a salary was voted to the janitor, and, in 1862, 
one “keeping of the meetinghouse was sold to bidders." In 1841, it was 
yoted to raise money for preaching by subscription, with a percentage 
granted to the collector in 1845. In 1862, however, pews were taxed to 
pay back deovts, ani then for years income was derived from assessments on 
pews, with the sale of pews for non-peyment of taxes. Music had its 
Peace. cven in the early years, and it is recorded thet-in 1853; reim- 
pursement was provided for playing the serephine, and for the direction 
Gr the choir. Business and the arts were combined satisfactorily in 1868, 
wien @ melodeon was purchased, and it was stipulated that it should not 
be loaned for less than $1 a night; and again the following year when a 
eee viol was »resented to the chorister as partial consideration for 
Pervicce.) 1h 1970, the first organ was purchased This same year, ac- 
cording to the records, two tythingmen were elected. A church was organ- 
ized on December 22, 1876, The liberal character of the parish was 
evidence by the fact that as early as 1909 a woman was elected moderator 
and placed on the standing committee of the society, and in 1915 a woman 


was called to minister to the society. 


In 1913, the neme of the society was changed to the Universalist 
Parish of Orleans, at which time the society definitely allied itself with 
the denominational body and assented to the Winchester profession of 
faith adopted by the Universalist General Convention (see entry 1) 110 
years before. This vrofession was signed by 39 individuals. New bylaws 
recommended by the liassachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) 
were adopted at this time. 


Early in the history of the society, a Sunday School was formed, and 
in July 1840, the Female Samaritan Society was organized ee Oo ven > Gane 
name of this organization was changed to the Universalist Ladies' Sociaty, 
which was again changed in 1908 to the Universalist Ladies’ Circle The 
society celebrated its centenary on August 5 and 6, 1935, In 1937, Rev 
Paul Wilkinson accepted a call to become minister of the society. The 
following year, on August 28, 1938, the society voted to federate with 
the Congregational society, retaining, however, its own organization 


1. Abraham Norwood, The Pilerimnge lol syPilerim. ms 220 
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This step had been under consideration for some years, having first yee 
discussed in 1929, when the Rev Mr Wilkinson became the minister of the 
federated church. 


The meetinghouse, erected in 1833,from lumber brought by schooner 
from Maine, is essentially unchanged, though repairs and slight altera- 
tions have been made. It is a wooden-frame structure, with the original 
pews, and with galleries on. two sides and at the back. Services are held 
here by the Federated Church during July and August, and the Orleans 
Women's Club uses the building for its meetings. In 1888, a building 
was purchased and moved to the southwest corner of the meetinghouse lot, 
which was used for the Sunday School. This building was sold in [9Q@G Qa 
1904, a parish house, the gift of Mr. Edward H. Cole, was dedicated on 
June 3. This duilding is located on Main Street, about 400 feet south oF 
the junction with Grand Army of the Republic Highway. 


See: Bertha Cheney Ward, "History of the Universalist Society, 
Orleans, 1833-1935" (1935, mimeographed and bound in Bristol board), 20 
MD., an, custody of Mr. Henry K. Cummings, Orleans, also availaateua, 
Turts College, Crane Hall, in the library crypt, in custody of Professor 
Alfred Storer Cole; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 27 for picture of church. 


Minutes of society, 1833--, with articles of faith and church 
covenant, 1832, copies of deeds of land to society, (2) 1833, 1851, and 
copy of deed of Cole Parish House to society, 1904, notices of public 
auction of vews for non-payment of taxes, 1865, 1873, receipts and resolu- 
tions, 1833-1953, and envelopes containing report of pastor, 1877, and 
centennial program and clipping, 1933, 2 vols., earlier volume in safe at 
store of Mr. Henry K. Cummings, treasurer, current volume in safe'at of- 
fice of Mr. Warren G. Smith, Clerk; Minutes of church, with declaratiom 
of faith, uniting compact, and occasional accounts ef receipts and expendi- 
tures, 1876-97, 1 vol., in safe at store of Mr. Henry K. Cummings, t reasumeme 
Minutes of Universalist Ladies' Society, 1862-74, 1880-1908, Universalist 
Ladies' Circle, 1908--, 8 vols., earlier volumes kept in trunk at Cole 
Parish House, in custody of Mrs. WarrenG. Smith, president; current volume 
in custody of Mrs. Annie Knowles, secretary; Register: Baptisms, marriages, 
deaths, with lists of pastors, officers of society and affiliated orgeniza- 
tions, and church members, attendance records, special services and events, 
1915--, 1 vol., in custody of Rev. Paul Wilkinson, kept in Parsonage; Re- 
ceipts and expenditures of society with reports of treasurer, 1899--, 4 
vols., in custody of Mr. Henry K. Cummings, treasurer; Special-funds bank 
books, 3 items, in custody of Mr. Henry K. Cummings, treasurer; Receipts 
and expenditures of Universalist Ladies' Society, with treasurer's reports, 
1888-1908, Universalist Ladies' Circle, 1908--, 2 vols., earlier volume 
kept in trunk at Cole Parish House, in custody of Mrs. Warren G. Smith, 
president; current volume in custody of Mrs. Arthur Smith, treasurer; 
Receipts and expenditures of Sunday School, with attendance records, 1919- 
58, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. Henry H. Snow, superintendent; Report of 
church statistics made to State and General Conventions, 1932, in custody 
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of Rev. Paul Wilkinson; Sunday School attendance records and receivts, 
880-85, 1929-38, 8:vols., earlier volumes kept in closet of eat ot 
_ meetinghouse, all volumes in custody of Mr. Henry H Snow, superintendent; 
meeerter issued to Universalist Sunday School of Orleans by General Sunday 
"School Association, 1917, kept in desk in Universelist meetinghouse, in 
Bisicay of Nr. Henry H. Snow, superintendent; Catalogue of Sunday school 
brary, von VOL... kept. in closet in hae eee wiles: meetinghouse, in 

ustody of Mr: Henry H. Snow, superintendent; "The Profession of Faith 
na Church Covenant of the First Universalist Church of Christ in Orleans, 
-: June 21, 1852," 20 pp., in custody of Mr. John Kendrick; Sermons 

reached by Mr.. John Kendrick, 1823-39, 15, and one by his son, John 
Kendrick, Pee LO MSS a.) ID Bate of Mr John Kendrick, (grandson of 
founder) 


Property es ie at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, Barnstable 
and adjacent to meetinghouse, purchase, vol 417, op 399, peooraan April 
Zeb, 1925; parsonage, gift, with "reversion to Massachusetts Universalist 
Be ention if preaching not maintained by clergyman in Fellowship," vol 
meos, p. 108, recorded January 10, 1904 


5 Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
mpecial Laws, 1834, ch. 72, approved March 13, 1834 


128. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF PEABODY (Second Universalist 
society of Danvers; First Universalist Society of South 
Danvers), 1832--, Main Street, Peabody 


Before the organization of the Second Universalist Society of Danvers 
On April 6, 1832, Universalist meetings had been held in private homes and 
Min a small hall of the building at 26 Foster Street now occupied in part 
by the Peabody Press Meetings were also held in the schoolhouse, then 
Slocated near the Old South Church, and also in Joseph Shed’ Sait. now 
_ known as the Allen Block on the Square at 14-18 Main eeeeae A few 
“families attended Universalist services in Salem. 


On January 31, 1832, a preamble and resolution were adopted with 

Mrererence to the forming of a society and the building of a church. , Sub- 
Scribers met on March 26, in Shed's Hall, and appointed a committee to find 
@ site for the church. A warrant for a meeting to organize a society was 
held on April 6, 1832. Bylaws were adopted at a subsequent meeting on 
‘April 13 A plan for building a church was agreed upon The new church 
"was dedicated on January 10, 1833. The first settled minister was Rev 
)John Moore, who assumed his duties on April 4, 1855 The following Nay, 
‘the society voted to request the Boston Association to extend its fellow- 
Wship to them. On Januery 6, 1834, a delegate was chosen to participate in 
Ythe convention which was meeting in May for the vurpose of forming a state 
_ organization. In November 1834, the Rev Mr. Moore resigned to return to 


. 
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his former parish in Lebanon (see forthcoming Inventory of Universali 
Archives in New Hampshire), with which he had an agreement to come back 
should its welfare demand it During his pastorate, a Sunday School = 
been formed and on April 30, 1834, a church was organized. ' 


When the church building was erected, the vestry was left unfini: 

As there was at that time, no ovublic hall large enough for town meet 
permission was given by the society to a group knovm as the Union Hall 
Association to finish off the basement of the church. Use of this hal] 
was to be available to the society whenever desired, but title to iv 
to be taken only when the income from it should be sufficient to pay ~™ 
ost and interest. Additional pews were added in 1843, when it was v 
to erect galleries in the church : 


An intense religious revival made its influence felt in the next 
few years. The first effect of this revival was to cause a sectanianan 
cleavage, but before it had run its course, it caused a noticeably ins 
creased interest in religious matters The fervor of this revival was” 
too great to last and later a reaction followed Discussion and doubt : 
regard to old forms of belief became common and skepticism and unbelief 
made rapid progress Rev. John Prince, who replaced the Rev. John Ma 
Austin in 1844, was one of the most prominent of the younger clergyme! 
who preached and wrote in opposition to the conservative element in & 
church, The result was an immediate division in the society and the ~ 
resisnation of the Rev Mr Prince, followed by the closing of the chunre 
in 1848, 


In October 1853, reorganization was undertaken by Rev. Josiah W 
Talbot; services were resumed that month and continued regularly there- 
after. During the year of his ministry, the Rev Mr. Talbot accom 
much in the way of church improvements - the vestry was enlarged, the © 
foundation rebuilt and a new organ purchased With the incorporation 
South Danvers as a separate town in 1855, the church came to be known @& 
the First Universalist society of South Danvers : 


In 1867, the church building was extensively remodeled. New pews 
were put in, a pulpit and choir gallery built, a porch and steeple @ 
The edifice was rededicated on March 4, 1868 Other changes were made| 
succeeding years, particularly in the vestry In 1877, the chure@ was 
reorganized. ee 

The ownership of the meetinghouse passed from the pew owners to th 
parish in 1882 In 1896, the name was legally changed to the Firsts 
Universalist Parish of Peabody During the World War years of 1917- 18, 
the parish united for services with the Unitarian and Congregational 9 
churches (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachus 
and forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) 
because of the scarcity of coal The parsonage on Lowell Street was 80. 
in 1922, and a new parsonage on Emerson Street was purchased in 1926. — 
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The church building was remodeled and rededicated in 19%5. 


See: Amos Merrill, "History of First Universalist Parish of Peabody," 
written in 1885 for the 50th anniversary; also Charles S. Goldthwait, 
/Historical paper read at the 100th anniversary, both in attic of parsonage, 
in custody of Rev. Rubens R. Hadley, pastor, 26 Emerson Street, Peabody. 
"Renovations at Universalist Church," in Peabody Enterprise, September 20, 
1955; "Peabody Paragraphs," in Salem Evening News, October 7, 1935; Percy 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, 
weed fOr picture of church. 


Minutes of society, with original bylaws, and those adopted 1882, also 
printed orders of installation of ministers, 1832--; minutes of church, with 
covyenent and signers, 1834-42, in rear of volume, 1832--, 2 vols., in 
Custody and possession of Mr. Frank L. Balcomb, parish clerk, 2 Prospect 
puereet, Peabody; Minutes of church, 1834--, 2 vols., at home and in custody 
Or Mrs. Perley P. King, church clerk, 161 Lowell Street, Peabody; Minutes 
of standing committee, and business papers, 1843-44, 1 bundle; Minutes of 
fedies' Circle (and its predecessors), 1836-46, 1854-86, 1906--, 5 vols., 
in home and custody of Miss Elizabeth Kendrick, secretary, 85 Andover 
Street, Peabody; Minutes of Mission Circle, 1909--~, 4 vols., in home and 
custody of Mrs. Perley P. King, secretary, 161 Lowell Street, Peabody; 
Minutes of teachers and officers of Sunday School, 1935-37, 1 vol., in 
library off vestry in basement of church; Income and exynenditures, 1832--, 
Ppormnweshirs, = yOlLS. in chest in attic of parsonage, last 3 vols. in 
home and custody of Mr. Harold B. Bliss, treasurer, 4 Perkins Street, 
Peasody; Income, 1854, 1 vol., Income and expenditures of Ladies" Circle, 
7375-—. 2 vols., in home and custody of Mrs. Frances 1. Green, treasurer, 

S Osborne Terrace, Peabody; Income and expenditures of Mission Circle, 
9925--. 1 vol.» in home and custody of Mrs. Lucy F. Crehore, treasurer, 

108 Central Street, Peabody; Income and expenditures of Sunday School, 
1914--, 2 vols., in home and custody of Mr. Henry Lord, treasurer, 59 
Iynnfield Street, Peabody; Income of Sunday School, 1920-22, 1 vol., in 
library; Check stubs of Sunday School, 1925--, 12 vols., in home and custody 
of Mr. Henry Lord, treasurer, 59 lynnfield Street, Peabody; Pew rentals ac- 
@ouncs.. and index to same, 1833-54, 4 vols., index vols. inside covers of 
accounts books: Pew deeds, 1833-44, 1 vol., handwritten on printed forms: 
Pew deeds and memoranda concerning vews, 1833-54, 1 bundle; Receipts for 
pew subscriptions, 1832, 1 bundle; Reports of treasurer, 1833-63, 1 bundle; 
Bills, paid, 1832-1900, 1 bundle; Financial papers of standing committee, 
e@antered 1834-59, 1 bundle; Union Hall rental accounts, 1840-41, 2 vols.; 
Subscriptions for furniture and painting pews, OW ay CLARO eraesthe cd Ee 
committee's business papers, 1832, 1 bundle; Letters, business, to standing 
committee, 1832-44, 1 bundle; Bylaws of the Second Universalist Society in 
Denvers, (Salem, printed at the Advertiser Press, 1832), 14 pp.; Unless 
otherwise specified, records are in chest in attic of parsonage, and in 
custody of Rev. Rubens R. Hadley, minister, 26 Emerson Street, Peabody. 
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Property recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: Land 
in Danvers, location unknown, purchase, vol. 264, p. 196, recorded June 18, 


~1832; land on the rozd leading from Salem to Haverhill, purchase, vol. 274, 
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p. 248, recorded January 15, 1834; land on Main Street in South Danvers 
purchase, vol. 7355, p. 210, recorded March 27, 1867; land on Main Str 
in Peabody, and adjacent to above, purchase, vol. 759, p. 268, record 
March 14, 1868; land and buildings on Lowell Street, purchase and sal 
yol. 1663, p. 430, recorded January 16,. 1902; vol. 2519, 0. 225) eae 
Tuy oad: Meth purest, Bale VOL. coo» p. o4al, recorded September — 
1925; Emerson Street and Ellsworth Road, vurchase, vol’. 2672." Gyms 


corded March 18, 1926; mortgage, vol. 2£91c, pb. 505, recorded March 2aimm 
a 


128A. CHARLES B. HAVEN HOME FOR AGED MEW IN PEABODY; 1903=—=; 
Lowell Street, Peabody. 


The Charies B. Haven Home For Aged Men In Peabody was incorporate 
in 190%, with the provision that the chairmen of the standing committ 
of the Unitarian parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archa 


4 


five members of said corporation. The home came into being through ay 
provision in the will of Almina M. Haven of Peabody. At present there 
four inmates. The Board of Trustees hold monthly meetings and an ann 
meeting in January of each year. ™ 

Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1903, ch. 98, approved February 19, 1903. 


129. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 18335--a 1836 (defunct), Town House, — 
Princeton. - 


In 1832, the Congregational Church and Society in Princeton ( 
forthcoming Inventory of the Congregational Archives in Massachusetl 
split into factions of Calvinists, Universalists, Unitarians and orth 
Congregationalists. The majority in the church wished to settle a 
Calvinistic pastor. At a meeting held to vote on the matter, 17 men 
were in favor of Calvinistic preaching, 10 in favor of Universalism, 
favor of Unitarianism and 2 adhered to orthodox Congregationalism, 
meanders of the church seceded and on April 29, 1833, organized a Uni 
Society Meetings were held in the "Town House," the use of whieh we 
granted to the society for "one third of the Sabbaths," but interest @® 
not sustained The meetings continued to be held occasionally for se 
years, and then the society ceased to exist. 


No records have been found. 
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130. UNIVENSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1833-36 (derunci), Randolph. 


This group occurs in the annual reports for the year 1836, with the 
notation that a society was organized in 1833. It does not appear there- 
after. The 1836 Directory lists a meetinghouse for this society. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


130A. JONATHAN STETSON FUND, 1845-1936, Randolph. 


On March 19, 1845, Jonathan Stetson gave Ephraim Wales $500 "to be 
held, used and managed and appropriated by said Wales or such other per- 
son or persons as may be appointed to hold and dispose of the interest 
and income of said fund to be used towards paying Universalist preaching 
in said town of Randolph, with a further oroviso that said sum may be 
appropriated by said trustee for erecting and building a meetinghouse 
for Universalist preaching in Randolph to be built within 1 mile of the 
First Congregational Meeting House" (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Congregational Archives in Massachusetts).1 On July 13,1681) ‘the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry °) was appointed trustee 
of the fund. From 1881 to 1936, the fund was not used and amounted to 
over $14,000 The Massachusetts Universalist Convention petitioned the 
Probate Court for permission to use the money in its missionary work, 
pointing out that it seemed unlikely that it would ever be advisable to 
use it for the vurpose for which the fund was created. The petition was 
granted October 30, 1936. 


Record of decrees of Norfolk County Probate Court, Dedham: Docket 
Number 17346, Massachusetts Universalist Convention appointed as trustee, 
July 13, 1881; Massachusetts Universalist Convention authorized to use 
income of fund for missionary work in Massachusetts, October 30, 1936. 


131. INDEPENDENT RELIGIOUS UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1833-38 (defunct) , 
Athol Road, north of Center Cemetery, Phillipston. 


Universalists in Phillipston organized the Independent Religious 
Universalist Society in 1833. A meetinghouse, located north of the center 
cemetery, was erected soon afterwards, and Rev. John V. Wilson was called 


1. Randolvh Town Records, III, p. 206, recorded April 17, 1846. 
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to the pastorate. Succeeding the Rev. Mr Wilson, Rev. Aurin Bugbee oul 
Rev. Gerard Bushnell ministered to the society. The society existed onl 
5 years, and, in 1838, the meetinghouse was sold to the East Templeton — 
Methodist Episcopal Church {see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist 

Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts) . 


t 
L) 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, January 7, 18357. 


No records have been found 


No property recordings have been found. 


132, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1833-34, 1836-49, 1851-1952. 
William Street at Eighth Street, New Bedford. Br 


o 


Organized Universalism existed in New Bedford for nearly a century. 
The initial organization of the First Universalist Society, which took™ 
place in December 1833, lasted only 6 weeks. Two years later, in 18586, 
the society was reorganized, continuing in existence for 13 years. And 
again, 2 years later, in 1851, the society was re-established, this time 
surviving for 81 years, until 1932, when the society voted to disband. ~ 


It is reported that Rev. Hosea Ballou preached the first Universalis 
sermon in New Bedford about 1827 in the carpenter shop of Mr. Dudley ~~ 
Davenport, situated on the corner of Purchase and School Streets. uN 


In November 1833, a meeting was held in the Town House, which was 
located on Second Street, south of Union Street, for the purpose of Graam 
izing a Universalist eoetew Rev. Alanson St. Clair was present at fT: 
meeting, which was attended by 20 men, ship carpenters, tool makers and 
peinters. Early in December, at a labor meeting held in Mechanics' Hall 
located on the northeast corner of Pleasant and William Streets, now the 
site of the Duff building, a constitution was adopted. At another mee 
held later that same month in the Ree gees of the First Congregatic 
Society in New Bedford, Unitarian (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitariar 
Archives in Massachusetts), the Universalists petitioned the legislature 
for incorporation. The annual meeting of the First Universalist Society 
wes held on January 6, 1834, and officers were elected. This first move- 
ment of the Universalists occurred shortly after Rev. Orville Dewey, a 
former associate in Boston of Rev. William Ellery Channing, had comple 
a 10 year pastorate with the First Congregational Society, Unitarian, am 
may have taken place during the period of 6 months when Ralph Waldo 
Emerson was supplying the Unitarian pulpit. In any event, the First 
Universalist Society organization was completed, and the ship carpenters, 
tool makers and painters resumed their daily tasks, the society rena 
in existence only 6 weeks 
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Two years later, another attempt was made to establish a Universalist 
‘church in New Bedford. At a meeting held in the Town House on April 19, 
1856, a constitution was agreed upon and signed by 42 persons. Only 5 
members of the first organization (1833) were present at this meeting, and 
out of 26 members of that original group, only 10 members ever joined the 
second organization. A final meeting was held on May 3, 1836, to complete 
the organization, and officers and committees were chosen, 


Rev. John Murray Speer, who had been active in the reorganization, was 
installed as pastor, serving the parish until 1841, when he resigned in 
order to devote his time to the rehabilitation of prisoners. Unlike the 
Independent Christian Church of Gloucester (see entry 44), which took pride 
in the fact that Gloucester Dalton, an African, had signed its Charter of 
Compact in 1785, the First Universalist Society of New Bedford reflected 
the prejudices of the times, and, in 1837, during the pastorate of the Rev. 
Mr. Spear, it was voted that "no transfer of pews shall be made to persons 
PE cOLor, ™ 


A church had been erected on the southeast corner of Fifth and School 
streets during the summer of 1836, which had been dedicated in September, 
the sermon oveing delivered by Rev. Hosea Ballou. From 1838 to 1847, a 
period, coincident with the flood tide of the whaling industry when New 
Bedford was surpassed only by New York, Boston and New Orleans in ships 
bearing her mame upon the high seas, the Universalist society was, never- 
theless, in great financial difficulty, due to its building debt. The 
debt increased each year, until, in 1847, it became apparent that the 
society could not long continue, Rev. Silas S. Fletcher. was the last 
settled pastor of the reorganized First Universalist Society. From 1847 
te 1849, occasional services were held with supply preachers. In 1849, 
the property was sold to the Catholic Diocese of Boston and the church 
building became knownas St. Mary’s Church (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Catholic Archives in Massachusetts), the first Catholic church in New 
Bedford. 


But the Universelist society was again revived 2 years later, when 
‘Rev. Hiram Van Campen was sent by the Universalist General Convention to 
preach in New Bedford. A meeting to incorporate the reorganized First 
Universalist Society was held on December 15, 1851, in Sears Hall, located 
On what is now Sears Court, off Pleasant Street near the Public Library, 
and a constitution was adopted. The third First Universalist Society 
started with a membership of 24, holding its meetings in Sears Hall. The 
Rev. Mr. Van Campen was installed as minister, remaining with the parish 
for 2 years. . 


A new church building was erected on William Street at the head of 
Bighth Street, which was completed in 1855» Unlike its predecessors of 
1836, this edifice was built and furnished free of all indebtedness by 10 
shareholders, who owned the building and rented it to the society. The 
new building was dedicated on August 15, 1855, the sermon being delivered 
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by Rev. Benjamin Varney Stevenson, minister of the church. 


In October of that year, a distinct church organization was effected, 
For several years the society prospered, especially under the pastorate of 
Rev. James J. Twiss (1857-59), when there was a great religious revival. 
From 1871 to 1881, the church declined in membership and influence. Rev. 
William Curtis Stiles, minister of the church during the latter part of 
this period, renouncing Universalism, united with the North Congregational 
Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in 
Massachusetts) , which hed been formed in 1810 by an orthodox group of the 
Unitarian Society, and applied for a license to enter that ministry. The 
Rev. Mr. Stiles was thereupon dismissed by the Universalist standing com- 


mittee on July 25, 1880. 


The society had great financial difficulties at this time, and con- 
sidered disbanding. The building was closed for a time for extensive re- 
pairs, opening in April 1882. Rev. George T. Flanders was called to the 
pastorate, which he carried on successfully for 10 years. in 1902, the 
society celebrated it semi-centennial. 


The years that followed the Rev. Mr. Flanders’ pastorate were dif- 
ficult ones, with loss of membership and a financial problem which became 
increasingly acute. In January 1928, a wind storm caused such damage to 
the cupola that it seemed advisable to remove it. That year, the church 
property was mortgaged to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention. 


On October 28, 1930, the First Universalist Society celebrated the 
7Ooth anniversary of the establishment of the church organization in 186a% 
with Rev. John Sayles delivering the anniversary address. At this time 
there were seven subsidiary societies affiliated with the church: the 
Sunday School, which had been established in 1852, a Girls' Vested Choir, 
organized in, 1912, the Mission Circle, the Murray Club, the Mother's Giga 
the Women's Auxiliary, and the Young People's Christian Union. 


The society was, however, not flourishing, and each year it became 
more difficult to continue. Rev. Ezekiel V. Stevens, who came to the 
church in December 1929, was the last settled pastor, resigning in March 
1931. For another year, the pulpit was supplied, but on October 6, 1932) 
the society voted its dissolution, 99 years after the first movement in 
1833 to organize the First Universalist Society in New Bedford. 


Children of the Sunday School were transferred to other schools, 
principally to the Unitarian church school, the Murray Club continued its 
activities at the Unitarian Church, and the Women's Auxiliary, which later 
became the Universalist Club, continued as a private group. 


The church property on William Street was conveyed to the Massachusetts — 
Universalist Convention, which, in 1933, sold it to the Pilgrim 
Congregational Church. 
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See: New Bedford Evening Standard, July 29, 1854; January 23, 1902; 
January 24, 1902; April 23, 1916; March ae, 1924; January 25, 1928; 
October 4, 1930; October 18, 1930; October 25, 1930; December 11, £950; 
wevober 7,11932; March 27, 1953; May 19, 1933; Trumpet and Universalist 
Mezazine, September 3, 1836; January 18, 1840; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, 
Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 79 for 
Pacture of church. 


Minutes of society, 1838-46, 1855-1931, with constitutions, 1838, 
1842, 1855, 1876, and declarations of faith, 1855, 1876, with register 
of members, 1838, 1842, 1855-1903, baptisms and confirmations, 1859, 
2876, 1902, 1915-19, 1931, deaths, 1855-1903, and funerals, 1930-31, with 
treasurer's report, 1914-15, and reports of officers and committees, 1924- 
Sl, with newspaper clippings of picture of first church Oudhes neyo. d. 
and account of 75th anniversary, 1930, 2 vols., in custody of Mr; Edwin 
Macy, clerk, Kempton Street, New Bedford; Clipping: "The New Bedford 
Parish - A History" in Christian Leader, Merch ao, Lev lsedvite;n dni pos- 
session of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, 
and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; Minutes of society, 1833- 
“0, with constitution and list of signers, 1836, petition and warrant for 
meeting to incorporate, 1851, with financial reports, and subscription 
list, 1840, seating plan and assessments on pews, “neds Tivol: .imieustody 
of Mrs. Aurana B, Crowell, 105 School Street, New Bedford; Minutes of 
trustees, 1930-31, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. Edwin Macy; clerk, 95 Court 
Street, New Bedford; Minutes of Sunday School Association, with constitu- 
tions, 1875-80, 1910-32, treasurer's reports, 1923-27, and attendance 
records, 1931, 2 vols., earlier volume in custody of Mr. John Gibson, 
Superintendent, 9 Arch Street, New Bedford, later volume in custody of 
Mrs.. Stanley Crocker, secretary, 400 West Elm Street, New Bedford; 
Minutes of Women's Auxiliary, 1929-31, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Stanley 
Crocker, 400 West Elm Street, New Bedford; Receipts and expenditures for 
Sunday School, 1918-30, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Stanely Crocker, 400 
West Elm Street, New Bedford; Register of Sunday School officers, teachers 
and pupils, with attendance records, 1886-1916, 1921-29, 19 vols., in 
custody of Mr. John Gibson, superintendent, 9 Arch Street, New Bedford; 
Report of Sundey School secretary, 1919, loose sheets, in custody of Mr. 
John Gibson, superintendent, 9 Arch Street, New Bedford. 


Property recordings at Bristol County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, New Bedford: Land at corner of Fifth and School Streets, purchase 
and sale, vol. 40, p. 264, recorded February 23, 1837; vol. 20, p. 94, 
recorded January 30, 1851; land on William Street, vurchase, transfer to 
and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention and sale to Convention, 
WOlw et 7, p. O16, recorded July 26°, 1893; vol. 159, ip.) 818,. recorded 
gly oe G95, vol. 159, p. 319, recorded July 26, 1893; vol. 666, pi 
465, recorded June 25, 1928. 
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133, FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF LYNN (First Universalist Society 
in Lynn), 1833--, 30 Nehant Street, Lynn. 


On October 12, 1831, Rev. Sylvanus Cobb was invited to hold a lecture 
in Woodend Village, now known as Lynn, at Mechanics Hall, corner of 
Ghestrut and Mason Streets. It was arranged to hold meetings there every 
other Thursday evening, alternating with those at Swampscott. In 1832, — 
the two groups joined, holding lectures on Sunday evenings for the rest 
of the year. In.1833, the meeting place was changed to the Town Hall and 
there on March 25, 1833, the First Universalist Society in Lynn was organ- 
ized. On that day a resolution to provide for the religious education of 
the children was adopted, and in June, the Sunday School was formed. A 
church organization was formed in May, 18359. After 3 years, the matter 
of building a meetinghouse was taken under consideration. A church was 
built on Union Street, next to the corner of Silsbee Street; it was dedi- — 
-eated December 10, 1835. The seating arrangement was very unusual, the 
young men segregated in one section in the body of the church, the women ~ 
in another and the older men in the gallery or wherever they could find @ 
a place. Rev. Josiah C. Waldo was installed on the same day as the first 
regular pastor. He remained 5 years. A change in the gallery Seats was 
made 3 months later to permit them to be let. The church was rededicated 
on August 26, 1836. Later, other more extensive chenges were made and on 
March 24, 1864, the edifice was again dedicated. During the reconstruction, 
meetings were held in Lyceum Hall, at the corner of Summer and Market 
Streets, and in the Unitarian Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts). In 1870, it was voted to build a new church 
and the old church property was sold to the Union Street Free Baptist 
Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts). 
The church was used by both groups for a brief time. Land on Nahant y 
Street was obtained on January 26, 1871, and at the same time land was 
bought which made it possible to open Nahant Place, thus affording more © 
space for building purposes. The corner stone was laid May 27, 1872 and 
the church dedicated September 11, 1873. It is Gothic in style, built of 
porphyritic stone, trimmed with brick and free stone, cruciform in plan, 
with spire and bell. 


At the annual meeting on March 26, 1906, it was proposed that the 
society and church become one body. The plan for union was adopted on 
April 22, 1907, and the name became the First Universalist Parish. The 
Sunday School which had been organized in June 1833, was first managed 0} 
a Sabbath School Association. On January 4, 1845, a constitution was 
adopted and the management was transferred to the teachers. There were — 
two branches formed later, one at.Glenmere, the other at Swampscott, the 
latter developing into the Swampscott Universalist Society (see entry 260). 
In 1922, the name was changed to Church School and was vut under 4 director — 
of young people's work. 


The following additional organizations have served as auxiliaries to 
QE E 


the church work: Universalist Female Samaritan Society, organized in 18355 


Sys ohn Aa 
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now defunct; Social Aid Circle, organized about 1850; Reading Circle, 1855; 
Chapin Club, 1881; Pullman Mission (formerly the Flower Mission), 1885; 
Every Day Club, 1905; Men's Club, 1909. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834, December 5, 
1835, March 9, 1839; Ellen Mudge Burrill, The First Universalist Parish 
(Lynn, Nichols Press, published by Parish, 1908), 39 pp.; also Our Church 
and People Who Made It (Lynn Nichols Press, 1933), 31 pp.; "Resignation of 
fev. rroderick W. Perkins, D. D.,"-in Lynn Item, October 5, 1926; 
“Universalist Half Century in Present Church," Lynn Item, November 5, 1923; 
"Universalist Church to Observe 50th Anniversary of corner stone laying," 
Lynn Item, May 25, 1922; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 93 for picture of church. 
Constitution and bylaws, with an historical abstract (Boston, Rand Avery, 
1874), 23 pp., in the rare volume department of the Boston Public Library. 


Minutes of society, with baptisms, marriages, deaths and members, 


18355--, 4 vols., in possession and custody of Mr. Guy 0. Small, clerk,: 39 
Bellevue Avenue, Lynn; Minutes and financial accounts of Sunday School, ; 
1860--, 4 vols.; Minutes and financial accounts of Chapin Club, 1881--, 1 
vol.; Minutes and financial accounts of Every Day Club, 1905--, 1 vol.; 
Minutes and financial accounts of Men's Club, 1909--, 1 vol.; Register: 
church members, 1839--, 1 card file, baptisms, 1855--, 1 card file, 

funerals, 1880--, 1 vol., marriages, 1880--, 1 vol.; Receipts and expendi- 
tures, 1833--, 7 vols.; Records of Pullman Mission (formerly Flower Mission), 
1885--, 1 vol.; unless otherwise specified, all records are in the church 


office, and in custody of Miss Addie A. Mansfield, registrar, 66 Lewis 
Street Lynn; Letters: from the society to Rev. Eldridge G. Brooks, pastor 
of the First Universalist Society in Bath, Maine, inviting him to pastorate, 
1850, 2 items, in possession of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts 
College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Union Street, purchase, vol. 278, ». 75, recorded October 
9, 1834; mortgages and discharges, vol. 288, p. 105, recorded February 10, 
1836; vol. 645, p. 45, recorded December 4, 1862; vol. 364, p. 159, re- 
corded March 4, 1846; vol. 645, p. 46, recorded November 25, 1862; vol. 
371, p. 154, recorded September 11, 1846; vol. 645, p. 46, recorded 
October 5, 1863; mortgages, assignment, and discharge, vol. 645, p. 46, 
recorded December 4, 1862; vol. 655, p. 186, recorded September 4, 1863; 
vol. 656, ». 251, recorded October 5, 1863; mortgage and discharge, vol 
Soo ewes, recorded October 5, 1863; vol. 781, p. 50, recorded November 
13, 1868; grant to Free Baptist Society of Lynn, and second recording of 
Peeenerolyecos, DPD. 55, recorded October 24, 1871; vol. 939, p.'209, re- 
corded November 8, 1875; Nahant Street at corner of Nahant Place, purchase, 
WOr. Go0, p. 158, recorded October 5, 1872; mortgage, assignment, and dis- 
charge, vol. 865, pv. 159, recorded October 5, 1872; vol. 999, p. 140, re- 
corded June 12, 1878; vol. 999, p. 141, recorded June 12, 1878; mortgage 
and discharge, vol. 1000, p. 20, recorded June 11, 1878; vol. 1105, p. 
69, recorded April 21, 1883; land and buildings on Shepard Street, mortgage 
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and discharge, vol. 1254, p. 95”, recorded July 12, 18893 vol 2ooc ue : 
156, recorded October 24, 1893; land and buildings on Broad Street, ass tom 
ment of mortgage and discharge, vol. 1256, p. 463, recorded August 14, 
1889. wol. 1327, 9. 64, recorded November 18, 1891; land and buildings on . 
“Smith Street, mortgage taken by Society and discharge, vol. 1333, p. 360, a 
recorded February 2, 1892; vol. 1710, p. 500, recorded July 14, 1903; Land 
and buildings on Pine Hill, mortgage assigned to Society, vol: 13945 > pe : 
390, recorded November 17, 1893; vol. 1860, ». 381, recorded January | oom 
1907; mortgage taken by Society and discharge, vol. 1660, p. 444, regorded 
January 29, 1907; vol. 1916, p. 292, recorded April 8, 1908, land and 
building corner of Empire Street, mortgage and discharge! vol. 1394, ops 7 
392. recorded November 17, 1893; vol. 1465, p. 533, recorded December 10, © 
1895; land and buildings in lynn, five mortgages assigned to society, Volum 
1482, p. 271, recorded September 7, 1894; discharges, vol. 2425,)p. O9Giamm 
recorded August 30, 1919; vol. 1825, p. 525, recorded June 9, 1206;s0aas 
2579, p. 226: vol. 1250, v. 377, recorded November 16, 1923; vols 770m 
267, recorded November 2, 1903; land and buildings on Robinson Street in 
Saugus Centre, assignment of mortgage and discharge, vol. 1498, p. 528, 
recorded December 15, 1896; vol. 1548, pv. 17, recorded May 10, 1898; lamas 
and buildings on Groveland Street, mortgage and discharge, vol. 1570) pia 
227, recorded February 17, 1899; vol. 1940, p. 465, recorded Marcha 
1908; land and buildings on Commercial Street, mortgage taken by Society & 
and discharge, vol. 1585, p. 323, recorded September 25, 1e07 wae 1735, | 
p. 533, recorded March 19, 1904; land and buildings on Union Place, mortoum 
gage and discharge, vol. 1599, p. 100, recorded January 10, 19005 vole 
1688, p. 551, recorded October 29, 1902; land and buildings on Otegear 
Avenue, Swampscott, mortgage, vol. 1756, p. 546, recorded October 14, 
1904; vrivate way from Nahant Street known as Nahant Place, purchase, vol. 
1847, p. 29, recorded October 17, 1906; purchase of real and’ personal 
property in trust, vol. 1902, p. 393, recorded December 11,1907 jaa 
and buildings on Western Avenue, mortgage and discharge, vol. 2097, p. 
206, recorded July 20, 1911; vol. 2298, p. 450, recorded July 2055 Game 
land and buildings at corner of Verona Street and Fairview Avenue, mortgage 
taken by Society and discharge, vol. 2278, p. 365, recorded November 6, 
1914; vol. 2615, p.. 597, recorded May 7, 1924; land and Dulidaneawom 
Howard Street, sale without record of previous purchase, vol. 2534, p. 4 
198, recorded October 31, 1922; land and buildings on Beach Bluff Avenue; 
Swemoscoun. mortgage, phere: recording of mortgage, and foreclosure, volyaa 
2550, p. 471, recorded April 26, 1923; vol. 2561, p. 524, recorded Julyaieam 
1923; yol. 5174, p. 240, recorded February 24, 1939; land and buildings on 
Common Avenue pore of mortgage and discharge, vol. 2639, p. 242) neem 
corded May 29, 1925; vol. 2736, p. 521, recorded September 8, 1927: land 
and buildings at corner of Humphrey Street and Pilgrim Road, Marblehead, 
mortgage, vol. 2642, p. 295, recorded June 9, 1925; land and buildings 
on Kensington Lane, Swampscott, two mortgages, vol. 2739, vp. 111-112, 
recorded September 21, 1927; land and buildings at corner of Chestnut 
and Bowler Streets, mortgage and discharge, vol. 2744, p. 76, recorded 
October fe, Llo/7s vols SO5T, », BOS, recorded Octoper 4. 1935; land and 
buildings on Mansfield Street, mortgage and foreclosure, vol. 2800, p. 450, 


7% 


I 
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recorded March 28, 1929; vol. 3090, p. 565, recorded October 28, 1936; 
grant by power of attorney to Parish, affidavit of grant, and sale, vol. 
3090, p. 565, recorded October 28, 1936; vol. 3070, p. 566, recorded 
October 28, 1956; vol. 3126, p. 586, recorded October 23, 1937; land and 


buildings on Euclid Avenue, mortgage, vol. 2907, p. 497, recorded January 


6, 1932; land and buildings on Mt. Pleasant Street, mortgage, Parish, vol. 
2907, p. 498, recorded January 6, 1932; land and buildings on Rand Street, 
mortgage, vol. 2097, p. 498, recorded January 6, 1932; strip of land at 
end of Nahant Place, purchase, vol. 3068, p. 279, recorded March 31, 1936; 
land on Mansfield Street, tax release to Parish, vol. 3139, p. 573, re- 
@orded March 24, 1938. ; 


Record of Incorporation on file in the Secretary of State's Office, 
Boston: Change of name from First Universalist Society of Lynn to 
First Universalist Parish of Lynn, book 97, p. 280, approved March Bo. 
1908. . 


134. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF ORANGE (Union Meeting House) , 
1853--, North Main Street, Orange. 


In 1833, a Union Meetinghouse was built on the East side of North 
Main Street in Orange under an arrangement that the Baptists and Orthodox 
Congregationalists were to occupy it half the time and the Unitarians and 
Universalists the other half. In September 1851, about 50 Universalists, 
of whom 11 were pewholders in the Union Meetinghouse, signed a statement 
announcing their intention to form a Universalist society. Two months 
later, in November 1851, the First Universalist Society was formally 
organized. Rev. Joseph Hemphill was chosen pastor and remained until 1855. 
Thereafter until 1858, the society was without a pastor. In 1856 and again 
in 1857, the Universalist convention was held in the Union Meetinghouse. 
In the latter year, the building was moved across the street to its present 
location and at the same time repairs and alterations were made. Ownership 
of the structure was still vested in the "Proprietors of the Orange Meeting 
House," although the Universalists seemed to be in full control. In 1873, 
a@ parsonage was built and dedicated. This building was kept up until 1900, 
when it was sold, because it was too expensive to maintain. On May 28, 
1888, the vroprietors of the meetinghouse voted to deed all the property 
held by them to the First Universalist Society. In 1936, the organ was 
rebuilt by the Universalist Parish of North Dana (see entry 52). 


See: D. Herbert Harrington, clerk and treasurer, "History of the 
First Universalist Society in Orange;" also Mrs. Grace M. Weymouth, 
"Wistorical Sketch of First Universalist Society of Orange," in Orange 
Historical Society; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 95 for picture of church. 
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Minutes of proprietors of the Union Meetinghouse, with names and war- 
rants of proprietors, pew owners, value of pew, 1855-88, 2 vols., water—— 
soaked and in poor condition, in custody of Orange Historical Society 
Museum, North Main Street, Orange; Minutes of society, with constitution, 
charter members, list of pewholders, warrants for meetings, reports of 


treasurer and committees, 1851--, 2 vols ; Register: membership, baptisms, © 
. : $ } 

marriages, deaths, attendance, lists of pastors, deacons, parish officeragm 

Sunday School superintendents, 1859--, 1 vol.; above two items are in the 


custody of Mr. D. Herbert Harrington, clerk and treasurer, 237 North Main 
Street, Orange. 


Property recordings at Franklin County Registry of Deeds, Greenfield: | 
Original site on east side of North Main Street, purchase, vol. 208, pp. 
21-23, recorded March 24, 1857; present site on west side of North Main 
Street, north of Town Hall, purchase and 3 purchases of adjacent lands, 
sale by "Probrietors of Orange Meeting House" to the First Universalist 5 
Society of Orange, release of interest in land and pews, by 18 pew holders 
and sale of strip of land, vol. 209, p. 98, recorded June 17 | 1857} yee 
269, p. 145, recorded April 13, 1869; vol. 262, p. 345; recorded (Marci aims 
1867; vol. 273, p. 49, vecorded May 22, 1869; vol. 390,, ps Sat, Tecoewes 
July 18, 1888; vol. 403, p. 390, recorded January 8, 1890; volves 402 ae 
391, recorded January 8, 1890; vol. 576, »p. 341, recorded October 29, Oia 
mortgage and discharge, vol. 371, p. 172, recorded September 13, 1889; vol. 
O71, po. 172, recorded March 5, 1915; parsonage on North Main Street, purciem 
and sale, vol. S591, p. 234, recorded April 6, 18873 vol. 477: (D2 i352 0eaee 


pis 


corded November 8, 1°00. 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name from First 
Congregational Parish and Society of Orange to Second Universalist Society — 
of Orange, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1868, ch. 170, approved May 1, 1868. 


135. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1834-ca. 1837 (defunct), Holland. ‘4 
The 1836 Directory lists this society as organized in 1834. It is 

not listed after 1837. 
No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


136. UNEIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1834-57 (defunct), East Bridgewater. 
A Universalist society was formed here in 1834 by Mr. Lewis Keith and 


others who met in Mr. Keith's home at irregular intervals. In 1840, serv- — 
ices were transferred to the newly completed Town Hall. Rev. Elmer Hewitt f 
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ed to the group on many occasions. Rev 


of Hanson (see entry 1023) nreach 
ra ir settled pyvastor in 1848, and served until 1850 
C 


Edwin i oe became their 

In 1851, a meetinghouse was erected on the highway through the center vil- 
lage ona as where the Crombie le had formerly stood. The meeting- 
house wes dedicated October 1, 1851, with Rev. Nathaniel Gunnison of 


Abington (see entry 156) Serena it ih sermon In 1857, the meetinghouse 
was foreclosed by Jebina Keith who vresumably leased it to the Methodists 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Eviscopal Archives in 


Massachusetts) and the Universalist society disbanded 


’ 


No records have been found , 


Proverty recordings at Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Plymouth: 
Site of meetinghouse, purchase, mortgage and notice of entry by mortgagee, 
moo, p loz, recorded August 17, 1854; vol .260, p 1251, recorded 
Beeteue t/, 1OD4:+vol. 279, p. 190), recorded May. 4.1857, 


137. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1834-80 (defunct), Middle Street, 
Newburyport - 


8 


The First Universalist Society was organized December 26, 1834. A 
mectinghouse on Middle Street was built in 1840 Church organization, 
Pauaver. did not take place until November 16, 1842, when the Rev 
Sylvanus Cobb officiated at the services of recognition. Among those who 
served the society were. Revs. William M Fernald, first settled pastor, 
Edward A. Baton, Darius Forbes, Daniel M Reed, James Shrigley and Willard 
Spaulding Rev Anson Titus, Jr. is the last pastor listed by the 1866 
Directory. The society presumably functioned until 1880, when the church 
was sold at auction. 


ee: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, November 22, 1834, March 


—ae a Mazo. net Be a S| 


ees, October 1, 1842 
No ee have been found, 


Proverty recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Site of church, purchase, and vurchase of additional land, 
eontract for erection of church, transfer to and. from Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, sale at auction) \vyory Vole, bs 2356, .recoraed 
Gere eo 140 vol, 318, p. 191, recorded May 6, 1840; vol. S21, p 


141, recorded October 14, 1840; vol. 979, p 54, nae June.26,7 18773 
Worveross, 0. 64, recorded November 26, 1879; vol 1032, p. 252; recorded 


Porcn 7, 1880, 
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138, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY IN PETERSHAI#, 1835-55 (defunct), 
Petersham. 


Universalism came to Petersham in 1835 by way of missionary preaching: 
In 1836, the society was organized. A meetinghouse was built on the 
southwest end of the Comnon in 1838. The next year, Rev. John Howard 
Willis came as regular minister, staying to 1842. After 1846, preaching 
was by supply pastors, and finally in 1855, the property was sold to the 
Petersham Baptist Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives 
smal Massachusetts) and the society disbanded. The building was later 
destroyed by fire. The site is now occupied in part by the Historical 
Society, which has i s possession the original communion silver of the 
First Universalist. Soc 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, February 3, 1838. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Worcester Count y, South District, Registry ior 

Deeds, Worcester: Sale of pew, vol. 347, pp. 565-46, recorded April 7, 
1840; land in center of ‘town, sale, reserving the meetinghouse, vol. 538, 

p. 322, recorded February 15, 1850; same, sale, and assigning use of 

meetinghouse to Petersham Baptist Society, vol. 538, p.  5é5,,/ recorded 

January 13, 1855; same, sale, without reservations, vol. 867, ov. 3, re- 
corded February 24,.1872. No record of original purchase) found, 


169. ,UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, .ca., 1835-37, 1896-58 (defuncaian 
Hopkinton. 


The 1837 Directory reports that a society was organized here the 
previous year, and that it hed no pastor. There Me no further listing 
4bi1 1857. In that year the Directory indicates a new society was organ= 
iged with Rey, Carlos Marston as pastors It as ae again in 1858, and 
not thereafter. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 19, 1835. 
No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 
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5 (merged) , 
and Locust 


——— 


corner of Main Street (now Massachusetts Avenue 
Avenue, (East) Lexington. 


140. HIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN LEXINGTON, ca. 1835-6 


The constitution and bylaws of this society were adonted in April, 
1845, but an organization had been in existence in East Lexington since 
about 1835. A meetinghouse was built on the corner of Main Street (now 
Massachusetts Avenue) and Locust Avenue in 1840. The Rev. James M. Usher 
was the first permanent pastor, serving for 5 years. The congregation 
was Composed of members from both Lexington and Arlington, but inthe same 
year the First Universalist Society in West Cambridge (now Arlington) (see 
entry 80) was formed and the members from that section joined their home 
organization causing a decrease in the membership of the original church. 
In the 1840's a bitter feud broke out in the towm among the different 
societies due to difficulties over the Ministerial Fund. The new religious 
organizations in the town hed sought aid from this fund, but were refused. 
In 1845, the various societies in the town came to e mutual agreement 
whereby the income of the fund was divided on the basis of taxable property 
1eld by each member of each society. 


#rom 1859 to 1863, the organization could not afford a permanent 
Pee eorvend 1n March of the latter ye the congregation voted to join with 
the Second Congregational Society of Fast Lexington (see forthcoming 

one in ssachusetts), under the following 

Pettis ens: Each society to retain its legal existence and organization; 
the place of worship to be determined by a vote of the two societies; the 
amount received from the income of the funds by both societies to be ap- 
Mropriated towards the support of worship in the house which shall be 
Selected, and such additional sums as may be necessary to be raised the 
Present year by subscriptions, and afterward in a manner to be determined 
DyeinesjO1Nt action of the societies; the supply of the pulpit while vacant 
to be in charge of the two narish committees in concert; any engagement of 
Peetieter for 4 length of time or for a settlement to be made by joint 
vote; the proprietors of the pews, in the church to be selected as the 
place of meeting, invite the members of the other society to take seats in 
their pews at vleasure; this arrangement to continue for 1 year with the 
understanding that if it is found mutually satisfactory, it shall continue. 


lot 
c 


a 


ve 
ae 
air. 
a 
peal as Ge) 


After 2 years under this arrangement, both churches desired ea complete 
union, and on March 30, 1865, the merged societies incorporated under the 
name of the Church of the Redeemer (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in Massachusetts). The Universalist building was sold to St. 
Briget's Roman Catholic Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic 
Archives in Massachusetts), who used it for a short while and then sold it 
to the town to be used as a fire station. The last pastor was Rev. W. T. 


See: Miss Gertrude Pierce, "Earliest Records of the East Village 
Church and People," t. ms., 9 pp-, in file #5100 at Lexington Historical 
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Society, Lexington; Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 14, 1839, 
March 14, 1840. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Fast Cambridge: Site of church, purchase and sale, vol. 395, p: 
450, recorded June 13, 1840; vol. 961, p. 50, recorded December 18, 186055) 


Record of legislative enactments: Provision for equitable distribu- 
tion of income of the Lexington Ministerial Fund, Massachusetts Special 
Laws, 1845, ch. 112, approved March 11, 1845; act to unite the First 
see ES ee and Second Congregational Societies, Ibid., 1865, ch. 1203 
approved March 30, 1865. 


141. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY IN CHICOPEE (First Universalist 
Society in Cabotville in the town of Springfield), 1835-ca. 
1885 (defunct), Market Square, Chicopee. 


This organization came into existence in 1835, and the following 
year a wooden building was erected on Market Square. The building housed® 
stores on the ground floor and the Universalists conducted services on 
the second floor. Rev. Charles Spear, formerly associated with the 
Universalist societies in Brewster and Chatham (see entries 81 and 87), 
served the society from 1835 to 1836. The building was sold to the 
Second Advent Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Adventist Archives in q 
Massachusetts), in 1872, but the society continued in existence until 
about 1885, when it Pi aperaed, 


see: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 10, 1836. 


ilase, Pub, Doc. No. 52, p. 129, cites records 1845-85, but no records 
have been found. .. 


Property recordings at Hampden County Registry of Deeds, Springfield, 
Church site, purchase, transfers, partial sale and sale, vol. 101, p. 46) 
recorded March 4, 1837; vol. 254, p. 534, recorded August 4, 18657 vol 
293, p. 14, recorded April 20, 1872; vol. 405, p. 16, recorded May 10, 1684 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name from First 
Universalist Society in Cabotville in the town of Springfield to First’ 
Universalist Society in Chicopee, Massachusetts Special Laws; 1853, chy 
evo, approved May 4. 1653, 


i 
¥ 


ERE - 
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142, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1835-1904 (defunct), (West) 
Cummington. 


This society was organized in Cummington's West Village in about 
1835. In 1839, a council of Universalist Churches, which the following 
year became the Winchester Association (see entry 15), was held there. 
Rev. Almond Wood Meson became pastor before 1841, and a meetinghouse was 
built, on land donated by Charles Shaw in 1845. In the years just before 
1880, services had lapsed, but in 1880 an effort at revival was made and 
the church steeple was repaired as part of the program. The effort met 
with little success, however, and the society again. became dormant with 
infrequent periods of activity down to 1904, when the church property 
was sold and the society disbanded. 


cee: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, October 30, 1847. 


Megs, Fub. Docs No. 52, pp. 129, cites records; 1840-85, but no rec- 
ords have been found. 


Property recordings at Hamoshire County Registry of Deeds, 
Northampton: Site of meetinghouse, purchase, transfer, and sale, vol. 74, 
Oe. /4, recorded April 4, 1834; vol. 578, p. 327, recorded January 50, 
PCa vol, O78, p. 365, recorded January 30, 1904. 


143. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN BEVERLY, 1835--,° 3 Judson Street, 
Beverly. 


Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, then minister of the First Parish in Malden, 
Universalist (see entry 31), preached the first Universalist sermon in 
Beverly in 1833. This service was held in the Town Hall. ‘Two weeks 
later, the Rev. Mr. Cobb preached again. He was followed sometime after- 
wards by Rev. Hosea Ballou and others. Considerable opposition was mani- / 


“fested by other inhabitants, and one man, a deacon, "was wont to lean 


against the stone post outside the hall and frown down the wicked habit of 
going to Universalist meetings." Some years earlier, in 1810, the First 
Parish Church in Beverly (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives 
in Massachusetts), which had become Unitarian in sympathy, had refused 
admission to Joseph Woodberry and his wife because of his reputed faith 
in the doctrine of Universal salvation. Although refused, the pastor was 
instructed to write Mr. and Mrs. Woodberry in behalf of the First Parish 
"expressive of their desire to cultivate Christian fellowship with them, 
and their hope, that on understanding the ground of proceedings in the 
case, the brethren will not, for a moment, harbor the thought that there 
is any diminution of their love toward them," 


A reading room was established in 1855, located on Cabot Street, 
where not only Universalist but other religious papers and books were kept. 
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On February 17, 1840, the parish was formally organized at a meeting in 
the Town Hall. Rev. John Prince wes engaged as regular supply and 
reached for about a year. In 1841, when a new Town Hall was built, the A 
Universalists tried to transfer their meetings to it, but were prevented — 
from doing so for 2 years. The society discussed building its own church 
but decided to wait a year. The orthodox opposition was more afraid of ~ 
this than letting the Universalists use the Town Hall. One pastor is 
quoted as saying, "We must keep them where they are, and not let them aor 
beyond the hall." In this year, the Sunday School and the Beverly Female 
Universalist Aid Society were organized. Rev. Charles H, Webster was 
ordained on June 24, 1843, and remained as minister for 1 year. He had = 
studied under a fellow minister in Salem 


In 1845, a subscription was raised for a building and proprietors of} 
the church chosen. The building, located at 6 Thorndike Street, in the 
rear of the present City Hall, was dedicated June 18, 1846, and was managed’ 
by the proprietors until 1863, when it was conveyed to the society. In ~ 
1858, the church organization was formed. The old building was sold in © 
1893, and the present church on Judson Street erected. It is a large bull 
ing, Gothic in style, with a bell tower ia 


# 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 9 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 63 for picture of church, "75th Aniversarys 
of the Universelist Church Fittingly Observed on Sunday," a newspaper . 
clipping, in possession of Miss Irene Stiles, clerk, 471 Cabot Street, am 
Beverly. a 
ha 
Minutes of parish, with constitution and bylaws, 1875--, 2 vols. ing 
custody of the Rev. Stanley Gates Spear, minister, in his study) 20 
Thorndike Street, Beverly; minutes of parish committee, 1929--, 2 voleuuum 
Minutes of Church, 1858--, 3 vols., both in custody of Miss Irene Stiles, 
secretary-treasurer, 471 Cabot Street, Beverly; Minutes of Ladies Aid 
Society (formerly Beverly Female Universalist Aid Society), 1843-90, fil 
1903-18, 1920--, 14 vols,, 11 vols, wrapped in one bundle, in custody uaeus 
the Rev. Mr. Spear, and current volumes in possession and custody of Mrs 
Dominich, secretary, 31 Stone Street, Beverly; Register: church member 
1858--, pastors 1845--, deacons 1858--, suverintendents 1843--, baptisms, 
marriages 1872--, deaths 1891--, 1 vol., above two items in custody of © 
the Rev. Mr. Spear; Receivts and expenditures, 1899--, 3 vols., first an 
volume in custody of Rev. Mr. Spear, later volumes in possession and : 
custody of Mr. George Smith, treasurer, 11 Pickett Street, Beverly; Re- 
ceipts and expenditures of Sunday School, 1926--, 2 vols., in custody of 


Property recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: Land 
Thorndike Street, purchase, deed confirming purchase and sale, vol. Seaam 
p- 205, recorded August 19, 1841; vol. 660, p. 119, record@ed December 21, 
1863; vol.'1583, p. 227, recorded July 26, 1893; mortgage and discharge, 
vol. 527, p. 158, recorded October 13, 1841; vol. 1152, p. 183, recorded. 
June 12, 1885; vol. 1376, p. 281, recorded May 18, 1893; vols 1383, peu 
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recorded July 25, 1893; land on Judson Street, purchases, vol. 1396, p. 
225, recorded November 28, 1893; vol. 1399, » 17, recorded December 20, 
1893; mortgage and discharge on all land on Judson Street, vol. 1406, p. 
209, recorded April 4, 1894; vol. 1406, p 209, recorded March 24, 1897; 
mortgage and discharge, vol 1507, p. 496, recorded March 29, 1897; vol 
1507, p. 496, recorded May 5, 1911; mortgage and discharge, vol. 2469, p 
‘O08, recorded December 3, 1920; vol. 2547, p 23, recorded March 19, 1923; 
mortgage, vol. 2547, p. 23, recorded March 19, 1923; land on Bridge 
Street, purchase and sale, vol. 2019, p 137, recorded May 3, 1910; vol 
2006, p. 369, recorded August 28, 1915 


144, FIRST UNIVERSALIS? SOCIETY IN YARMOUTH , 1835--, Church Street, 
Yarmouth 


A few Universalist sermons had been preached in Yarmouth before Rev 
Abraham Norwood, minister of the Universalist Society in Brewster (see 
‘entry 87), began preaching there, at first occasionally and then regularly. 
He was first called to Yarmouth, probably in 1835, to officiate at a 
funeral. That same evening he lectured ina hall, making arrangements to 
return and preach upon a future Sunday. He continued to preach there oc- 
casionally to increasing congregations. "At first," he writes in his 
autobiography, "the meetings were small, with no singing and very few 
females, but they generally increased until the hall was crowded, the 
Singing good, and the females occupied their full share. Numbers were 
converted from the other sects. Deacon Josenvh Hawes, an aged and excel- 
lent man, was cast out of the orthodox church for attending and praying 
at our meeting." 


There were six meetinghouses in Yarmouth, but the Universalists were 
unable to secure the use of any of these for their services. Consequently, 
on October 15, 1835, those persons desiring to promote the preaching of 
Universalism met and proposed to erect a meetinghouse of their own, which 
was to be available for the use of any other faith when not occupied by 
the Universalists. One hundred shares of stock were sold at $15 a share 
On December 5, 1835, the society took a deed of Mr. Joseph Hawes for 42 
rods of land on whet is now Church Street in Yarmouthport, giving him in 
return an agreement to convey a pew in the meetinghouse which was to be 


erected. 


When the meetinghouse was completed, a legal meeting was called of 
all believers in Universalism, on October 31, 1836, in District School- 
house #2, and the First Universalist Society in Yarmouth was formed. A 
constitution, signed by 30 individuals, was adopted and arrangements were 
made with the Rev. Mr. Norwood to preach half the time during the ensuing 
year. 


a ewneew rere 


1, Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage Of B Pi levi pulse 
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The Hee eat ie was dedicated on November 24 of that year; Rev. | 
Thomas Whittemore delivering the dedication address The building was a 


plain Ae nates with a clock tower, belfry and steeple. 3 


After the Rev ip Norwood left Ene ae in 1837, the society; aa 
Yarmouth called Rev John Nelson Parker as its first resident Ministery 
astorate which he meld until 1841.1 Services were held for the greater 
vart of each year until 1845, after which time the pulpit was supplied b; 
ministers from neighboring towns for a period of 6 years,’ Lt te reporte 
that in 1851, the church had been closed for some time, and Rev. Rufus ® 
Pope of Syenes is guoted as saying that Universalism in Yarmouth was 
"dead beyond hope of resurrection, buried, and waiting the erection or 
monument."& But the Rev Mr. Pope proved to be hasty in his prophecy. 
For that year there was a revival of interest, and subscriptions were 
solicited for the purpose of securing a resident minister for a year, 
Carlos Marston was called to the pastorate at.a salary of $400- He was 
ordained that year at a session of the Barnstable County Association of 
Universalists, which met at Yarmouth, and he remained with the society @ 
til 1855. Because the society had neglected to hold annual meetings, 
had lost its corporate standing, and on April 5, 1852, a meeting was @ 
in order that the society might again’be incorporated. A new constitut) 
and bylaws were orepared, which were adopted at a meeting held on April| 


The First Universalist Church in Yarmouth was formed on November 79 
1869, during the pastorate of Rev. Varnum Lincoln. After the Rev. Mra 
Lincoln left Yarmouth in 1871, the pulpit was supplied for a time by the 
Rev. Mr Pope The meetinghouse was then closed for repairs, and was Te: 
opened in the spring of 1873, when Rev. Cyrus Augustus Bradley became 7 
minister of ue church» During his pastorate, the society and chureh 
merged, and a new constitution and bylaws were adopted. Following the § 
Rev lir. Bradley's retirement in 1890, services were held during the sum- 
mer months only for a number of years, In 1921, the society transferred 
its property to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9). 


in 19351, Rev. George B. Spurr came as a supply minister. In 2oaems 


whe society joined the Cape Cod Confetence of Unitaria: , Universalist ana 
other Liveral Christian Churches (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian 
Archives in favenaiuse atta), 8 nd in 1934, the society affiliated with ® 
American Unitarian Association, still retaining, however, its Universa 
connection 


That same year, 1934, a parish house was built, funds fer this purp 
havi ng deen odtained from a legacy of Mrs. Emma Matthews Goss, through lo 


a Sr A Ra RR RY A Se ae 


1. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, Yarmouth 1port Semi-centennial, November 2 


L586), tne 9 aca (Capé Cod #1) 
(LOU, hp .  UCeneo Cod el) 


— 
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made by the American Unitarian Association and the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, and by individual subscriptions. 


The society celebrated its "era enAG fromiAugust 9-t0o.16, 1936, with 
a large numoer of descendents of the founders or early Bitendance present 
Rev. Donald Guy Lothrop, a direct at scendent of Rev. John Lothrop, the 
first minister of Barnstable, Rev. Ulysses Summer Milburn, Rev. George 
Francis Patterson, and Rev. Albert Charles Dieffenbach Gelivered addresses 
in recognition of the centennial celebration. 


The Willing Workers, an orgenization formed in 1932, succeeded an 
informal group, the Ladies’ Sewing Circle, which had met for many years. 
In 1936, the Willing Workers affiliated with the General Alliance of 
Unitarian and other Liberal Christian Women. The Church School was re- 
organized in 1932, under the euspices of a Church School Council, 


wee: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 23 for victure of church; Trumpet and 
Universalist Megazine, June 5, 1830; November 12, 1836; and September 2, 
mB Sy « 


Minutes of society, 1835-45, 1851-88, 1932--, with constitutions and 
lists of proprietors, shareholders te ministers, also documents relative 


to organization meeting (loose sheets inside volumes), 1835-45, with 
historical sketch, new constitution and receints end expenditures for 1851, 
1851-88, 4 vols., earlier volumes in custody of Rev. George B. Spurr, 
Hyannisport, Mass., current volume in custody of.Mrs. Agnes H. Cash, clerk, 
Yarmouth; Minutes of church and society, with constitutions and registe 
of baptisms and deaths, scattered, 1869-1°10, : MOL, 22 custody of nc 
George B. Spurr, Hyannisport; Minutes of church school council, with 
receipts and expenditures, 1964-9" ivorl, in custody. or firs: Flora Tt. 
Tripp, secretary-treasurer, Yarmouth; Minutes of Willing Workers, with 
eonstitution, 1952--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. Elsie S. Tingley, secre- 
tary, Yarmouth; Receipts and expenditures of society, 1936--, 1 vol., in 
custody of Mrs. Olive H. Stobbart, treasurer, Yarmouth; receipts and ex- 
penditures of Willing Workers. 1932--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Ellen 
M. Nickerson. treasurer, Yarmouthport; Receipts and expenditures of church 
school, with register of officers, te ost and pupils, and attendance 
records, 1932--, 2 vols., in custody of Miss Henneh Knowles, superintendent, 
Yarmouthport. 


Property recordings at Barnsteble County Registry of Deeds, 
Barnstable: Church Street, vurchase, sale to Massachusetts Universali 
Convention and notice of filing of netition in Land Court, vol, 15, ok 
148, recorded December 5, 1835; vol. 578, p. 427, peopel May 19, (L921: 
Wo. 076, p. 488, recorded June 15, 1921. 
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145. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1836-1838 (defunct), Rutland. 


The 1836 Directory lists a society in Rutland, with 100 members, 
In A History of Rutland, published that year, the author states that 
soon after the parish church burned in 1830, "there was an effort meade 
to organize a Universalist society, but it failed, though they had 
preaching at intervals for a year or two. "1 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


146. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1836-ca. 1837 (defunct), (North) 
Dennis. 


About 1836, when Rev. Abraham Norwood organized the First eis)! 
Universalist Society in South Dennis (see entry 149), he preached also 
in East and North Dennis, the services being held in schoolhouses. In 
North Dennis he reorganized a society which had long remained dormant. 
If this society continued.in existence after the Rev. Mr. Norwood left 
the Cave in 1837, it was vrobably served by ministers from neighboring 
varishes. t was never listed in the Directory. 


No records have been found. 
No property recordings have been found. 


147, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ea. 1836-ca. 1853, Erving 


A Universalist society was organized here in 1836. According to 
the Directory, Rev. 0. W. Bacon was pastor in 1847-48 and Rev. John 
[Howard | Willis served the society from 1850-53. The society is not 
listed after 1853 

No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


ib Jones Reed, A History of Rutland, pv. 174. 
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148. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca, 1836-ca. 1857 (defunct), Carver 


“an 


Information as to when the Universalist society in Carver was formed, 
and how long it existed, is not available. The only entry in the Directory 
occurs in 1836, with a statement that no returns were received from the 
society. For a time, the Universalists held meetings in the old South 
Meetinghouse When this building became Bates Hall, and was no longer 
used for religious purposes, the heirs of the proprietors replaced it 
Inventory of Federated Archives in Massachusetts), and here various de- 
nominations held services. The Universalists are revorted to have held 
services during the year 1856-57.1 No dates of the formation or the dis- 
solution of this society are available- In the 1857 Directory, a group 
is listed for South Carver, using a Union Meetinghouse- 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found § 


149 FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF SOUTH DENNIS, 1836-60 (defunct), 
South Dennis Road, (South) Dennis. 


The First Universalist Society of South Dennis was organized in 1836, 
due largely to the missionary activity of Rev. Abraham Norwoode There had 
been little Universalist preaching in South Dennis prior to the Rev. Mr 
Norwood's first visit there, which occurred during his pastorate in 
Brewster (1833-37) (see entry 87), and which he describes vividly in his 


autobiography ; 
"Having no engagement on a Sabbath, I went there without notice or 
imyaveation on a.Friday.. . Notice was given, and in the evening I 


preached in an academy to a very small audience. On the next evening, the 
audience was larger, The orthodox minister, Mr. [John] Sanford, preached 
there the next morning. After he had stated the arrangement of his dis- 
course, he discovered me among his hearers and spoke nearly an hour against 
Universalism. In the afternoon, my turn came, and I examined his discourse 
and gave a reply. In the evening, Mr. Sanford gave another discourse there, 
and thus Universalism found its way amidst showers of partialism."@ He 
continued preaching there occasionally, sometimes steadily until he left 
the Cape in 1837, by which time the society had been organized. During 

the same period, he preached also in other sections of Dennis, reorganizing 
[ a society in North Dennis (see entry 146). 


In 1840, the society erected a Colonial meetinghouse, topped by a 


opremunere near to 


1 Henry 8 Griffith, History of the Town of Carver, pp. 185-86 
2. Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim, p 223 
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steeple and weathervane. Captain John Baker had donated a part of his 
farm. about 500 feet north of Frances Baker Square, on the right side of 
the South Dennis Road, for as long as it should be used by the society, 


Services were conducted, almost entirely, by ministers who served 
several other parishes at the same time. However, Rev. Henry W. Rugg 
was a resident minister from 1854 to 1855, having been ordained in the 
parish: The last resident minister was Rev, J. E. Carghill, who served 


in 1858, 


The society existed less than half a’century, After services were 
discontinued, the building was sold and converted into a dance hall. Later 
it was sold, moved to Dennisport and converted into a store, which has 
since beendestroyed by fire, 


See: Trumpet and Universal Magazine, December 5, 1835s 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, 
Barnstable: Purchase deed dated January 23, 1840, vol 115, p. 200, re- 
corded November 10, 1873, No recording of sale found. 


150, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1836-ca. 1871 (defunct), Colrain, 


The Universalist society in Colrain was probably organized prior to 
1856, although the exact dates of its formation and dissolution are not 
available. In 1843, Rev, Alson Scott became minister and was succeeded 
the following year by Rev. W. Wilcox... Two years later, in 1846, the 
society is reported in the Directory as having a new meetinghouse. It 
is probable that the Rev. Mr, Wilcox served the society until 1850, al- 
though the society is not listed in the 1845 Directory, and his name is 
omitted in the Directory the following year, He is again listed as pastor 
of the society from 1847 to 1850. The society is not listed from 185) toe 
1870, when it reported having services every fourth Sunday. It does not 
appear thereafter in the Directory. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


151. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH IN HOLLISTON (Pirst Society of 
Universalist Christians in Holliston; First Universalist Society 


in Holliston) 1836-67, 1888-1905 (defunct) , Washington Street, 
Holliston. 


It is reported that in 1824, there were 21 families in Holliston of 


dll 
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Universalist belief. The Universalist Society of Holliston was organized 
May 31, 1836- A meetinghouse was built on Washington Street and dedicated 
January 9, 1839. Rev. Josiah W. Talbot became the first pastor.serving 

for an unknown period services ceased about 1863- The church building 
was occupied by the Baptist Church of Holliston (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts), from 1863-67, when the Universalists 
sold the building to the Grand Army of the Republic, and it ‘Was moved down 
the street» In 1891, the Universalist revived and met in Grand Army Hall, on 
Exchange Street, with Rev William Whitney serving as pastor Services 
were held on Sunday afternoons» The society was dormant in 1903, but again 
revived for 1 year or 2 before passing out of existence 


‘ 


ec: Trumpet) and Universalist Magazine, July 8, 1837, September 17, 


| 2 Oe Minutes, with members, preamble and constitution, 1836-67, 1888-1901, 
2 VYOLS;, 1n possession of the Universalist Historical Society, at Tufts 
College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole 


| Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase, mortgage and discherge, 

Se paeLe. vol? 6660 ps O62,,. recorded, March 14,,1854;.. vol... 767, p..352, re- 
PrrccamenMidw eo. L857: vols, 1307, p..605,.. recorded, May..25..,.1874:. vol. 


an 


1014, p. 473, recorded July 30, 1867 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 86, p %65; certificate of in- 
Gorporation, book 68, pv. 4098, granted April 28, 1890. 


152, WEST AMESBURY UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Merrimac Universalist 
Society), 1836-1914 (defunct), Hast Main Street, Merrimac 


Some of the members of this society had previously attended the 
services of the Universalist Society in Amesbury Mills (see entry 60), 
but lived in West Amesbury (now Merrimac). The distance was so great, 
however, that they later decided to worship in the Congregational Church 
(see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) , 
located in what is now called Merrimac. 


A controversy arose in the Congregational Church in regard to 
erecting a new church; the younger members desired to do so, the older mem- 
bers were against it The result was that the Universalist members withdrew 
and built a church edifice, land for which was donated by Jonathan 3B 
Sargent, an influential man of the town. The church was situated on what 
is now Fast Main Street, a short distance beyond the present bus station 
The church was occupied first in November 1837. It was a plain wooden 


obe 
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pbuilding, nearly square in design, with two front entrances, a low Gothic 
spire, no bell. There were long, small-naned windows, a singer's gallery 
in the front of the auditorium and a pipe organ. 


The church prospered for a while but later the neighborhood began to 
change, many of the industrial activities moved to Amesbury. Older members 
died, and others moved away. Consequently it became increasingly difficult © 
to raise funds for the support of the church, In 1920, it was sold and F 
demolished. 


The first settled pastor was Rev. Eldredge G. Brooks who preached from 
1837-39, In 1870, the First Universalist Society of Amesbury joined the 
West Amesbury Society to secure the services of Rev. Nathan R. Wright. He 
preached in one church in the morning and the other in the afternoon. His 
salary was augmented by the use of a horse and buggy, which was supplied 
jointly by the two churches. The Rev. Mr Wright's pastorate continued up 
to the early part of 1873. No services were held after 1914, For the 
last 20 years of its existence, there was no settled minister, but supplies 
filled the pulpit, though not regularly. The last permanent minister was 
Rev. Henry Jewell 


See: Church Seu Book, History and Directory of First Universalist 
Parish of Amesbury an roe by Rev. Edwin L. Noble le (Amesbury, 
Cathedral Publishing sare , 1932), 14 op ; Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, 
September 3, 1836; May 20, 1837; November 10, 1838; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, 
Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Masanonee tine p53 for 


picture or churen. 


Mass. Pub. Doc, No. 52, p 130, cites records 1840-85, but no rec-— 
ords have been found | 


Property recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: Church 
site, purchase and sale for taxes, vol. 1828, p. 112, recorded June 18, 
1906: vol. 27689, p. 538, recorded January 7, AVES 


here UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY , @: 1836-ca; 1914 (defunct) , Spring 
Street, (West) Wrentham 


As early as 1825, Rev. Barton Ballou was conducting a private 
seminary in Wrentham. Little is known concerning the formation of the 
Universalist society here, but the 1836 Directory lists a society at 
Wrentham with 60 members; after 1843, it is listed as West Wrentham. 


The first settled clergyman was Rev. Simon C. Hewitt, who occupied 
the pulpit from 1840 to 1843. A church building was A in 1840 on 
the site of the former Baptist meetinghouse (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) This was a square wooden structure, — 
with front porch, columns and square belfry 4 
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Concerning this society, the secretary of the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention reported in 1860 as follows: "This society was 
very flourishing from about 1840 to 1850, during which period many of its 
chief supporters were removed by death, while many of the younger members 
sought localities which possessed facilities for more active business. 
Thus while the same interest remained on the part of the few, the ability 
of the society was crippled; for several years services have been held 
only a part of the year and this only at irregular intervals during the 
Summer; a_ beautiful church is owned and kept in prefect repair by the 
society." 


_ From 1900 until about 1906, the pastor from Franklin (see entry 221) 
supplied at Sunday afternoon meetings. Thereafter, until 1914, only oc- 
casional Sunday meetings were held. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, November 21, 1840; Percy 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 29, for picture of church 


Meee. Fud, Doc. No. 52, p. Lol, elites records, 1845-85, but no ree- 
ords have been found, 


No property recordings have been found. 


154. SECOND UNIVERSALIST PARISH IN LYNN, 1836-ca. 1920 (defunct), 
Commercial Street, Lynn. 


On March 9, 1836, the Second Universalist Parish was organized and 1 
year later Rev. Dunbar B. Harris preached on alternate Sundays to this 
group. Services were held in the "01d Tunnel Meetinghouse" on Commercial 
Street, owned by the Christian Baptist Society (see forthcoming Inventor 
of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts). In October 1838, Rev. William H. 
Taylor became pastor and early the next year, the building was purchased. 
This edifice continued to be used and was remodeled and repaired in 1869. 
In 1914, the property was sold to Congregation Ansha Sfard of Lynn (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Jewish Archives in Massachusetts). The 
Universalists continued until 1920 when they went out of existence. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 93, for picture of church; DPrumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, December 5, 1835; September 21, 1839. 


Mees. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 130, cites records 1853-85, but no’ records 
have been found with exception of a letter from trustees of society, to 
standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, asking help to 


1. Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Minutes, 1860, p. 16. 
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meet mortgage, 1841, with First Universalist Society collection, aa pos— 
session of Universalist Historical Society, at Tufts College, Medford, — 
and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. a 


Proverty recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Selem: Landy 
with meetinghouse thereon on South Common Street, purchese, and purchases 
adjacent lands, vol. 320, p. 153, recorded September 3, 1840; vol. 328 
p. 94, recorded November 27, 1841; vol. Vl, pD. 62, recorded October 12, 
1866; sale and mortgage, vol. 2385, p. 213, recorded February 4) )1giee E 
TOle c4l., De Doe, cecorded Nay 1; 2OLO3 yaiaheee and ai achereee vol. 
763, p. 205, recorded January 12, 1869; vol. 999, p., lOO. pecorder oad 
opi Oe hee WO. wy GOs) PaO. Webouien Meee 1, 1869; vol. 1058, De aae 
172, recorded May 10, 1681; vol. 1434, p. 234, recorded, Decempera as ; 
1894; vol. 1805, p. 196, recorded November 29, 1905; vol. 1805, 0) la 
recorded November 29, 1905; vol. 2463, p. 281, recorded August 12, 19203 
vol. 1963, ».. 119, recorded May 7, 1909;.vol. 2465, D>. 2601, (recor sae 
August 12, 1920; repossession by society, vol. 2411, 5. 554, recorded 
May 1, 1919; mortgage and discharge, vol. 1553, p. $85, recorded sa 
50, 1898; vol. 1805, p. 196, recorded November 29, 1905; -tant)oae oa 
Common and Commercial Streets, grant of right of way, vol. 1285, poseeem 
recorded July 16, 1890; sale and repurchase and sale to Conereraniam | 
Ansha Sfard, vol. 2413, p. 543, recorded June 2, 1919; vol, 2413) poe 
recorded June 2, 1919; vol. 2423, p. 68, recorded August 14, 19193 moms 
gage and discharge, vol. 2423, ». 69, recorded August 14, 1919; yol. 2@ 
p. 180, recorded August 20, 1920. 


a 


155. MARBLEHEAD UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, 1836-1936 (defunct), Watson 
Street, corner of Pleasant Street, Marblehead. 


In January 1836, the Universalists who had been meeting occasional 
in Franklin Hall with Rev. Benjamin Whittemore preaching, went about a 
soliciting money with which to build a church. An edifice was erected 
and dedicated on March 1, 1837. Preaching was irregular for a time, 0mm 
first settled minister was Rev. Abraham Norwood, 1837-39. In his The 
Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim, he stated: "Their meeting-house was dedicated 
in March last; but much of the expense remaining unpaid, and a great 
dearth arising in the monsy market, we have had considerable trouble f 
that quarter, as the house has been more than once advertised for sale. 
However, divine Providence has succeeded and blessed our efforts, so th t 
the society - or, rather, perhaps I should say, the congregation - has 
increased from.75 to 225 male members, and females in proportion... se 
A prosperous Sabbath school is established, unto which are attached nea 
150 children and 30 teachers. The library contains 292 volumes, besid 
a good supply of lesson books. The average attendance of scholarsiy 3 
far, this season, 1s 96..% . . An interesting and profitable prayer o 
conference meeting has been held weekly for about nine months, in priv. 
houses, as we had no vestry. . .. Many infidel papers were taken when 
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I came, but, with two or three exceptions, they are all stopped, and gospel 
papers come in their stead. . .. A church has been organized; Sabbath 
school teachers’ meetings have been held; a Bible class, also, is estab- 
lished, which embraces many of the teachers, and meets weekly when the 
evenings are sufficiently long. ... 


Soe 


ada a i 


"This Marblehead society, and kind friends connected with it, have 
ministered freely and promptly to my wants, and treated me with much kind- 
ness and benevolence since I came to abide among them. Peace, harmony, 
and prosperity have prevailed, until with a few weeks, when I unfortunately 
and unthinkingly gave offence to a few individuals, by an exchange of pul- 
& pit services. They were expecting to hear a great man, when one whom they 
,- considered a small one preached. They were disappointed, and talked them- 
selyes. into a vexatious frame of mind. They thought that, as I preached 


i in Boston on that day, a Boston minister should preach for them. My motives 
ae and conduct were misapprehended and misunderstood. They, also, I have 

9 reason to believe, were misrepresented to me, as well as I to them, by a 

¥ Heara Officious individual. But, to make short of a long story, which I 


, have recorded at length, under the proper dates, in this journal, so great 

LN @ matter was kindled by so small a fire, that I thought best to ask a dis- 
solution of the connection between myself and the society. This I did, at 
a regular meeting of the society, on the 24th ult., requesting that my 

| services for them might end with the month." In 1870 the first edifice 

| & was renovated and a vestry was completed in the basement. On August 12, 

| 1880, it was totally destroyed by fire. Services were then held in nearby 

halls. A new building was built on the same site and was dedicated in 

1882 It is a large wooden building, with a tall square tower. In 1936, 

all services were discontinued The building was sold 2 years later. 

The remaining parishioners transferred their membership to other societies, 

mainly in Marblehead. 


see: Rev. Frank G. Herrick, Sermon commemorating centenary, n.d., 
ts ms., 7 pp., in possession of Miss Esther Peachey, 7 Prince Street, 
Marblehead; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 59 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, February 11, 1837, April 14, 1840, February 10, 1849. 


Minutes, with baptisms, members' deaths, 1881-1936, 3 vols.; Receints 
and expenditures, 1881-1936, 3 vols.; the above records are in the pos- 
session and custody of Miss Esther Peachey, former treasurer, 7 Prince 
Street, Marblehead: Order of services at ordination of Rev. William G. 
Haskell, September 22, 1868, 4 pp., orinted; Church calendars, n.d.; the 
last two items are in a fireproof room on the third floor of the Essex 
Institute, Selem; Letter from John Godwin, treasurer, to Marshall Tenny, 
Esa. acknowledging contribution, 1847, 1 item, in possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of 
Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


: 1. Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrim, vp. 244-45, 248, 
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Property recordings at the Essex County, South District, Registry. 
: Site of meetinghouse et corner of Pleasant and Watson 
Streets, purchases, 5 mortgages and respective discharges, transfer to 
and from he Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage and dis- 
charge, ant to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, and sale; vol. 
2955. Bs i. recorded August 19, 1838; vol. 308, p 176, recorded September 
ht Ae. VG em OUE i Dig O's recorded April 29, 1844; vol. 308, ». 177 37am 
sorded September 24, 1838; vol. 308, p. 17”, recorded March 27, 1844; vols 
344, p. 124, recorded April 29, 1844; vol. 816, p. 100, recorded June 15, ) 
1866: yol. 819. 7. 30, recorded March 23, 1871; vol. 819, p. 31, recorded) 
September ee 1880; vol. 1076, p. 286, recorded Mebruary 19, lee2 ago 
2843, ». 501, recorded April 30, 1930; vol. 1090, p. 266> recorded ; 
September 6, 1882; vol. 1093, p. 22, recorded October 24, 1882; vol. (Zea 
p. 501, recorded April 30, 1930; vol. 2997, p. 168, tecorded Mercia ; 
1934; vol. 3165, p. 353, recorded Nogember 9, 1958; vol. S160) py w, ream 
corded November 9, 1938 


of Deeds, Salem: 


156, FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (First Universalist Society of 
Abington), 1836--, Washington and West Chapel Streets, Abington. | 


It is said that Universalism was occasionally “preached, prayed and | 
sung’ in the vicinity of Abington before 1856. On April ZO, 1e4Greg =. 
society was organized and a subscription paper circulated. In the sprigga 
of 1836, regular services were instituted, held on alternate Sundays, 27m 
the old Pine Woods Schoolhouse on Plymouth Street. Rev Thomas Whittemore 
was the first regular preacher to this new society, staying throughout the | 
first year or a little longer. About 1839, under the ministry ofa eu ; 
Elmer Hewitt, the services were transferred to the Town House, later known | 
as Lyceum Hall, on Central Street. A Sunday School and Sewing Circle were 
organized at this time In 1840, the little society decided to build a 
meetinghouse A grant of land was obtained from Captain Nathaniel Nash, the 
land to be in the possession of the society as long as Universalist serv—- | 
ices were held in the building to be erected thereon. The cornerstone of 
the new building was laid in 1841 and the building itself completed and q 
dedicated on December 22 The building was a one-story edifice with a a 
steeple. In 1850, a bell was hung in the tower In 1865, the steeple was 
removed and the building was lifted to allow for the construction of a . 
vestry below A vestibule was added to the front, and a new steeple erect 
In the hurricane of 1938 the bell tower of the steeple was blown down. Dur 
ing these repairs, the society left the church building and-held services 
in Hatherly Hall, now the Masonic Hall, on Washington and Bedford Streets. 
A rededication service was held January 21, 1866 The church first sent 
delegate to the Massachusetts Universalist ‘Convention, {see entry .9), am a 
1860 Karly in 1861, the formation of a church was referred to a committee. 
The plan for the eel: organization was adopted April 11, 1861. q 


a 
qe 
a ; 


See: "A Brief History of the First One Hundred Years of the First | 
Universalist Church of Abington," an unoublished manus script written Avril 
19, 1936, for the centennial celebration of church, and in possession = a 


> 


te 
¥ ; 
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Massachusetts, p. 25 for picture of church; Trumpet and Universalist 
Meeizine, torch 6, 1841, July'19; 1834, 


Minutes of society with declaration of faith and form of church 

- government, amendments, list of members, and scattered records of births, 

Meo deaths, and marriages, 1836-1918, 1 vol., in custody of Rev. Merrill Cc. 

| Ward, minister, 639 Washington Street, Abington; Minutes of society with 

i constitution, list of officers and members, scattered records of births, 

i deaths, and marriages, 1919--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Frances Williams, 

il clerk, 166 Center Avenue, Abington; Minutes of church (with constitution, 

i bylaws, and list of members), 1910-11, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Frances 

® Williams, church clerk, 166 Center Avenue, Abington; Minutes of Sabbath 

| School with annual reports, constitution, tenure of suverintendents, 1855- 

lm 1905, 2 vols., in vault of Howland, Nash and Cole Insurance Company, 

! Washington and Bank Streets, Abington; Minutes of Sabbath School with an- 
mreryreports, 1904--; 1 vol., in custody of Miss Dorothy Davis, secretary- 
treasurer, 27 Brockton Avenue, Abington; Minutes of Friendly Folks Society, 
me oe--, | vol., in custody of Mrs. Evelyn Dennis, secretary, 150 Center 
Avenue, Abington; Minutes of Men's Club, 1933--, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. 
Fred L, Reed, secretary, 392 Plymouth Street, Abington; Minutes of Gamma 
Beta (young veople's organization) 1935--, 2 vols., in custody of Miss 
Marjorie Blake, secretary, 715 Washington Street, Abington; Minutes of 
poctal and Sewing Circle, 1855-96, 1900-14, 1929--, 8 vols., in custody 
of firs; Merrill C. Ward, secretary, 639 Washington Street, Abington, and 
kept in vault; Minutes and treasurer's reports of Incentive Club (young 

“people's organization), 1890-91, 1 vol.; Minutes and treasurer's reports 
Of Young People's Christian Union, 1892-99, 1 vol., both books in custody 
Oovtee hey. Mr. Ward; Register: Births, deaths, and marriages, 1935--, 1 
VOl., in possession of the Rev. Mr. Ward; Receipts and expenditures, 1836--, 

b @ voOls., in custody of Mrs. Nash; Receipts from Convention for financial 

Ld Stavement of church, 1935-36, 2 items, in custody of Mrs. Edith Nash, 

treasurer, 38 Everett Street, Abington; Sabbath School treasurer's book 

(showing offerings, purchases of school materials, pamphlets, hymn books), 

q 1870=—-, 2 vols., in custody of Miss Dorothy Davis, treasurzr, 27 Brockton 

| Avenue, Abington; Treasurer's account book for Friendly Folks Society, 

ih 1932--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Daisy Carey, treasurer, 521 Washington 

Street, Abington; Treasurer's account of Men's Club (with list: of members), 

5 19436—-, 1 vol., in custody, of Mr. Edwin Adler, treasurer, 54 Chapel Street, 

é Abington; Treasurer's account of Gamma Beta, 1935--, 1 vol:, in custody of 

. Miss Marjorie Nash, treasurer, 26 Everett Street, Abington; Treasurer's 

tr account of Social and Sewing Circle, 1861-82, 1 vol.; Ledger of Sewing 

¥ Cirele, 1886-94, 1 vol., these are in custody of the Rev. Mr. Ward; 

Treasurer’s account of Sewing Circle, 1955--, 1 loose leaf notebook, in 

custody of Mrs. Edith Nash, treasurer, 38 Everett Street, Abingtoh; Report 

Or yout atne committee to remodel church, 1866, 1 vol., in vault; Scrap 
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{ Property recordings at Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Plymouth: 
' 

4 ; 
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Proprietors granted eee eee to build church, site willed to society 
with reversion clause, sortgage, plan book 4, p. 475, dated 1841, rec 
June 1861; vrobate Sa TOL Oy ates dated September 30, 1861; . 
vol. 332, p.» 149, recorded February 16, 1866. ’ 


O) 


= q . 


Record of incorporation on file at the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of incorporation, book 483, p. 213, granted September 
BO wee Ure 


157, BEACON UNIVERSALIST PARISH (Fifth Universalist Society in 
Boston; Shawmut Universalist Society, also known as Every-Day © 
Church), 1836--, (union services), 763 Main Street, Waltham. 


On January 3, 1836, this society held its first public religious am 
meeting in Boylston Hall, Boston. A week later, formal organization of 
the society took place. For 3 years thereafter, services continued to 
be held in Boylston Hall, After the first year, Rev. Otis Ainsworth | 
Skinner was installed as vastor in January 1837. Under Rev. Mr. Skinner,” 
a Sunday School was organized in March 1837. The church was organized 
July 27, 1837, and publicly recognized August 20, 1837 Finally, the 
society incorporated in March 1838. 


A church building was constructed on Warren Street, and was dedicated 
January: 30, 1839 Rev. Mr. Skinner removed to New York in 1846, and was © 
followed for a brief time by Rev. Joseph Selman Dennis, In 1849, Rev; b 
Mr. Skinner returned and, during the 8 years following made his major con= 
tribution to the society anc denomination. Largely through his efforta; 
Mr, Charles Tufts was induced to make a grant of land for the founding | 
of a Universalist college, and in addition, Rev. Mr. Skinner rdised a | 
considerable sum of money for the school. When Rev. Mr. Skinner finally 
left the society in 1857, Rev Thomas Baldwin Thayer succeeded to eae 
pulpit 


-In February 1863, the Fifth Universalist Society changed its tisega tall 
the Shawnut Universalist Spe ape In April of that year, the Church of © 
the Paternity (see entry 226) joined the Shawmut Society. After June 
1863 the services of the ties group were held in the Concord Street 
chapel of the old Church of the Paternity. Meanwhile, the Shawmut society 
had bought a church on Shawmut Avenue and finally rededicated and occupied 
the building in April 1864. In 1883, Rev, George Landor Perin became: 
minister resigning in 1890 to become the first Universalist missionary ten 
Japan. He returned in 1895, and began a varied program of social work © y 
and neighborhood activity, so that the church was frequently called the i: 
Every-Day Church, In 1902, he established the Franklin Square House in ; 
Boston, as a residence for business girls and students. a 


In 1891, some of the members of the church who lived in Brookline a 


i 
i 


society in Boston, vote 
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ceased to attend regularly the services of the Shawmut Society, and began 
to hold services in Brookline (see entry 262) Finally, in 1904, the 
Shawmut Society decided to move to Brookline and together with the 
Brookline group joined in building a church at 286 Harvard Street, 
Brookline. The Shawmut Society changed its name to the Beacon Universalist 
Parish, in 1905, While the church was being erected, they worshipped in 
Whitney Hall, Coolidge Corner, Brookline. In 1906, the church was sold and 
has subsequently been leased for theatrical purposes; meanwhile the members 
held occasional services in a rented chapel, Then on November 15, 1939, 

@ wtinister was installed, oo regular services were held for 2 years. 
Finally, in 1941, the parish voted to hold union services with the Church 
of Our Savior in Waltham (see entry 159) for the season 1941-42 


pee) lrumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1834; January 12, 
meoo, December 7, 1842, January 14, 1843; Otis A. Peat Two Discourses 
delivered before the Fifth Universalist Society in Boston, the first at 


dedication of church, January 30, 1839; the second on February 3, 1839 


(Boston, Abel Tompkins, 1839), at the Boston Public Library 
Minutes, 1842-63, 1884--, 2 vols and unbound sheets; Register: 
Marriages, members, baptisms, 1893-1904, 1906--, 2 vols , current books 


in custody of Miss Alice J. Ferrar, clerk, 21 Gardner Street, Allston; 

Pew accounts and reports of pew owners, 1864-90, 1 vol ; Treasurer's re- 
Perea, ond miscellaneous notices, 1906-30, 1 vol ; Sunday school reports, 
1851-1914, 5 vols.; unless otherwise specified, these books are in pos- 
session and custody of Mrs. Irving Paul, 1402 Centre Street, Newton Centre 
Mr. Harry E. Adams, moderator, 64 Navies Road, Brookline, hath additional 
records which have been los 


Charter and By-Laws of the Enowuut Universe alist Society, (Boston, J 
S. Spooner, 1865) ; Letter from Shawmut Universalist Sabbath School 
Association, to clerk of standi committee of aie First Universalist 

@é of thanks. for i¢ifts of painting of “Transfiguration 

of Christ." 1864, among papers of First Universalist Society of Boston; 
The Every -Day Ghureh (Boston, The Every-Day Church Publishing Company, 
1899-1901), September 7, 1899, to August 2, 1900, September 6, 1900, to 
Ome 27) 4901, 2 vols.; in the possession of the Universalist Historical 
Society at Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred 


Storer Cole 


ety. oe. at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds,‘ Boston: 
Site of first meetinghouse on Warren Street, vote aushorizine purchase by 
committee, purchase, mortgage and discharge, sale, mortgage taken by the 
society and discharge, and vote confirming sale, vol 437, p. 85, recorded 
October 30, 1838; vol. 437, p. 82, recorded October OO}, bB58% -WOd e437 5 
p. 84, recorded October 350, 1858; WoL. w43%% Dal 84,  necorded May (3031833. 
Tole ore, 200, vecorded February 17, UES8s vol. ‘B25 s boul\eoes recorded 
Peoruary 17, 19838; vol. 825, p 222, vecorded July 1, Gees voli ies4, 
ies Pope March 5, 1863; site of second meetinghouse at 397 Shawmut 
Avenue, purchase from the Shawmut Congregational Society, transfer to 
and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage and discharge, 
lease and agreement to convey to City of Boston, mortgage, and sale, vol 
838, p. 125, recorded February 1, 1864; vO, TeLIe, woe Logrrecondéed 
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March 21, 1893; vol 2118, » 15, recorded March 21, 1895; vol. 2885) py 
467, recorded March 16, 1903; vol 2981, ? 105, recorded July 21, 1904; 
vol. 2979, » 625, recorded July 13, 1904; vol. 2981, p. 106, recorded 4 
Fle W9OKe vol: SL78) p. 417, eewen © December 20, 1906; lot at 401 
Shawmut Avenue, purchase, mortgage, and sele, vol. 2288, p. 210, recordedy 
June 28, 1895; vol 2288, p 212, recorded June 28, 1895; vol. 3178, pyaamy 
420 , recorded December 20, 1906; lot on Hudson Street, Dorchester, con= "is 
missioners' sale to panies the 60/537 interest bequeathed to the society, 
vol, 2381, »- 357, recorded July 15, 1896; lot at’506 Massachusetve 
Avenue, nurchase, mortgagé and discharge, and sale, vol. 2697) pe Siw 
recorded January 9, 1900; vol. 2657, p. SLO, recorded Janucr, 77 poe 
wour. SL7e, » 424, recorded December: 20\,, 19063) Wows) aaa 425, recorded 
December 20, 1906; miscellaneous mortgages taken by the society; lot on 
Avpleton ee vol. 1449, p., 108, recorded March 3, 28795. yor is aaa p> 
108, recorded February 19, 1885; lot on Edwin Street, Dorehout sae vol. 
2592; Dp. 490, recorded October 125: 1896; vol. 2592,) pi\lOS, wecoraas ‘a 
Februery Le ee tories We aaeroteay ee ZAG, recorded January 29, 1897; vol. 2990, 
p. 159, recorded September 14, 1904 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Site at Washington and Cypress Streets, grant by Brookline Universalist am 
booed and sale, vol. 1010, p, 491, recorded October 12, 1905; vol. 10aam 
p. 91, recorded December 21, 1906; Site of third meetinghouse, atecee i 
Harvard Street, purchase, mortgage and discharge, and sale, vol. 983, palm 
249, recorded September 30, 1904; vol. 983, p.-250, recorded September mam 


L 


00, 1904; vol. 1040, p. 419, recorded November 3, 1906; yoll7) 10220 101, 


bts 


recorded March 15, 1906 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation as Fifth Universal 
Society, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1838, ch. 39, approved March 16, 1838; 
change of name to Shawmut Universalist aed ety, The ;, L863) tehe eam ap- 
proved Pebruary 27, 1863; change of name to Beacon: Unlteneeeaee Parish 
Tie rena, ee (259: aa March 7, 1905; authority to hold additional, 
veal and personal property, ch. 125, aporores Narch eeon rT 


158, GRACE UNIVERSALIST PARISH (Second Universalist Society in 
Lowell; Shattuck Street Universalist Society in Lowell; Grace 


Universalist Church), 1836--, Princeton Boulevard at corner 
of South Canton Street, Lowell. 


The first meeting out of which grew the Second Universalist Society a 
was held in the old City Hall, Merrimack Street, on May 22, 1836 On a 
June 13, a second meeting Hoole place in Mochonten Building to consider the | 
formation of a society A committee was appointed to engage a hall, a am 
preacher, and to raise money, It reported favorably on August 7, and | 
finally on September 4, ths society was duly organized For a sone time — 
Rev. John G. Adams, wie had come from New Hampshire to aid in the work, 
conducted services, but in February 1837, Rev. Zenas Thompson became th 


— 
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regular pastor. Services were held in the City Hall while a church was 
being built for the society at the corner of Market and Shattuck Streets. 
It was dedicated November 15, 1838. The building was of wood, with Gothic 
windows and turreted towers. 


In 1860, the building, which had been owned by share holders, passed 
into the possession of Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner. The society thereafter pur- 
chased the building outright from him. On September 26, 1870, the Second 
Universalist Society in Lowell became the legal organization for this 
church. In 1888, the name was changed to the Shattuck Street Universalist 
Society in Lowell. In 1893, the society vrepared to sell the old church 
and to look for a location for a new building. The first stone of the 
present building was laid on April 11, 1895 and the cornerstone laid Mey 
eo, 18695. The churen, of Byzantine architecture, is a replica of a church 
in Istanbul. With the building of the new church, the name was changed to 
Grace Universalist Society. Later it became Grace Universalist Parish. 

At present the members of the First Universalist church (see entry 
102), attend services here, and a union of the two groups is in prospect. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 43 for picture of 1895 church; "Historical 
Sketch" by Henry H. Harris, written for centennial celebration, 1936, 
typed, copy in possession and custody of Rev. Isaac Smith, minister, 611 
Westford Street, Lowell. City Directory, 1855, p. 293, picture of 1838 
church; Rev. W. G. Haskell, Historical Sketch of the Second Universalist 


Stone, Huse and Company, 1895), 35 pp.; Miscellaneous papers, programs 
and calendars, 2 envelopes, n.d., all in the possession of the Lowell 
Historical Society, Memorial Hall, Lowell. 


Minutes of parish, 1896--, 3 vols.; Minutes of vrudential committee, 
1856-96. 1 vol.; Minutes of board’ of trustees, 1896--, 1 vol.; these five 
books in custody of Mr. William Summers, clerk, 987 Westford Street, 
Lowell; Minutes of Women's Mission Circle, 1928--, 1 vol., in custody of 
Mrs. Roger Gage, secretary, 17 Marlboro Street, Lowell; Minutes of Young 
People's Christian Union, 1938--, 1 vol.; in custody of Miss Geraldine 
Smith, secretary, 27 Maryland Avenue, Lowell; Minutes of proprietors, 
with act of incorporation, 1838-60, 1 vol., Extracts from ilinutes, con- 
cerning Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner's accepting a call to Boston, 1846, loos 
sheets in the possession of the Universalist historical Society at Tufts 
College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; Register: 
Members, dedications, deaths, 1836--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. Florence 
Weinbeck, membership secretary, 192 Wentworth Avenue, Lowell; Records of 
deaths, kept by the Rev. Mr. Miner, Lowell, 1846-48, 1 vol., in possession 
of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, Mass. in 
custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. Marriages, Record of Merriages 
kept by the Rev. Mr. Miner, Lowell, 1842-48, 2 vols., in possession of 
the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, Mass. in 
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custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; Marriages, 19235--, 1 vol. , kept 
by Rev. Isaac Smith, minister, 611 Westford ovrest , Lowell; Receipts and 
expenditures, 1836--, 3 vols., invcustody of:Mr. George W. Randal: 
+PeaSUrer . 348 Walker Street, Lowell; Sunday School records, scattered, 
kevot at church in custody of Rev. 0. Herbert iicKenny, superintendent; 
Mission Cirele records in possession and custody of Mrs. Roger Gege, 17 
Marlboro Street, Lowell. Provrictors stock accounts, with ‘record of 
transfers, assessments, and dividends paid, 1838-60, 6 vols., stock cer- 
tificates. 1842-44, 8 items; Agreement, to execute all necessary papers 
to perfect the title of the 510 shares of capital stock of the Second 
Universalist Meetinghouse in Lowell, transferred to Rev. Alonzo A. Miner, 
April 17, 1860, 1 item; Deed to the Second Universalist Meetinghouse to 
Rev. Alonzo A. Miner, May 16, 1860, 1 item; Receipted bill for fixtures 
in Meetinghouse, February 1, 1864, 1 item; all in possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society, 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, North District, Registry 
of Deeds, Lowell: ‘Land on Market and Shattuck Streets, purchase, building” 
contracts, mortgages and discharges, pvurchase of church building from 
majority shareholder, sale in two parts, vol. 27, pn 596, recorded July 
20, 1838; vol. 27, p. 470; recorded May 8; 1858; vol..50,.». 573, necouuue 
October 8, 1838; vol; 31, p. 144, recorded February 15, 1839; voll S6uuum 
542, recorded May 31, 1842; vol. 48, p. 223, recorded June 19, 1845; “yous 
63, p. 240, recorded October 14, 1848; vol. 90, p. 344, recorded May 7; 
1855; vol. 11, p. 505, recorded September 18, 1857; wok. 243.08 Dye 
56, p. 440, recorded February 6, 1864; vol. 75, p. 415, recorded October 
35, 1870; vol. 75, p. 418, vol. 100, p. 360, recorded April], 329187430 
100, p» 407, recorded April 3, 1874; vol, 180, p. 199, recorded Apri ii 
1886; vol. 267, vz 187, recorded September 27, 1895; vol. 267,.0n 465— 
recorded September 27, 1895; vol. 362, p. 480, recorded February 5, 29a 
land on Princeton Boulevard, purchase, mortgages, liens and discharges, 
vol. 271, p. 149, recorded January 8, 1896; vol. 272) \ 0. 17255 tecau ee 
February 21, 1896; vol. 272, p, 175, recorded February 21, 1896; vol Oa ume 
p.'500, recorded February 24, 1896; vol. 275, p. 393, recorded Mayaeas 
1896; vol. 512, p. 306, recorded October 4, 1899; vol. 522, ». 52) Reg@aumn 
August 14, 1900; vol. 362, p. 106, recorded January 1, 1904: Lot on Draciiam 
Road, sale, vol. 375, p. 161, recorded March 22. 1905; Lot on Woodcock 
Street, sale, vol. 381, p. 398, recorded August 16, 1905; Lot on Gerrish 
Avenue, Dracut, sale, vol. 425, p. 348, recorded October 20, 1908; Lot 
(another) on Woodcock Street, sale. vol. 465, p. 101, recorded March 28, 
1911; Lot on Lakeview Avenue, sale, vol. 575, p. 101, recorded July 7; 
1917; Lot on Westford Street, vurchase and mortgage, vol. 632, pvp. 492, re- 
corded September 18. 1920, vol. 632, p. 493, recorded Sevtember 18, 1°20; 
Lot at corner of Harvard and Troy Streets, nurchase and sale, recorded 
June 29) L920 3 swol', 632.0. 489, recorded September 18,1920; Lot at q 
corner of Harvard and Windsor Streets, purchase, vol. 629, p 441, recorded 
June 30, 19204 


Record of legislative enactments: Proprietors of the Second 
Universalist Meetinghouse in Lowell, Massachusetts Svecial Laws, 1838, 
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ch. 22, approved March 2, 1838; change of name from Second Universalist 
Sete Gy I Lowell) “bid: 4 1888, ch. 75, approved February 29, 1888; change 
of name from the Shattuck Street Universalist Society in Lowell to Grace 
Universalist Society, Tbid., 1895, ch. 68, approved February 21, 1895; 
application to change name from Grace Universalist Society to Geape 
Uttiversalist Parish, Secretary of State's office.poster book 356, p. 480, 
filed July 17, 1919; Change of name from Grace Universalist Society to 
Grace ee pereal at Parish, Secretary of State's office, book 229, .p. 243, 
epproved July’ 17, 1919 


Record of Supreme Court cases: 49 Mass. Revorts, 321, William Davis 
Jr., vs. Proprietors of the Second Universalist Meetinghouse in Lowell, 
1844, 


159... CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR (First Universalist Society in Waltham) , 
1836 - sy 1865--, 763 Main SN ee Waltham 


> 


Universalist preaching was held here in 1836 in Bank Hall, corner of 
Main and Lexington Streets, with Rev. Thomas Whittemore and others supply- 
imeythe pulpit.’ On August 20, 1837, Rev. William C., Hanscome of. New 
ea New Hampshire, became the first settled minister. He served a 

astorate of only 10 weeks, because of illness and was succeeded by Rev. 
iets Cobb’ on May 24, 1838. The Rev. Mr. Cobb organized the church 
which was formally recognized on September 13, 18358. 


Tn 1839, several members of the First Parish (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) united with this group, anda re- 
organization was effected on March 6-of that year, in the Massasoit House, 
on Main Street At this meeting, it was voted to form a religious society 
to be known as the First Universalist Society in Waltham. The society was 
incorporated March 22, 1859 


Barly in 1839, the society, having outgrown Bank Hall, transferred 
its place of meeting to the Town Hall, at the corner of School and 
Lexington Streets In the same year, Mr. Theodore Lyman donated a tract 
of land at the corner of Lyman and Summer Streets and a church building 
was started on June 24, 1839. It was dedicated on September 11 of that 
year and the society worshipped here until 1854, when the building was re- 


moved to Main and Spring Streets. 


The slavery question agitated the society in the years prior to the 
Civil War to such an extent that services were discontinued, In April 
1860, the society voted to relinquish its mortgage to the building, A 
last meeting to close the affairs of the society was held in 1861 at the 
home of Mr Daniel Carey on Linden Street. from this time until 1865, 
there was no Universalist preaching in Waltham. In 1865, Rev. Benton Smith 
of the Universalist Mission Society (see entry 20) preached in Rumford Hall 
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on Moody Street. Interest revived and the scattered forces of the former 
society organized a new society that same year with the Rev. Mr. Smith as 
pastor. He served until 1868. In July 1873, Mr. Francis) buttpien offered 
to erect a building for the use of the society, but after considerable 
discussion, the offer was refused. In September 1873, the society purchased 
the land where the church now stands. On July 16, 1880, the cornerstone 
of the present building.was laid, and the early records of the church were 
placed ina receptacle under the cornerstone. The edifice was comple rea 
and dedicated January 5, 1881. In 1893, the church was enlarged. A 
parsonage at 9 Fiske Street was purchased in April 1903. The church 
building was thoroughly renovated and repaired in 1909. 4 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 111 for picture of church; Albert M. Ryan, — 
"The Universalist Church in Waltham," t., 12 pp., in custody of Rey. Edward 
Walker, 9 Fiske Street, Waltham, Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, May 2, 
1829, March 25, 1837, September 26, 1840, August 16, 1854. a 


Minutes of society, 1879--, with treasurers' reports, 1929--, 3 vols., 
in custody of Miss R. Isabelle Russell, clerk, 128 Vernon Street, Waltham; 
Minutes of church, with constitution and covenant, 1874--, and register — 
of members, 1874--, deaths, 1874--, and children baptized, 1870-1914, 2 
vols., earlier volume containing register in custody of Rev. Edward J. | 
Walker, pastor, 9 Fiske Street, Waltham, current volume in custody of Miss 
Russell; Minutes of Social Circle, 1901--, 3 vols., in custody of Mrs. 4 
Alice Record: secretary, 40 Fiske Street, Waltham; ‘Minutes of Universalist 
Guild (formerly Clara Berton Guild), 1923--, 2 vols., in custody of Mpsuum 
Willard E. Coffin, secretary, 35 Hawthorne Road, Waltham; Minutes of Sunday 
School, with list of members, 1919--, 3 vols., in custody of Miss Helen B, 
Coffin, 35 Hawthorne Road, Waltham; Receipts and expendi tures) of society, 
1922--, 1 vol.; Ledger of bequest funds, etc. , 1936--, 1 vol.; Check ‘stubs, 
1938+-, 1 vol.; three preceding volumes in custody of Mr. nacre E. , 
Hughes, treasurer; 15 Crafts Street, Waltham; Collectors' records, 1925--, | 
14 vols.; in ee seDiy of Mr. Willard E, Coffin, collector, 35 Hawthorne 4 
Road, Waltham; Receivts and expenditures of Ghote Club, 1932--, 1 vol; 
in duet day of Mr. Coffin, treasurer; Receipts and expenditures of Men’ 5 
Club, 1939--, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. Coffin, treasurer; Receipts and ¥ 
expenditures of Bonepollence Society (formerly Emily Farwell Fund), 1890--, 
-l vol., in custody of Mrs. Grace B. Lincoln, treasurer, 378 Newton Street, 
Wel than; Receipts and expenditures of Sunday School, 1929--, 1 Vols; i 
custody of Mrs. George S. Phillips, treas urer, 49 Wamesutte Avenue, 
Waltham; Deeds, pool Bl; a Ciukpibeat i items, ane photographs of chureh, 
We 1t “ee Savings Bank; ae lees: ecuaise spondence of Sunde School, 1913-30 
500 items, in custody of Miss Coffin; Correspondence of Men's Clune 1911-— 
16, 60 items, in custody of Mr. Coffin; Church Directory, with constitution 
and covenant, list of pastors, 1865-1911, and members, 1874-1911, 26 pp., © 
Liveloy int oust ody of Mr. Coffin; Church Directory, with brief historical — 
sketch, ‘list of pastors, 1865-1935, and current officers and organizations, 
[1935]. 300 PPe, bh Vek an custody of Miss Russell; Calendar, with list of 
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church officers and organizations, 1902, 1 item; Newspaper clippings per- 
taining to 75th anniversary, 2 items; Picture of church, 1883, 1 item; 
Order of service, 1881, 1 item; preceding four items in custody of Rev. Mr 
Walker; 100 Years of Worshipping, program of centennial service, with 

brief historical sketch, 1936, mim., 4 pp., 1 item; Constitution of society, 
1927, t. ms., 2 copies; both items in custody of Miss Russell Profession 
of Faith, Covenant and Constitution of the Church of Our Saviour, connected 
with the Universalist Society in Waltham, Mass., organized Feb. 22, 1874 
(Printed for the Church, 1887), 16 pp., 1 vol., in possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer 
Cole 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, Registry of Deeds, East 
Cambridge: Land at Lyman and Summer Streets, nurchase and sale, vol. 382, 
by 419, recorded June 18, 1839; vol. 705, p 527, recorded March 23, 1855; 
Land at Main and Spring Streets, purchase and quitclaim, mortgage, assign- 
ment andi foreclosure, vol: 705, p; 467, recorded March 22, 1855; vol. 808, 
Pp. lel, recorded January 8; 1859; vol. 812, p. 347, recorded March 5, 1859; 
VOlueGla, p. 5049; recorded March 5; 1859; vol. 942, ». 177, recorded 
- January 31, 1865; vresent church site, 763 Main Street, purchase, release, 
partial sale, purchase of adjacent lot, mortgage and discharge, transfer 
to and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage and discharge, 
mortgage and assignment, mortgage to Massachusetts Universalist Convention 
Seuoiecnarge; vol. 1280, pp: 5@; recorded October 1, 1873; vol: 1535, 'p. 
a20re recorded: March 24; 1880; vol} 1537, p. 355, recorded April 13, 1880; 
Meewetoo,, p. O65, recorded April 13, 1880; vol, 1555, p. 334, reeorded 
November 26, 1880; vol: 1585; p: 218, recorded December 2, 1881; vol. 1588, 
ps 254, recorded January 6; 1882; vol. 2218, p. 98, recorded August 21, 
Taco; rol. 1966, p: 510, recorded April 1, 1890; vol. 2047, p. 559, recorded 
Woril 2, 1897: vol. 2218; ps 101, recorded August 21, 1893; vol. 3545, p 
345, recorded August 26, 1910; vol. 4786, p. 481, recorded November 6, 1924; 
parsonage, 9 Fiske Street, purchase, mortgage. vol. 3034, p. 351, recorded 
Mewes 90S. vol. 3034; p. 352, recorded May @,, 1905; vol. 3788, pi 170, 
recorded May 1’, LOLS 3 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, Acts of 1839, ch. 67, anproved Narch 22, 1859 


rn 


160. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF WEYHOUTH, 18%6--. 72 Washington 
Street, Weymouth. 


On June 11, 1836, more than 200 residents of Weymouth met and signed 
an agreement to organize as a Universalist body, At a subsequent mecting, 
July 21, bylaws for the society were adopted Meetings for public worship 
were held in a tavern hall on Commercial Street owned by Asa P Wales. 
Rev. Matthew Hale Smith preached every other Sunday. At a meeting in 
Hotel Weymouth on December 27, 1838, Mr. Wales moved that a meetinghouse 
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be built. Land was purchased and the building of Colonial archi tea 
was dedicated September 13, 1839 The pulpit was supplied for 3 weeks a 
thereafter by Rev. Calvin Gardner Then Rev. John S Barry came, remain- 
ing until 1841. Many ministers followed in rapid succession until after 
the Civil War On April 13, 1840, a parish meeting unanimously passed ~ 
the following resolution: "Resolved: that we recommend to our standing 
committee a spirit of liberality in reference to opening the meeting 
house for free discussion on all moral and religious subjects " After 
1879, the minister of this church also served the Third Universalist * 
Church at North Weymouth (see entry 217) In 1921, these churches again 
took separate ministers, but in 1954, a joint pastorate was arranged, 
this time with the Second Society of Universalists in Weymouth (see 
entry 207) The building was destroyed by fire in February 1938, and 
services are now held in the Knights of Pythias Hall, 65 Washington 
Street. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p 71 for picture of church; trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, September 21, 1839 


Minutes of society, 1836--, 2 vols , in possession and custody of Mr. 
Harold B. Stone, clerk of society, 18 Summer Street, Weymouth; Minutes of 
church, 1836--, 2 vols ; earlier volume in church safe, later volume in 
possession and custody of Rev Arthur W. Webster, minister, 785, Main 
Street, South Weymouth; Register: births, marriages, deaths, 1934--, 1 
vol., in possession of minister; Receipts and exnenditures, 1931--, 1. 
vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Edith Billings, treasurer, 4)2 0% 
Front Street, Weymouth; Pew deeds, with price of each, 1859, in the Tufts 
College Library, and in custody of Mr Raymond L Walkley, librarian, 
Tufts College, Mass. 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham, 
church site, purchase, partial sale (stores), transfer, repurchase, 
partial purchase, sale, yol 124, p 24, recorded April 6, 1839; vol) iam 
p. 91, recorded April 23, 1844; vol. 338, p. 246, recorded January 20, 7 
LeoOs Vale. 506.) bs aacG, Oecoraed September 12, 1867; vol. 338; Daueaum 
recorded January 20, 1866; vol 2246, p. 169, recorded September 19, 1939, 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1839, ch. 12, approved February 4, 1839 


161 UNIVERSALIST SUCIETY, ca. 1837-a. 1842 (defunct), Millville ~ 


On May 3, 18357, Rev Edmund Capron was ordained and settled as 
pastor of the Pee rore si aie? Society in Millville He had been accepted 
as a member of the Massachusetts Association of Universal Restorationists — 
(see entry 27) on September 3, 1835 Death ended his pastorate on 


' 
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September 24, 1837. Rev, William H. Fish, his successor, who was also a 
Restorationist, became pastor June 28, 1838, and a period of prosperity 
prevailed for a few years, Probably because of changes incidental to a 
manufacturing community, the church and society became extinct shortly 
before 1842. The Rev, Mr, Fish became associated with the Hopedale 
Community (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massechusetts) 
and at a meeting of the group in Mendon, Jenuary » and’ 6, 1842, he was 
elected "intendant of religion, morals ona missions," 


No records tave been found, 


No property recordings have been found, 


162. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SUCLETY IN ANDOVER , 1837-ca. 1866; 1879-ca. 
) 1880 (defunct), Main Street, corner of Punchard Avenue 
(formerly Universalist Court), Andover, 


This society was organized November 15,:183”. and a es eee: was 
erected in 1838; Rev, Josevh Grammar was the pain settled vastor. During 
Civil War years the church did not have a regular aetna but services 
Mere held under various supply pastors. In 1865, services ceased and the 
Church was sold the following year and used as a school An effort was 
meade in 1879 to revive the society and Rev Varnum Lincoln, who had been 
Bastor from 1851-56, was called to supply the nulpit Services were 
probably held in tne former church building which had been used as a 
Benool, Within a short time, this attempt failed» The church building 
wes later moved to a farm house, off Main Street, and used as @ barn, 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, June 30, 1868. 
Copies of deeds to pews, scattered records, 1838, in "Book for Record 
Sr vPews, Clerk’s office, Town of Andover," 1826-05, 1 vol., in possession 
of South Church in Andover (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational 
Archives in Massachusetts), and stored in vault of Andover National Bank. 


Property recordings at Essex County. Registry of Deeds, Salem: 
Church site, purchase, and sale, vol 306, p, 8; recorded Mey 5, 1838; 
Wol. 710, p. 69, recorded September 135, 1866, 


+ 


Record of legislative enactments; Incorporation, Mas sachusetts 
Syecial Laws, 1838, ch. 33, approved March 8, 1838 


163. FOXBOROUGH UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Universalist Society), 1837--, 
16 Bird Street, Foxborough, 


The Universalist Society of Foxborough was organized in 1857, the 
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result of miscionsry work of Rev.. Hosea Ballou, Rev, homes Whittemore and 
others. For a time after the Sreani seen y of the society, the Rev. He 
Gifford supplied the pulpit. Rev. Charles W. Mellen was the first sett] 
minister, serving the society from 1843 ie 1846 « 


The first services were held in Sumner's Hall, which was situated « 
the site of the present Union block. Later, the Universalists worship 
in the center schoolhouse. Ina few years, increasing attendance made ; 
necessary to secure larger quarters and a meetinghouse was built in 18: 
at the head of Bird Street, facing the common. The original meetinghor 
had a spire on its belfry, but this was blown off during a severe gale j 
1869, The belfry itself was carried away during the hurricane of 1938, 
and when repairs were made, it was not replaced, ve 


The church organization had been established in 1865, and on October 

16, 1896, church and society were incorporated as the Foxborough Universal 

Church. The society was listed in the Directory for 1865-70, although a 

ing 1867-69 it was united with the Unitarians. 

a 

See: John B. Hodges, "The Universalist Church History ," newspaper 

clippings in bound volume (no title), in custody of Mr, John B. Hodges, — Ba. 

Foxborough; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 7 

Churches in Massachusstts, p. 109 for picture of edifice; Trumpet and ~ 
Universalist Magazine, December 25, 1847. 


Minutes of church, 1896--, with constitution and bylaws, annual re- a 
ports,1 vol., in custody of Mr. Henry L. Sweet, clerk, 18 Centennial ‘ 
Street, Foxborough; Receipts and expenditures of church, 1910--, 2 volea-ga 
in custody of Mr, Hobart A. Smart, treasurer, 21 Garfield Street, tp 
Foxborough, s 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Church site, purchase, vol. 771, p. 41, recorded January 15, 189%, 

Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, : 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 118, p. 463, certificate of ia 
incorporation, book 120, p. 6927, granted October 16, 1896, : 


164, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca 


. 1838 (defunct), Sturbridge. 


The 1839 Directory reports a Universalist society in Sturbridge, 
presumably organized the previous year. No other reference to this 
Society has been found, 

See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, April 14, 1838. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 
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165, HIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN LUNENBURG, 1838-ca. 1840 (defunct) , 
Site of the present Town Hall, Lunenburg 


The organization of the First Universalist Society in Lunenburg, in 
1855. took nlace efter a decade of bitter dissension between the 
Universalists and the Evangelical Congregationalists, largely over the 
question of the ownership of the mectinghouse. 


Lunenburg, in 1819, had one meetinghouse, built in 1749, in which 
believers of various doctrines met for worship, the law providing that a 
town could not exist as such unless it had a "fit house of worship." In 
1819, under the pastorate of Rev. David Damon, a Unitarian, the First 
Congregational Parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in 
Massachusetts) was organized. In 1827, the Rev. Mr Damon, finding the 
majority of his congregation not in sympathy with his views, resigned his 
pastorate, and was succeeded a year later by Rev. Ebenezer Hubbard The 
congregation at this time had a majority of Evangelical Congregationsalists, 
a number of Universalists, a few Unitarians and some Trinitarians The 
Hrangelical group, disliking the Universalist group and desiring a new. 
meetinghouse, vursued devious means to achieve a two-fold aim: The casting 
out of the Universalists from the society and the erection of a new meeting- 
house They contended that if the law deemed the meetinghouse not a "fit 
house of worship," it would be closed, necessitating the building of a new 
Scrt1ee, Accordingly, it is reported, the Evangelical group "harassed and 
outraged" the Universalists, and "threw open the doors of the meetinghouse," 
introducing “all types of vices." When this failed to gain the objective, 
the Evangelical group went further, breaking windows and causing "general 
disturbance" whenever the Universalists held services This continued 
from 1829 to 1830, when the Evangelical group, through some means not re- 
corded by the historians, caused the meetinghouse to be razed, so that 
"not one stone remained upon another." A new meetinghouse was erected in 
1830, and dedicated on Christmas Day. The cost of the meetinghouse was met 
by the sale of pews, which were purchased by individuals from the four 
religious groups, members of one congregation 


Friction between the Evangelical group and the Universalists was over- 
shadowed for a time by trouble between the Rev. Mr. Hubbard and the parish 
In 1833, the varish voted to terminate the minister's connection with the 
society, and locked the doors of the meetinghouse But the Rev. Mr. Hubbard 
went each Sunday to the steps of the church, displayed a sermon, and con- 
tinued to demand his salary and damages for the treatment which he received. 


He left in May 1834. 


With the cessation of hostilities between the parish and pastor, 
friction between the Evangelical Congregationalists and the Universalists 
again assumed the dominant role, the Evangelical group at this time claiming 
the possession of the meetinghouse, and the Universalists refusing to cede 
this. In May 1835, the Evangelical Congregational Society (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Congregational Archives jin Massachusetts) was formally organized, 
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va 
and the ecclesiestical organization, the Evangelical Congregational Chu 
was effected on June 10, 1855. The Evangelical Congregationalists with 
from ye First Parish, leaving behind them the Universalists, Trinitari 


and Unitarians The Prangelical Congregational Society called a ministe 
and held meatings in a private home ; 


The Universalists still had no formal organization, and the 
Evangelical Society, though it had withdrawn physically from the meeti 
house, still sought its possession. About this time, 1855, a new strat 
was employed. Mr Phineas S. Kimoall, a firm Evangelical believer and 
ber, Degan expressing strong Universalist views. He succeeded in convit 
Peano dsetiaka of his good faith, and became one of their group in 


In 1838, the First Universeglist Socicty in Lunenburg was organized, 
and Rev, John Pierce was called to the pastorate The Rev. Mr. Pierce, 
who was a physician, had long been the leader of the Universalist grou ; 
and had served several terms as town selectman In the spring of 183875 
Mr. Kimball was elected parish clerk, and preceeded to list secretly tH 
names of Evangelical Society members as members of the First Perish, W 
which the First Universalist Society was contained. In November 1859)% 
Kimball sent a notice to all members of the society calling a meeting, 
ostensibly for the purpose of discussing repairs to the church building 
At the meeting, which was attended by all the secretly listed members a 
by a few of the Universalists, the meetinghouse was sold to the First 
Evangelical Congregational Society for $25 The Universalist faction, 
however, refused to consider the sale valid For 2 months, bitter con-— 
troversy ensued Finally, in the early part of 184Q, the Evangelical 4 
Congregationalists, recognizing defeat, began planning the building or am 
their own meetinghouse AOCOTUEHE GO the historians, the controversial 
sale was rescinded, although no recording has been found ' “a 


(# 
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In 1840, the Universalists comprised the majority in the meet inghous 
The rest of the membership was Unitarian and Trinitarian. On August 3 a 
1840, the Rev Mr Pierce died. The Universalists, leaderless, became — 
absorbed almost immediately by the Unitarians. On “Aprdl 3, 1867, them 
Hirst Perish sold the church and land to the townas a site for the pr 
Town Hall 


See: Abraham Hartwell, Memoirs of Late Rev John Pierce, (Fitehb 
W J Merriam, 1842), in custody of Mr George Godbeéer, publisher of 
Fitchourg Sentinel, also at American Antiquarian Socio Worcester. 


Newspaper clippings in possession and custody of Mrs Bertha Fran 
Lunenburg a 


No records have been found 


No property recordings have been found 
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166. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1838-ca. 1850 (defunct), Winchendon 


A Universalist society was formed in Winchendon about 1838, and is 
listed in the 1839 Directory as a new society. Meetings were held occasion- 
ally inthe village schoolhouse with Rev. S. Clark of Jaffrey, New 
Hampshire, and others preaching until about 1840 The society was again 
listed in the 1841 Directory. This may have been at the time when meetings 
were being held in the Waterville schoolhouse. It is probable that the 
society continued about a decade, for in 1849, it was reported that "there 
are a few Universalists in this town, who have meetings and preaching oc- 
casionally among themselves."+ A later history states that no Universalist 
Services have been held in the town for several years, and indicates that 
those who were affiliated with this movement now attend the Church of the 
Unity (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) .© 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


167. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN BARRE, 1838-53 (defunct), South 
Street, Barre 


The first preaching of Universalism in Barre was in 1820, when 
ministers from neighboring towns conducted meetings in private homes and 
in a local hall. Considerable interest was aroused, but because of an 
"acricultural depression" shortly after 1820, it was considered too great 
a task to raise funds for building a church. Not until 1838, was a society 
formed. At that’time, a number of persons withdrew from the First 
Congregational Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives 
in Massachusetts) and formed the First Universalist Society in Barre. In 
1839, land on the south side of the common was purchased and a Colonial 
type meetinghouse was erected. Dedication exercises were held in April 
1840. The first settled pastor was Rev. Samuel Brimblecom, who served 
from 1841 to 1846. He was succeeded by Rev. Benjamin Varney Stevenson 
Who remained until 185]. On June 6 of that year, because of dissension in 
the group, the society sold its building to the Barre Methodist Episcopal 
Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Episcopal Archives in 
Massachusetts). The proceeds of the sale were divided equally among the 
members of the society. Thereafter, occasional Universalist services were 
held in Barre until 1853, when the society went out of existence. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 14, 1840. 


1. Ezra Hyde, History of the Town of Winchendon, p. 46 


2. A. P. Marvin, History of the Town of Winchendon from the Grant of 
Doswich in 1755 to Present Time, p. 557. 
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Minutes of society, with constitution, financial accounts and sale 
of wewe 1868-53, 1 volJp/ Pew deeds recordings with town clerk, 1840-49 
nto - both books in custody of Mr. Edward B. Blanchard, Town Clerk, 


and kept in vault in basement of town Reiss 


Property recordings at Worcester County South District, Worcester: 
Land on southwest side of common, purchase, pew sales ani sale to. Barr 
Methodist Episcopal Church, vol. 340, p. 187, recorded March 18, 1839; 
vol. 362, p. 393, recorded November 10, 184by vol. 4660 pate recorded 


April 16, 1649; vol. 479; p. 258; recorded June 6, 1851. 


168. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1838-1860 (defunct), Bedferd 
Street, Concord, 


Universalists in Concord organized January 7, 1858, and pledged thi 
selves to support of Universalist preaching, At a meeting, November 25) 
1839, at the Middlesex Hotel, it was voted to erect a meetinghouse. A 
committee of five was appointed to recommend a site. They reported 
December 30, 1839, and their recommendation to purchase Mr. Keyes Green 
store was accepted. A meetinghouse was erected at this spot on Bedford 
Street near the Common. Rev. Addison Grant Fay, who had studied at 
Marlboro Academy and with Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2nd, was called as the fig 
minister and was ordained in May 1842, serving until 1846. "His preach 
was direct, and, a little careless as to whom it hit, so long as he be- 
lieved that the whom or what deserved to be hit. Two centienen who were 
financial nillars of his varish and deeply engaged in the liauor busines 
called to remonstrate with him for preaching on the sudject of temperant 
"Gentlemen,' he replied ‘I do not know that I am above the weaknesses @ 
other people. and if my salary were fifteen hundred or two thousand doll 
considering your position, perhaps I should be tempted to hold my touas 
but on four hundred and fifty I think that I can afford to keep 4 
GCONSCTEMCEY rh. ave” The society continued until 1860, when it lapsed: 
The meetinghouse was sold in 1865. 


see: Trumpct and Universalist Magazine, March 14, 1840, September 
D5 ozo, Wc yover 257)" 1847), 


Minutes of two meetings, 1839, 1 loose sheet; Subscription list for 
preaching, 1838, 1 loose sheet; Building specifications, 1869 Ts pamphl 


ccs 0) 8 cami Ak ee enia in custody of Miss Sarah Bartlett, librarian, Consae 
Public Citpaney: 


No property recordings have been found. 


ber Grindat) Reynolds, "Addison Grant Fay" in Social Circle Memoirs 
Third Series, pp. 84-85, . ae 
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169, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN LANCASTER, 1838-67 (defunct) , 
Main Street, Lancaster. 


Universalism began in Lancaster about 1837, when meetings were held 
at the home of Mr. J. M. Damon. On January 16, 1838, a meeting of persons 
interested in Universalism was held in the Town House, and a prudential 
committee was chosen to "further the support of preaching by Universalists 
du this town." On April 3, 1838, the First Universalist Society in 
Lancaster was incorporated. The constitution which was adopted was signed 
by 958 persons., Rev. Rufus S. Pope, who had studied theology with Rev. 
Sylvanus Cobb and who had officiated at meetings in the home of Mr. Damon 
before the society's formal organization, became the first vastor. In 
1847, Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, the society's last settled pastor, began 
His Ministry. On September 6 of that year, Mr. John Bennett, as trustee 
for the society, purchased land on Main Street for a site on which to 
build a church. The meetinghouse was dedicated April 26, 1848. 


Services were held until 1854, with the Rev. Mr. Whittemore as pastor 
During the ensuing yéar, it was found impossible to raise funds for preach- 
ing and in 1855, services were discontinued. The society, with 37 members, 
Donawnead in @xistence until May 7, 1867, according to the records. In 1858, 
the meetinghouse was sold to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the 
building moved to the grounds of the State Industrial School for Girls for 
use as & chapels It is now used by the School as a workshop. 


see: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, April 22, 1848. 


Minutes of society, 1838-67, 1 vol.,kept in the Lancaster Public 
Library. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Site in New Boston Village, purchase by "John Bennett 
es trustee for the stockholders of the First Universalist Meetinghouse," 
VOL. 452, p. 87, recorded September 6, 1847; no record of sale has been 
found. 


170, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF SWANSEA, 1838-41, 1877-a. 1908 
(defunct), (Barneyville), Swansea. 


This society was organized in the Barneyville district of Swansea in 
1838, and meetings were held in the homes of the members. Rev. Aaron 
Leland Balch, pastor of the First Universalist Society in Fall River, (see 
entry 175) preached also for the Swansea group until his death late in 
1839. Rev. George Hastings is listed as pastor of the society in the 1840 
Directory and again in the one for 1841 - Services evidently ceased in 
1841. 


“iit 
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In 1855, the Second Universalist Society of Swansea (see entry 216 ) 
was organized in the Hortonsville district of Swansea and probably the — 
members of the First Universalist Society worshipped with the new society 


Then in 1877, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Childs gave the First Universalist 
Society a parcel of land on Warren Avenue in Barneyville on condition th 
a Universalist meetinghouse be maintained. A building, housing a jew 
‘tore owned by Daniel Rs Child, was given to the society; moved from 
site across the street and remodeled into a church. Rev. George R, Spink 
came weekly from Providence, Rhode Island (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Universalist Archives in Rhode Island) to preach for the society, but 
a few years he preached only once monthly. The church property was s 
the North Swansea Catholic Club in 1913 by Mrs. Childs. As the prope 
given to the society with a reversion clause that if the meetinghouse 
not used for a veriod of 5 years consecutively the property would revert 
Mre. Childs, it is dyosable that services ceased shortly before 1908. | 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Bristol County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, Taunton: Site of church, Barneyville, gift with provision, prope 
to revert to grantor if services are not held for 5 years consecutive 
sale by grantor to North Swansea Catholic Club, vol. 89, p. 244, reco 
April 17, 1877; vol. 188, p. 52, recorded November 4, 19S. 


Bk 5 ee iad eae Society), 1838--, 70 White Street 
(Kast) Boston. ' 


On Narch 18, 1838, a meeting was held in East Boston to form a 
Universalist society. Religious services were held first in Pollard's = 
near Maverick Square, and later in the old bathhouse. The building orm 
church was not started until 1842, the cornerstone being laid December ' 
The church, at the corner of Webster and Orleans Streets, was dedicat 
July 6, 1845. Rev. Sylvanus Cobb became the first regular pastor. R 
and Mrs. Cobb contributed greatly to the community life of East Bosto: 
and their home, at the corner of Webster Street and Belmont Square becar 
known as "The Castle of Peace." aa 

In 1842, the women of the church formed the Fast Boston Female a 
Universalist Society. This organization has continued uninterruptedly ~ 
the present time, although its name has become the Ladies' Aid Society. 


After a few years, the church vroperty was sold and the society 1 
to Jones Hall, on Lewis Street, where it continued to hold services. 
1853, the Rev. Mr. Cobb retireds The society returned to the church 
Webster Street for a short time before the next minister, Rev. Charle 
White, helped the society to erect a new church on Gentied Square. . 
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society later made an additional move in 1891 to the present location at 
70 White Street where a new wooden church was built. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 24, 1842; Percy 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p. 103 for picture of All Soul's Universalist Church. 
Autobiography, of first forty-one years of life of Sylvanus Cobb, with 
Memoir by Sylvanus Cobb, Jr. (Boston, Universalist Publishing House, 
me67), 552 pp. 


The following records, except when otherwise noted, are in the 
custody of Miss Helen B. Stevenson, 41 Princeton Street, East Boston: 
Minutes of society, 1866--, 4 vols.; Minutes of East Boston Female 
Universalist Samaritan Society (Ladies' Aid Society), (with clipvings on 
95th anniversary, 100th anniversary jubilee, history of church, 1866--, 

7 vols-);Minutes of Corps Vivant, 1873-74, 1 vol.; Minutes of Chapin 

Club, 1882-85, 1 vol.; Treasurer's account of Ladies' Aid Socisty, 1904- 
17, 1 vol.; Membership lists, 1867--; Executive committee members, 1865-85; 
Deed of pew #26, Central Scuare church, December 1866, to Cornelius Lovell 
and its surrender to D. D. Kelley in 1881; Certificate of Good Luck 
Association, issued by New Jersey Universalist Convention for purchase 
and improvement of church and grave of John Murray; Programs: Passion 
play {All Soul's Church), March 24, 1892; Topic card (Young People's 
Christian Union), 1893, 1896-97; Fair, 1865, 1890, 1892, 1898, additional 
one with no date entitled "Festival of holidays," with vrints of Revs 

R. Perry Bush, Elmer H. Capen, Gerhardus Langdon Demarest, Alonzo Ames 
Miner, George L. Perin, J. M. Pullman, Ff. W. Sprague; also May Day in Old 
England (Central Square Church), May 15, 1878; Installation exercises of 
Rev. F. W. Sprague, December 21, 1893 (All Soul's Church); Installation 
exercises of Rev. Lewis E. Percy, April 24, 1892 (All Soul's Church); - 
Ninetieth anniversary (All Soul's Church) November 23, 1928; Fast Day 
Exhibition of East Boston Universalist Sabbath School, April 5, 1860; 
Tickets: Social party at Fresh Pond, Cambridge, of Second Universalist 
Singing Society ("meet at Rev. Ballou's Church, School Street .. . 6 
a.m."); Annual supper (All Soul's Church) April 30, 1891; 01d Folk's 
Concert (All Soul's Church), May 18, 1907; Photographs: Central Square 
Church, Rev. Charles J. White, All Soul's Church, Rev. Hiram A. Philbrook, 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Fowls (early members), Mr. and Mrs. Elbridge E. 
Fletcher (early members), Japanese social of Young People's Christian 
Union (three views); Sunday School class of Helen B. Stevenson; Newspaper 
Clippings: Poem by Mrs. Sylvanus Cobb, death notice of Mrs. Sylvanus Cobb 
(Eunice Hale Waite), dedication of White Street Church, November 19, 1891; 
New Testament with notes by Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, (Boston, the Commentator, 
1864) ; Letter to proprietors’ committee of First Universalist Society, 
requesting financial aid, 1853, with First Universalist Society collection, 
in possession of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, 
Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole 


Property recordings at the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Site of first meetinghouse at corner of Webster and Orleans Streets, 
purchase, five mortgages, sale under foreclosures, vol. 498, p. 31, re- 
corded March 22, 1843; vol. 498, p. 95, recorded March 27, 1843; vol. 508, 
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p» 81, recorded September 16, 1843; vol. 51lL, ps 216, nTeeerted hoventa 
Vl, 1848; vols S15; pe 240, pecorded January 24, 1844; vol. 544, p. 123 
recorded April 23, 1845; vol. 548, p. 288, recorded May 1, 1845; Lot on” 
Paris Street, purchase, mortgage, and sale, vol. 483, ps 1L0% recorded — 
May 6, 1842; vol. 485, p» 249 recorded June 23, 1842; vol. 1241, pave 
recorded November 5, 1874; Site of second meetinghouse on Ognicel Square 
at Porter Street, purchase, mortgage to Massachusetts Universalist i 
Convention, mortgage, second mortgage to Massachusetts Universalist f 
Convention, foreclosure by Massachusetts Universalist Convention, grant 
from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, sale, two mortgages, and digs- 
charge of both mortgages, vol. 1131, p. 205, recorded October 25, 1872; 
vol. 1131, p» 204, recorded October 25, 1872; vol. 1557, p. 65, recone 


y bee 


- December 9, 1876; vol. 1693, ». 242, recorded September 21, 1885; vol 
1806, p. 364, recorded January 13, 1888; vol. 1996, p. 481, recorded fa, 
20, 1891; vol. 3648, p» 167, recorded June 26, 1912; vol. 3648, peau 
recorded June 26, 1912; vol. 3721, p. 118, recorded April 14, 1913; vol. 
4837, p. 2, recorded September 27, 1926; Site of present church on White 
Street, grant from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage to ~ 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, second mortgage, assignment of 
second mortgage, foreclosure by assignee, purchase, grant to Massachus 
Universalist Convention, vol. 1989, p. 583, recorded October 20, 18905 
vol. 1989, p. 585, recorded January 9, 1891; vol. 1998, p. 278, record 
May 29, 1891; vol. 2718, p. 186, recorded November 12, 1900; vol. 271 
p. 187, recorded November 12, 1900; vol. 2718, p. 189, recorded Novem 
12, 1900; vol. 2718, ps. 191, recorded November 12, 1900; vol. 4562;uum 
454, recorded Avril 9, 1924 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 9 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 78, p. 559; certificate of 
incorporation, book 65, p. 2572, granted June 22, 1886 


172, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SOUTHBRIDGE, 1838--, Hamilton _ 
and Main Streets, Southbridge . 


The First Universalist Society in Southbridge was organized offic 
in 1838. For more than half a century before, however, the doctrine 6: 
Universalism had found support among inhabitants of the town, Since 1‘ 
there had been a Universalist society in Oxford (see entry 48) and per 
with Universalist views from that part of Sturbridge, which later beca 
Southbridge, attended worship in Oxford for a decade. Early in 1795, 
group met at Colonel Benjamin Freeman's tavern to consider the possib 
of erecting a meetinghouse, and a committee was chosen to investigate 
matter and instructed to report at a later meeting At the next meeti 
held in the latter part of 1795, the committee reported that the 
Methodists, Baptists and Congregecioneltere were interested in unitir 
with the Universalists for the construction of a church. A lot on the | 
corner of Main and Foster Streets was given by Mr. Jedemiah Marcy, THe 
required 2 years oe raise the necessary funds, and in 1797 work on the é 
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church structure was begun. On July 4, 1800, the edifice was dedicated. 
The four denominations took the name of the "Poll Parish" and made ar- 
rangements for separate services. Two Universalists were chosen anong 

the seven officers of the parish, and it was voted that the Universalists 
have the use of the church one+fourth of the time. In 1804, a Universalist 
convention was held in the church. Two years later, in 1806, the 
Universalists were accorded the use of the meetinghouse for one-half the 
time. 


The "Poll Parish" flourished from 1800 to 1816, when bitter feeling 
arose between the Universalists and the Baptists, because the Baptists 
sold 40 pews at auction, the sale of property of a union meetinghouse be- 
ing roundly criticized by all denominations. From 1816 to 1835, friction 
continued between the denominations over the meetinghouse, and there was 
little activity during this period. In 1835, the Baptists claimed ex- 
clusive use of the chureh. 


The Universalists held meetings independently, and on April 16, 1838, 
the First Universalist Society in Southbridge was officially organized. 
fhe first meeting after organization was held in Hartwell Hall, on the 
Site of the present Hartwell Block at the corner of Main and Central 
Streets. Rev. John Boyden, settled in Dudley, was engaged to preach half 
the time for the first year. The Town Hall was used for worship in 1840. 
In 1841, Rev. Franklin Whittaker became the first settled pastor. At a 
meeting in the Town Hall on August 14 of that year, the society voted 
to purchase a lot at Main and Hamilton Streets, upon which to build The 
edifice was erected in 1842, and was dedicated the same year. Universalist 
services have been held in the church since that time.. : 


In 1859, the Society purchased the basement, which had previously 
been owned by six individuals. Four years later, the basement was altered 
for use as a store, and in 1870 it was used as a vestry. The auditorium 
was redecorated in 1922, and on June 18 of that year, the church was re- 
dedicated. 


On March 27, 1958 a centennial service was held. History of society 
‘written for centennial, by Mrs. Winifred Weld Beck, 1938, handwritten, 
in custody of Mrs. Winifred Weld Beck, 27 Cliff Street, Southbridge. 

See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, April 28, 1838, November 12, 
1842, January 8, 1842; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of 
Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 47 for picture of church, 


2 
Ee #5 


Minutes of society, 1899--, 1 vol., in custody of Mr. Frank S, 
Chipman, clerk, 77 South Street, Southbridge; Receipts and expenditures 
of society, 1929--, 1 vol, in custody of Mr. Frank 5S. Chipman, clerk, 

77 South Street, Southbridge; Receipts and expenditures of Sunday School, 
1892--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Hattie L. Tourtelett, 68 Pine Street, 
Southbridge; Cash book of Sunday School, 1927-29, 1 vol.; in custody of 
Mrs: Hattie L. Tourtelett,68 Pine Street, Southbridge; Register: 
ministers; baptisms, marriages and deaths, 1838--, 1 vol., in custody of 
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Mrs. Winifred Weld Beck, 27 Cliff Street, Southbridge; Sunday School at- 
tendance records, 1937--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Edward Claflin, 


superintendent, 128 High Street, Southbridge. 


Property recordings in Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Main and Hamilton Streets property, purchase, vol. 
363, p» 208, recorded October 13, 1841; sale by a "committee representing 
First Universalist Society" to Verney Fiske and others, vol. 374, p. 130, 
recorded November 30, 1842; sale of pew #35 : "by Verney Fiske and building 
committee" to original owner of above land, "on condition that grantee 
cannot claim any part of rent from Dasement story until Fiske and others 
have been repaid for money they have advanced in behalf of proprietors," 
vol. 376, p. 272, recorded April 14, 1843; will leaving money in trust 
for First Universalist Society, income to be “used for Universalist 
preaching," Probate Court, case no. 18750, allowed October 8, 1895; taking 
of mortgages to various pieces of property in Southbridge and releases of 
same, vol. 1512, p. 171, mortgage recorded July 6, 1896; vol. 1734, p. Siam 
discharged November 21, 1902; mortgage, vol. 1751, p. 541, recorded June 
15, 1905; partial release, vol. 2206, p. 75, on March 8, 19203; discharge, 
vol. 2219, ps 265, July 1, 1920; mortgage; vol. 1752, p. S11e recoraee 
June 25, 1905; discharge, vol. 2188, p. 430, September 9, 1919. 


173. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF MARSHFIELD, 1839-40 (defunct) , 
Marshfield. 


The First Universalist Society of Marshfield had a very brief exist- 
ence. Organized March 2, 1839, it is reported in the 1840 Directory but 
not thereafter. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March LO9 18S 92 
No records have been found. 


No proverty recordings have been found. 


174, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1839-ca. 1843 (defunct), Royalston. 


A Universalist society existed in Royalston for a few years, dating 
from 1839. In that year a union society was organized, composed of 
Baptists and Universalists. They erected a meetinghouse at the center 
and the two groups held services alternately. Later, the church proverty 
was purchased by the Baptists (see forthcoming Inventory of Bantist 
Archives in Massachusetts). The Directory lists Rev. Charles W. Mellen 
as pastor in 1840-41 and Rev. J. A. Cooledge as pastor in 1842-43. 
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No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
s; Worcester: Site in center of Royalston, purchase, vol. 350, Dp. 
, recorded January 16, 1838. Sale not found. 


_) 175. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1939-56 (defunct), Borden and 
‘ie Second Streets, Fall River. 


Universalist meetings were first held here in 1837 when Rev. William 
Balch of Providence, R: I., was engaged to preach one evening a week 
Columbian Hall at Second and Borden Streets. On June 9, 1839, Rev: 

on L. Balch, a graduate of Norwich University, became the first pastor 
@ preached also for the Universalist society in the Barneyville section 
f Swansea (see entry 170). In December of 1839, the Rev. Mr Balch died 
he was succeeded by Rev. Abraham Norwood who took the pastorate on 
arch 7, 1840. 


‘3 . 
i In The Pilgrimage of a Pilgyim, the Rev. Mr. Norwood had this to say 
Besraing his Fall River pastorate: "About the middle of December, I 
preached in the thriving village of Fall River, and agreed with the 
brethren to remain with them a yea We met in a small hall. They had 
ut little preaching. A society and Sabbath school were soon organized, 
and conference meetings established. For a while we succeeded, and the 
- congregation increased. The subscription list, which numbered twenty- 
seven, went up to about seventy. In the fall of 1840 was the unparalleled 
political excitement of 'Tip & Ty' - a presidential electioneering contest 
/ Almos t every other subject was swallowed up by politics. The whole public 
|mind was completely absorbed in them. It was politics in-doors and out, 
lin the streets and in the sanctuary. In such a state of things no pealivious 
impression could be made upon the people All religious meetings were 
thinly attended, and ours among the rest, This was disheartening to those 
|Of the little flock unto whom I ministered who still felt zealous in the 
“cause. Several of them supposed that if they could exchange me for a 
|popular preacher, the society would soon become large and strong. This 
ley whispered in their own ears. They corresponded with the Rev, William 
|S. Balch, of Providence, R. I.,, he being, in their view, the most popular 
man in the denomination, and they were allowed to think that he would 
‘live with them if I should depart. With this impression, they neglected 
to re-engage me when my year was expired, and sent lor Brother B., who, 
to their surprise, then declined coming. Some were dissatisfied with all 
this secret management. After this they obtained the services of Rev. 
7 B. Dods." 


1, Abraham Norwood, The Pilgrimage of a Pilgrin, pp. 270-271. 


a 
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During the Rev. Hr. Norwood's pastorate, the society was incorporated | 
on March 7, 1840. In 1843, the great Fall River fire destroyed Columbian | 
Hell. A new building was built. on the same site and in December, 1646, — — 
was dedicated as Berean Temple. The society bought the property March 16, — 
1847, and sold it in 1849. The society was without a pastor for some q 
years. In 1853, plans for 4 new church were discussed, but never carried 
out. The society voted to end its 17-year existence early in 1856 and in 


April of the same year 31 members joined the Unitarian church (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) . 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 5, 1837, June 26, 1841, 
August 13, 1853. ¥ 


List of 31 members, who joined Unitarian church Avril 1856, in vault 
of Union Savings Bank, South Main and Market Streets, Fall River, in custaly; 
of Mr. James P. Hart, moderator, 43 Hanover Street, Fall River. ; 


Property recordings in Bristol County, North District, Registry of — 
Deeds: Church site, purchase, mortgage and sale, vol. 39, p. 373, recorded 
February 1, 1847; vol. 40, pp. 21-22, recorded May 14, 1847; vol. 42, p. 
210, recorded October 5, 1849. 


176. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1839-1865 (defunct), Whately. 


In 1839, a petition to call a meeting for the purpose of organizing @ 
Universalist Society was signed by 14 residents of Whately Luke B. White, 
Esq., issued a warrant, dated April 18, 1839, and formal organization was 
effected a month later, on May 20. A constitution and bylaws were adopted, 
with the understanding that as many Sabbath meetings should be held, as 
the funds raised would allow. It began with 1 Sunday each month for the ; 
first year, and ended in 1860, with preaching half of the time. Rev. : 
John Pierce, formerly of Hardwick, was the first minister. Meetings were 
held in schoolhouses, the old Baptist church (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Baptist Archives in Massachusetts), and the town hall. On the formation © 
of the United Congregational Society (see forthcoming Inventory of & 
Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) in 1865, the members of the i 
Universalist Society disbanded and joined the Unitarian society. 4 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, pv. 148, cites records, 1839-65, but no recom 
have been found. ‘ 


177, UNIVERSALIST RESTORATIONIST SOCIETY, 1839-77 (defunct), (West) — 
Townsend. 


Universalists and Restorationists had occasionally preached from the 
pulpit of the First Congregational Parish (see forthcoming Inventory of 
7 wy 


i 


| 


i) 
| 


| 
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Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) during the 4 years from 1835 to 1839. 
In the latter year the Universalists formed the Universalist Restorationist 
Society, and kev. John Pierce of Lunenburg served as pastor, preaching on 


alternate Sundays, presumably in the homes of members; until his death .in 


1841. 


The society was incorporated on March 4, 1848, and proceeded to 
‘purchase from Alexander Craig a lot in West Townsend and to build thereon 
a brick meetinghouse of two stories, the lower of which was used as a store. 
The meetinghouse was dedicated on January 25, 1849, with Rev. Stillman 
Clark of East Jaffrey, New Hampshire, preaching the sermon. The Rev. Mr. 
Clark was subsequently settled as pastor and served until 1850 ana again, 
following the 2 year interim pastorate of Rev. Varnum Lincoln, from 1852 
to 1853. The society received a considerable increase in its membership 
as soon as its meetinghouse was built, for a number of those who lived in 
West Townsend and who used to worship in the parish church withdrew and 
joined the Universalist society. 


The society continued to hold regular services until 1866. Its last 
pastor was Rev. Charles Chapman Clark, who began his vastorate in 1855s and. 
after an absence of 4 years, resumed it in 1863. Following his resignation 
in 1866, the society held only occasional services, which were probably con- 
ducted by the Rev. Mr. Clark since he continued to reside in the town, until 
1877. In that year the meetinghouse was sold and the society disbanded. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, December 21, 1839, February 
3, 1849. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at the Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, Hast Cambridge: Site of meetinghouse in West Townsend, purchase, 
redeed, repurchase, and sale, vol. 609, p. 78-80, recorded June Dy bBo: 
vol. 1458, p. 527, recorded December 7, 1877. 


178. ST. PAUL'S CHURCH OF PALMER (First Universalist Society in 
Falmer; St. Paul's Parish of Palmer), 1839-66, 1874--, 
Central Park and Walnut Streets, Palmer. 


Probably the first preaching of the Universalist gospel in Palmer was 
by "Father" Whittemore in September 1838 In the next year, services were 
held in Thorndike, a mill section of Palmer, by Rev. Thomas J. Greenwood 
Later that year, Rev. John Howard Willis organized a Universalist society 
Supply pastors continued to preach to this loosely organized group for the 


_hext two decades. In 1858, the group was more permanently established and 
Services were held in Antique or Weeks Hall, which was located at the 


corner of Central and Pleasant Streets for a long period. The society 


suffered such loss of membership during the Civil War that services were 
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suspended and were not resumed until 1874, when they were held in varioug 
halls and residences. On May 27, 1876, upon the petition of 16 persons, 
the society was reorganized as St. Paul's Parish at a meeting held in 
Union Hall, now the site of the Public Library. The following day St. 
Paul's Church was organized with 21 members. In 1877, Rev. Charles Henry 
Eaton, a graduate of Tufts College and Theological School began a 4 year 
pastorate in Palmer. During his ministry, an edifice was erected, Gothic 
in style and built of Monson grenite. Services were conducted in Union 
Hall until the completion of the church, which was dedicated on May 12, 
1880. In February, 1925, new bylaws were adopted and the parish and chureh 
were united as St. Paul's Church of Palmer. 


3) 


See: Edward Robinson, "Historical. sketch of church, 1838-1900," - 
handwritten, in possession and custody of Rev. Frederic A. Mooney, pastor, 
39 Walnut Street, Palmer: Mrs. Anna K. Slaney, "Historical sketch of 
church, 1876-1937," typewritten, in her possession, 47 Walnut Street, 
Palmer; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches 
in Massachusetts, p. 9 for picture of church; Trumpet and Universalist 
Magazine, March 2, 1839. 


Minutes of church, 1876-1925, 2 vols., of varish, and of combined 
parish and church, 1876--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. 
Anna K. Slaney, clerk, 47 Walnut Street, Palmer; L'inutes of Sunday School; 
attendance records, receipts and exvenditures, 1876--, 3 vols., kept in 
Sunday School rooms of church, in custody of Mr. Reginald C. Kempton, 65 
Central Street, Palmer; Register: members, baptisms, marriages, 1876--, 


and historical notes, 1860--, 1 vol., compiled by and in possession of 
Rev. Frederic A. Mooney, minister, 39 Walnut Street, Palmer; Receipts and 
expenditures, 1917--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mr. Evert W. 


Carventer, treasurer, 63 Central Street, Palmer; Newspaper clippings of 
church's activities, 1 bundle, in nossession and custody of Rev. Frederic 
A. Mooney. 


No property recordings have been found. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 118, p. 219; certificate of 
incorporation, book 120, p. 6682, granted March 23, 1896. 


17S, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SUTTON, 1840-47 (defunct) , 
Masonic Hall, Main Strest, Sutton 


On August 8, 1840, the First Universalist Society was organized in 
the Whiting Hotel on the old Boston and Hartford Turnpike in West Sutton. 
A paper had been circulated prior to the meeting asking all persons inter- 
ested in Universalism to gather for the purpose of forming an organization. 
Rev. Alvin Abbott was engaged to minister to the society. He preached on | 
alternate Sundays until April 1841, when he began his settled pastorate, 
which continued until 1845. Meetings were first held in the Whiting Hotel. 


¥ 


a 
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When the minister was settled, the meetings were held in the Academy 
Building, which was also located on the old Boston and Hartford Turnpike 

- in West Sutton. A Sabbath School was organized, and a moderate library 
was equipped. About the latter part of 1844 and early in 1845, an economic 

_ depression was felt in the town, which resulted in the removal of many 
members of the society. It was then thought best to hold meetings in the 
center of the town, and the Masonic Hall on Main Street was engaged. After 
the Rev. Mr. Abbott left the society in 1845, the church began to decline. 


a In 1846, Rev. B. W. Tingley accepted the pastorate, remaining with the 
Society for 1 year. For a short time thereafter the society held occasional 
meetings with a supply preacher. The last meeting on record was held April 
5, 18647. It was announced at this meeting that Rev. Benjamin Hill Davis, 
whom the society was attempting to bring to Sutton, had accepted a call 
elsewhere. Following this meeting, the society disbanded. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, April 10, 1841. 


| Minutes of society, with preamble and constitution, 1840-47, 1 vol.; 

Warrants, 1843-47; 8 items; both in possession of the Universalist Historical 

Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer 
Cole. 


No property recordings have been found. 


180. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1840-ca. 1862 (defunct), High 
Street, (Newton Upper Falls), Newton. 


The First Universalist Society in Newton Upper Falls is first listed 
in the Directory for 1840. A meetinghouse, located on High Street, was 
dedicated in May 1842. Rev. Samuel P. Skinner served the society for 3 
‘years, from 1842 to 1845. The pulpit was then supplied by Dr. A. S. 
Dudley, a dentist. During the pastorate of the Rev. ©. Collier, a church 
was established in 1847. In July 1847, Dr. William F. Teulon, a practicing 
physician from the British Dominions began supplying the pulpit. 


According to S. F. Smith's History of Newton, this society existed 
for only 6 or 7 years. It is possible that it united with the Newton and 
Watertown Universalist Society (see entry 96), under the leadership of 
Dr. Teulon; Inasmuch as the records of both of these societies are missing, 
‘such a supposition is, of course, conjecture. In any event, Dr. Teulon is 
listed in the Directory until 1864, as residing in Newton Upper Falls, 
where he served a pastorate of about 15 years. 


The meetinghouse, which had been dedicated in 1842, was later used as 
a public hall, known as Elliot Hall. In 1845, the society had taken a 
‘mortgage upon the property, which, in 1847, was assigned. Twenty years 


. 
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later, after the lapse of both this society and the Newton and Watertown 
Universalist Society, the mortgage was foreclosed. 


| fae 
of 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings in Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Lot at Upper Falls Village, purchase, mortgage and 
foreclosure, vol. 419, p. 288, recorded August 16, 1842; vol. 471, p. 417, 
recorded November 18, 1845; vol. 505, p. 166, recorded February 8, 1847; 
vol; 1001, pv 4, recorded May 15; 1807. 


181. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1840-a. 1866 (defunct), Main Street, 
(Marstons Mills) Barnstable. 


About 1840, a Universalist society was organized in Marstons Mills, 
and a meetinghouse, now known as Liberty Hall, was erected on the left 
side of Main Street, about a 100 yards from the junction of Cotuit Road, 
River Road and Main Street. In "Organized Universalism in Barnstable 
County," Rev. Cyrus Augustus Bradley states that in the winter of 1852 and 
1853, the Cape Cod Missionary society (see entry 144A) employed two mis- 
sionaries, one of whom confined his activities to West Barnstable, Marstons 
Mills and the vicinity. It is probable also that Rev. Rufus S. Pope of 
Hyannis and the Rev. Mr. Bradley of Yarmouthport suoplied the pulpit in 
Marstons Mills during the society's existence. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


182, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1840-ca. 1866 (defunct), Main Street, 
(South) Dighton. 


About 1840, a Universalist society was formed in South Dighton. In 
1843, a site was purchased on Main Street just below Elm Street, then 
known as Four Corners, and 4 mectinghouse was erected. It is reported 
that for some years the society flourished, including in its membership 
any prominent citizens. The active life of this society was probably 
brief. It was first listed in the Directory for 1844. Rev. S. C. Hewitt | 
is listed in the Directory for 1845, as the pastor, and Rev. William Rogers 
Chamberlain as the minister in the Directory of 1849 The society is not 
listed thereafter. 


The meetinghouse was sold in 1866 and converted into a school building 
for the use of Dighton Academy. Later, the building came into the posses- 
Sion of the Second Methodist Episcopal Society (see forthcoming Inventory | 


. | 
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of Methodist Archives in Massechusetts), and, in 1833 it was again sold, 


moved diagonally across the street and converted into a tenement house. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Bristol County, North District, Registry of 


Deeds, Taunton: Church site, purchase and sale, vol. 177, ». 263, recorded 


November 24, 1845; vol. 472, p. 88, recorded April 12, 1889. 


183, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF ASHFIELD, 1840-68 (defunct), 
(South) Ashfield. 


This society was organized on September 23, 1840 with a membership of 
More than 60 persons. Business meetings were held in the homes of members, 
while services were held in the Baptist meetinghouse on Creamery Road, at 
South Ashfield (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in 
Massachusetts). In March 1844, the meetinghouse was bought. A settled 
Minister, Rev. Earl Guilford, came in 1846, serving ebout 8 years. The 
meetinghouse was repaired in 1867. In 1868, the society voted to adjourn 
for 1 year. Services were not held thereafter and the society never met 
again. The meetinghouse is now the South Ashfield Village Hall. 


Minutes of society, with articles of faith, constitution and bylaws, 
members, deaths, donations for repairs in 1867, 1840-68, 1 vol., kept in 
safe in office of town clerk, Town Hall, Ashfield. 


No property recordings have been found. 


194, PIRET UNIVERSALIS? SUCIETY IN TYNGSBOROUGH, 1240-1909 (defunct) , 
Ty ngsborough. 


A Universalist group was organized here in 1840 and erected a meeting- 
house in 1841. The society does not appear, however, in the annual statistics 
of the denomination until 1869, in which year the church organization was 
definitely realized. The church was reported as dormant in 1898, and only 
occasional services were held thereafter. It disappears from the annual 
reports after 1909. The church building is reported to have burned in 1913. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Messachusetts, p. 39 for picture of church; Trumpet and 
Universalist Magazine, June 26, 1841. ' 


Mess. Pub. Doc. No. 52, pv. 131, cites records, 1841-85, but no records 
have been found. 
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Proverty recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, vurchase, transfer to and from: 9 | 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, notice of entry by Convention, Ce 
claim, vol. 476, p. 337, recorded January 8,.1846; vol. 185, p. 530, Peau 
corded November 24, 1886; vol. 186, p. 492, recorded February 21, 1887; 
vol. 434, p. 150, recorded May 20, 1909; vol. 454, p. 151, recorded May ~ 
20, 2909; adjacent land, purchase and sale, vol. 191, p. 555, recorded 


September 17, 1887; vol. 434, p. 152, recorded May 20, 1909. 


Record of Supreme Court cases: 88 Mass. Reports, 140, Joseph L. 
Hamblett and Wife vs. Zephaniah Bennett, 1865. 


185, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF WELLFLEET, 1840-1925 (defunct), 
Grand Army of the Republic Highway, Wellfleet. 


The First Universalist Society of Wellfleet was organized on Tana 
7, 1840. There had been preaching with some degree of regularity during 
the previous year by Revs. Ezekiel Vose, John Bovee Dods, minister of the 
Christian Union Society in Provincetown (see entry 113), and by Nathaniel | 
Gunnison, who taught in the academy established by the Rev. Mr. Dods in ~ 
Provincetown. Most of the time, the services were conducted by ministers 
of neighboring Universalist societies. In 1846, Rev. B. H. Clark served © 
the societies in Wellfleet and in Truro (see entries 185 and 200). The 
Cape Cod Missionary Society (see entry 144), in 1851, employed a missionary 
who labored chiefly in Wellfleet and in Truro. This arrangement was con=) 
tinued the next year with two men serving a wider field. The following 
year, 1853, a full-time missionary, Rev. Stillman Barden, was. employed. — 
He preached on alternate Sundays at West Barnstable and at Wellfleet. The 
first resident minister was Rev. Howard Alcott Hanaford, who served the ~ 
parish from 1874 to 1876. ; 


The early meetings of the society were held in Lyceum Hall on Grand ; 

Army Highway. In 1844, the society purchased the old Masonie Hall, also © 
located on Grand Army Highway. This building was remodeled with an audi- 
torium on the second floor, and a schoolroom on the first. Services were 
held here until 1863, when the Sons of Temperance Hall was purchased, the 
name of the hall being changed to Union Hall in 1866. This was a two-st 
structure, the lower floor being used as a Town Hall with offices for ‘the | 
town officials. After 1889, services were held during the summer months — 
only. In 1925, Union Hall was sold by the society and has since been re- 
modeled and is used as a motion-picture theater. A Ladies’ Aid Society — 
was established soon after the inception of the church, and about 1870 a 
Sunday School was organized, 
mre 

See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 14, 1840; Perey Metcalf 
Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, Des 
Leeroag oes of church. ee 
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Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 131, cites records; 1840-85, but no records 
have been found. 


Praperty recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, Barnstable: 
Grand Army of the Republic Highway’ »ourchase, three purchases of adjacent 
lots, sale of lot, sale of remainder to Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention, vol. 34, p. 314, recorded February 4, 1845; vol. 84, pn. elas 
deed dated February 19, 1859, but recorded March 29, 1864; vol. 79, Dp. 480, 
recorded March 29, 1864; vol. 75, p. 495, recorded April 22, 1864; vol 
151 5 Dp. 316, recorded June 18, 1889; vob. 194, ». 136, recorded May 10, 
1891; mortgages and discharges, vol. 83, p. 244, recorded May 11, 1864; 
vol. 87, p. 461, recorded January 29, 1866; vol. 122, p. 130, recorded 
July 20, 1875; vol.' 158, p. 257, recorded January 30, 1884. 


186. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF WORCESTER (Proprietors of the 
First Universalist Meeting House in Worcester), 1840--, 
72 Pleasant Street, Worcester. 


Universalism was first preached in Worcester in the Town Hall in 1834 
by Rev. Lucius R. Paige. Other Universalist vreachers who came to Worcester 
in those days to conduct services were Rev. Hosea Ballou, Rev. Thomas 
Whittemore, and Rev. Walter Bullard. Regular services were not started until 
1840. They were held in Brinley Hall, 340 Main Street, on the site of the 
present State Mutual Building. A society was incorporated on June 3, 1841. 
Rev. Stephen Presson Landers, a graduate of the Clinton Liberal Institute, 
settled as pastor on May 2, 1841 The society built a meetinghouse on the 
corner of Main and Foster Streets, on the site of the present Worcester 
County Institution for Savings, A church was organized on November 21, 
1845. On the next day the meetinghouse was dedicated. The ground floor 
was occupied by stores, and the church was on the second floor. In July 
1855, "Lily Sunday," later knownas Children's Sunday, originated in this 
church. The present church building was dedicated on June 28, 1871. A 
parish house was added in 1927, being dedicated January 2, 1928. In 1919, 

& varsonage at 38 Sever Street was purchased, but in 1957 was sold to the 
pastor-emeritus. 


In 1927, the society and church merged under the legal name of the 
First Universalist Society of Worcester. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, June 26, 1841; February 4, 
1843; July 7, 1849; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 15 for picture of church built in 1871; 
History of 75th Anniversary, 1841-1916, with historical address by Rev. 
Vincent E. Tomlinson, (Worcester, Terrill Press); Historical Sketch, 

(Daniel Sé&grave); Emily E. Ward, History of the Ladies Circle, 1841-1891, 
(Worcester, Chas. Hamilton, 1891); "Fifty Years of Progress," in Worcester 
Daily Spy, June 4, 1891;"50th auniversary of church," in Worcester Daily 
Spy, November 1893. "History of Z. E. H. [Mrs. Zelia E. Harris] Club," by 
Mary W. Seaver, in possession and custody of Mrs. Knight; "Historical 
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Sketch" by Stephen Presson Landers, in program of services at installation 
of Rev. Benjamin Franklin Bowles, October 10, 1866, (Worcester, Tyler and 
Seagrave, 1866); "A history of one hundred years of First Universalist — 
Society" is in preparation by Mrs. Arthur J. Knight, church historian, 15 


Lancaster Street, Worcester. 


Minutes of parish, with constitution, list of members, 1841-59, 1 vol. 
in possession and custody of Mrs. Arthur J. Knight, historian, 15 Lancaste; 
Street, Worcester, 1860-1924, 2 vols., in church safe, 1925--, 1 vol., ig 
possession and custody of Mr. Russell Stobbs, clerk, 37 Monadnock Road, 
Worcester; Minutes of church, with constitution, list of members, dedica: 
tions. deaths, 1843-84, 1915-26, 3 vols., in custody of Mrs. Knight; Minute 
of Ladies! Social Circle, (Ladies' Sewing Circle until 1888), 1841-1932, 
10 vols., in church safe, 1933--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs 
Chester Fay, secretary, 377 May Street, Worcester; Minutes of Mission 
Circle, 1897-1926, 4 vols., in possession of Mrs. Knight, 1927--, 2 vols 
in possession and custody of Mrs. Arthur E. Graves, secretary, 48 Wachuset 
Street, Worcester; Minutes of Men's Club, 1908-31, 1 vol., in custody of 
Mrs. Knight, 1932--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mr. John C. 
Brosnihan, secretary, 310 Park Avenue, Worcester; Minutes of Church Schoo] 
Association, 1924--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of Miss Ruth 
Knight, 15 Lancaster Street, Worcester; Minutes of Universalist Library 
Association, with constitution, list of members, 1849-56, 1 vol., poor 
condition, no binding, in church safe; Minutes “of Young People's Literary 
Association, with constitution, 1875-80, 1 vol., in church safe; Minutes 
of Young People's Christian Union, 1930--, 1 vol., in possession and . 
custody of Miss Peggy Putnam, secretary, 8 Boyden Street, Worcester; 
Minutes of Universalist Aid (organized 1927 as Universalist Young Women's 
Aid, name changed 1937), 1927--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of 
Miss Mabel C. Colebrook, secretary, 469 Grove Street, Worcester; Minutes 
of Altruistic Circle (organized in 1909 by members of Sunday School), 
1909-37 (dissolved), 4 vols., in custody of Mrs. Knight; Minutes of f 
Wilmarth Class (organized in 1899 as Sunday School class, became club in 
1916), 1916--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Walter B. Barrett, 
secretary, 38 Laconia Road, Worcester; Minutes of Z. E.H. Club (organi 
in 1889 in honor of Mrs. Zelia E. Harris), 1912-28, 2 vols., in possessioz 
of Mrs. Knight, 1928--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Walter 
E. Barnard, secretary, 79 Hadwen Road, Worcester; Minutes of Junior Z. E 
H. Club, 1934--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Miss Esther Damerall, 
secretary, treasurer, 660 Pleasant Street, Worcester; Minutes of The 
Universalist Comrades, with constitution, 1917-26, 1 vol., in the posses- 
Sion of the Universalist General Convention, at 16 Beacon Street, Boston 
and in custody of Miss Esther Richardson, assistant secretary; Minutes of 
Red Cross Auxiliary, 1918-19, 1 vol., in church safe; Register, church © 
members, 1843--, 1 vol., loose-leaf; Register, dedications, 1843--, 1 vol., 
loose-leaf; Register, of church and varish officers, officers of subsidii 
organizations, 1841--, 1 vol.; all registers compiled from minutes books 
in custody of Mrs. Knight; Lists of church members, 1868, 1903, 1918, 1931 
printed, 4 pp. each; Receipts and expenditures of society, 1919-26, 2 
vols., in church safe, 1927--, 4 vols., in possession and custody of Mr. 
Arthur S. Longley, treasurer, 41 Oread Street, Worcester; Charitable funds, 
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income from legacies and expenditures, 1914--, 1 vol., in possession and 
custody of Mr. Longley; Receipts and expenditures of Ladies' Social Circle, 
1906--, 4 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. Harry H. Atwood, mh 
treasurer, 24 Fiske Street, Worcester; Receipts and expenditures of Mission 
Circle, 1897--, 3 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. Walter B. 
Barrett, treasurer; Receipts and expenditures of Men's Club, with state- 
ments, 1922--, 1 package, in possession and custody of Mr. Herbert R. Dixon, 
treasurer, Highland Street, Worcester; Receipts and expenditures of the 
Young People's Christian Union, 1931--, 2 vols., in possession and custody 
of Mr. Austin Coates, treasurer, 14 Hartshorn Avenue, Worcester; Receipts 
and expenditures of Universalist Aid, 1927--, 1 vol., in possession and 
custody of Mrs. Nathaniel Dunbar, treasurer, 43 Amherst Street, Worcester; 
Receipts and expenditures of Altruistic Circle, 1909-37, 1 vol., in custody 
of Mrs. Knight; Receipts and expenditures of Wilmarth Class, 1919--, 1 
yol., in possession and custody of Miss Margurerite Woods, treasurer, 76 
Dover Street, Worcester; Receipts and expenditures of Z. E. H. Club, 1913--, 
1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Joseph L. Ashwood, treasurer, 55 
Institute Road, Worcester; Receipts and expenditures of Church School, 
1929--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mr. Hugh A. Allen, treasurer, 
109 Tower Street, Worcester; Fair committee records, reports of treasurer, 
1896-1903, 1 vol., in church safe; Biographies of ministers of church, 
gathered and written by Mrs. Knight, 1 vol., in possession of Mrs. 

Knight; Correspondence, letters of acceptance of call and resignation, 
scattered, 18435--, 1 box, in custody of Mrs. Knight; Calendars, 1921--, 
printed, 2 boxes, in possession of Mrs. Knight; The Message, monthly pub- 
dication, with reports, parish register, 1901--, 8 vols., bound, in pos- 
session of Mrs. Knight; Scrap book, newspaper clippings, 1929--, 5 vols., 
kept by and in possession of Mrs. Knight; Photograph of Aitruistic Circle, 
mecem 8G, 1957, in custody of Mrs. Knight; Plans: of parish house, 1927, 1 
bundle, in anteroom; Plan of land of society, 1927; Plans of parish house, 
5 items; Specifications for heating and ventilating parish house, one 

item; Specifications for labor and material for parish house, one item; 
Specifications for electrical work in parish house, one item; Specifications 
for plumbing, one item; Wall photograph album, pictures of early church 
leaders, early Universalist churches and schools. History, Biographical 
Sketches of Pastors, Confession of Faith, and Constitution, also a List 

of Members from 1843 to 1885 of the First Universalist Church, Worcester, 
Mass. U.S.A. (Worcester, Daniel Seagrave, 1885), 52 pp., 1 vol.; History, 
Biographical Sketches of Pastors, Confession of Faith and Constitution, 
also a List of Members from Noy. 1841 to March 1895 of the First 
Universalist Church, Worcester, Mass. (Worcester, Daniel Seagrave, 1895) , 
64 pp., 1 vol.; History of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Hirst 
Universalist Church, Worcester, Mass. (1916), 20 pp., 1 vol.; "City Church 
Is Rich in History" in Worcester Sunday Telegram, May 3, 19351, 1 item; 
Constitution of First Universalist Society of Worcester, 1956, printed 
circular, 1 item; all five foregoing items in possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor 
Alfred Storer Cole. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Main and Foster Streets, purchase and sale by "First 
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Universalist Meeting House Proprietors," vol. 379, p. 5ll, recorded July 
19, 1843; vol. 1804, p. 431, recorded May 3, 1905; mortgage and discharg 
vol. 380, p. 406, recorded August 5, 18433 aiseherced in margin, January 
13, 1854; mortgage and discharge, vol. 35, p. 311, recorded January Lamm 
1854; phecheneed in margin, November 26, 1892; lease to First Universe 
Parish and Church of Worcester and avec. of lease by Parish, voig 39 
p» 252, recorded July 20, 1844; vol. 844, p. 104, recorded May 1, 1871; 
"2 Pleasant Street, purchase, vol. 704, p. 205, recorded May 11, 1865; 
mortgage and discharge, vol. 7, p. 157, recorded September 15, 1870; ais 
charged in margin, March 20, 1377; mortgage and discharge, vol: 9) op 49" 
recorded March 13, 1877; discharged in margin, December 27, 1882; mortgag 
and discharge, vol. 1590, p. 616, recorded October 25, 1898; vol. 1746, 
460, recorded April 27, 1903; property in Royalston, acquisition by will 
and sale, no record of acquisition, vol. 1804, p. 354, recorded April 2¢ 
1905; 134 Lincoln Street, mortgage assigned to society and discharge, vol 
2263, p. 246, recorded March 6, 1922; vol. 2428, p. 408, recorded Peprums 
8, 1927; Clinton Court, notice of filing of vetition establishing title 
and right of way, vol. 2458, p. 548, recorded January 20, 1928; Merrick 
Street, tract on Jacques Avenue, parcel of land with buildings at Sever 
and Dayton Streets, acquisition, by will and sale, no record of acquisit: 
given, vol. 2088, p. 14, recorded October 4, 1915; Union Hill, purchase }j 
First Universalist Meeting House Proprietors, vol. 549, p. 205, recorded 
July 14, 1855; land and buildings on Carroll Street, acauisition by wild 
and sale, no record of acquisition, vol. 1535, p. 348, recorded April 2 
1897; mortgage taken back by society and discharge, vol: 1535, p. 350, 
corded April 22, 1897; vol. 2408, p. 304, recorded June 28, 1927; parsone 
at 38 Sever Street, purchase and sale, vol. 2188, p. 311, recorded 
September 8, 1919; vol. 2698, p. 382, recorded July 1, 1937. 


187, SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1841-46 (defunct), Main Street, © 
corner of Walnut Street, Woburn. 


a 
1 


Some of the members of the First Universalist Society (see entry 99) 
dissatisfied with the impsnding decision to disband, formed the Second 
Universalist Society in 1841. While they arphe nied their dissociation 
from the controversial views of Rev. John Gregory, former pastor of the 
earlier society, on temperance and abolition by adonting another name , 
they continued to worship in the meetinghouse of the First Universalist 
Society until its sale to the town by that body in 1842 and to utilize 
thet legal entity for their subsequent real estate transections. 


In April 18435 the Second Universalist Society installed Rev. Webster 
Bettes Randolph as pastcer; he served for 3 years. During 1845 and 1844 
the society worshipped in the town hall, but in November of the latter 
year it dedicated a meetinghouse which had been built on Main Street, at 
the corner of Walnut Street. This building was of wood, gothic style, ; 


with @ tower at each corner surmounted by @ cupola and belfry, 
‘¢ 
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The society disbanded in 1846, and in 1847 its members joined with 
the Unitarians, who hed occasionally worshipped in the Universalist 
meetinghouse since 1843, to form the First Unitarian Parish in Woburn (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). The meeting- 
house was occupied by the latter body until its sale in 1865 to the 
Methodists (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Episcopal Archives an 
Massachusetts) who in turn used it until its destruction by fire in 1873. 


Receipts and expenditures, with fees to ministers, 1843-44, 1 vol.; 
Subscripvtion accounts for completing and furnishing new Universalist 
meetinghouse, 1843, 1 vol.; both bound together with one of the records’ -. 
of the First Universalist Society, and in possession of Woburn Public 
Library, Woburn; Rev. W. S. Barnes, pastor of the First Unitarian Parish 
in Woburn, "The History of the Universalist and Unitarian Movements in 
Woburn, Mass.," t. mss., 36 pp., transcribed from a series of articles in 
Our Banner, church paper of the First Unitarian Church, in possession of 
the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody 
of Professor Alfred Storer Cole 


Property recordings at the Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Site of meetinghouse on Main Street, purchase, 
transfer to treasurer of First Universalist Meetinghouse in Woburn, mortgage, 
four assignments, assignment to the Woburn Methodist Episcopal Church 
Society, sale to the Woburn Methodist Episcopal Church Society, mortgage 
taken by the society, and marginal discharge, vol. 443, p. 90, recorded 
May 7, 1844; vol. 475, p. 466, recorded January 21, 1846; vol. 475, p. 467, 
receraed sanuary 21, 18463 vol. 759, p. 394); recorded March 14, 1857; vol. 
869, p. 9, recorded October 23, 1861; vol. 894, ». 489, recorded September 
Pe werooes vol. 206. pps) 155-56, recorded) May 27, 1863; vol. 949, %. 355, 
econo une) 66. 1865; vol. 95k, p. 295, recorded July 1D; 2865vol. 949, 
p. 3914, recorded June 21, 1865; vol. 949, p. 314, recorded August 2, 1867; 


188. INDEPENDENT UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1841-ca. 1856 (defunct) , 
Elm Street, Gloucester. 


The Independent Universalist Society was organized shortly after the 
annual meeting of the Independent Christian Church (see entry 44) in 
Avril, 1841. This new society came into being as a result of difficulties 
which arose among the members of the Independent Christian Church, Three 
years before the birth of the new organization, Rev. Daniel D. Smith of 
Portland, Maine, had, on December 20, 1838, been installed as junior pastor, 
to assist the aged pastor, Rev. Thomas Jones, The congregation increased, 
and in order to secure more accomodations, it was voted on January 29, 1839, 
"to make an alteration in the gallery by which they could obtain Fifty-four 
pews." In addition, a vestry and school house called the "Murray Institute" 
was erected on the grounds of the church and dedicated October 31, 1839 
The "Liberal Institute" a school formerly located at Methuen was moved here 
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and opened in the new building in November. The school lasted for 59 
terms after which the enterprise was abandoned. Shortly after the inay 
ration of the school, dissension arose, causing a division of the mem 
The Rev. Mr. Smith cestenea in October 1840, his services being retained 

until after the April annual meeting. His followers organized the 
Independent Universalist Society, and commenced meetings in Murray q 
Institute hall. In 1843, they invited the Rev. Mr. Smith to become the: 
pastor, and he remained until the summer of 1848. A house of worship wa 
dedicated on Elm Street, in September 1845. Rev. George J. Sanger was 
installed as pastor in April 1853, and served until March 1856. The dis 
solution of the society soon followed, and in 1858 the property was sold 
to the Methodists. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


189. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1841-68 (defunct), Billerica. 


In the late months of 1841, a group of members of The First Parish 
Church in Billerica (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in 
Massachusetts) presented a petition to the town clerk asking for a special 
meeting to organize a Universalist society. On January 10, 1842, the © 
' meeting was held, and the First Universalist Society, Billerica was 7 
organized. The society purchased a parcel of land located on the north 
side of what is now West Street, near Billerica Center and-erected a 
meetinghouse. The new edifice was dedicated in the latter part of 1842. 
Rev. Varnum Lincoln was the first settled minister of the society, assumi 
the pastorate in September 1843, remaining until 1845. Due to the lack 
of support and a diminishing membership, the society decided to disband. 
At the last meeting, on January 18, 1868, it was voted to sell the meeting- 
house and to dissolve the society. The building was sold to the Roman 
Catholic diocese (see forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic Archives il 
Massachusetts) and moved to North Billerica where it was used as a chapel 
The proceeds of the sale of the property were distributed among the mem= 
bers of the First Universalist Society. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, September 24, 1842. 


The following records are in custody and possession of the Billerica 
Historical Society, Cummings House, Billerica: Extract of minutes of 
society, 1868, 4 pp., 1 item; Petition to Dudley Foster, justice of the 
peace, to issue warrant for meeting, 1841, 1 item; warrants, 1842, 1852, 
2 items; Deed from Joel Richardson, 1852, 1 item; peat ae for 
mect inekouses 1842, 2 items; Receipts for ministers salaries, 1853, 1854, 
1858, 3 items; Historical Sketch, 1842-67; Sermons “ Revs. E. H. Chapin 
and Thomas Baldwin Thayer, 1845, 1846, 2 items; List of pastors, 1843-68. 
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Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Bast Cambridge: church site, purchase and sale, vol. 415, p. 472, 
recorded June 2, 1842; vol. 72, p. 332, recorded March 22, 1870. 


190. PROPRIETORS OF THE THIRD UNIVERSALIST MEETINGHOUSE IN LOWELL , 
1842-50 (defunct), Central Street, corner of Merrimack Street, 
Lowell. 


This church was organized in 1843 and the building later known as 
Barrister's Hall on the southeast corner of Merrimack and Central Streets, 
built for its place of worship. Dedication exercises were held on 
January 31, 1844. It had a brief and somewhat irregular existence. Rev. 
H. G. Smith is reported to have been the first pastor, but in 1844 Rev. 
John Moore is noted in the City Directory as pastor. The Rev. Mr. Smith 
succeeded the Rev. Mr. Moore and he in turn was followed by Rev. L. J. 
Fletcher. These last two men were probably not in full fellowship with 
the Universalist denomination, and "preached independently as ecclesiastical 
guerillas."1 The building was sold to the Second Wesleyan Methodist 
Society in 1850 (see forthcoming Inventory of the Methodist Episcopal 
Archives in Massachusetts) . 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, October 29, 1842 
No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, Lowell: Central and Merrimac Streets, purchase, contract to paint 
building, contract to insert beam for support of building, vol. 41, p. 568, 
recorded December 26, 1843; vol. 39, p. 527, recorded November 25, 1843; 
Vol. 42, p. 99, recorded June 16, 1843; mortgage, vol. 41, p. 570, vol 
437, p. 136, recorded December 22, 1843; discharged November 16, 1850, 
eitation not found; vote to sell, and sale, vol. 69, pp. 85-87, vol. 582, 
pp. 72-74, recorded November 8, 1850; and November 15, 1850. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, Boston: 
Certificate of incorporation, 1843, ch. 33, approved March 22, 1843 


191. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN THMPLETON, 1842-ca. 1857 (defunct), 
Town Hall, Templeton. ; 


A Universalist Society was organized in Templeton in 1842, and the 
first meeting was held in the old town hall, shortly after the organization. 


eer anne Srey 8 ee ee 
“{1. Charles Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 90. 
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A new town hall was erected on the site of the old building in Templeton 
center, next to where the Congregational Church (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) now stands. Here the society 
continued to hold its meetings, as it was never financially in a position ~ 
to erect a meetinghouse. Services were conducted irregularly, on alternate 
Sundays at best. The society was never able to settle a minister, and Rev. 
Gerard Bushnell is reported to have been the only minister who supplied for 
the Universalists in Templeton. Sometime previous to 1857, the society vas 
dissolved, no services having been conducted for several years. ig 


No records have been found. a 


192, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN MIDDLEBOROUGH, 1842- -ca. 1872 
(defunct) , Hiddleborough. 


The First Universalist Society in Middleborough was organized in . 
1842 by Rev. E. H. Lake. For many years prior to this organization, certain 
residents had expressed their support of Universalism by becoming members — 
of the Universalist Society of Halifax (see entry 91) and other nearby 
towns. Shortly after organization, Rev. E. R. Crocker was called to the 
pastorate, remaining with the society for several years. Meetings were 
held fortnightly at Pierce Hall or the Purchase schoolhouse for a number — 
of years, later being held in a schoolhouse on School Street and in 
Hinckley Hall. In 1854, it was decided to erect a meetinghouse, A site © 
on Oak Street was purchased and funds for the church building were raised, ~ 
but the society began a decline, and in 1872 the lot was sold. The title ~ 
to the property had been vested in the First Universalist Samaritan Sewing 
Circle, and after the sale the proceeds were divided among the members of © 
this organization. An unsuccessful attempt was made a few years later to © 
revive the society. The individuals affiliated with this church became 
members of the First Unitarian Society (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Unitarian Archives in Massachuset‘s) . 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Plymouth: a 
Church site, purchase and sale, vol. 256, p. 310, recorded March 25. 1854; 
vol. 38, p. 10, recorded | Ble cee . 


193, FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN CHELSEA (Church of the Redeemer), — 
1842--, corner of Clark and Cary Avenues, Chelsea. 


Prior to 1840, residents of Chelsea, desiring to hear Universalist 
preaching, found it necessary to travel by ferry to Boston in order to 
attend the services of the First Universalist Society in Boston (see 
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entry 47), and hear the preaching of Rev. Sebastian Streeter. Because of 
the distance and the inconvenience of travel, steps were taken to find a 
place where the Universalists could hold services in Chelsea. The owner 

of a saw mill on Broadway, where Fifth Street now begins, gave the use of 
the loft for Sunday services. A desk of plain white boards served as the 
pulpit and boards supported by wooden horses were used as seats, except for 
a few chairs loaned by neighbors. Here, the Rev. Mr. Streeter, Rev. Sylvanus 
Cobb, Rev. Otis A. Skinner, Rev. Hosea Ballou and others preached. These 
quarters were soon outgrown, and Mr. Edward Pratt, chief engineer of the 
Fire Department, received permission to use the engine house for several 
Sundays. These quarters also were soon outgrown and Guild Hall on 
Winnisimmet Street was engaged. 


In 1842, Rev. Asa P. Cleverly was chosen pastor, and a Sabbath School 
was established. A constitution was accepted on November 15, 1842, and the 
society was publicly recognized at services held on November 17 of that 
year, in the meetinghouse of the First Church in Chelsea, later the First 
Unitarian Church of Revere (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives 
in Massachusetts). The Ladies Sewing Circle was formed about this time. 

On May 1, 1844, the society removed from Guild Hall to the new schoolhouse 
at the corner of Shurtleff and Maverick Streets. On November 17, it again 
moved, this time to Gerrish Hall, which was located at the junction of Park 
and Winnisimmet Streets. The Rev. Mr. Cleverly resigned at this time. A 
petition to issue a warrant for a meeting to organize the society under the 
general laws of the stats was presented to Mr. John Low, justice of the 
peace, on April 2, 1845. The meeting was held on April 21, and a constitu- 
tion adopted. 


At a parish meeting held in April 1849, a committee was chosen to 
consider the building of a church. As a result, land was purchased at the 
corner of Chestnut and Fourth Streets, and a church erected, which was 
dedicated on May 15, 1850, It was a brick structure of Gothic design. Two 
vestry rooms were provided, one of which was used for the Sabbath School, 
the other leased to the town for the use of a primary school. The main 
church contained a gallery for the choir. In 1852, a chancel was added. 
Sometime prior to 1850, Rev. Charles H. Leonard, then pastor of the church, 
inaugurated the custom of observing a Sunday in June as Rose Sunday or 
Children's Day, and, in 1857, the church formally set aside the second 
Sunday in June, designating it as Children's Sunday. Ten years later, the 
Universalist General Convention (see entry 1) recommended the adoption of 
this observance by all its churches. 


In May 1860, it was voted to build a larger church if a certain sum 
should be subscribed. Apparently, this sum was raised, for in July the 
old edifice was vacated, and thereafter services were held in City Hall. 
The new church was erected on the old site, and was dedicated July 10, 1862. 
This structure was destroyed in the Chelsea fire of 1908. Early in 1909, 
steps were taken to rebuild. The parish bought the lot at the corner of 


Clark and Cary Avenues. The house which occupied this lot was moved to the 


rear, and used as a parsonage. The cornerstone of the new building was 
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laid on October 3, 1909; dedication services were held on January 15, 19ERae 
The edifice is of English Gothic design, constructed of seam-faced 


Weymouth granite. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, August 16, 1854, November : 
25, 1848; William H. McClintock, "History of the First Universalist Society, 
Chelsea, Mass.," n.d., t., 10 pp., in custody of Mr. Merrill E. Smith, 19 4 
Willard Street, Chelsea, and located at church; Chelsea Evening Record, 
October 4, 1909, and January 16, 1911; "New Church at-Chelsea for the 
Universalist Society under Brother C. H. Leonard," in The Christian Freeman 
and Family Visitor, July 27, 1860; William M. McGlauflin, What the 4 
Universalist Church is Doing, 1907 to 1909, (Boston, Universalist Publishing 
House, 1909), p. 23 for picture of first meetinghouse, 1850, and p. 32 for © 


+ 


picture of third and present edifice; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir 
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Church in Chelsea, Mass., t. ms., 1938, 3 pp., in possession of the 
Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford. 


The following records, except when otherwise noted, are in the custody 
of Mr. Merrill E. Smith, former treasurer, 19 Willard Street, Chelsea, and ; 
are located at the church: Minutes of society, 1845-57, 1 vol.; Minutes 
of parish, 1858-1931, 3 vols.; Minutes of church, with admissions, dismis- ~ 
sions, deaths, 1858--, 3 vols., in custody of Mr. Oliver J. Holt, clerk, oa 
Linden Road, Melrose; Minutes of standing committee, 1856-1922, 2 vols.; 
Minutes of building committee, 1860-62, 1 vol.; Minutes of Sabbatk School 
Association, 1860-81, 2 vols.; Minutes of Sabbath School teachers, 1846-51, © 
1 vol.; Minutes of Society of the Altar, with constitution and bylaws, 
1866-90, 1 vol.; Minutes of Young People's Aid Socisty, with constitution 
and list of members, 1852-53, and Reading Circle, with members, 1857-62, 1 
vol.; Minutes of Young People's Missionary Association, #33, 1889-95, 1 
vol.; Minutes of Junior Young People's Christian Union, with treasurer's 
reports, scattered 1895-1902, 2 vols.; Register: baptisms, deaths, 1859--, — 
2 vols., in custody of Mr. Oliver J. Holt; Members, 1914-24, hdw., and ti 
12 pp.; Receipts and expenditures of parish, 1898-1903, 1920-28, 4 VOlS.5 1 
Receipts and expenditures of building committee, 1861-63, 1 vol.; check 
stubs, 1868-76, 1950-33, 2 books; Canceled checks, 1910-14, 500 items; 
Receipts, 1850, 1870-80, about 115 items; Weekly offerings, 1925, 2 voi 
Subscription lists of society, 1844-45, 1859, 2 loose sheets; Reports of 
officers and committees, scattered 1866-1933, about 200 loose sheets; 
Setting of seats in Gerrish Hall and Universalist Society, 1845, 1 loose 
Sheet; Pew deeds and transfers, some copies, 1850-59, 1862-70, 1 vol.; Pew q 
valuation and taxes, 1853, 1 loose sheet; Pew rentals, 1868, loose sheets; 
Receipts for pew taxes, 1875-81, 1 vol.; Pew tax receipts, 1856, ‘in the am 
Tufts College Library, Tufts College, Mass. and in custody of Mr. Raymond 
L. Walkley, librarian; Pew receipts, 1816, 1800-28, located in the hk 
Bellinghan-Cary House collection, Chelsea; Pew pledges, 1910-13, 400 cards; — 
Pledges for church site, 1848, 1 loose sheet; Deeds, 1909, 1910, 1924, 19a00e 
4 items; Contracts to install organ, 1893, 1909, 2 items; Warrants for a 
parish meetings, 1893-1935, 55 items; Specifications for church edifices, 


> 
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1860 and n.d., 43 pp.; Plan showing encoachment on Kibby estate, 1865, 1 
loose sheet; Credentials of delegates to ordination of Rev. Charles H. 
Leonard, 1848, 5 loose sheets; Letters: To and from standing committee of 
Unitarian Society, accepting use of their church, 1860, 2 items; from 
pastors and others, concerning calls, acceptances and other church business, 
1865-88, 1912-35, 63 items; from Rev. Charles H. Leonard to Rev. R. Perry 
Bush, concerning Children's Sunday, 1917, 2 items; Letter of dismission from 
Rev. Samuel Robbins to Dr. Albert Guild, Boston, 1839, 1 item, in possession 
of the Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford and in custody 
of Professor Alfred Storer Cole; Order of Services: Installation of Rev. 
Andrew Jackson Canfield, 1873, installation of Rev. Charles Conklin, 1882, 
installation of Rev. Samuel W. Sample, 1885, installation of Rev. George B. 
Stocking, 1890, and ordination of Rev. R. Perry Bush, 1879, printed, 4 pp. 
each, laying of the cornerstone, printed, 1909, 4 pp., dedication of church, 
January 15, 1911, printed, 6 pp., 8 copies, sixtieth anniversary of founding 
of Children's Sunday, 1917, printed, 4 pp. reconsecration of church, 1919, 
printed sheet, 16 items; Sunday School attendance records, 1859-64, 1921-22, 
1936-38, 13 vols.; Articles of the Religion and Government of the Universalist 
Church, adopted by the Church of the Redeemer, Chelsea, (Chelsea, Hovey 
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Brothers, 1869), 20 pp.; Constitution and Bylaws of the Young People's 


a a a ee eee 


Pike and Company, 1891), 8 pp.; Charles H. Leonard, Memorial Service, tribute 
to Benjamin P. Shillaber, printed, 1890, 16 pp. 


Property recordings in the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Land at Chestnut and Fourth Streets, purchase, vol. 603, p. 212, recorded 
September 5, 1849; additional lot on Chestnut Street, purchase, vol. 606 , 
p. 49, recorded October 24, 1849; additional land on Chestnut Street, pur- 
chase, vol. 809, p. 154, recorded March 7, 1862; mortgage of all property, 
yol. 2162, p. 385, recorded November 1, 1893; sale of all property, vol 
3405, p. 474, recorded November 5, 1909; land at Clark and Cary Avenues, 
Pee neee, vol.) 3653, p: 126, recorded April 1; 1909; additional land on 
Clark Avenue, purchase, vol. 3365, p. 439, recorded May 22, 1909; correction 
of bounds in previous deed, vol. 3489, p. 639, recorded July 19, 1910; 
mortgage, vol. 3477, p. 405, recorded August 23, 1910; deed, all property 
to Massachusetts Universalist Convention "on condition that it revert to 
society if Convention does not maintain preaching by clergymen of the 
Convention for-two consecutive years," vol. 4201, p. 121, recorded 
January 22, 1920; deed of all property from Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention to society on same conditions as above, vol. 4201, p. lee, re- 
corded February 25, 1920; discharge of mortgage, vol. 4266, p. 470, re- 
corded December 3, 1920; mortgage, vol. 4266, pv. 470, recorded November 30, 
1920; mortgage and discharge, vol. 4586, p. 296, recorded June 20, 1924; 
vol. 5223, p. 416, recorded October 29, 1930; mortgage, vols B223,.-py 129, 
recorded October 29, 1930; vol. 5290, pe 57, recorded October Sl, 1931 
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194 FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN NORTH ADAIS (First Universalist I 
Society in North Adams), 1842--, Summer Street near Federal 


Street, North Adams. 


Prior to the formal organization of a Universalist society in North ~ 
Adams, Rev. Hiram Beckwith vreached every few weeks during 1840 in the 
third story of Arcade Hall. On March 1, 1842, after further missionary 
work by Rev. William Wilcox, 24 Universalists petitioned Justice of the 
Peace Isaac Hodges to issue a warrant calling for a meeting for organiza-~ 
tional purposes. Accordingly, on April 9, 1842, the First Universalist 7 
Society in North Adams was formed. Rev. Hiram Torrey served as its firs " 
settled minister until 1844. 


A A 
In 1843, Stephen B. Brown vurchased for use of the society the old © 
Methodist Church on Center Street (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist 
Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts). This was repaired in 1845 and used © 
by the society until 1852 when Mr. Brown's creditors foreclosed the 
property. Land was then purchased on State Street, and a meetinghouse, 
which housed the society for 40 years, was erected. A church was organized 
on December 15, 1861, and was merged with the society in 1928, The rapi 
growth of the town by 1890, made a change of location desirable, as St 
Street had become a business center. 


A church building was erected on the oresent site, and dedicated 
uly ad lat: The old church Shea ee sold the year before, with 


A Bible aa A was held ae fe Heit 1842 until April 1852, when the 
Sunday School was organized. In recent years the church has established — 
a forest shrine in Braytonville not far from the city where outdoor serv-_ 
ices may be held. This shrine is a memorial gift of the descendants ofm 
one of the first members of the society. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 51 for pictures of church; Seventy-fifth © 
Anniversary of the Universalist Society, 1842-1917, (North Adams, 
Excelsior Printing Company, 1917), "A Brief History. of the First 
Universalist Church of North Adams, Mass., 1842-1937," compiled by 
Faith Wy Carley ,1937, 8° pp. 


Minutes of society, 1842-1928, (merged with church), 5 vols., Minutes 
of church, 1861--, 4 vols., Minutes of Universalist Association Circle, 
1872-83; Minutes of Social Club, 1910-18; Minutes of building committee, 
with receipts and expenditures, 1892; Register: members, 1869, families, — 
1886, baptisms, 1887-1918, marriages, 1887-1918, deaths, 1886- 1909, church 
attendance, 1902-06, Perea Gnas 1885-1906; Recetas and expend ia 
1897-98, 1907- 12, 1914; 8 vols.; Collector's BebouMne: 1898-99, 1903-06, 
2 vols.; Pew rentals, 1896-99; Building fund sebountes 1894-95, 1 vous 
Receipts and expenditures of Cadien School, 1875-93; Records of Sunday 
School Association, 1900-19, 3 vols.; Newspaper i eee relative to 
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dedication of forest shrine in Braytonville, 1928-29, in custody of Year 
Book, First Universalist Church, North Adams, Mass., 1900. 


Property recordings at Berkshire County Registry of Deeds, North 
Adams: Site of second meetinghouse on State Street, purchase, vol. 78, p. 
Boo, recorded April 3, 1854. 


195. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1843, Easton. 


The Directory for 1843 lists a society organized here with Rev. A 
©. Dudley as pastor. It is not listed thereafter. 


No records have been found. 


No vroperty recordings have been found. 


196. WEST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1843-48 (defunct), Chardon Street, 
Boston. 


During the later years of Rev. Hosea Ballou's ministry at the 
Second Society of Universalists in the Town of Boston (see entry 66), 
it became necessary to obtain a colleague and assistant pastor Among 
the candidates was Rev. T. C. Adam. When the Rev. Mr. Adam was not chosen 
after having preached before the society from May 1842 to January 1843, 
he started to hold services in a chapel on Cherdon Street just recently 
vacated by the Adventists (see forthcoming Inventory of Adventist Archives 
in Hassachusetts). A portion of the Second Society followed him and 
organized the West Universalist Society. I11 health forced the Rev. Mr 
Adam to resign the pastorate on August 30, 1864, and after a brief period 
Of supplies, Rev. D. H. Plumb accepted the call in February 1847. The 
Rev. Mr. Plumb was apparently the last minister since the society was dis- 
solved in 1848, most of the members returning to the Second Society. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, September 12, 1846, February 
bs 1847. 


No records have been found, 


No property recordings have been found, 


360 
Churches in Massachusetts 


197, UNIVERSALIST SOCIEIY, ca. 1844-46 (defunct), Sheffield. 
The Directory for 1846 lists a group here with a "union meetinghouse." 


They are not reported thereafter. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, July 17, 1844. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


198 SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SALEM, 1844-67 (defunct), Salem, 


This society was organized in 1844 and Rev. Day K. Lee became the 
first pastor in the same year. The Directory states that a church was 
organized in 1850 It is not listed after 1867 when Rev. Thomas J i 
Greenwood appears as pastor. The membership wes probably absorbed into 
the First Universalist Society of Salem (see entry 57). 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, November 2, 1844. 
No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found 


199. ST, PAUL'S UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF ADAHS, (First Universalist 
Society of Adams), 1844-1929 (defunct), Adams 


This society was organized March 28, 1844 and services were held 
in the so-called "Brick Church," located on the northwest corner of the 
present site of the L. L. Brown Paper Co., at Central and Commercial 
Streets. All denominations in the town attended union services in the 
church and the pulpit was supplied as circumstances allowed without regard 
for sectarian differences. By 1850, the Universalists desired a meeting-— 
house of their own and a committee was appointed for the purpose of pur-— 
chasing the "Brick Church" from the proprietors, or purchasing a lot ies 
build a new meetinghouse. Negotiations over the "Brick Church" continued 
until 1859 when the society voted to sell its interest, acquired from the 
proprietorships of a number of its members. The vote, evidently, was not 
carried out for nearly a decade. 


~ 


In 1869, the society voted to build a meetinghouse on land owned by 


Henry J. Bliss, and on March 1, 1870, the lot was purchased. A two-story 
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brick church edifice was dedicated in 1872 on Center Street, and Rev. 
Quincy Whitney became pastor. At a meeting on March 25, 1873, it was 
voted to change the name from First Universalist Society of Adams to St. 
Paul's Universalist Parish. In 188%, a parsonage was built on Crandall 
Street. 


By 1921, interest had lapsed to a degree where the advisability of 
renting the church to other societies was considered. On January 5, 1929, 
it was voted to dispose of all property and to turn the proceeds and cash 
invested over to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention. The church 
was sold to the Adams Lodge of Elks, and the parish house to Mildred W. 
Jones. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, pv. 17 for picture of church. 

The following records are in custody of the Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention, 16 Beacon Street, Boston: Minutes, 1844-73, with copy of 
warrant for organization meeting, March 28, 1844, 1874-1929, with scattered 
treasurer's reports, 2 vols.; Letters: Rev. Olney I. Darling to society 
resigning pastorate, 1909, 1 item; Massachusetts Universalist Convention 
to Mr. Ira S. Ball, clerk, granting $200 in aid, 1921, 1 item; Society to 
the principal and faculty of the Adams High School, notifying them of 
$200 fund for needy students, 1930, litem; these three items in second 
volume of the minutes of the society. 


Property recordings at Berkshire County, North District, Registry of 
Deeds, North Adams: Church site on Center Street, purchase, vol. ECL: Ps 
423, recorded April 12, 1870: (no record of sale found), Crandall's Street 
personage, purchase and sale, vol. 171, p. 73, recorded August 11, 1883; 


vol. 597, ps» 515, recorded April 4, 1929. 


200. UNIVERSALIST SOCIEIY, ca. 1845-52 (defunct), Castle Road, Truro. 


In 1839, while teaching at the Academy in Provincetown, which had been 
established by ev. John Bovee Dods, Rev. Nathaniel Gunnison preached in 
Truro and Wellfleet.t In 1846, Rev. B. H. Clark, then resident minister 
in Truro, wrote a glowing report of the situation there. "Our cause," 
wrote the Rev. Mr. Clark, "is in a highly prosperous state at present in 
this town. The society has commenced the erection of a meetinghouse, 
Capable of accomodating canfortably at least 400 persons, and which will 
probably be finished about the first of December. They have preaching half 
_the time at present; and will probably settle a minister vermanently next 
year. Within the last 12 months*a very favorable change has taken place 
in public sentiment here, in reference to our principles; and the present 
direction of that sentiment seems clearly in their favor. A large portion 


1. Asa M. Bradley, "My Cape Cod Story," p. 39. 
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of the intelligence and wealth of the place is already in our ranks." 
The edifice under construction was situated on Castle Road on a high 
hill at the center of the town. The exterior of the building had: been “ 
completed, with the exception of the windows, when, on the evening of 
November 25, 1846, a disaster occurred. According to a contemporary ac- 
count: "There was a violent gale from the north, and about midnight the 
house fell with a tremendous crash, casting its fragments to great di 
The loss is estimated at $1400 or 1500. The society as yet is small 
their means much limited." 


The building was so completely demolished, that it was impossible to 
rebuild, and the members of the society became so disheartened that, ac- 
cording to the Directory for 1848, it was not until that year that chey 
erected a new meetinghouse. Although a missionary was employed by thew 
Cape Cod Missionary Society (see entry 14A) in the winter of 1851 and 
1852, "who labored chiefly in Wellfleet and Truro, with satisfactory 
results,"5 the society did not survive. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, March 14, 1840, 
No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found, 


201; SOUTH UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1845-54 (defunct), Canton Street, — 
Bostons 


The South Universalist Society was organized in 1845, and Rev. a 
Ezekiel W. Coffin was installed as pastor. In November of that year, the 
site for a meetinghouse at the corner of Canton Street and Suffolk Street 
(now Shawmut Avenue) was purchased from Thomas J. Lobdell. The Rev, Mr. 
Coffin was succeeded by Rev. Darwin Mott on June 27, 1847. In January > 
1848, James P. Tolman sued the society for payment of a promissory novel 
for a2, 90, and the property was auctioned off by Constable Thomas P. oa 
Ryder for 840 to Benjamin B, Mussey to satisfy the judgment. Mr. Mussey 
was probably a member of the society since services were resumed on 
October 7, 1849, with Rev. J, T. Sargent as pastor, and the meetingho 
was repeuaee the following year, Rev. M. M. Preston, who accepted th 
pastorate in April 1852, was probably the last. minister, for the society 
was dissolved in 1854 and the meetinghouse sold by Mr. maseey to John We 
Wetherell in August of that year. 


1. Universalist Miscellany, IV, p. 204. 
BewrLoi dss  pereees 
$. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, Universalism on Cape Cod, ps 1G 
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see: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, November 29, 1845, June 26, 
weer. Oevober 6, 1849, April: 6, 1850, and April. 17, 1852. 


Letters to standing committee of First Universalist Society in Boston, 
requesting aid for church expenses, September 26, 1845, and requesting aid 
to pay pastor's salary and other debts, November 25, 1845, 2 items, found 
in the First Universalist Society collection in possession of Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts College, in custody of Professor Alfred Storer 
Cole, 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Land on Canton Street, purchase and mortgage, assignment of mortgage, 
auction and sale, vol. 561, p. 246, recorded May 11, 1846, vol. 566, p. 
100, recorded August 26, 1846, vol. 592, p. 72, recorded July 15, 1848, 
Toeenoor, Dp. 180, recerded August 4, 1854. 


Record of Supreme Court cases: James P. Tolman vs. South Universalist 
Society, Court of Common Pleas, #587, April 1848. 


202. UNIVERSALIST FREE CHURCH ASSOCIATION, 1845-ca. 1864 (defunct), 
Cochituate Hall, Pemberton Square, Boston, 


The organization of the Universalist Free Church Association in 1845 
Was 2 unique event, in the history of religious institutions, for, according 
to a report in the Trumpet and Universalist Magazine of November 8, 1845, 
it was the first Universalist society, and may have been one of the earliest 
in any Protestant denomination, in which membership was not contingent upon 
financial support. Thus this church was "free" not in any theological 
sense but was, as the anonymous contributor to the Trumpet and Universalist 
Magazine quaintly put it, "a place of worship that will be open to all 
persons, whether poor or rich--- where they may meet together and worship 
the common Father, and listen to the instructions of the pulpit - where 
the poor man and the poor widow, though she have not even two mites to cast 
into the treasury of the Lord, may come and enjoy equal privileges with 
those who have been more fortunate in accumulating wealth, ... ." Rev, 
Asa P. Cleverly served as pastor from the organization of the association 
in January 1845, but it was not until November that the Samaritan Chapel, 
552 Washington Street, where the members worshipped, was formally dedicated, 
Following the resignation (date unknown) of Rev, Mr. Cleverly, the pulpit 
was supplied by various ministers. In 1848 the association moved to 
Cochituate Hall in Phillips Place, now Pemberton Square, and became defunct 
sometime between 1862 and 1866 since there is no record of its existence 
in the Directory of 1866, 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, November 8, 1845, and 
September 8, 1846. 
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Letter to First Universalist Society in Boston, requesting aid, 1845. 
1 item,found in the First Universalist Society collection in possession 
of Universalist Historical Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in 
custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


No property records have been found. 


203, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1845-64 (defunct), Summer Street, 
Corner of Main Street, Sandwich. 


A Universalist society was organized in Sandwich in 1845 and a 
meetinghouse was erected at the corner of Main and Summer Streets. The 
building was dedicated on December 18, of the same year. Rev. Otis A. 
Skinner delivered the dedicatory sermon. According to the unpublished 
notes of Rev. Cyrus Augustus Bradley, Mr. L. W. Manning was called to 
the pastorate and ordained in 1846, but was disfellowshipped a few 
years later. Rev. Alvin Abbot was minister of the society in 1848 ; 
and Rev. George J. Sanger was resident minister from 1849 to 1852. The © 
last settled pastor was Rev. Thomas Borden who served from 1854- to 1855. 
By 1856 the Universalists had ceased holding meetings and the Directory © 
for 1864 records the society as being "extinct." The building was later 
used by the Catholic Society (see forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic 
Archives in Massachusetts) and in 1875 it was sold and removed to the 
corner of Jarvis and Willow Streets where it was altered and used for a 
store and afterwards razed. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, July 28, 1849. 
No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, * 
Barnstable: Church site, purchase, vol. 36, p. 262, recorded September 3, 
1845. No recording of sale has been found. ‘ 


204, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1847-a. 1895 (defunct), Village Hall, 
West Bay Road, corner of Main Street, (Osterville) Barnstable. 


From 1847 to 1851, the Universalists in Barnstable and Osterville, — 
a village of Barnstable, were ministered to by Rev. Rufus S. Pope, minister 
of the First Universalist Society in Hyannis (see entry 111). Rev. 4 
William Hooper was a resident minister in Osterville from 1860 to 1862, 
after which time Universalist services were again conducted by the Rev. 
Mr. Pope and by Rev. Cyrus Augustus Bradley of Yarmouthport until 1890, 
Village Hall, on the corner of Main Street and West Bay Road, was used 
by the Universalists, the Baptists and the Methodists (see forthcoming 
inventories of Baptist and Methodist Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts) 


Leeman iaetemimeaet 


1. Asa M. Bradley, "My Cape Cod Story," p. 36. 


365 
Churches in Massachusetts [204] 


After the Baptists and the Methodists had built their own meetinghouscs, 
the Universalists continued to hold their services in the Village Hall. 
In 1895, however, the society, having ceased to hold services, was 
dropped by the Barnstable County Conference of Universalists (see entry 
14). The old hall was torn down in 1897, and Union Hall, now owned by 
the Cape Cod Historical Society, was built on the same site. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


205. CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (First Universalist Society in 
Lawrence). 1847--, 201 Haverhill Street, Lawrence. 


When Lawrence was being settled and a few years before its incorpora- 
tion as a city, a few inhabitants of Universalist belief made the first 
effort to sustain preaching of that message. In the spring of 1847, Rev. 
Thomas Whittemore, editor and publisher of The Trumpet preached in 
Merrimac Hall, at the corner of Jackson and Common Streets. Later. in 
August of that same year, Rev. Frederick Foster preached in the school- 
house, at the corner of Jackson and Haverhill Streets, where the Unitarian 
Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) 
now stands. Rev. Obadiah H, Tillotson, pastor of the First Universalist 
Parish of Methuen (see entry 89), also preached there: 


On October 25, 1847, a meeting wes held and a compact for the 
organization of a Universalist society was adopted. The next Sunday, 
Mr. George H. Clark, who was then preparing for the ministry, preached 
to the newly organized group in a schoolhouse at the corner of Haverhill 
and White Streets, where the old Battery building now stands. The services 
were well attended and later a Sunday School was organized. The Rev. 
Mr. Clark-was engaged as regular minister and occupied the pulpit from 
November 15, 1847 to June 15, 1851. 


When the society outgrew its quarters in the schoolhouse, Bridgman's 
Hall on Oak Street near Lawrence Street, was secured. From here it moved 
to Lawrence Hall, later known as Music Hall, on Common Street, which 
afterward was partially destroyed by fire. During the time repairs were 
beimg made, meetings were held in various other places. The present 
edifice was dedicated June 30, 1853, In 1866, the building was remodeled 
and enlarged, a spire and new pews added. The present edifice is of red 
brick. English in type. Until 1859, there had been no church organization 
but in that year one was formed, It was incorporated May 12, 1886 under 
the name of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts, p» 25 for picture of church; “Aged Pastor has Resigned; 
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Rev. William E. Gibbs, D.D.," Lawrence Telegram, July 18, 1907; "Historical 
Sketch" by Charles H. Littlefield; on 75th ahi verses in Lawrence q 
Telegram , November 16, 1922; 75th Anniversary of First Universalist Societ: 
Lewrence, Mass. lpaanee, Eagle - Tribune Job Print, int, 1922), 8 pp: im 


possession of Mr. Henry Taylor, parish clerk, 218 Oekland Avenue, Methuen. 


Minutes of church, with treasurer's reports, constitution of bylaws, 
list of members, admissions, lists of baptisms, marriages, deaths since 
1900, accounts of legacies and special funds, 1879--, 4 vols., in the 
possession and custody of Mrs. C. Roger Andrews, church clerk, 600 
Haverhill Street, Lawrence; Minutes of parish, membership list, bylaws, 
1847--, loose papers and 1 vol., these records are in the possession and — 
custody of Mr. Henry Taylor, parish clerk, 218 Oakland Avemue, Methuen; 
Minutes and financial accounts of Mission Circle, 1908--, 1 vol., in 
possession and custody of Mrs. Frank Robbins, secretary-treasurer, 2635 
Jackson Street, Lawrence; Minutes of Florentia Club, 1908--, 1 vol., in 
possession and custody of Mrs. Frances Morgan, Andover; Minutes of Men's 
Club, 1919--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mr. Carol Davol, 
secretary-treasurer, Parker Lodge, Haverhill Street, Lawrence; Register: 
baptisms, marriages, members, deaths, 1908--, 1 vol., in custody of Rey. 
Brainard Frederick Gibbons, pastor, 139 Chestnut Street, North Andover; 
Sunday School records, 1939--, 1 vol., in possession auth custody of Mrs. — 
Herrick Colby, superintendent, 2 Gage Street, Methuen: Compact, October © 
25, 1847, and February 5, 1866, bylaws, September 1, 1886, revised 
December 15, 1920, members, 1886--, 1 vol.; Letters relating to ordination 
and resignation of pastors, 1866-73; hand bill about lecture course in. 
church, 1880, above three items in possession and custody of Mr. Henry 
Tavlor; Government of the Incorpcrated Church of the Good Shepherd, 
(Lawrence, Eagle - Tribune Job Print, 1925), 11 »p., 1 vol.; and Calendars 
1937--, printed, 4 pp. each, in possession of the Rev. Mr. Gibbons. 


Property recordings at the Essex County, South District, Registry ors 
Deeds, Salem: Land on Haverhill Street, pnurchase, mortgage and discharge, 
other mortgages, vol. 466, »v. 223, restuiee September 24, 1852; vol. 480, — 
p. 114, recorded July 6, 1853; vol. 669, p. 2, recorded February 8, 18643" 
vol. 711, p. 177, recorded October 6, 1866; vol. 717, p. 108) recoraes 
January 17, 1867. ; 


Record of legislative enactments: Validification of acts of the ‘ 
society, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1853, ch. 144, avproved April 12, 185% 


206. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN CHESHIRE, 1848-- (dormant), a 
Stratford Trail, Cheshire. 


Although the First Universalist Society was not officially organized © 
until 1849, it is recorded that an earlier movement preceded this organiza- 
tion, with occasional preaching as early as 1795. In that year, according 


Deeds, North Adams: Church 
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pulpit of the West meetinghouse, a dissenting Baptist church (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts). Records of the 
period are not available, but presumably reference is made to Rev. John 
Murray. A revival occurred in the 1840's, and in 1846 Rev. Alfred Peck 
was minister of the society. Two years later, during the pastorete of 
Rev. Almond Wood Mason, land on Stratford Trail was given to the society 
by Mrs. Sarah Foster for a church building. The following year, the 
society was formally organized. Another lapse in the society's life oc- 
curred in 1860, and the Universalist edifice was rented to the Catholic 
Massachusetts), from 1860 to 1862, when the Universalist society resumed 
its services, For some years the society has been inactive. It retains 


‘its identity, however, by holding one meeting each year. Its members 


worship in and support the First Universalist Church in North Adams (see 
entry 194). The building on Stratford Trail is no longer used, but is 
kept in repair by the society, 


Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 


SS SS SE 


Massachusetts, p. 87 for picture of churchs 
Minutes of society, 1859--, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures of 
society and of Ladies Aid Society, 1905--, 2 vols., in home and possession 

of Miss Edith Chase, Cheshire, 
Property recordings at Berkshire County, North District, Registry of 
site, purchase, vol... 92; ‘ps 50S, recorded 
June 13, 1864, 


207. SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN WEYMOUTH (Second Universalist 
Church; Washington Corporation; Church of Christ), 1848--, 
96 Pleasant Street, (South) Weymouth, 


Rev. Sylvanus Cobb first preached the Universalist interpretation of 
the Bible in the Second Congregational Church, South Weymouth (see forth- 
coming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts), in 1835. 

He was one of several sunply ministers who occupied the pulpit of this 
ehurch for about 6 months thereafter. Some time later, those of the 
liberal faith withdrew and held meetings, successively, in John Reed's 
Hall situated in the center of the town, a schoolhouse on Pond Street, and, 
again in John Reed's Hall. The first settled pastor was Rev. John Nelson 
Parker who came there in 1849 or 1850, and remained until 1855. In the 
summer of 1850, the first building was erected on the present site. It 
was dedicated and the Rev. Mr. Parker installed September °6, 1850. This 
chapel was a small rectangular structure. The proprietors called a public 
meeting in March 1851 and organized the Washington Corporation. The Sunday 
School was organized in 1849, and the Ladies’ Circle was formed in 1850, 
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About 1858, the building was remodeled, raised, a vestry and tower added. 
Also at this time the name of the corporation was changed to the Second ~ 
Universélist Society in Weymouth. The chapel was enlarged and a new 

organ installed September 23, 1871, during the pastorate of Rev. Jacob 
Baker. The church organization was formed and organized by the Rev. Mr. 
Baker in July 1859, with a membership of 59, and called the Church of a 


Christ. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, September 21, 1850; Percy — 
Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in . 
Massachusetts, p. 71 for picture of church. 


Minutes of society 1876--, 4 vols. in possession and custody of Mrs. 
George Sargent, clerk, 65 Hollis Street, South Weymouth; Receipts and 
Exvenditures, 1927--, 1 vol. in possession and custody of Mrs. Nellis ; 
Ford, treasurer, 1076 Main Street, South Weymouth; Minutes of Universalist 
Social Circle, 1857--, 5 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. George 
Sargent, clerk, 65 Hollis Street, South Weymouth; Register: births, mar- 
riages, deaths, 1931--, 1 vol.; Sunday School Attendance record, 1938--, 
1 vol.; Official Directory and Hand Book, 1931, 16 pp., in possession and 
custody of Rev. Arthur W. Webster, minister, 785 Main Street, South Weymout 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Church site, purchase, transfer to the Washington Corporation, mortgage, | 
assignment to Second Universalist Society of Weymouth, notice of foreclost 
transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 192, ps 
264, recorded March 7, 1850; vol. 258, p. 2, recorded August 3, 1857; yeu 
297, p. 59, recorded April 2, 1861; vol. 324, p. 186, recorded Juneueus 


1864; vol. 326, p. 128,. recorded August 29, 1864; vol. 567, Decous recor¢ 
June 3, 1865: vol. 569, ps 252, recorded July 7 ogee coe ; 


208. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1849, ca. 1853-a. 1861 (defunct) Odd 
Fellows Hall, 207 High Street, Holyoke. 


No dates for the organization or the dissolution of the Universalist 
society in Holyoke are available. It is probable that there were two 
distinct movements. In 1849, preaching services were conducted by Rev. 
Thomas G. Farnsworth, for a number of Sabbaths in Callaudet'’s Hall, at the 
corner of High and Lyman Streets, with an attendance of about 50. Thee 
movement was shortlived,. 


A few years later, in 1853, the Universalists rented Odd Fellows 
in the Colby block, now the Lyman block, 207 High Street, and Rev. James 
Ford served as pastor for 3 years. It is probable that he was succeeded 
by Rev. Harrison Closson since the Directory lists the latter as residing 
in Holyoke until 1860. 


No records have been found. 
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209, FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF MELROSE (First Universalist 
Society in Melrose), 1849--, Willow Street, corner of Essex 
Street, Melrose. 


The first Universalist preaching in what is now known as Melrose 
coincided with the War of 1812. The Universalist vreachers denounced the 
war end called those responsible for it "war hawkers." The little school- 
house on Lebanon Street served as the meeting place. Revs. Joshua Flagg, 
Edward Turner, and Hosea Ballou were among the first preachers. In 1828, 

a new schoolhouse was built on Upham Street and occasional services were 
held there. The Academy Hall on Berwick Street was also used. Revs. 
Sylvanus Cobb and Thomas Whittemore were among the preachers. It was not 
until February 10, 1849 that the Universalist society was organized and a 
regular pastor engaged. Rev. Josiah W. Talbot became the first settled 
minister in 1849 and remained to 1853. During his ministry the first 

church was built. The Rev. Mr. Talbot donated the land, bought the materials, 
drew the plans, and superintended the construction. The building was finally 
dedicated on January 1, 1852, with Rev. Alonzo A. Miner preaching the sermon. 
A few years later, the building was enlarged to acccmmodate more veople. In 
1856 the Ladies’ Benevolent Association was founded; a year later, the 
church organization wes formed. In 1858, the Rev. Benjamin F. Bowles who 
was a friend and co-worker of William Lloyd Garrison became pastor. Im- 
mediately the church attracted the active abolitionists and became a center 
of such sentiment and activity. When the war came many church members en- 
listed; in the war years and the period immediately thereafter the church 
was so weakened that it could not support a settled pastor. Later Rev. 
Charles A. Skinner and Rev. Richard Eddy were both vastors of this church. 
The present building was erected while the Rev. Mr. Eddy was minister. And 
again, it was the Rev. Mr. Miner who preached the dedicatory sermon on 

March 24, 1889. In 1891, a Young People's Christian Union was organized. 

A Sunday School has existed almost from the beginning of the Society. 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, April 14, 1849; Rev. Harold 
Marshall, History of the First Universalist Church of Melrose, n.d., 20 pp., 
in custody of Rev. Leslie C. Nichols, 49 Vinton Street, Melrose; Percy 
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Deeweror picture of church. 


Minutes of parish, with constitution, warrant for organization, 1849-64, 
1 vyol.; Minutes of church, 1874-1911, 3 vols., in safe in church; Minutes of 
board of trustees, with revised constitution and bylaws, 18835-1908, 1925--, 
5 vols., last volume in custody and possession of Mr. Kenneth I. Wheeler, 
clerk, 62 Baxter Street, Melrose; Register: members, 1882--, baptisms,1918--, 
marriages, 1919--, deaths, 1922--, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures, i924--, 
4 vols., in possession and custody of Ralph P. Kneeland, treasurer, 20 
Pilgrim Road, Melrose; The News, 1926-39, 117 issues in possession of Mr. 
Irving Johnson, 39 Irving Street, Melrose; unless otherwise specified all 
records are in possession of Rev. Leslie C. Nichols, minister, 49 Vinton 
Street, Melrose. : 
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Property recordings at the Middlesex County, South District, Regi sta 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Site at Essex and Willow Streets, purchase, pu: Ir 
chase of adjacent lot on Essex Street, mortgage and discharge, release of 
condition, transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
mortgage and discharge, and mortgage, vol. 631, p. 320, recorded May 11, ‘ine 
1852; vol. 757, p. 503, recorded March 10, 18573: voly. 239 2-9, ake recorded 
Jamary 16, 1865; vol. 939, p. 141, recorded July 29, 1870; vol. 1863, a 
336, recorded August 1, 1888; vol. 2041, on. 358, recorded Mey 15, 1891; 
2041, p. 340, recorded May 15, 1891; vol. 4929, p. 230, recorded Janua y 
1926; vol. 5548, ». 500, recorded April 6, 1951; vol. 62899, p, 528, record 
June 13, 1939; First parsonage lot on Lake Avenue, purchase and sale, vol 
3434, p. 218, recorded April 21, 1909; vol. 4247, p. 217, recorded March | 
1919; Second parsonage lot on Essex Street, purchase, mortgage and dischat 
vote authorizing sale, and sale, vol. 4366, p. 572, recorded June 30, 1921 
Vol. D029, pe 409, recorded October 225 1926 ; vol. S180, ‘nvses. Decenber 
47. 11987: wool, 518), n. 447, recorded Nasaevan 21, 1927; vol. 5180, fae 
recorded December 17, 1927. fg 


210. THIRD UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN CAMBRIDGE (Allen Street . 
Congregational Society), 1851-1929 (defunct), Massachusetts 
Avenue, Porter Square, Cambridge. 


On October 8, 1851, a Unitarian society (see forthcoming Inventory — 
of Unitarian Archives iy Macnee aa was organized in North Cambridge, 
The cornerstone of their meetinghouse had been laid the previous fortnight 
ona plot of land on the corner of Allen and Orchard Streets, given by 
Mr. Walter M. Allen. A year later the Rev. James Thurston, a graduate 
Harvard College, became pastor. The edifice was built of wood and finis 
February 2, 1853. It was totally destroyed by fire on March 19, 1865. 
Another meetinghouse, also of wood, was immediately erected on the same ~ 
spot and completed December 21, 1865, and later enlarged. The society con- 
tinued as a Unitarian organization until 1870, when it leaned toward the 
Universalist doctrines and its name disappeared from the Unitarian Year 
. Book of that year. At a meeting of the society, October 17, 1869, it was 
voted "that the Allen Street Congregational Society be, and the same iaye 
hereby united with the Religious Societies of the Universalist denomina 
of Christians." The society voted June 29, 1870, to ask the formal fe 
ship of the Massachusetts Convention of Universalists, which was granted. 
Its corporate name was changed to the Third Universalist Society in 
Cambridge by an act of the General Court, approved March 27, 1874, 

On October 23, 1875, the cornerstone of the present brick structure | 
was laid on the southeasterly side of Massachusetts Avenue and the building 
dedicated on September 14, 1876. On January 13, 1929, the society disso 
and 6 days later the parish house was closed. The building is now occupi d 
the First Armenian Evangelical Church of Boston (see forthcoming Invent ory 
of Evangelical Church Archives in Massachusetts). ; 


££ . 
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see: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 35 for picture of church. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Bast Cambridge: Site of first meetinghouse at corner of Allen 
and Orchard Streets, purchase, release of conditions, mortgage and dis- 
Beeree, and Sale, vol. 630, p. 565, recorded January 22, 1855; vol. 1090, 
Hee o0G, recorded October 14, 1869; vol. 1090, p. 506, recorded October 
Bemeoos, vol, 1090, p. 506, recorded November 9, 1871; vol. 1678, p. 575, 
recorded September 10, 1884; Site of second meetinghouse, transfer from 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage and discharge, purchase 
of adjacent lot, mortgage on adjacent lot to Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention and discharge, vote to transfer all property to Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, and grant to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
ees. D. 124, recorded November 4, 1875; vol. 1536, p. 326, recorded 
emer too), vol. 2200, ). SLO, recorded June’ 7, 1893; vol. 1687, p. 
Pepeerecorcca March 16, 1876; vol. 5021, p. 334, recorded September 28, 
Perot oop? , Dp. 1O/, recorded February 27, 19295 vol.” 5329, p. 167, 
Bevonaea February 27, 1929; vol. 5329, 168, recorded February 27, 1929: 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name from Allen Street 
Congregational Society to the Third Universalist Society in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts Special Laws, 1874, ch. 105, approved March 27, 1874. 


“211, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1853- ca. 1855 (defunct), Clinton. 


A Universalist society was apvarently established in Clinton about 
1853. Prior to this organization, some of the residents of Clinton were 
members of the Universalist society in Lancaster (see entry 169). By 
1853, however, the Universalists were holding meetings in Clinton Hall, 
and Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, the novelist, was one of the preachers. There 
were occasional meetings for many years, but a strong organization was 
never established. The Directory lists Rev. G. Proctor as residing in 
Clinton; there is no mention of the society or of a resident minister 


- thereafter. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


212. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF NATICK , 1853-63, 1879-1906 
(defunct), North Avenue and Washington Street, Natick. 


Universalists of Natick purchased the First Parish meetinghouse 
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(see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) in 
1853 and moved it to Central Street where Rev. Emmons Partridge served — 
as pastor. The group sold its meetinghouse to Ste Patrick's Church (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic Archives in Massachusetts) in’ § 
1861 and is recorded as defunct in the 1864 Directory. The First 
Universalist Parish of Natick was organized September 20, 1879, The pul 
was supplied by Rev. W. A. Start until March 1880. Rev. Albert Hammatt 

was then settled and served until 1883. The church was organized in 1882 
with 23 members, and incorporated 3 years later on May 18, 1885. A = 
meetinghouse, erected in 1887, was sold in 1903. In 1904 the group was — 
dormant, but was revived and held regular services in 1905. It is last 


listed in the 1906 Directory. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 130, cites records 1876-65, but ne record 
have been found. | 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
Deeds, Fast Cambridge: First Parish meetinghouse on Central Street, pu 
chase and sale, vol. 653, p. 192, recorded April 29, 1853; vol. 853 )jgamm 
recorded January 2, 1861: land at corner of North Avenue and Washington — 
Street, purchase and sale, vol. 1754, p. 298, recorded January 12, 1886; 
Vol. 53030, p. 558, recorded April 24, 1903. , 

Record of incorporation on file in the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, vol. 78, p. 319; certificate Ofaue 
incorporation, vol. 64, pv: 2299, granted Mey 13. Tees, : 


213, FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH IN ROWLEY, ca. 1853-1913 (defunct), 
Rowley. 


By - 


t] 


In about 1853 Rev. Daniel M. Reed of Newburyport (see entry 137) the 
first Universalist sermon in Rowley Town Hall. About the same time a 
several Universalist families moved from Newburyport to Rowley. Through 
their influence a Universalist society was organized and it is probable © 
that the Rev. Mr. Reed preached once a month for about 5 years. D. Ne 
Prime in The Autobiography of an Octogenarian has this to say regarding 
the society: 3 ‘a 
"A Sunday School was commenced, which numbered about forty children. 
They met regularly on Sunday mornings, whether they had preaching or no 
Had monthly concerts which were well attended, and were generally admit 
to be very interesting. They had repeated public exhibitions, which were 
highly applauded by crowded and delighted audiences, and in my opinion — 
far exceeding anything of the kind ever before seen in Rowley. Mr. Albert 
Titcomb, one of those who came from Newburyport - but I am happy to say, 
not one of those who Returned - took a deep interest in the Society and 
the Sunday School, and was its superintendent during the whole of ite 
existence. Such was the condition of the Universalist Society and itaa 
Sunday School when at its zenith. But alas! How has the gold become dim. 
From various causes, one of which was the return of several of those 


=e 
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families to Newburyport, it has dwindled away until the number who attended 
‘the meetings was so small that we were ashamed to have strangers come and 
see our paucity of hearers; and there were so very few children attending 
the Sabbath School that the superintendent and teachers were discouraged, 
and in the summer of 1870 they voted to adjourn until the next spring, 

and it has never been resumed. All that now remains of that Society and 
thet School once so promising, and in which a few of us took so deep an 
interest, is the Sewing Circle. All honor to the ladies! That 'still 
lives’ and I venture to hope that they will hold on, and 'not give up the 
ship' but continue their monthly meeting and remain a nucleus around which 
there will soon be gathered a more permanent Society." 


From 1867-79, the society had no settled pastor. A small wooden 
church was erected in 1877 at a cost of $2400. Rev. William Rollin 
Shipman served a one-year pastorate in 1880 and the Sunday School was re- 
organized the same year. Rev. Harrison Closson served for a year in 1882 
and for almost a decade following, the society had no settled pastor. In 
1891, Rev. Theodore L. Dean became pastor and in 1892 Rev. George Hill 
succeeded him. The society was again without settled pastors from 1893 
down to 1908 when it became dormant. It is last listed in the 1913 


Directory. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 101 for picture of church. 


bee. run. Doc. No. 52; p. 130,, cites society records 1858-69, church 
records 1877-85, but no records have been found. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds: Site of church, purchase of adjacent lot, transfer to and from 
the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, grant to the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, and sale, vol. 990, p. 193, recorded January 16, 
S74; vol. 990, p. 194, recorded January 16, 1878; vol.~ 994, p. 164, re- 
corded March 21, 1878; vol. 1908, p. 186, recorded January 30, 1908; vol, 
2994, >p. 460;; recorded April.10, 1908; vol. 1914, p. 461, recorded 
April 10, 1908. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, vol. 73, p. 243; certificate of 
incorporation, vol. 61, p. 706, granted August 27, 1877, 


< 


214, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1853-1914 (defunct), Main Street, 
Shelburne Falls. 


The First Universalist Society of Shelburne Falls was organized on 
February 26, 1853, with 14 members, and Rev. John Howard Willis of 
Vermont was called to the vastorate, remaining with the society until 
1855. For nearly two decades, services were held in a schoolhouse, in 
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private homes, and in various halls. The church organization was establ 
on December 1, 1864, with 30 members. Five years later, during the pasto 
of Rev. Benjamin Varney Stevenson, construction of an edifice on Main s 
was started, and the building was dedicated on February 16, 1870. In 187 

women were first admitted as voting members of the society. In 1903, the 
society observed its 50th anniversary. In 1914, it became defunct. The 
last pastor was Rev. William Daniel Potter. The building, which had been 
deeded to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 9) in 1877, 
was taken over by the Convention in 1916, and sold to the Masons, +“ 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Ch 


in Massachusetts, p. 17 for picture of church; William D. Potter, Historim 
Address in Deerfield fetbes Echo, March 4, 1903. 


Receipts and exhenes tures of society, 1883-1907, 1 vol.; Receipts and 
expenditures of Universalist Sewing Circle, 1905-07, 1 vol.; all records © 
in custody of Miss A. M. Green, 12 High Street, Shelburne Falls, 


Property recordings at Franklin County Registry of Deeds, Greenfield: 
Site of meetinghouse on Main Street, purchase, mortgage and discharge, 
transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, notice of 
entry by the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, and sale, vol. 273, De 
310, recorded September 7, 1869; vol. 274, p. 284, recorded January 6, ~~ 
LATOR LOR he (Ai pie Bass pecdraeE Apes] 2% /fBe8Ss evs Doty pe cee recorded 
June 26.) 1877; vol w SSL yone 8704 arecorded rene 17, 1877; vol. 611) a 
515, recorded November 27, 1916; vol. 260, p. 1, recorded April 25, 191 7am 


‘a 
( 


215. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN WESTFIELD, 1853-1914 (detunct) , 
Elm Street, corner of Chapel Street, Westfield. 


The First Universalist Society in Westfield was organized in 1853, and 
called as its first settled pastor Rev. D. H. Plumb. Reorganization took © 
place in April 1878, at which time services were being conducted ina Mf 
chapel at 10-12 Chapel Street. The following year, repairs to the chapel 
were made, and during this time the Universalists accepted the hospitality 
of the Central Baptist Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist 
Archives in Massachusetts). Incorporation and a change of name were given 
consideration at a meeting held on February 4, 1887. An article in the ~ 
warrant for this meeting reads: "to see if society will vote to petition | 
the legislature to legalize the proceedings of the society and for an act — 
of incorporation, and thet they may be incorporated under the name of 
First Universalist Parish." At the meeting on February 4, Rev. Jeremy 
Hoadly Farnsworth was chosen to represent the society before the legislat 
This petition was probably not presented, since, 2 years later, on October | 
4, 1889, the society was incorporated by warrant of Henry ul Bek justice i 
of the peace, and it was "voted that the society retain its present name, 
viz., First Universalist Society." 


In 1888, the building of a new edifice, located on Elm Street, at 
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the corner of Chapel Street and adjacent to the chapel, had been begun. 
The chapel was sold on September 20, 1889, to Mr, Charles H. Gowdy, and 
was converted into two tenements, The new church building, a wooden 
structure with a belfry, was dedicated in 1890. This building was sold 

to a Masonic body in 1908, the money received being turned over to the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention to be held in trust as the Westfield 
Mission Fund. This fund still supports Universalist preaching once a year 
in Westfield. The last settled pastor was Rev. Lucy A. Milton (1902), 


After. the sale of the church, occasional supply pastors continued to 
preach in Westfield, services being held in various halls: Grand Army 
Hall on Elm Street, Fraternity Hall in Parks Block on Elm Street, Van 
Dusen Hall on Court Street. Business meetings were held until 1914, 
usually in the homes of members, 


pee> Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 45 for pvicture of church... 


Minutes of society, with copy of warrants, bylaws adopted 1878 and 
1889, members, and some financial reports, 1878-1914, 2 vols., in posses- 
sion of Westfield Athenaeum, Elm and Court Streets, Westfield. Copies of 
petition to Henry Fuller, justice of the peace, warrant, for meeting, 
record of service of warrant, and minutes of organization meeting, in 
Records of Town Clerk of Westfield, pp. 121-24.,, 


Property recordings at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds, 
Springfield: Site of chapel and church on Elm Street, corner of Chapel 
Street, ourchase and seven quitclaims, purchase of adjacent lot, partial 
sale, mortgage and discharge, two partial sales, transfer to and from the 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, and sale to the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, vol. 177, p. 567, recorded August 7, 1854; vol 
aoe, op. 450-59, recorded May 20, 1889; vol. 203, pv. 82, recorded March 
igen teo0: yol. 465, p. 318, recorded January 16, 1890; vol 418, p. 436, 
Pooemeam .emary 16, !890; vol; 5l2, p. 280, recorded October 10, 1893; 
freeeote.. po. 405, recorded July 21, 1902; vol 458, ‘pp, 527-29, recorded 
Hovemver to, 1889; vol. 741, p.. 194, recorded July 16, 1908, 


216, FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH Of SOMERVILLE (Cross Street Church) 
1853--, 145 Highland Avenue, Somerville. 


Services were first held in the Town Hall in 1853 with Rev. George 
H. Emerson as pastor. The church was formally organized on February 16, 
teo4 ata meeting in a building on Medford Street. Thereafter services 
were held in a schoolhouse in Central Square. Charles Tufts donated land 
on Cross Street where a chapel was built. In 1859, the chapel was re- 
placed by a wooden church, The chapel was moved to Tufts Street where it 
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served for a time as a schoolhouse. The new church was destroyed in incendiary 
fire on January 21, 1868. A new building of brick was erected, and was dedi-- 
cated in 1869. This became known as the Cross Street Church. A social hal] 
was added in 1894. In 1917, this property was sold and the present site on 
Highland Avenue was purchased and the present church erected. It was dedicated 
in 1918. The parish house, built in 1926, was destroyed by fire in the next 
year, but was rebuilt. In June 1927, the Winter Hill Universalist Church (see 


entry 249) united with this church. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches 
in Massachusetts, p. 35 for picture of church. _ 


Historical sketch, written for 50th anniversary, by Mr. Andrew W. Glines, 
6 pp., in custody of Mr. Louis H. Smith, clerk, 173 Pearl Streat, Somerville, 


Minutes, 1854--, 3 vols., in custody of Mr. Louis H. Smith, clerk, age 
Pearl Street, Somerville; Minutes of Women's Union, with financial reports, 
1938--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Walter Forman, president, 55 Jackson Road, 
West Medford; Minutes of Young People's Christian Union, 1939--, 1 vol., in ~ 
custody of Mr. Rovert F. Glines, president, 35 Albion Street, Somerville; 
Register: christenings, marriages, deaths, 1854--, 2 vols., in custody of a 
Mr. Ruven Y. Gifford, 143 Powder House Boulevard, Somerville; Receints and 
expenditures, 1854--, 3 vols., in custody of Mr. Edgar W. Houghton, treasurer,” 
356 Monnett Road, Lexington; Sundey School records, 1939--, 1 vol., in custody 
of Mr. George B. Whiting, superintendent, 11 South Street Court, Medford; 
petition to and warrant by Francis Tufts, Justice of the Peace, to organize 
First Universalist Society of Somerville, 1854, 2 items, in the possession 
of the Somerville Historical Society, Somerville; Letters from First 
Congregational Society, Somerville, to standing committee of Universalist 
Society, offering use of church and reply, declining offer as Town Hall will 
be used, 1868, 2 items, in Ireland Collection, in the possession of the 
somerville Historical Society. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Hast Cambridge: Site of first meetinghouse on Cross Street, vurchase, 
purchase of adjacent lot, confirmatory deed and quitclaim, four mortgages 
and discharges, partial sale, sale of remainder, mortgage and discharge, vol. ~ 
685, p. 145, recorded May 17, 1854; vol. 807, p. 544, recorded February 26, 
1859; vol. 1038, p. 587, recorded May 25, 1868; vol. 834, p. 191, recorded . 
March 14, 1860; vol. 899, p. 490, recorded January 4, 1864; vol. 917; p. 35930 
recorded January 4, 1864; vol. 1063, ». 428, recorded January 15, 1869; vol. 
1065, p. 428, recorded April 14, 1871; vol. 1154, np. 189, recorded April 11, 
1871; vol. 1154, p. 189, recorded March 28, 1901; vol. 2121; p. 330; recordeuum 
June 4, 1892; vol. 4009, p. 580, recorded November 2, 1915; vol. 4009, De 
082, recorded November 2, 1915; vol. 4009, p. 582, recorded May 28, 190% 
lot on Grandview Avenue, purchase and sale, vol. 3379, yp. 415, recorded 
July 7, 1908; vol. 4493, p. 425, recorded Februery 15,.1922; site of presenuum 
meetinghouse, purchase and mortgage, vol. 3972, p. 518 recorded June 1, 1915; — 
vol. 4180, p. 487, recorded December 21, 1917; lot on Clark Street, purchase, — 
Sale, mortgage and discharge, vol. 4096, p. 325, recorded November 7, 1916; 
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ile 2900, p. o/l, recorded December 28, 1922; volv 4580, p. 371, re- 
corded December 28, 1922; vol. 5317, p. 459, recorded January 14, 1930; 
lot on Hawthorn Street, purchase and sale, vol. 6205, vo. 283, recorded 
Mey 10, 1958; vol. 6444, p. 385, recorded October 28, 1940; mortgage 
taken by the society, and discharge, vol. 5877, p. 224, recorded November 
9, 1934; vol. 6444, pn. 385, recorded October 28, 1940. 


217, THIRD UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF WEYMOUTH (Church of Good 
Tidings), 1853--, Sea Street, corner of Bridge Street, 
(North) Weymouth. 


Previous to the organization of the Universalist Society in North 
Weymouth people of that faith were obliged to go to Weymouth or Quincy 
for services. The Society was organized November 19, 1853 at a legally 
called meeting probably in the First District Schoolhouse. Occasional 
Services were then held in private residences, until the coming of the 
first settled minister, Rev. Robert L. Killam in 1855; he remained until 
1858. From that time the regular services were held in Harmonial Hall 
48 Sea Street, until 1864; The Sunday School was organized sometime in 
1854. In 1855, a Ladies' Sewing Circle appears to have come into existence. 

he deed for a lot of land, corner of Bridge and Sea Streets, was received 
by the society under date of May 16, 1855. 


During the Civil War it was difficult to maintain services and there 
is no record of regular meetings, although the Sunday School was held part 
of the times In 1864, the Sunday School was fully organized or reorganized 
and was held every Sabbath. Webster Hall, corner of Athens and Bridge 
Streets, now a dwelling house, was engaged for the use of the society and, 
meetings were held nearly every week, At the annual meeting in 1870 a 
committee was chosen to consider the expediency of erecting a meetinghouse. 
Their report in 1871 led to the adoption of plans, the securing of funds 
and the building of a chapel on the land previously acquired. It was be- 
gun in 1872 and was dedicated January 16, 1873, In June 1874, a church 
organization was formed. In 1878 an addition was made to the chapel and 
a vestry was finished. The Norfolk County Universalist Convention was 
held here in 1858, In 1860, the society voted to pay toward the care of 
the village clock on the Pilgrim Congregational Church (see forthcoming 


Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts), A Men's Club 


orgenized about 1908 still continues. Also connected with the society 
are the Y. P. C. U., The Women's Mission Circle organized in 1922; and 
tie Unity Club, organized in 1927. In 1938, major outside repairs on 
the church building were made, and the church grounds regraded»s In 1939, 
extensive alterations and repairs were made in the church auditoriun, 

and in October of the same year, the Rev. William A. Pratt Memorial 


Chancel was dedicated. 


See: "Third Universalist Society of Weymouth," by Russell W. 


Whiting, clerk, in possessionof author, 52 Sea Street, North Weymouth; 
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Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches an 
Massachusetts, p. 89 for picture or churese 


Minutes of society, with constitution, 1853--, 2 vols., in possession» 
and custody of Mr. Russell W. Whiting, clerk, 56 Sea Street, North Weymouth: 
Minutes of church, 1874--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. Lottie 
F. Sampson, clerk, 19 Lincoln Street, North Weymouth; Minutes of Ladies’ . 
Sewing Circle, 1901--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of Mrs. Edith Um 
Leighton, secretary, 37 Shaw Street, North Weymouth; Minutes of Women's a 
Mission Circle, 1922--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Lottie , 
F. Sampson, president, 19 Lincoln Street, North Weymouth; Minutes of Unity 
Club, 1987--, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs, Dorothy Hoar, 199% 
Holbrook Road, North Weymouth; Receipts and expenditures of society, 1913 


in possession and custody of Miss Mergaret Dingwall, treasurer, 83 Standish 
Street, North Weymouth; Receipts and expenditures of Women’s Mission Cirele, 
1922--, 1 vol., in’ possession and. custody of Mrs, Clara Eo, taylor ae. Shaw 
Street, North Weymouth, Sunday School attendance records, 1893--, 6 vols., — 
in possession and custody of Miss Louisa N. Kittredge, secretary, 57 Shaw ~ 
Street, North Weymouth. : 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Church site, purchase, mortgage and discharge, mortgage, assignment and 
discharge, vol. 245, p. 280, recorded May 26, 1856; vol. 435, p. 229, eam 
corded February 5, 1875; vol. 436, p. 125, recorded February 25.) 3G7e. 
vol. 436, p. 125, recorded February 25, 1873; vol. £69, pa To) eee eee 
May 2, BYTE VOLS DOO hp. 4a) 5 (recorded April )t.. wea 


218, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1854 (defunct), (Oxford Village), 
(North) Fairhaven. 


The Directory for 1854 lists a newly organized society here. An 
edifice known as the Oxford Village Meetinghouse was erected in 1840 and 
as it was an undenominational church, it is possible that the Universalis 
held their services there. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


219, SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCLEIY OF SWANSEA (The Universalist Society 


of Swansea and Rehoboth), 1855-1919, Locust Street (Hortonsville), 
(West) Swansea. | ae 


The 1855 Directory lists a new society in West Swansea. This was the 
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Second Universalist Society of Swansea, also known as The Universalist 
Society of Swansea and Rehoboth, organized as a result of the interest of 
Mr. James Eddy and Mr. Nathaniel 8. Horton in Universalism. Meetings were 
held in Liberty Hall and it is probable that some members of the First 
Universalist Society in the Barneyville section of Swansea (see entry 170) 
which had lapsed in about 1841, worshipped with the new group. Mr. Eddy 

and Mr. Horton financed the activities of the society and in 1863, they ex- 
tended 4 call to Elder Andrew M. Rhodes of Seekonk. He preached on alternate 
Sundays in Liberty Hall until 1870 when Union Chapel was built on land given 
to the society, with a reversion clause, by Mr. Horton. Elder Rhodes con- 
tinued preaching for the society, in its chapel on Locust Street, until 1890 
Rev. Williem Miller and other ministers then served the society until 1909 
when services lapsed. The church property reverted to Mr. Horton's heirs 

in 1915 and in 1919,.the society voted to disband. 


Marriages, 1898-1902;,,4; vol.., in custody of Mrs. William Chase, 
Hortonsville; Receipts: and expenditures of church, 1895-1919, 1 vol., in 
custody of Mr. Frank M. Martin, last treasurer, Wood Aveme, Swansea. 


Property recordings at Bristol County, Fall River District, Registry 
of Deeds, Fall River: Chapel site on Locust Street, purchase, with rever- 
sion clause, vol. 116, pp. 375-76, recorded June 6, 1884. 


220. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF BROCKTON (Ladies' Social Circle; 
First Universalist Society in North Bridgewater; Church of 
the Disciples; New Universalist Society), 1855-75, 1877--, 
34 Cottage Street, Brockton. 


Probably the earliest Universalist preaching in Brockton, or North 
Bridgewater as it was called from 1821 to 1874, was that of Rev. Seth 
Stetson on June 11, 1837, in the meetinghouse of the Second Congregational 
Scciety (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts) . 
Then in 1844,‘Rev. As S)-Dudley took up his residence there in order to 
de missionary work.: His labors did not bear immediate fruit, for it was 
not until 1855 that the first step toward the formation of a Universalist 
society was taken. In that year a grouv of women formed the Ladies Social 
Circle was raised $250 in one year. 


By May 1857, organization hed crystallized sufficiently to warrant the 
settling of Rev. Asa P. Cleverly as pastor; he served until 1861. The 
society was formally organized on August 31, 1857, as the First Universalist 
Society in North Bridgewater. In the following year, a church organization 
known as the Church of the Disciples was also formed. During 1857, services 
were held in the Baker and Kingman building, near the present Green Street; 
the next year, services were transferred to Tyler Cobb's Hall, at Main and 
High Streets. In 1863, 8 church building was erected on Elm Street, and 
dedicated on May 20 of the same year. A second meetinghouse, later known 
as the People's Theatre, was built in 1870. The society declined and services 
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became less regular, almost ceasing altogether by 1875. 


In 1877, an attempt was begun to reorganize the society under Rev, 
Samuel L. Beal. He hired quarters in the first Universalist meetinghouse © 
and organized a Sunday School on June 5, 1877, By the beginning of 167as 
services were being held in the Grand Army Hall, East Elm Street, and ‘ 
2 years later in the old Universalist meetinghouse, or Cunningham Hall as” 
it was now being called. On November 9, 1880, the "New Universalist 
Society" was formed, and 3 years later was incorporated as the First 


Universalist Parish of Brockton. 


The edifice on Cottage Street, which the society still uses, was 
built during 1888 and dedicated on May 4 of the same year, In 1892, the © 
building was raised and two rooms built underneath it, As it now stands, — 
the edifice is a wooden frame structure, with a tower, topped by an 
octagonal belfry and spire. | 

a 

See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, June 3, 1837, and November 2, 
1844; "Parish Nears Its Semi-Centennial" in Brockton Times, October 8, * 
1908; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches ~ 
in Massachusetts, p. 13 for picture of church, | 


Minutes of parish and financial accounts, 1883--, 4 vols., in pos- 
session and custody of Mr. Christian ©. Osborne, clerk, 271 Hillberg 
Avenue, Brockton. Articles of Organization of the Church of the Disciples 
connected with the First Universalist Society in North Bridgewater (Boston 
Alfred Mudge and Son, 1858, 11 pp.), 1 vol., in possession of the Boston 
Public Library; Minutes.of church, with membership list, 1910=s754 vols 
in possession and custody of Mrs. Annie Thompson, clerk of church, 

128 Thurber Avenue, Brockton; Minutes of Ladies’ Social Circle, and 
financial accounts, 1857-88, 1934--, 4 vols., earliest two volumes in 
possession of Mrs. Annie Thompson, later two volumes in possession of 
Mrs. Sarah Hatch, 19 Clinton Avenue, Brockton; Minutes of Mothers’ Club; 


and financial accounts, 1914--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of 
Mrs, Frank E. Baker, 9 Grafton Street, Brockton; Minutes and financial 
accounts of. Matrons! Club,-1902--, 5 vols., in cubeoan of Mrs Thompson; — 


Minutes and financial accounts of Junior Mothers’ Club, 1938--, 1 vol., © 
in custody of Mrs, Rudolph Wetzell, secretary, 642 Belmont Street, Brockto; 
Minutes of Men's Club, and Pee aoied accounts, 1934=-=, sb Wore custody 
of Mr. Osborne; Minutes of Young People's Christian Union, 1937--, 1 vol , 
in custody of Miss Poytias OUreuts , secretary , 93 Newbury Street, Brockton; 
Minutes and financial accounts cit Comma of Religious Bducetiens 1933=< 
1 vol., in possession and custody of Mrs. Dorothy Jordan, 162 Forest Str 
Brockton; Register: Births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, 1914--, 2 vols 
in possession and custody of Rev. Francis P Randall, hinisbor, the_ earl 
volume kept at the church, the later one at his home, 12 Bernice Avenue, — 
Brockton; Parish membership book, 1883--, 1 vol., kept at church, in’ om 
custody of Mr. Osborne. Parish reports, to State Convention, copies, 1938 
Oo items, in possession of Mr. Osborne. 
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Property recordings at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, 
Plymouth: Site of first meetinghouse, later called Cunningham Hall, 
East,,Elm Street, purchase and sale, vol. 315, p. 37, recorded January 23, 
1863; vol, 400, p, 246, recorded February 16, 1874; Site of second 
meetinghouse, later called People’s Hall, adjacent lot to first meeting- 
house, East Elm Street, purchase, mortgages, and foreclosure, vol. 413, 
-p. 51, recorded January 5, 1875; vol 414, p. 16-17, recorded January 5, 
1875; vol. 427, p. 38, recorded September 1, 1876; land on Cottage Street, 
purchase, transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
mortgage, assignment and discharge, vol. 553, p-13, recorded December 22, 
Bot, VOr; 557, px 125-28, recorded:-May 11, 1888; vol, 558, p. 196, 
recorded December 22, 1887; vol. 580, p-. 114, recorded February 28, 1890; 
wompeorl, ps. 14), recorded June 10, 1903, 


Record of incorporation on file at the Secretary of State's office, 
state House, Boston: Certificate of organization, vol, 63, p. 1915; 
certificate of incorporation, vol. 75, p. 599, granted November 28, 1883 


221, GRACE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Church of Our Saviour; First 
Universalist Society and Church in Franklin), 1856--, Main 
Street, Franklin. . 


4 Universalist preaching in Franklin began on July 13, 1856, with 
Rev... Josiah W, Talbot officiating in the Town Hall. The first legal 
meeting to organize a Universalist group in Franklin was called on 
October 4, 1856. A committee was appointed to prepare a constitution 
and bylaws, which were adopted November 22. With the generous help of 
Dr. Oliver Dean, it was decided to build a church. The building was 
erected on land directly in front of the present church and was dedicated 
early in 1858. At the same service Rev, Andrew N. Adams was installed 
as pastor, In April of that year, a Sunday School was started. The 
church organization was completed in November 1859, under the name, 
Church of Our Saviour. It was reotganized in 1868 as the First 
Universalist Church in Franklin. In 1874, the building was sold to 
the Baptists, (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in 
Massachusetts),.who moved it to School Street. A new building was erected 
on the same site, a wooden structure, modeled after the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame This church was destroyed by fire in 1886, and the present 
structure was erected the next year. In these last two buildings the 
church was known as Grace Universalist Church, 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, for picture of church see p- 41 


The following records unless otherwise noted, are in the property 
room of the church: Minutes of society, 1856-59, pew rentals 1859-60, 
receipts and expenditures, 1858-1905, 1 vol., kept in the office of 
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Mr. Donald Chapman of Franklin Yarn Works; Minutes of annual meetings, | 
1922--, 2 vols.; Minutes of parish committee, 1894--, 1 vol., kept in safe 
of manager's office of Whiting, Davis Co., Plainville, in custody of time 

turges Rice, clerk of parish; Minutes of church, 1870-1937 (gap 1871-81, 
but memorandum kept by later pastor), with copy of constitution adopted — 
1868, list of pastors, 1858--, baptisms, 1891-1937, marriages, 1891-92, a 
yols.:; Minutes of Ladies’ Social Circle, 1856--, 9 vols., current volume ig 


Franklin; Minutes of Lend-a-Hand Society, 1895-1916, 1 vol.; Minutes see 
Y; P. C: U. 1912--, 4 vols., current volume in possession ang CcusiGgs offs 
Miss Helen Hammant, secretary, 94 Hast Central Street, Franklin; Receints 
and exvenditures, 1857-75, 1882-87, 1924--, 4 vols.; last two volumes in 
possession and custody of Mr. George Dana, treasurer, of Dana, Carpenter 
and Dana, Dana Block Franklin; Receipts and expenditures of Ladies" Social 
Gircle, 1887--, 3 vols.; Ledger and cash book of Y. P. ©. U., 1905-23 
vols., current book in custody of Mr. Gene Mackintosh, treasurer, East 

Street, Franklin; Record of primary department of Sunday School, 1932-37, 


the possession and custody of Miss Helen Hammant, asst. treasurer, 94 East 
Central Street, Franklin; Record of communion services, 1890--, 1 vol., in 
custody of Mr. F. L. Davis, 33 Fales Street, Franklin; Oliver Dean, a@iam 
ment to give $20,000, for building church, 1871, and bond relative to same 
1873, 2 items, in possession of Dean Academy, Franklin. 


Record of Norfolk County Probate Court, Dedham: Will of Oliver Dean; 
case 5451, approved January 3, 1872. 


222. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1857-69 (defunct), Carlisle. 


The Directory lists Rev. Luther Welcott as residing in Carlisle in 
1857 and Rev. James T. Powers from 1859 to 1864. It is probable them 
these ministers preached to a Universalist group which united with some 
other religious group, since the Directory lists it as a union society 
from 1866 to 1869. ., 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


225. BRIGHTON UNIVERSSLIST PARISH (First Universalist Parish of 


Brighton), 1857-88 (defunct), 541 Cambridge Street, (Brighton) 
Boston. ; | 


In 1857, the Universalists living in the Brighton section of Boston 
organized to support Universalist preaching. Rev. Sumner Ellis was employ 
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to preach in 1858. Services were held in Union Hall. A parish was organized 
in 1860. A chapel was erected on Cambridge Street, and dedicated August 7, 
1861. There were many preachers in the few years this group survived. It 
became defunct about 1888. The building was then used by Unity Church (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), but in 1905 


ee ee 


was sold to tre Brighthelmstone Women's Club which still occupies it. 


Baeee tun. Loc. No. 52, pv. 129, cites records 1660-85, but no records 
Have Deen found except the following letter: J. Davenport, clerk, to First 
Universalist Society in Boston, giving notice of ordination of James 
Kastwood, June 12, 1862, found among vapers of First Universalist Society 
in Boston, in possession of the Universalist Historical Society at Tufts 
College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Purchase of Cambridge Street vroperty, vol. 1166, 
feces, recorded June 19, 1871. 

Property recordings at Suffolk County, Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Sale of Cambridge Street property, vol. 1700, p. 222, recorded November 6, 
Les85. 


224, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN WEST ACTON (Universalist 
Association; West Acton Christian Church), 1858-1930 (defunct), 
Central Street, (West) Acton. 


After a lapse of 8 years following the demise of the First 
Universalist Society in Acton (see entry 63) in 1850, Universalist serv- 
ices were revived under the ministry of Rev. James M. Usher, and societies 
were formed in both South and West Acton. In the latter section of the 
town, services were held in public halls until 1868 when a small wooden 
meetinghouse was built. In 1864, the society settled Rev. Edwin Devis, 
who served until 1870. He preached for them every other Sunday alternately 
with the First Universalist Church of South Acton, Massachusetts (see entry 
225)e for the rest of its life, the society continued to share pastors 
With the Universalists in South Acton. In 1925, the meetinghouse was 
sold and the society was disbanded. It is probable that since then its 
members have joined the South Acton society. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 69 for picture of church. 


Minutes of society (formerly Universalist Association), 1859-1930, 
with subscriptions for preaching 1859-64, and constitution and bylaws, 1 
foMwmeireutes Of Church and record of activities, 1876-1920, 1 vol.j; in 
possession of Mrs. Hobart E. Mead, Littleton Road, West Acton. 
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Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry — 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Land on Central Street, purchase, vote to | 
transfer to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, transfer, release by a 
society, vol. 1032, p. 569, recorded March 13, 1868; vol. 5061, p. 441, — 
recorded September 29, 1903; vol. 3061, p. 442, recorded September 29, 
1903; vol. 4870, p. 411, recorded July 22, 1925. 


2°25, FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF SOUTH ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
(South Acton Christian Church; South Acton Universalist 
Parish), 1858--, Main Street, (South) Acton. 


This congregation was organized in 1858 with Rev. James M. Usher 
preaching for 6 years thereafter. In 1864, the church settled its first 
resident minister, Rev. Edwin Davis who served until 1870. Meetings a 


met at Exchange Hall, opposite the Fire Station near the railroad station, 
Then, in 1877, was built the small wooden church which was dedicated on- 
February 21, 1878, and which has been used ever since. From the begin 
the church has shared pastors with the First Universalist Society in We 
Acton (see entry 224). However, since the dissolution of the latter societ 
in 1925, the church has continued to hold regular services which have 
probably been attended by the Universalists of West Acton 


See: Mrs. Bertha Lowden; Historical Sketeh, 1934.0 iyo posses- 
sion of the author, Main Street, South Acton; Bones Metcalf Leavitt, 
Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 69 
form pictune of (church, 


Maat 1887--, 2 vols.; Minutes of Ladies’ Social Cirele, 1871--, © 
9 vols.; in possession and custody of Mrs. Bertha Lowden, clerk, Main 
Street, South Acton. Receipts and expénditures, 1926--, 5 vols., in 
possession and custody of Miss Clara Sawyer, treasurer, Main Street, South 
Acton. Records of Sunday School in possession and custody of Miss Virgi 
Milbury, Arlington Street, West Acton. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Site of meetinghouse on Main Street, purchase and 
partial sale, vol. 1433, p. 217, recorded April 24, 1877s vol. Sonam aa 
Soo ee August 27, 1907. 


Record of incorporation on file at the Secretary of State's office, 
State House, Boston: Certificate of organization, vol. 128, p. 437; 
certificate of incorporation, vol. 3534, p. 578, granted wepraeey 4, 1920; 
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226. SOUTH UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Proprietors of the Church of the 
Paternity), 1859-63 (merged), Concord Street, Boston. 


The history of this church for its brief lifetime of 4 years is 
almost completely lost and probably would have disappeared from record 
but for its union in 1863 with the Fifth Universalist Society now known 
as the Beacon Universalist Parish, (see entry 157). The church first ap- 
pears as an organized body early in 1859, but was probably preceded by a 
loosely organized group. It was incorporated as "Proprietors of the Church 
of the Paternity" March 7, 1859 and a chapel on Concord Street was dedicated 
on April 1 of that year. <A Sunday School had already been organized and had 
begun to meet in Concord Hall in February. The first meeting of the church 
was held on November 25 and three days later, November 28, 1859, Rev. E. C. 
Bolles was installed as pastor remaining until 1861. On January 23, 1862, 
they changed their name to South Universalist Church. In 1863, the society 
decided to unite with the Fifth Universalist Society which had just changed 
its name to the Shawmut Universalist Society. A last service was held in 
the Concord Street chapel on February 22, 1865, with Rev. Thomas Baldwin 
Thayer, minister of the Fifth Society. The South Universalist Church was 
dissolved March 18, 1863, and on April 3, 1863, the churches formally 
united at a meeting in the vestry of the church of the Fifth Society. The 
united church (Shawnut Universalist Society) moved into the Concord Street 
chapel in June 1863 and remained there until February 1864, when the new 
Shawmut Street church building was dedicated. 


See: Charter and Bylaws of the Shawmut Universalist Society (Boston, 
J. S; Spooner, 1865), (including historical sketch), among the records of 
the Fifth Universalist Society, in possession of Universalist Historical 
Society, Tufts College, Medford, and in custody of Professor Alfred Storer 


Cole. 


Articles of association, recorded on January 23, 1862 in vol. 808, 
p. 89 at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston. 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Chapel on Concord Street, purchase, mortgage, release and discharge, vote 
Poveereeeale in two parts and confirmation, vol. 816, p. 112, recorded 
sepeemper S, 1862; vol. 816, p. 115, recorded September 8, 1862; vol. 836, 
p. 15, recorded November 28, 1863; vol. 843, p. 100, recorded May 18, 
weGe- vol. 642. p. 21, recorded April 29, 1864; vol. 842, p. 21, recorded 
Wee eeieo4: vol. 842, p. 23, recorded April 29, 1864; vol.° 848; p.lzl1, 


recorded September 10, 1864. 


Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation as Proprietors of 
of the Church of the Paternity, Massachusetts Special Laws, 1859, ch. 85, 
eoproveda March 7, 1859. 
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297, UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1859-70 (defunct), (Holmes Hole) 
Tisbury. 


Organized in about 1859, services were held in what later became 
Association Hall. The 1862 Directory lists the society with Rev. J. H. 
Fuller as minister. The society is last listed in the 1869 Directory 
“and probably became defunct in 1870. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


2°28, ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSALIST PARISH (Dorchester Universalist Society), 
1859-63; 1870-87 (defunct), Gibson Street, corner of Adams 
Street, (Dorchester) Boston. 


In the spring of 1859, a subscription paper for the purpose of raising 
money for Sunday preaching was circulated. This marked the first attempt 
to bring the Universalist message to Dorchester. The first service was 
held in a@hall on Park Street, with Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner preaching. In 
May 1859, the Dorchester Universalist Society was organized, and services 
were held irregularly thereafter in the Park Street Hall. In March 1860, — 
the society called Rev. Charlies W. Mellen to be pastor. 


In the svring of 1861, money was raised for the building of a chapel, 
but, with the outbreak of the Civil War, the matter was abandoned. The 
Rev. Mr. Mellen resigned in the fall and services continued with no regular 
pastor until April 1863, when the society suspended services for an in- 
definite period. 


In January 1870, the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see entry 
9) engaged Lyceum Hall on Meetinghouse Hill for 6 months and made oa 
ments for services for that period. On April 22, 1870, the society wagmum 
reorganized. In January 1871, the place of service was changed to the " 
Harrison Square Unitarian church (see forthcoming Inventory of Uniterianas 
Archives in Massachusetts), and again in June to the old Dorchester High 
School House, Dorchester and Gibson streets, which had been abandoned for 
the New High School building. . 


About 1874, Rev. Charles H. Leonard, who had been the pastor of the — 
Universalist Church in Chelsea (see entry 193), began to preach as non- — 
resident pastor. In the spring of 1875, one member of the society, John — 
Farrington, bought a lot of land at the corner of Adams and Gibson streets. 
While the Signa oat still raising the money necessary to build a church, 
the Union Mission {see forthcoming Inventory of Community Archives in lg 
Massachusetts) building was purchased instead and moved to the land. The 
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building was redecorated, prepared for services, and was dedicated 
September 12, 1875. On April 24, 1876, Mr. Farrington gave the property 
to the Massachusetts General Convention which in turn transferred title 
the same day to the St. John's Universalist Parish, Dorchester. The 

Rev, Mr. Leonard continued to preach until 1883 when Rev. Clarence Rice 
followed, also as a non-resident pastor. Two years later, in 1885, Rev 
Robert T. Polk was installed as the first resident pastor since the Rev 
Mr. Mellen 25 years before. The parish continued unitl 1877 when the 
Massachusetts Convention was forced to withdraw its support. The property 
then reverted to the Convention. 


see: "Historical sketch of Dorchester Universalist Society," prepared 
by Rev. Charles H. Leonard and read at dedication of church, September 12, 
1875, in possession of Mr. Charles B. Pear, last clerk of society, 148 
State Street, Boston. William H. McGlauflin, What the Universalist Church 
weevoirs, 1907 to 1909. ». 31 for picture of church. 


Personal statements of Mr. Charles B. Pear; Mr. Alvar W. Polk, son of 
the Rev. Mr. Polk, 51 Manthorne Road, West Roxbury: and Mr. Samuel W. 
Mendum, (early member), 16 Arlington Road, Woburn. 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Land at Adams and Gibson Streets, transfer from and to Massachusetts 
Unsversalist Convention, vol. 1323, p. 86, recorded April 24, 1876; vol 
Pice ep. 20+, recorded May 31, 1887. 


229. UNIVERSALIST CIRCLE, (Union Circle), 1859-94 (defunct), Main 
Street, (Centerville), Barnstable 


The Union Circle was organized in Centerville, a village of Barnstable, 
in 1859 by eight women. Meetings were held in Liberty Hall, opposite the 
Congregational Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives 
in Massachusetts), with Rev. Rufus S. Pope of Hyannis conducting the serv- 
ices whenever possible. Before many months, the membership of the Circle 
had increased to 64, and a Sunday School was established. The old hall be- 
came inadequate, and Howard Hall, now the Mary Young Theater, next to the 
Public Library on Main Street, was built to take its place. Liberty Hall 
was moved from its former site, and now stands on the lot of Miss Evelyn 
Crosby. About 1884, the name of the organization was changed to the 
Universalist Circle. A decade later, owing to deaths and removals, the 
Universalist Circle disbanded. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been .found. 
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239. AYER'S VILLAGE UNION EVANGELICAL CHURCH (Ayer's Village 
Associates; Ayer's Village Universalist Church) , 1859-1900 
(disbanded), Broadway, Haverhill. 


The members of the First Universalist Church in the City of Haverhill 

(see entry 85), who were residents of Ayer’s Village, a community near — 
Methuen, objected to traveling so far to attend services. Two different 
attempts were made in parish meetings to have the church moved nearer to 
accommodate the then increasing population in Ayer's Village, due to the 
opening of shoe and hat factories there. Finally on May 30, 1859) "6 grouy 
of interested persons met at the Haverhill Young Men's Christian re 
Association and organized under the name of the Ayer's Village Associates 
Their object was to establish a new church and it was voted to purcha 
once a site for a building. A lot was secured a few rods 6ast of the 
Corners’ in the center of the village and work on the church building 
begun immediately. The edifice was a wooden frame structure, Gothic ing 
type, with tower and bell. The church was dedicated April 25, 1860. The 
first clergyman was Rev. James E. Pomfret, who served from 1859-60, a 


The land and buildings of the Universalist church in Ayer's Village 
appear in the records, as mortgaged to the Haverhill Y. M. C. A., Magaiee 5, 
1882. On the Dee ne of this mortgage, June 1, 1896, the society ‘oom 
the name "The Ayer's Village Union Evangelical Church." | 


On January 17, 1900, at a special meeting, it was voted to sell the 
church property to the Methodist Episcopal Church (see forthcoming Iny 
of Methodist Archives in Massachusetts), which was to be formed in Aye 
Village. The transfer was made February 1900, The last minister was 
A. Arnold Ross who was also preaching at the Mt. Washington Universa 
Parish in Haverhill {see entry 258). 


See: "Our Ayer's Village Church," a history of the building and 
ords of the meetings of the "Ayer's Village Assocates," 1859-96, and 6 
"Ayer's Village Union Evangelical Church," 1896-1900, 1 vol , a compiled, 
handwritten record by Miss Ida Remick, Ca Street, Ayer's Mies 
Haverhill; "The Ayer's Village Golvencetiet Church" in Haverhill Gazet 
April 20, 1860; "Dedication of Universalist Church, Ayer's Village," 
Haverhill Tri-Weekly Publisher, April 29, 1860; "The Ayer'’s Village — a 
Association," Haverhill- Bradford Directory, 1860-61; "Historical Facts ig 
Concerning Ayer's Village Church," Haverhill Tri-Weekly Publisher, May 
20, July 7, July 16, 1869; "The eae Village Universalist Cruces 1 
Haverhill Evening Gazette, yy oegiie We tee Gb 42)6 5. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry \¢iaaam 
Deeds, Salem: Church site, purchase in two parts, none and discha 
Sale, vol. 611, p. 264, recorded August 29, 1860; vol. 611, p.. 267) 


porict August 25, 1860; vol. 1083, p. 104, recorded May 26, 1882; ware 


LADS5 Die, Dh recorded October Tete CeO vane 16007. Da 2oge redonded 
Repeusry oy eros 
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Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, vol. 118, p. 25; certificate of 
‘incorporation, book 100, p. 6425. 


251. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1860-81 (defunct), (North) Prescott. 


' The. Minutes of the Massachusetts Universalist Convention for 1860 
-agtates: -"The:society-having been but recently formed, is as yet without a 
church organization and Sunday School, but they are contemplated and will 
soon be organized."! The Directory lists Rev. J. D. Dyar as minister from 
1861-62. Rev. James T. Powers is listed in 1866 and Rev. Alison Scott, 
1872-75. Services were held in a leased hall. The society is last listed 
im one 1881 Directory. 


No records have been found. 


No vroperty recordings have been found. 


232. FIRST UNIVERSAL SOCIETY OF WEBSTER (Church of the Redeemer) , 
1861-1912 (defunct), School Street, Webster. 


The doctrine of Universalism was preached in Webster long before any 
attempt was made to organize a church. Meetings were held in a school- 
house on School Street, which was used jointly by the Universalists, 
~ Baptists (see forthcoming Inventory of Baptist Archives in Massachusetts) 
and Methodists (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Archives in 
Massachusetts) in 1844. 


The First Universalist Society was organized on Avril 22, 1861, and 
on May 1, 1864, Rev. George J. Sanger became the society's first pastor, 
serving the parish until 1869. At this time, a committee was chosen to 
contract for the building of a church, and on July 26 of that year a tract 
of land, bounded easterly by School Street, was purchased by the society. 
The edifice was dedicated on August 21, 1867. In 1876, a gale Dlew down 
the steeple of the church and damaged the interior, necessitating extensive 
repairs. In 1879, the society received a bequest of the greater part of 
the estate of Mrs. Julia Clemens Murdock, amounting to several thousand 
dollars. This will contained a proviso that if the society should cease 
to exist or should cease to hold regular meetings for 1 year, the residue 
of the estate should go to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention (see 
entry 9). Regular meetings were evidently not held from 1911 to 1912, and 
on June 9, 1912, the Massachusetts Universalist Convention took possession 


1. Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Minutes, 1860, p-~ 14. 


3S0 
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of the land and buildings, and the society became defunct. The buildings 
are now occupied by St. Anthony's Slovakian Roman Catholic Church (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic Archives in Massachusetts). Rev. 
James Weakley was the society's last settled pastor, leaving in 1911. Ip 
its closing years, the church was called the Church of the Redeemer. 


SE LS LT 


Churches in Massachusetts, p. 95 for picture of church building. 


et 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 


ra 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 151, cites records 1860-65, but no records 
have been found. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Church site on School Street, purchase, mortgage, as= 
signment and discharge; mortgage, assignment, discharge; two mortgages 
discharges; transfer to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, entry by 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 724, p. 651, recorded July 26, 


p. 601, recorded September 16, 1880; vol. 2003, ». 388, recorded August 30 
1912: vol. 1669, p. 575, recorded January 21, 19013 vol. .1s/o.0 ee 

corded March 9, 1908; vol. 1999, p. 368, recorded July 26, 1912; Volume 
p.- 510, recorded January 14, 1909; vol. 2000, p. 507, recorded June Oya 
sale of two parcels of land in Oxford acquired under will of Laurent -B. 
Corbin, vol. 1648, p. 569, recorded June 25, 1900; vol. 1944, p. 135) mem 
corded September i0, 1910. 


Worcester County Probate Court, Worcester: Probate Records, vol. 457, 
p. 469, allowed October 19, 1876: Item of Julia Clemens Murdock's will, 
residue of the estate both real and personal to set up a fund for the 
Webster Universalist Society. 


233. SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF ROCKPORT (Pigeon Cove Universalis 
Association), 1861-ca. 1922 (federated), Granite Street, Pigeon 
Cove, Rockport, iy 


The Second Universalist Society of Rockport had its origin in aaa 
Sunday School organized in August 1861, by a group of 20 versons. Regular 
meetings were maintained for a time in a hall of the Pigeon Cove Engine — 
House; later the school was conducted in a building which housed Edmund's 
bowling alleys, and, after a period, it was relocated at Edmund's Hall. 
Here, preaching services were conducted, in connection with the school. 
In 1868, the membership had increased to 75, and a religious society was 
formerly established on March 31, 186°, under the name of Pigeon Cove 
Universalist Association. A few years later a meetinghouse on Phillips 
Avenue was erected, which was dedicated on June 12, 1873. Rev. Richard 
Eddy of Gloucester delivered the sermon. Tor many years, the pulpit was 

ce 
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supplied by visiting clergymen. The society was incorporated on February 
28, 1878, its name being changed at that time to the Second Universalist 

Society of Rockport. About 1922, the society united with a Congregational 
church, forming the present Pigeon Cove Federated Church (see forthcoming 


ee DC ES te 


pee: Perey Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Cnurehes in Massachusetts, p. 101 for picture of church. 


megs, rub. Doc. No. 52; p. 150, cites records 1669-85, but no records 
have been found. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Church site, purchase, mortgage and discharge, transfer to 
Second Universalist Society of Rockport, transfer to and from Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, mortgage, vol. 842, p. 180, recorded December 19, 
wageeyol., 0/1, p., ’72, recorded December 28,°1872; vol. 1270, p. 200, re- 
Gercea Pepruary 12, 1890; vol. 1040, p. 201, recorded June 26, 1880; vol. 
1044, p. 264, recorded September 24, 1880; vol. 1052, p. 130, recorded 
Peprucary,2,, 1631; vol. 2848, p. 5v71,,recorded June 27, 19350. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
boston: Certificate of organization, book 73, p. 357; certificate of in- 
Corporation, book 61, p. 817, granted June 14, 1878. 


264. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1863-ca. 1870 (defunct), Groton 
(Junction) » 


This church is carried as a new society in the 1863 Directory with 
Rev. William A. Start as minister. It is listed from 1864-65 with Rev. 
Quincy Whitney and from 1866-70 without a pastor. Throughout,it is identified 
as a union group, | 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


235. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1863-1915 (defunct), Granville (Corners). 


Although Universalists in Granville cooperated with Baptists and 
Methodists in erecting a union meetinghouse which was dedicated on March 
10, 1840, a Universalist society was not formally organized until 1863. 
During the latter year, the society built a meetinghouse at Granville 
Corners and held regular services there until 1879. Since then, the society 
held only occasional services. The last mention of its existence is in the 


1915 Directory. 


392 
Churches in Massachusetts 


[235 ] 


See: Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, Avril 4, 1840; Percy Metcalf 
Leavitt Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 


87 for picture of church. 


No records have been found. 4 
Property recordings at Hampden County, Registry of Deeds, Springfield: 
Church site. purchase, vol. 251, p. 576, recorded January 11, 1868. Record 


of sale not found. 


236, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF EVERETT (South Malden Universalist 
Society), 1863--, Broadway, corner of Summer Street, Everett. 


Breaking away from the established church (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Congregational Church Archives in Massachusetts), a small group of So 
Malden worshippers organized a Universalist society in 1863. The Directory 
for that year lists Rev. Benjamin K. Russ as minister. Their first re- 
corded business meeting was on March 28, 1865 at Badger's Hall, whena 
committee was appointed to arrange with the Rev. Mr. Russ to vreach for ] 
year. Services were held in Badger's Hall until September 1872. Final 
organization took place on July 8, 1869. Known as the South Malden 
Universalist Society, the name was changed by warrant in 1870 to the Firs 
Universalist Society of Everett. 


t 
; 
At the annual meeting in 1871, a plan to build a chapel was submitted. 
It was decided to start building when subscriptions reached $3,000. On 
September 24, 1871, a building committee was chosen, which later purchased 
a lot at the corner of what was then Charlestown and Summer Streets. The © 
corner stone, taken from the church of the Second Society of Universalists 
in the Town of Boston on School Street (see entry 66), was laid May 14, 
1872 and the church dedicated September 25, 1872. Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner 
preached the sermon. m 
Rev. William Henry Rider was engaged to preach for a year and this 
agreement was continued the year following. Supplies filled the pulpit 
for several years as it became more and more difficult to raise money for 
expenses. In 1878, it was proposed by some to close the chapel and cease 
holding services. However, it was decided best to arrange for a settled — 
minister, and a young divinity student from Tufts College, Rev. Richard 
Perry Bush, was chosen and installed on June 13, 1880. During his pastorate, 
the church was enlarged and remodeled. The rededication service took plac 
January 17, 1890. A Young People's Christian Union was organized in that 
year. 7 


See: "Historical Outline, First Universalist Society," written for — 
the 50th anniversary, by Miss Margaret Coburn, clerk, 291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, and in her possession; Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio 
of Universalist Churches in Massachusetts, p. 49 for picture of church. _ 


393 


Churches in Massachusetts [236 ] 
Minutes of parish, 1869--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of 

Mr. Charles B. Ladd, clerk, 21 High Street, Everett; Minutes of church, 

1892--, 2 vols., the first volume contains list of church members, the 


second contains annual reports, loose leaves, later to be bound; Minutes 
of Church School, 1874-1918, 2 vols.; Register: baptisms, 1893--, admis- 
Sions, 1893-1914, marriages, 1892-1918, deaths, 1892-93, with lists of 
deacons, church and parish officers, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures, 


1869--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of Mr. Charles B. Ladd, treas- 
urer; Receipts and expenditures of Church School, 1868--, 2 vols.; List 
of church and parish members, 1939, 2 vols.; Calendars, 1923--, printed, 


4 pkgs.; unless otherwise specified, all records in possession and custody 
of Miss Margaret Coburn, clerk, 291 Ferry Street, Everett. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase and partial sale, vol. fa SSW ae 
p- 0934, recorded November 14, 1870; vol. 4883, DD» 2, recorded Ausust 25, 
92D. 


237. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1864-71 (defunct), Conway: 


A Universalist Society in Conway, with Rev. Earl Guilford as pastor, 
is listed in the Directory for the years 1864, 1866, 1867, and 1871, and 
is not listed thereafter. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


239, FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF GARDNER (Church of the Unity 
and Restoration; First Universalist Church of Gardner), 1864--, 
Cross Street, corner of Lincoln Street, Gardner. 


The First Universalist Society of Gardner was organized on June 4, 
1864, due to the efforts of Rev. Jacob Baker, a state missionary, who had 
conducted services in the Town Hall. The following year, he became the 
society's first resident pastor, preaching in Gardner half the time. 
Meetings were held in the Town Hall until 1867, when the society purchased 
at auction the Bell Meetinghouse from the First Congregational Parish (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) This 
meetinghouse was located near the site of the present edifice of the First 
Congregational Parish. The church organization was formed on Pp ray ta5G 
1868, under the name of the Church of the Unity and Restoration, and was 
publicly recognized on the first Sunday in June of that year. This name 
was soon changed to the First Universalist Church of Gardner.. In 1871, the 
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Congregationalists, desiring to use the land on which the Bell Meet inghouse 
stood, requested the Universalists to move the building. The expense of 
moving was so great that the Universalists decided to erect & new neet i tae 
house, and Mr. William S. Lynde donated land on the corner of Lincoln and 
Cross Streets, as a site for the new building. The Bell Meetinghouse was 
moved to 32 Chestnut Street and remodeled for business purposes. 


This building was later destroyed by fire. During the period when 
the society was without a meetinghouse, no regular services were held. 
The first service was held in the new edifice in January 1874, with the — 
dedication exercises taking place on May 26, 1874. This same year, a shed 
with a hall above it was built at the corner of Maple and Cross Streets. © 
The shed was used for the horses and carriages of the parishioners, and 
Unity Hall was used for parish socials. The society found itself unable — 
to finance the building of the horse shed and hall, which was taken over ~ 
by Mr. Ezra Osgood. In 1877, a part of the church land was leased to Mr, 
Ezra Osgood and Mr. James Harris, who built a parsonage thereon. After © 
Mr. Osgood's death, this building was taken over by the society. During — 

he pastorate of Rev. Clifford Davis Newton, 1919-22, a vestry was furnishet 
in the basement of the church building. A church school was formed in the 
first year of the society, but was discontinued in 1934. There are two — 
women's societies, the Ladies' Social Circle, which organized in 1864, and 
the Loyalty Club, organized about 1914. Since September 1934, Rev. HE. J 
Avar of Westminister has supplied the pulpit. oe 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 69 for picture of church. 


+ 


Minutes of Ladies' Social Circle, with lists of members, treasurer's 
accounts, and reports of officers and committees, 1864-1910, 1917--, 5 : 
vols., in custody of Mrs. Ada Knapp, secretary, 59 Richmond Street, Gardner 
Receipts and expenditures, 1939--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Henry Buzzel. 
treasurer, 126 High Street, South Gardner; Church Directory, 1934, in pos- 
session of Mrs. Ada Knavp. A Brief History of Our Church, (Yearbook cli: 
1934, 1 item, in possession of the Universalist Historical Society and in 
custody of Professor Alfred Storer Cole, b 


i 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of Deet 
Worcester: Site of first meetinghouse, purchase, mortgage and discharge, 
and sale, vol. 742, p, 417, recorded April 1, 1867; vol. 742, p. 418, re-_ 
corded April 1, 1867; vol. 742, p. 419, recorded April 1, 1872; vol@@gams 
Db. 59S, recorded April J. 1878s \Siteter present meetinghouse at Cross and 
Lincoln Streets, purchase, mortgage and discharge, partial lease and 
duplicate, 5 mortgages and respective discharges, and outstanding mortgage, 
vol. 742, p. 48, recorded September 25, 1871; vol. 97, ps 272, recordequam 
January 20, 18743 vol. 1275, p. 288, recorded August 1, 1888; vol. 1029, 
p. 616, recorded June 4, 1878; vol. 1320, p, 81, recorded March 19; 1890; 
vol. 1275, p. 289, recorded August’ 1, 1888; vol. 2045, p. 380, recorded 
January 17, 1914; vol. 1470, p. 100, recorded March 25, 1895; vol. 2147, 
p. 122, recorded June 18, 1918; vol. 2205, p. 346, recorded September 264) 
1921; vol. 2391, p. 181, recorded December 7, LS253 wOhe 239) 1% en 4 
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recorded December 7, 1925; vol. 2550, p. 154, recorded. September 2, 1931; 
vol. 2455,. p. 447, recorded May.3, 1927; vol. 2549, p. 97, recorded August, 
1931; Adjacent lot at Cross and Maple Streets, purchase, mortgage and dis- 
charge; partial sale, mortgage and discharge, and sale, vol. 937, p. 610, 
recorded September 28, 1874; vol. 1275, p. 289, recorded August 1, 1888; 
vol. 2045, vo. 380, recorded January 17, 1914; vol. 2698, p. 583, recorded 
July 7, 1937; vol. 1470, p. 100, recorded March 25, 1895; vol. 2147, p. 
122, recorded January 18, 1918; vol. 1650, p. 205, recorded May 10, 1900; 
Three lots on “an old road leading from Gardner Centre to the depot at 
North Ashburnhem,"two quitclaims, and sale, vol. 1793, p. 250, recorded 
October 26, 1904; vol. 1793, p. 251, recorded October 26, 1904; vol. 1820, 
p. 289, recorded December 6, 1905. 


239, INDEPENDENT UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1867 (defunct), Boston. 


The 1867 Directory lists an Independent Society in Boston. It is 
not clear whether or not that society is the same as the one organized in 
1867 by Rev. Rowland Connor. On January 2, 1867, the Rev. Mr. Connor was 
installed as colleague pastor of the Second Society of Universalists in 
the Town of Boston (see entry 66). During the annual meetings of the 
Unitarians in the spring of that year, a meeting was called at Horticultural 
Hall in Boston by a group of the younger and more radical ministers and lay- 
men. From this meeting the Free Religious Association was organized (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). The Rev. Mr. 
Connor attended this meeting, spoke in its deliberations, and accepted an 
office in the new movement. Immediately, there was opposition among his 
church members who were especially concerned over his alleged "rejection of 
the authority of Christ." The standing committee met on June 27, 1867 and 
asked for his resignation. At first, he refused to submit it, but finally 
presented it July 27, to take effect January 1, 1868. He was summarily 
dismissed July 30, 


The Rev. Mr. Connor then led a number of his followers to Mechanics 
Hall in Boston, where, in the words of Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner, he "soon 
conspicuously failed." 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


1. Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner, The Century of Universalism, in Justin 
Winsor, ed., The Memorial History of Boston, vol. 3, p. 500. 
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2490, UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF WESTPORT, 1870-73, Westport: 


This group is reported in the Directory from 1871-73, indicating 
that the "parish" was organized in 1870. 


“No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


241. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ASHLAND, 1871-75 (defunct) , 
Alden Street, corner of Railroad Street, Ashland. 

a) 

This society was organized May 13, 1871, A hall in the Adams Build- 

ing at the corner of Railroad and Alden Streets was leased for services. 
Rev. George Proctor was the first regular pastor, and Rev. Anson Titus, 
Jr., the last. There was insufficient support for the society and it 
was soon discontinued, 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


242. ST, PAUL'S UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Jamaica Plain Universalist 
Parish), 1871-1928 (defunct), Rockview Street, (Jamaica 
Plain), Boston, 


Universalist services were first held in the meetinghouse of the ~ 
Central Congregational Society on Greenough Avenue (see forthcoming 
Inventory of Congregational Archives in Massachusetts) purchased by the 
Jamaica Plain Universalist Parish in 1871. The church was organized 
April 2, 1888. - 


Land was acquired on Rockview Street in 1889 and subscriptions 
for the erection of a church building, but there was difficulty inr 
funds and the church was not built until 1892. The first church meeti 
was held in the vestry on April 28, 1892. Rev. Isaac P. Coddington, 
pastor of the Winter Hill Universalist Church, Somerville (see entry 249) 
supplied the pulpit for a time and was succeeded by Rev. Franklin Kent 
Gifford. The last minister was Rev. Harvey Hastings Hoyt, Services 
ceased in 1927. On January 16, 1928, at a called meeting of the members 
of the church, the treasurer was instructed to execute a deed for the 
property to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, Loss of memb 8. 
and financial difficulties forced the discontinuance of this church 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 57 for picture of church. ig 
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Minutes of corporation and trustees with constitution, bylaws and 
amendments, lists of members, 1888-1906, 1919-28, 2 vols.; Register, pastors, 
1888-1922, deacons, 1888-1916, parish officers, 1888-1917, baptisms, 1878- 
1918, marriages, 1895-1920, deaths, 1905-22, attendance at church, 1894-1900 
1878-1922, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditures, 1926-27, 1 vol.; Reports of 
treasurer for church, 1923-24, 1926-27, 4 items; Reports of treasurer for 
Sunday School, 1923-25, 3 items; Subscription paper, n.d., 1 item; Receipts 
for building fund, 1892, 14 items; Agreement to yurchase Mason and Hamlin 
organ, 1896, 1 item; Notice of meeting to organize, April 2, 1888; List of 
D2 who associated together te form a church, Avril 2, 1888; Certificate of 
an existing corporation by Secretary of State, November 7, 1888; Agreement 
-to purchase land on Rockview Street, April 5, 1889; Mortgage deed for land 
on Rockview Street, Avril 28, 1889; Warranty deed for land on Rockview 
Street, April 29, 1889; Constitution and Bylaws of the Jamaica Plain 
Universalist Parish, adopted May 12, 1873 (Jamaica Plain, Farrar's West 
Roxbury Gazette Print, 1873), 16 pp.; Bylaws of St. Paul's Universalist 
Church, n.d., typewritten; Cradle Roll, 1908-24, 1 pamphlet; Newspaper 
clinping on completion of church building, November 21, 1891; Cut of church; 
Sixty-Ninth Annual Report of the Secretary of Universalist Sabbath School 
Union, presented at the Jamaica Plain Universalist Church, by Elizabeth 
Yemington, 1920. 


? 


The Bible of the church (University Press, Oxford, England, 1897), 
and the silver communion plate are stored in a trunk and are in the posses- 
Sion of Mrs. Mitchell, 11 Warren Street, Jamaica Plain. 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Land on Greenough Avenue, purchase from Central Congregational Society of 
Jamaica, and quitclaim from Mather Sosiety, vol. 407, p. 118, recorded 
eye toast vol. 4067, p. 117, recorded.May 15, 1871, 

Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Land on Greenough Avenue, agreement to convey, transfer to Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, four quitclaims to the Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention, sale by Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 1208, p 
28, recorded April 22, 1874; vol. 1705, p. 1, recorded December 12, 1885; 
VOL b705>p. S28, recorded December 12, 1875; vol. 1705, p. 9, recorded 
December 12, 1885; land on Rockview Street, purchase, mortgage and dis- 
charge, transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
two mortgages and discharges, grant to Massachusetts Universalist 
Convention, sale by Convention, mortgage to Convention and discharge, vol 
1874, p. 14, recorded April 29, 1889; vol. 185, p. 225, recorded June 27, 
1889; vol. 1910, p. 30, recorded November 21, 1889; vol. 1887, pp. 273-05, 
recorded July 10, 1889; vol. 2041, p. 248, recorded February 3, 1892; vol. 
2041, p. 248, recorded June 7, 1906; vol. 4046, p. 213, recorded July 28, 
1917; vol. 4972, p. 549, recorded January 21, 1928; vol. 4972, p. 549, 
recorded January 25, 1928; vol. 4972, p. 551, recorded January 25, 1928; 
vol. 4972, p. 552, recorded January 25, 1928; vol. 5222, p. 3, recorded 
October 24, 1950. - 
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Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State’s office, 4 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 82, p. 295; certificate of in- 
corporation, book 66, p. 3428, granted November 7, 1888. 


243, NEWTON UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1871-1932 (defunct), 61 a 
Washington Park, Newtonville, Newton. = 


‘a 


The Newton Universalist Society of Newtonville was the outgrowth ofm 

a missionary movement in 1870, a tracting a number of individuals formerly 

connected with the Newton and Watertown Universalist Society (see entry 

96). and the First Universalist Society of Waltham (see entry 159). The 4 

first meetings were held in a small hall on Washington Street in Newtonvill 

Square. In the spring of 1871, the society transferred its place or meetin 

to Music Hall, over Tremont Hall, on Walnut Street. ¥ 

‘ 

The legal organization of the society took place early in April 18710 

On July 22, 1872, the society voted to purchase land on Washington Park in 

Newtonville, and to erect an edifice thereon. The cornerstone of the | 

building was laid three months later, on October 22, the dedication of tim 
edifice taking place on July 26, 1873. n, 


Rev. John Coleman Adams became the first settled minister in 1872, and 
was ordained on December 19 of that year, serving a pastorate of 8 years.” 
The church was established in February 1873 with 13 members. During the © 
pastorate of Rev. Rufus A. White (1884-92), a parish house was added to © 
the church building. In 1932, the society voted to dissolve, and the prop: 
erty was sold to the Newtonville Women's Club. : a 

See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 81 for picture of church. 


The following records are, except when otherwise noted, in the 
custody of Mr. Clarence A. Wentworth, clerk, 20 Foster Street, Newtonvil 
Minutes of society, 1872-77, 1889-1932, with minutes of trustees, 1872 
and register of members, 1872-77, 3 vols.; Minutes of trustees, 1977=m 
4 vols.; Minutes of final meeting of officers, including vote to dissolv 
society, 1957, and treasurer's reports, 1931-37, loose sheets, in custo 
of Mr. Charles Raymond Cabot, treasurer, 75 Federal Street, Boston; Regis 
Baptisms, marriages and deaths, 1871-1932, 1 vol.; Receipts and expenditure 
of society, 1871-76, 1929-37, 3 vols., latest volume in custody of Mr. 
Charles Raymond Cabot, treasurer; Check book of society, 1931-37, ive 
in custody of Mr. Charles Raymond Cabot, treasurer; Deeds: To land, mo 
gage and discharge, 1872, 3 items, Directory, 10 pp., 1914. ; 


‘7 i 
a 
* ae 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase and sale, vol. 1227, pis 
recorded September 10, 1872; vol. 5659, p. 262, recorded July 29, 193emm 


CN 
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244, SECOND UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN CHARLESTOWN (Murray Chapel 
Mission), ca..1875-84 (defunct), Baldwin Street, corner 
of Bunker Hill Street, (Charlestown), Boston. 


The Directory lists this church for the pyeriod mentioned except for 
a year or two. .It is not clear whether it was solely a mission of the 
First Universaiist Society in Charlestown (see entry 58), or an independent 
church. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


245. iURRAY UNIVERSALIS? CHURCH OF ATTLEBORO (Murray Universalist 
Parish; Murray Chapel; Murray Universalist Society), 1875--, 
South Main Street, Attleboro. 


About 1820, during the ministry of Rev. Richard Carrique at the 
First Universalist Society (see entry 65), there was occasional preaching 
of the Universalist message in what was then East Attleborough. The local 
Cpposition to Universalism was so great that the services were not long 
continued and no Universalist organization was formed. More than 50 years 
later, on June 19, 1875, the Murray Universalist Parish was established, 
services were first held in Union Hall, but in December 1875, Murray 
Chapel, in the upper part of the Horton building on North Main Street, was 
dedicated. Rev. Franklin ©. Flint was the first pastor, but his term was 
cut short by death in March 1876. 


The church was organized February 27, 1878. Temporary officers were 
elected at this meeting, being replaced on April 5, 1878, by permanent 
Por.icers. On April ’, 1878, the first communion was observed; 29 charter 
members were received: and 12 baptized by Rev. Alphonso E. White, minister 
In May 1881, the parish changed its name and incorporated as the Murray 
Universalist Society. Land was acquired in that year for a church build- 
ing, but the cornerstone was not laid until December 11, 1884. Services 
were transferred to the church building late in 1885. The building was 
dedicated May 11, 1887. A parsonage was built during the pastorate of 
Rev. Daniel L. Fisher, 1892-93. In 1908, Murrey Hall was added to the 


church building. 


A church school and the Murray Mission Circle have existed since the 
founding of the church. There are several classes of women, a Clara 
Barton Guild for girls, and a Young People's Christian Union dating from 
1889. 
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See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 


ROASTS | PNET 


Churches in Massachusetts, p. 19 for picture of church. 


tial 
q i 


Minutes of church, 1920--, 2 vols., in possession and custody of Miss 
Edith L, Claflin, clerk, 38 Fifth Street, Attleboro; Minutes of Mutual 4 
Helpers, with dues account, 1894-99, 1907-33, 3 vols.; Register; births — 
and baptisms, 1888--, marriages, 1906--, deaths, list of members and pasto 
1878--, (lapse, 1884-89), 2 vols.; Pastoral book of ministers, 1914--, 1 
vol., these records are kept in the parsonage and are in the custody of R 
Isaac V. Lobdell, minister, 140 County Street, Attleboro; List of membe 
with admissions, signatures and deaths, 1924--, 1 vol.; List of donors of 
flowers in memory of deceased, 1924--, 2 vols., in possession of Mids “am 
Claflin. Sermons of Gabriel E. Fuller, pastor of Universalist Society, 
Dana, Massachusetts, n.d., 5 mss. in custody of librarian Nae? ine Sweet 
Memorial Library, Attleboro. i 

Property recordings at Bristol County, Northern District, Registry 
Deeds, Taunton: Land on South Main Street, purchase, vol, 424, p. 93, 
corded May 19, 1884; parsonage site, purchase, vol. 503, p. 496, record 
April 13; 1892. _ 

Record of legislative enactments: Incorporation, Massachusetts S$ 
Laws, 1817, ch. 160, approved February 20, 1818; change of time in hGlaam 
annual mesvinie py Lbide) Pool, els Teh? epororae May ito Leeds proceed iia 


confirmed , oie. 1882, che 6G, Bale March i.) loan. 


Record of incorporation in Secretary of State's office, Boston: ~~ 
Certificate of organization, book “5, 6. 1553 GereLricetenct incorporation, 
Hook 62) pe. Loc’, granted May Lo. 1881: change of name from Murray ty 


Universalist Society to Murray Universalist Church of Attleboro, book 385, 
p. 543, approved December 16, 1920. Pu i 


246, SOCIETY OF THE LANESVILLE UNIVERSALIST PARISH, 1876-ca, 1980, 
Washington Street, Lanesville, Gloucester. 


(rants. 


In 1876, Universalists of the Lanesville section of Gloucester or 
the Society of the Lanesville Universalist Parish Two years later, thei: 
newly érected meetinghouse was dedicated. The first minister of the soci 
was Rev. Byron G. Russell. The society became dormant about 1914, and 
not been listed in the Directory since 1929. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist. 
Churches in Massachusetts, De o9 for picture of church. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, p. 130, cites records 1876-85, but no reco: 
have been found. ae 


} 
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Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Salem: Church site, vurchase, transfer to and from Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, entry by Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
Wore cloey 0. Yi, recorded Janusry SO, i871s* vol. 979,-p. 55, ‘recorded 
mene O77; VOL. 1095, p. 77, recorded November 10, 1882; vol. 2762, 
p. 475, recorded May 9, 1928. 


247, GROVE HALL UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Grove Hall Universalist Parish), 
1877--, Washington and Wilder Streets, Grove Hall, Dorchester, 
Boston. 


A group of Universalists, members of the First Universalist Church 
of Roxbury (see entry 75), withdrew from that church in 1877 to establish 
a new church in the Grove Hall section of Roxbury. Land was vurchased and 
a church built at the corner of Blue Hill Avenue and Schuyler Street. 
This was dedicated in December 1877. Rev. Fred Augustine Dillingham was 
ordained as first settled pastor in 1878. Incorporation under the name 
of the Grove Hall Universalist. Parish was granted on July 3, 1887. A new 
church building was erected in 1895 on the present site. On September 4, 
1913, a change of name to the Grove Hall Universalist Church was legally 
granted. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 21 for picture of church built in 1895. 


Minutes of parish and board of trustees, 1878-1930, 2 vols. which 
are reported to be at the church but not made accessible, and 1930--. 1. 
vyol. in custody of Mr. Frederick F. Redgate, clerk, 56 Claybourne Street, 
Dorchester; Minutes of Sunday School, 1877--, 1 vol.; Minutes of Young 
People's Christian Union, 1898-1913, 1 vol.; List of those present at 
meeting for organization, January 9, 1878; Correspondence, 1900--, filed 
by years in envelopes. These records are kept at the church end are in the 
custody of Mr. Redgate. 


Warrant from Commomyealth of Massachusetts for organization of Grove 
Hall Universalist Parish, July 3, 1877, in possession of Mrs. J. Arthur 
Ross, 107 Rosseter Street, Dorchester, widow of a former clerk. 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Land at corner of Schuyler Street and Blue Hill Avénue, purchase, vol. 
1398, vp. 185-86, recorded November 10, 1877; affidavit that on April 
1, 1878 deed was given to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 
1420, p. 87, recorded April 1, 1878; purchase, from Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, vol. 1420, p. 86, recorded April 1, 1878; sale, 
vol. 2366, p. 563, recorded June 15, 1896; land at corner of Washington 
and Wilder Streets, purchase, vol. 2193, pp. 287-88, recorded April 28, 
1894; sale to Massachusetts Universalist Convention and repurchase, vol. 
2366, pp. 566-68, recorded June 15, 1896; vol. 2366, pp. 568-70, recorded 


June 15, 1896. 
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Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's Office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 73, p. 227; certificate of 
charter, book 61, p. 686, granted July 3, 18e7; certificate of petition 
to change name, book 289, p. 547; certificate of change of name, book — 
229, p. 101, granted, September 4, 1915. ‘ae 


248, BETHANY UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (First Universalist Parish), 1 
Franklin Street, Framingham. 


ie 

Bethany Universalist Church was formed on April 28, 1878,.in what 

was then known as South Framingham. The society held its first servi 
in Liberty Hall, now the gymnasium of the Young Men's Christian Assoc 
Rev. Albert Hammatt beceme pastor in 1881 and the society was reorga 
on April 5, 1882. A meetinghouse on Franklin Street was dedicated re) 
November 9, 1882. It was a wooden structure, with belfry and steeples 
vresent there is no settled minister and the pulpit is supplied by stude 
from Crane Theological School of Tufts College. 
ee: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portiolio on Universalist — 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 81 for picture of the churenh: . 


i) 


Minutes of society, with constitution, bylaws, and reports of con- 
mittees, 1904--, 2 vols., in custody of Mr. Albert F. Roach, clerk, 
Union Avenue, Framingham; Minutes of Ladies' Association, with constitu 
tion, bylaws, and. reports, 1910--. 4 vols., im custody of Mra. re 
E. Roach, 393 Union Street or Avenue, Framingham; Receivts’ and expendi- 
tures of church, 1950--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. De albee Bearse, 
59 Leland Street, Framingham. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase, transfer martes a and 
discharge, mortgage, transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist “q 
Convention, sale of part to town, mortgage, vol. 1562, pv. 468, records 
March 21,.1881; vol. 1620,.p..528; recorded January 12. 9pees. vol. 30 
p. £26, recorded. July 7, 1903; vol. 4015, ». 23, recorded November 23, 
1915; vol. 4061, p..29, recorded June 16, 19163 vol p40cueunee 30, rea 
corded June 16, 1916; vol. 4186, ». 187 recorded February 13, 1918; 
VOLAUMoO As De D7, recorded, July 16... 934. 


* " 
> i 


249, WINTER HILL UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Winter Hill Universalist 
“t 


Parish), 1879-1927 (merged), corner of Thurston and Evergreen 
Streets, Sonerville. — 


ae 
na 


On June 10, 1879, a meeting was held in the Methodist Episcopal. — 
; hae 


ty 
v, 
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chapel (see forthcoming Inventory of Methodist Episcopal Archives in 
Massachusetts) at the corner of Broadway and Marshall Streets, to organize 
a Universalist church in the Winter Hill section of Somerville. Early 


‘services were held in this chapel, but were transferred to Union Temple 


in 1882. Rev. William A. Start, secretary of the Massachusetts Universalist 


~ Convention (see entry 9) served as pastor during the first year. In June 


1880, Rev. R. Perry Bush, was secured as acting minister. A church building 
was erected in 1887 and was dedicated October 6 of the same year. The first 
settled pastor was Rev. Isaac P. Coddington, from 1888-98. The name was 
changed from Parish to Church in 1889. A Sunday School Chapel and vestry 
mere added to the church in 1892. On June 27, 1927, this church merged with 
the First Universalist Society of Somerville (see entry 216) and sold the 
Ciimcm oroperty to Paul Revere Lodge.184, 1.0.0.F. 


pee: Joshiah B. Mayhew, last clerk, "Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 


“Winter Hill Universalist Church" in the Somerville Journal, October 2, 1904, 


copy in possession of Mrs. James Emerson, 364 Brighton Street, Belmont. 


Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches in 
Massachusetts; p. 83 for,pieture of church. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase, mortgage and discharge, 
transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, sale, vol. 
ie seo. od, recorded April 15, 18865 vol. 1819, p. 201, recorded October 
Spee ee vor. 1619, p. 201, recorded January .1,:19163),vol..1841, pp.:462-63, 


Perereea arch 25, 1888; vol. 5104, p. 582, recorded June 6, 19287; Lot on 
Thurston Street, purchase, two mortgage and respyective discharges, sale in 
pummemregeyol. S950, px. 201, recorded December 29, 1914; \vwol.-3998,) p. 


202, recorded December 29, 1914; vol. 3938, p. 202, recorded January 1, 

i ermvele 012, pi. elo, recorded September,$, 1926; vol. D139, p. 361, 

Pe coe eo erusust ol, 19275. vol. 56104). p.' 582, recorded June.6, 1927; wol 
blew penooc, recorded August 31,.1927; lot on Oakland Avenue, purchase, 
mortgage, sale, mortgage taken by the church, and discharge, vol. 4311, 

p. 307, recorded November 19, 1919; vol. 4511, p. 538, recorded November 
Some boeevon, 4768, p. 600, vol. 4311, p. 400, recorded January 12, 1922; 
WagemeesOoms DD. 242, recorded January 13, 1925; wol. 4487, p. 599, recorded 
January 12, 1922. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office., 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 735, ov. 443; certificate of in- 
corporation, book 62, p. 957, granted July 14, 1879. 


Record of legislative enactments: Change of name, Massachusetts 
Special Laws, 1889, ch. 369, approved May 24, 1889. 
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250. WEST SOMERVILLE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (Third Universalist 
Society and Parish of Somerville), 1881--, College Avenue, 
corner of Morrison Street, Somerville. 


Early in 1881, some Universalists living in West Somerville met under 
the leadership of Mr. Cormi D. Chamberlain to discuss the formation of a © 
new Universalist society. The Third Universalist Society and Parish of 
Somerville was formally orgenized on July 15, 1881. Services were first © 
held in the ‘Royal Arcanum hall in the Clarendon Building on Dover Street. 
There was no regular pastor until September 1882 when Rev. Rufus A. White, 
a student at Tufts, was called. He remained scarcely a year. In 1883)00@ 
land at the corner of Elm and Morrison Streets (now College Avenue and 
Morrison Street) was purchased. A chapel was erected and was dedicated 
December 31, 1884. The chapel was enlarged to the present church which 
was dedicated November 21, 1897. In 1917, the society and parish united 
and took the name West Somerville Universalist Church. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 83 for picture of church. 


Minutes, 1881--, 4 vols., last two books loose-leaf, in custody of 
Mr. Arthur Knox, clerk, 65 Bromfield Street, West Somerville; Minutes of 
Home Welfare Club, and financial accounts, 1940, 1 vol., in custody of 
Mrs. George R. Erickson, president, 11 Morrison Place, West Somerville; 
Minutes of Men's Club, with financial reports, 1939--, 1 vol., in custody 
of Mr. Arthur Knox, Jr., president, 63 Bromfield Street, West Somerville; — 
Register; christenings, marriages, deaths, members, 1881--, 2 vols., 
earlier volume at church, current one at home and in custody of Mrs. 
Walter Rushworth, registrar, 51 Willow Avenue, Somerville; Receipts and 
expenditures, 1881--, 3 vols., in custody of Mr. Harris Neal, treasurer, 
13 Henry Avenue, Somerville; Sunday School records, 1939--, 1 vol., in 
custody of Mr. Walter Rushworth, superintendent, 51 Willow Avenue, 
Somerville; Directory, 1934-35, with historical sketch by Mr. F. Elwood 
Smith, in custody of Mr. Arthur Knox, clerk; History, Directory and Year 
Book, 1934-1935, 16 pp., in possession of Universalist Historical Society, 
Tufts College, and in custody of Professor Albert Storer Cole. . 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry orm 
Deeds, East Cambridge: Church site, purchase, vol. 1642, p. 102, recorded 
August 22, 1883. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's Office, 
Boston: Change of name from Third Universalist Parish of Somerville to 
West Somerville Universalist Church, book 418, p. 48, approved March 16, 
LOny. 


Churches in Messachusetts 
251. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH IN mONSON, 1882--, Main Street, Monson. 


Universalist preaching had occasionally taken place in Monson long 
before the First Universalist Parish was organized in November 1882. Regular 
services were held thereafter in Central Hall, and in 1883, the Rev. Albert 
Hammatt, a graduate of Tufts Theological School, settled as pastor, remaining 
until 1885. In 1889, the present building was dedicated. It is constructed 
of Monson granite, in Gothic style, with a bell tower and spire. 


See: Percy Metcaif Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist Churches 
an Massachusetts, p..9 for picture of church. Historical papers by William 
L. Ricketts, 25th and 50th anniversaries of dedication of church, in Palmer 
Journal, December 10, 1914; Monson Register, November 17, 1958; in posses- 
Sion of Mr. Ricketts, clerk, Main Street, Monson. 


Minutes, with bylaws, list of original members, 1889--, 1 vol., in 
possession and custody of Mr. William L. Ricketts, clerk, Main Street, 
Peveou. secicter: births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, 1889--, l.vol., in 
possession and custody of Rev. Brainard F. Gibbons, minister, 177 Main 
Street, Monson; Receipts and expenditures, 1889--, 1 vol., in possession 
and custody of Mr. Frank Entwistle, treasurer, Main Street, Monson 


Proverty recordings at Hamoden County Registry of Deeds, Springfield: 
Church site, purchase, vol. 463, p. 120, recorded November 25, 1889 


252, EAST GLOUCESTER PARISH, 1884-95 (defunct), (East) Gloucester. 


On March 22, 1884, a Universalist society was organized in East 
Gloucester. A church building was erected in 1886, a church was gathered 
and Rev. Byron G. Russell became pastor. Rev. Mr. Russell stayed but a 
few months and was succeeded by Rev. Nathaniel R. Wright. The society 
does not appear in the Directory after 1895. 


Mass. Pub. Doc. No. 52, vo. 147, cites records 1884-85, but no records 
heve been found. 


Property recordings at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem: Land 
on Main Road leading from Gloucester, purchase, vol. 1162, p. 295, recorded 
December 8, 1885; mortgage, vol. 1513, p. 233, recorded June 18, 1891; sale 
to Massachusetts Universalist Convention end repurchese, vol. 13135, p. 236, 
recorded June 18, 1891; vol. 1318, p. 195, recorded August 6,'1891; sale to 
Methodist Episcopal Church, vol. 1442, p. 313, recorded April 25.5 1895. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 78, p. 63; certificate of in- 
corporation, book 64, p. 2024, grarted April 1, 1884. ; 
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253, ALL SOULS UNIVERSALIST PARISH, 1884--, corner of Woodland 
and Norwood Streets, Worcester. 


On October 13, 1884, a South Worcester group of Universalists in- 
corporated as the All Souls Universalist Parish. Rev. Moses H. Harris, 
pastor of the First Universalist Church, (see entry 186) Worcester, had 
for some time desired a Universalist Church in South Worcester to meet 
the demands of a growing population. Accordingly, on January 27, 1884, 

a mission Sunday School was opened in the home of Mrs. Martin Russell, 

10 May Street. Two weeks later the Rev. Mr. Harris conducted the first 
of several prayer meetings at the Russell home. Mrs. Lucy A. Stone déeded 
a lot of land on Kilby Street to the First Universalist Church, which was © 
held in trust, and transferred to the South Worcester group after formal 
orgenization. A small Gothic chapel was erected on this land and the 
building dedicated January 27, 1885. On June 21, 1885, the church was 
organized and on June 23, the Rev. Mr. Harris received 21 members, 12 of 
whom were admitted by letter from the First Universalist Church. For the 
first year, the pulpit was supplied by Mr. Lee Howard Fisher, a senior % 
at Tufts College, and in April 1886, Rev. Frederick W. Bailey, was settled 
and served until January 1889. The membership grew steadily, and in 189], 
it was necessary to secure larger quarters. Land was purchased March 13, 
1891, at Norwood Street, corner of Woodland Street, and the cornerstone 

of the present edifice was laid June 3, 1891. The building was completed 
and dedicated November 20, 1891. On January 12, 1892, the land and chapel® 
on Kilby Street was sold to the Westminster Corporation of the First 
Presbyterian Church (see forthcoming Inventory of Presbyterian Archives 

in Massachusetts). Excepted from the sale was the church organ, pulpit 
and chairs, which were placed in the new church. Rev. Moses H. Harris, 

who was instrumental in the founding of the church, became its pastor in 
1896, serving until 1902. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 43 for picture of church. "Rev. Fenwick L. 
Leavitt, Historical Sketch," written for 50th anniversary, t., 1935. ; 


The following records, unless otherwise noted, are in custcdy and 
possession of Mrs. J. Elmer Hall, historian, 24 McKinley Road, Worcester: 
Minutes of church, with admissions, deaths, baptisms, marriages, 1885--, 
3 vols., current volume in custody of Mrs. C. Nelson Potter, church clerk, 
28 Dayton Street, Worcester; Minutes of parish, with covenant, members, 
officers, warrants, 1884--, 2 vols., current volume in custody of Mr. 
Albert KR. Miller, parish clerk, 920 Pleasant Street, Worcester; Minutes 
of church school, with account of organization as mission Sunday School, 
1884--, receipts and expenditures, 1884-1911, 1884--, 3 vols., in custody 
of Mr. J. Elmer Hall, secretary, 24 McKinley Road, Worcester; Minutes of 
Ladies' Aid Society, with receipts and expenditures, 1885-1930 (defunct), 
5 vols.; Minutes of Unity Club, with constitution and bylaws, receipts 
and expenditures, 1930--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. Elson Stanhope, Jr., 
secretary, 25 Florence Street, Worcester; Minutes of St. Makrina Club, 
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with constitution, 1890--, 2 vols., current volume in custody of Mrs. 
Charles Howe, secretary, 5 Cuba Road, Worcester; Receipts and expenditures 
of church, 5 vols., 1885--, current volume in custody of Mrs. Forrest 

E. Atwood, church treasurer, 14 Lowell Street, Worcester; Receipts and 
expenditures of parish, 1884--, 5 vols., current volume in custody of 

Mr. James E. Low, parish treasurer, 12 Newton Avenue, Worcester; Receipts 
and expenditures of St. Makrina Club, 1890--, 2 vols., in custody of Mrs. 
Bertha Cady, secretary, 12 West Oberlin Street, Worcester; Newspaper 
clippings, 1884-1927, 1 vol., in custody of Worcester Historical Society, 
Worcester. 


Property recordings at Worcester County, South District, Registry of 
Deeds, Worcester: Land on Kilby Street, grant from First Universalist 
society, correction deed, sale to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
conditional repurchase from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, sale 
to Westminster Corporation of First Presbyterian Church, vol. 1184, p. 
moey, recorded) November: 21, 1884; vol. 1187, p..81, recorded January 17, 
See vol. 210/, p.noc, recorded January 22;.1885;.vol: 1216, p. 105; re- 
Cormrograpriivi2, 1886; -vol. 1374, p. 117, recorded January 25,1892;  con- 
sent to permit erection of boarding stable on Gardner Street within 100 
feet of its chapel on Kilby Street, vol. 1219, p. 642, recorded September 
4, 1886; land at corner of Woodland and Norwood Streets, purchase, sale 
to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, repurchase from Massachusetts 
Wniversalist Convention, vol. 1343, p. 585, recorded March 13, 1891; vol. 
fore o, recorded April 19, 1892; vol. 1377, p. 220, recorded April 
19, 1892; seven mortgages and discharges, vol. 1343, p. 586, recorded 
Pmaemrovy lool VOl. 2152, p. 225, recorded April 26, 1918; vol.11357, 
Pei recordacd July .20; 1891; vol. 2152, p. 223, recorded April 26, 
wee or, O60), p:7158, recorded August 12, 1891; vol. 1777, pw 447, re- 
Ceem@eeer to, 11904; vol. 1371, p. 1356, recorded January 15, 1892; vol. 
ae Deco, recorded April 26, 1918;-vol. 1620, p. 447, recorded July 
ee vol. 1777, p. 447, recorded April 5, 1904; vol. 2152, p. 224, 
Pecorecd april 26, 1918; vol. 2164, p. 314, recorded November 20, 1918; 
wae oe Dp. O15, recorded November 21, 1918; vol. 2462, p..127, recorded 
Marcniio.)1928; parsonage at 45 Oberlin Street, purchase, vol. 2147, p. 
$22, recorded January 26, 1918; mortgage and discharge, vol. 2164, p. 317, 
Tecordea November 21, 1918; vol. 2462, p. 127, recorded March 13, 1928; 
Mortpacerand discharge, vol. 2152, p. 224, recorded April 26, 1918; vol. 
2164, p. 314, recorded November 20, 1918; vote and mortgage, vol. 2566, 
D. 415; recorded July 8, 19352. ; 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: » Certificate of organization, book 78, p. 159; certificate of 
incorporation, book 64, p. 2135, granted October 16, 1884. 
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254. FIRST UNIVFRSALIST PARISH OF BRAINTREE, 1886-1904 (federated) , 
Pythian Hall, Washington Street, corner of Elm Street, Braintree. 


On November 21, 1886, a group of liberals of Braintree, hoping to 
start a Universalist church, gathered to hear Rev. George Landor Perin 
and Rev. William A. Start, at the old Town Hall on Washington Street. 
During 1887, preaching services were continued and on December 28, 1887, 
an agreement of association was drawn up for the purpose of forming the 
First Universalist Parish of Braintree. It was incorporated on January 4, 
1888. During the 13 years of the church's existence, services were held 
first at the Old Town Hall and iater at Pythian Hall, corner of Elm and q 
Washington Streets, now the location of the Braintree National Bank. In 
1899, during the pastorate of Rev. Charles Huntington Pennoyer, the con- 
gregation united with the Unitarians of Braintree (see forthcoming Invento y 
of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), and formed All Soul's Church (see 4 
forthcoming Inventory ¢ of Federated Archives in Massachusetts). On August — 
29, 1900, a petition for 4 petition to organize the new church was filed. 
On September 6, 1900, the last services were held. Four days later, a 
meeting was held at Cochato Hall, 199 Elm Street, and officers of the new 
group were chosen. The Universalist business society continued as a 
separate organization until October 14, 1904, when all funds were turned ~ 
over to All Soul's Church. The new church became affiliated with both the © 
Universalist and Unitarian denominations and voted on January 28, 1901, 
that its ministers follow suit. 


No records have been found. 4 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 80, p. 535; certificate Of eam 
corporation, book 65, p. 3096, granted January 24, 1888. 


200. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF HARWICH, 1887-90 (defunct), Society ; 
Hall, Orleans Road, (East) Harwich. 


The organization of the Universalist church in Fast Harwich in 1888 a 
was preceded by the establishment of a Sunday School. On February 20, 1887, 
the school was organized in Society Hall, on the west side of Orleans Road, 
about 400 feet north of Pleasant Bay Avenue junction. Rev. Henry N. Condon, 
of Chatham, spoke, and in the evening held a service. When the school was 
formed, there were 6 officers, 3 teachers and 60 pupils. Sessions were 
held dag week, with occasional preaching in the evening. In August, an 
organ was purchased, and on Christmas day a library was started. The fol- 
lowing spring, arian several organization meetings, a parish was established 
on May 21, 1888. The parish did not hire the hall after 1888, and the 
Sunday School met in the homes of its members, moving organ and books from 
time to time as occasion demanded. On August 5, 1889, the Sunday School 


Mince 
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voted $5 to the parish for the services of the Rev. Mr. Condon. On 
February 10, 1890, the school voted to disband, sell the organ and dispose 
of its library. 


Minutes of church and Sunday School, with treasurer's accounts, 
1887-90, 1 vol., in custody of Miss Marjorie Kendrick, clerk of First 
Universalist Society of Chatham, Chatham. 


Record of incorporation on file at the Secretary of State's OTT ice. 
Boston: Certificate of organization, vol. 82, p. 49; certificate of in- 
eerporation, vol. 66, p. 3201; granted April 10, 1888. 


256. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF AMHERST, 1887-99 (defunct), 
Pleasant Street, corner of Kellogg Street, Amherst. 


In 1887, articles of agreement to form a Universalist society were 
Signed by 19 persons living in Amherst and on November 17 of that year a 
charter was granted by the State under the corporate name of First 
Universalist Parish of Amherst, Massachusetts. For a time, services were 
held in various halls in the center of the town; the Grand Army Hall, 

1887, Palmer's Block, 1888, and Pacific Hall, 1889-93, with supply ministers. 
The first settled minister was Rev. J. Harry Holden, a graduate of Tufts 
College, who occupied the pulpit from 1888 to 1895. On October 12, 1893, 

a new Gothic type of church building was dedicated. After the Rev. Mr. 
Holden concluded his pastorate, membership fell off so that on February 24, 
1899, the parish voted. to deed the church building to the American 
Unitarian Association. 


Minutes of parish, with record of standing and special committees, 
financial reports, certificate of incorporation, lists of clergymen, 
1887-99, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Mr. Charles Green, librarian , 
Jones Library, Amherst. 


Property recordings at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Northampton: 
Land on Pleasant Street, purchase, mortgage and discharge, sale, vol. 426, 
Pome overecoraea July 24, 1889; vol, 426, p. 489, recorded July 24, 1889; 
vol. 443, p. 340, recorded September 3, 1891; vol. 443, p. 545, recorded 
September 3, 1891; Site of church on Pleasant Street, purchase, mortgages, 
transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, mortgage, 
release from the Massachusetts Universalist Convention, and sale, vol. 

439, D- 57, recorded February 14, 1891; vol. 439, p. 19, recorded February 
a OO) 5 ei £61, 0. .71, recorded July Sl 1ooS Tol. 460.) .) 14) urecord 6d. 
Mutyoeos 1694; vol. 522, p. 193, recorded May 12, 1899; vol. 522, p. 201, 
Paecrasd February 24, 1898; vol. 522, p. 206,recorded May 12, 1899; vol. 
So wep eooo, recorded May 12, 1899, 


“Record of Pee poratien on. file in Secretary of State's office, Boston: 
Certificate of organization, book 6&0, p. 455; certificate of incorporation , 
book 65, p. 3028, granted November 17, 1887. 
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257. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1889-91 (defunct), (Barrowsville) 
Norton. 


ts 


The Directory for 1889-91 lists a Universalist group here, terming it. 
in 1890 a "mission." Rev. Jabez Newton Emery is listed in 1889 as the a 
pastor. There is no evidence that there ever was a definite organization ~ 
in Barrowsville, but the minister of the Murray Universalist Church in 
Attleborough (see entry 245) is said to have preached in the Unitarian 


church (see forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts). 


I 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


258. MT. WASHINGTON UNIVERSALIST PARISE IN HAVERHILL, 1889-1911 
(defunct), 430 Washington Street, Haverhill. 


bate 
% 


In 1891, members of the First Universalist Church in Haverhill, (see — 
entry 85), living in the Mt. Washington section of the city, tired of thew 
long distance they were forced to go to attend church services and decided 
to form a separate society. Many retained their membership in the mother ~ 
church to which they returned when the new society later became defunct. 
The first meetings of this group were held in a chapel on Beacon Street. 
Rev. A. Arnold Ross, a graduate of Tufts College in 1887, was the firss 
settled pastor. He served the Mt. Washington people as minister during 
the time the new society was forming and remained with them until 1897. © 
The cornerstone of a new Gothic type church was laid July 27, 1892, and it. 
was dedicated in April 1893. A decline in membership forced the church to 
discontinue on September 26, 1911. At this time, it was voted to transfer 
the membership in a body to the First Universalist Church. The building 
vacated is now occupied by St. George's Society, a mission of St. Rita's © 
Catholic parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Roman Catholic Archives in 
Massachusetts). ; 

if 

See: "History of the Mount Washington Universalist Church" by re 
Leonard Woodman Smith, in the Haverhill Evening Gazette, 1931; and collec ~ 
tion of articles by Mr. Smith in Haverhill church collection of Haverhill © 
Public Library: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist © 
Churches in Massachusetts), p. 85 for picture of church. ang ae 

Minutes of church, with baptisms, 1893-1909, marriages, 1902, deaths, 
1899-1925 (added by former clerk after lapse of church), members dismissed 
by letter, 1900-02, amd constitution and bylaws adopted May 26, 1898, amend- 
ments adopted 1902, church covenant, 1898, rules for annual meeting, 1898, 
1893-1911, 1 vol., in possession and custody of Miss Carrie Adams, former 
clerk, 8 Lowell Avenue, Haverhill; Programs of special services, scattered, 
1893-1911; List of ministers and deacons with term of office, 1893-1911; 
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Resolutions on deaths of members, 1901-02. Unless otherwise specified, 
records are in folder marked "Mt. Washington Universalist Church" in 
meurch collection, Haverhill Public Library. 


Property recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of - 
Deeds, Salem: Land on southerly side of Washington Street, purchase 
-and sale to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, vol. 1306, p. 439, 
Pecorded April 21, 1891; vol. 1346, p. 38, recorded January 13, 1892; 
purchase from Massachusetts Universalist Convention and reconveyance with 
Meeeric1s0nS;, Vol. 1559, —:~. 55, recorded October 25, 1892; vol. 1359, 
memer,) recorded October 25, 1892; sale to Massachusetts Universalist 
@envention, repurchase, and resale, vol. 1414, p. 543, recorded June 19, 
meee Vol. 1414, p. 545, recorded June 19, 1894; vol. 2112, p. 377, re- 
@oraqed October 27, 1911; mortgage and discharge, vol. 1306, p. 441, re- 
Serged April 21, 1891; vol. 1359, p. 54, recorded May 23, 1892; two 
mortgages and discharges of same, vol. 1359, p.59, recorded October 25, 
Peer Oie lt 410,0p. 459; recorded May 15, 1894; vol. 1748, p. 547; re- 
corded July 28, i904. . 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 86, p. 115; certificate of 
Sucorporation, book 68, p. 3859, granted October 28, 1889. 


259. FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF EASTHAM, 1889--, Somerset Road, 
Eastham. 


A Universalist Sewing Circle was organized in Fastham on July 18, 
1889. On August 12, 1889, at a meeting in the Town Hall, 235 members 
Organized the First Universalist Parish of Fastham. kev. Donaid Frasier 
of Orleans, who assisted in the organization of this society, conducted 
services during the summer. A Sunday School was organized at the same 
time. The school continued in existence until 1921. Arrangements were 
made 1 week after the parish was organized to build a church. A building 
committee was chosen which approved the site donated by Mr. William H. 
Nickerson located on the right side of Somerset Road within a few feet 
of the railroad station. Here a small chapel was constructed and dedicated 
on January 29, 1890. Before the chapel was completed, it was arranged to 
have Rev. Donald Frasier come from Orleans to supply the pulpit. He began 
serving on October 1, 1889 and remained until 1892. At the annual meeting 
in December 1891, it was voted to continue the plan of having the same 
minister at Orleans conduct the services. This plan was continued until 
1934. In 1897, for the first time, summer services were held in the 
evening. In 1903, a small piece of land east of the chapel was sold to 
the public library trustees on which was constructed a library building. 

In 1912, a team was hired to convey the minister from Orleans and back 
every Sunday. In 1918, with the resignation of Rev. Hazel I. Kirk, 
preaching was no longer maintained with regularity. Two years later, 
when the Methodist Episcopal Church of Eastham (see forthcoming Inventory 
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of Methodist Episcopal Archives in Massachusetts), lost their church by — 
fire, the Universalists offered them the use of their chapel. In 1932, the 
parish joined the "Cape Cod Conference of Unitarian, Congregationalists an 


SS TT 
—— 


closed for 2 years. During the summers of 1937-39, services were condu 
by Rev. Robert T. Weston of Schenectady, New York, who had a summer hom 
Fastham. On August 20, 1939, the 50th anniversary of the founding of t 
parish was observed. Services are now held only on Sunday evenings in the 


summer. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
' Churches in Massachusetts, p. 27 for picture of church. 


Minutes of organization, with constitution and bylaws, list of memb 
pledges and payments, 1889, accounts and reports of treasurer and clerk, ~ 


report, 1890-94, 1921--, 3 vols.; Pencil duplicate of minutes of Ladies’ — 
Circle, 1927-29, 1 vol.; Receipts and cxpenditures, 1894--, 4 vols.; Sunday 
School minutes, 1889, with attendance record, receipts and expenditures 
1889-1921, 8 vols.; List of ministers, 1889-1934, Program of SOth annay 
observance, August 20, 1939, 4 pp., mimeographed; Order of service at ded 
tion of chapel, January 29, 1890, 4 pp., printed; all the above records ¢ 
items are in the possession and custody of Miss Bessie Penniman, clerk, Foz 
Fill Road, Eastham. i 

Property recordings at Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, Barnstable 
Land on Somerset Road, gift to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, purchk 
from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, partial sale, vol. 186, p. 29) 
recorded December 6, 1889; vol. 187, p. 176, recorded December 21, 1889; ) 
2925 ps. “471,) recorded March:.3;. 1909. oe 


260. SWAMPSCOTT UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1889--, 65 Burrill Street, 
Swampscott. i 
x 
Universalist preaching in Swampscott was held as early as 1831 when — 
Rev. Sylvanus Cobb preached on alternate Thursday evenings in Swampscott — 
and Lynn. In 1832, the Swampscott group joined the Lynn group and this led 
to the organization of the First Universalist Society in Lynn (see entry le 
In 1877, meetings to interest Swampscott residents in establishing a 
Universalist Sabbath School were conducted by Rev. Charles Wesley Biddl 
the Lynn society, sponsor of the plan. On February 4, 1887, the school 
organized and the first session of the school was held a week later. T 
in 1889, the Swampscott Universalist Society was organized on February | 


— 
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a meeting held at the home of Frank E. Ingalls. A church building was 
erected 2 years later and in 1892, Rev. Anthony Cilkosky, a ete of 
Tufts Divinity School, became first pastor. 


pee. rercy Metcalt Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 53 for pieture of church. 


Minutes of church, with baptism, members, deaths, 1889--, 1 vol.; 
receipts andexpenditures of Sabbath School, 1889--~, 1 vol.; Attendance and 
class records of Sabbath School, 1930--~, 1 vol.; all records in cabinet in 


church office in custody of Mr. Douglas E. Nulzard, clerk, 82 Farragut Road, 
oe eee 


Pesorty recordings at Essex County, South District, Registry of Deeds, 
femems  Surrill Street, purchase, vol. 1246, p. 435, recordéd April 25, °°" 
iee9;, additional tot, purchase, vol. 1312, p. 458; recorded June 25, 1891; 
both parcels on Burrill Street, mortgage, vol. 1333, p. 549, recorded 
February 3, 1892; sale to and purchase from Massachusetts Universalist 
Sommerer, vol. 1555, pv 372, recorded March 9, 1892; vol. 1336) pi 374, 
recorded March 9, 1892; resale to and repurchase from Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention, vol. 1894, p. 163, recorded October 6, 1909; vol. 
1894, p. 163, recorded October 6, 1909; mortgages, vol. 1894, p. 167, re- 
Berean ocvoper 6, 1909; vol. 2363, p. 168, recorded May 4, 1917; vol. 2549, 
Devoe recorded April 2, 19235; vol. 2626, p. 576, recorded January 26, 
Poe 2/00, p. 147, recorded November 26, L9263;'vol. 2790, p. 427, 
recorded December 4, 1928; vol. 2914, p. 539, recorded April 14, 1932; 
release of conditions in previous deed, vol. 2626, p. 574, recorded 
January 26, 1925. 


261. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, ca. 1891-92 (defunct), (east) Walpole. 

The Directory for 1892 lists group with Rev. George Hill as pastor. 
It is not reported thereafter. 

No records have been found. 


No preperty recordings have been found. 


262. BROOKLINE UNIVERSALIST PARISH, 1891-1905 (merged), 286 
Harvard Street, Brookline. 


A small number of Universalists, members of the Shawmut Universalist 
Society (see entry 157), who found it too mucn of a journey to go to 
church in Boston, banded together in 1891 and began to hold services in a 


414 


262] Churches in Massachusetts 


hall in Brookline (probably Whitney Hall, Coolidge Corner). Rev. Thomas ) 
E. Potterton was serving as minister in 1893. In 1904, when the Shawmut — 
Universalist Church decided to move to Brookline, the Brookline society — 
joined with it in building a new church at 286 Harvard Street, Brookline, | 
The new church organized under the name of the Beacon Universalist Parish. 


s 


No records have been found. 

Property recordings at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, dea 
Site at Washington and Cypress Streets, purchase, two mortgages and respec 
tive discharges, transfer to and from the Massachusetts Universalist ; 
Convention, grant to Beacon Universalist Parish, vol. 740, p. 261, reer 
July 12, 1895; vol. 740, p. 262, recorded July lz, 1895; vol. 1044, p. 93, 
recorded December 21, 1906; vol. 740, p. 265, recorded July 12, 1895; vol 
1044, p. 94, recorded December 21, 1906; vol. 769, p. 487, recorded 
September 25, 1896; vol. 769, p. 489, recorded September 25, 1896; vous 
LOLO cepa to, recorded October lz, 1905. 


Record of incorporation in Secretary of State's office, Boston: 
Certificate of organization, book 99, p. 183; certificate of incorporation, 
book 98, p. 5272, granted January 27, 1893. 


‘ed 


263. WAYSIDE MISSION CHAPEL, 1891-1912 (defunct), Maplewood Avenue, — 
Malden. - ioe 


The Wayside Chapel was organized by Rev. Elizabeth Bruce, who had 
been ordained as a Universalist minister in Fngland. In 1872, the Rev. 
Mrs. Bruce came to Melrose and ministered to the needy around Boston. Ing 
1878, she moved to Malden, and several years later, in 1891, started the Ae 
Wayside Mission Chapel. The chapel was a simple addition in Gothic style 
built on to her own home. Services were held daily, and the Rev. Mrs. ae 
Bruce carried on a sort of ministry at large. She died in 1912 -and the 
work ceesed. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 77 for picture of church. 


264. UPHAMS CORNER UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF BOSTON, 1892-1911 
(defunct), Virginia Street, (Dorchester) Boston. 


This group was organized and incorporated in 1892. The 1893 Directory y 


lists Rev. Charles Arthur Knickerbocker as pastor. A church was built on 
Virginia Street about 1896. The society became defunct about 1911. 


415 
Churches in Massachusetts [264] 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 73 for picture of church. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: Land 
on Virginia Street purchase and grant to the Massachusetts Universalist 
Conven 100, VOl. ceol, p. 625, recorded January 22,1895; vol. 3344, p. 252, 
recorded February 25, 1908. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, Boston: 
Certificate of organization, book 87, p. 411; certificate of incorporation, 
book 69, p. 4785, granted January 8, 1892. 


265. ASHMONT UNIVERSALIST FARISH OF BOSTON, 1892-1912 (defunct), 
Bushnell Street, (Dorchester) Boston. 


This society was organized and incorporated in 1892. A small, wooden 
church was built on Bushnell Street about 1897. It did not survive long 
and appears to have become defunct by 1912. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 57 for picture of church. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston: 
Land on Bushnell Street, purchase, transfer to and from Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention and grant to Convention, vol. 2077, p. 1035, re- 
Cordod August 6, 1892; vol: 2228, p. 52, recorded October 2, 1894; vol. 
2223.) p. 156, recorded October 4,°1894; vol. 5616, p. 117, recorded 
Maren 2.1912. 


266. UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY, 1893-95 (defunct), Watertown. 


A Universalist society in Watertown was organized in 1893, with Rev. 
Hiram A. Philbrook as minister, according to the 1895 Directory. The 
society is not listed in the Directory the following year. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 
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267. HAZELWOOD UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF HYDE PARK, 1893-1913 
(defunct), 130 Arlington Street, (Hyde Pare Boston. 


About 1868, aa Christian Fraternity (later calied the Second 
Congregational Society) which was the Unitarian church in Hyde Park (see 
forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), had 


Universalists among its s members. Some years ‘Ss later, the Universalists 
decided to have eaaae own church, organizing into the Hazelwood Universalis: 
Parish in 1893. A building was erected in June of that year at 130 


Arlington, Street. The first settled vastor, Thomas A. Dwyer, came in 1896. 
Rev. John E. Porter, who was there in 1909, may have been the last pastor. 
The church was dormant Se POL2 end. Ieee Maeoe defunct. The 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 


Churches in Massachusetts, p. 97 for picture of church: 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, Dedham: 
Purchase, mortgage and discharge, transfer to and from Massachusetts | 
Universalist Convention, transfer to Massachusetts Universalist Convention, 
vol. 698, p. 95, recorded August 3, 1893; vol. 698, p. 96, recorded August © 
3, 1893; vol. 1108, p. 419, recorded April 28, 1909; vol.” 702, ple) sue 
corded November 2, 1893; vol. 887, p. 233, recorded January 8, 1901) "voi 
1102, p. 219, recorded February 21, 1909. 4 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, i 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 99, p. 197; certificate of aimee 
corporation, book 98, p. 5288, granted February 3, 1893. 


268. FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF LEOMINSTER, 1894--, Union Street, — 
corner of Adams Street, Leominster. a 


In January 1894, Rev. Charles Sumner Nickerson, a state missionary, 
conducted the first Universalist services in a small hall in Kendall 
Block, 534 Main Street, North Leominster. Directly thereafter, Rev. James 
peneeie Albion of Ti tébbur eg established a regular mission in ‘hate place. 
On April 6, 1894, the women formed the Helping Hand Society; the name was 
changed on May 16, 1895 to the Ladies' Circle. In June 1894, Rev. Alfred — 
Newton Blackford, of Shirley (see entry 61) started to preach there, carrying 
on for a year. In 1895, the services were transferred to the second floor of 
the Wood Block, 14 Main Street, Leominster Centre. A little later, services 
were agein cranere reed. ‘this time to the Music Hall, 27 Mechanic Street, whe 


i; yy 


a 


1. Boston Globe, February 19, 1875, Dio. 
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the Plymouth Theatre now stands, The society was incorporated on October 
9, 1895. During the summer of 1895, Mr. C. Guy Robbins, a student at 
Tufts School of Religion, preached. While he was there, a Young People's 
Christian Union was formed. For a shcrt period following, other students 
supplied regularly the pulpit. Rev. C. Guy Robbins was installed as the 
first settled pastor on June 21, 1897. The church was organized April 7, 
1898. In that year-a wooden, shingled church building was erected on 
‘Union Street, the present site, and dedicated June 28, 1898. In 1913, 
plans were made for a new church and land was bought on the corner of 
Central Street, Central Square, and Lancaster Street. This church did not 
materialize and the land was sold in 1921. The church on Union Street was 
raised because of flood conditions in 1905, so that the auditorium was on 
the second floor, and the vestry on the ground floor. Shortly after the 
World War, the German Lutheran Chureh of Clinton (see forthcoming Inventory 
of Lutheran Archives in Massachusetts), began hoiding separate services in 
the Universalist Church, and these services were continued until 1925. In 
1936, the society sold its building to the Wachusett Grange No. 252 on 
terms which provided for the continued use of the building for worship and 
parish activities for a nominal rental as long as the society exists. 


see: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 


Churches in Massachusetts, p. 25 for picture of church. Historical 
sketches of church in Leominster Enterprise, July 1, 1898, December 5, 1935. 


Mamures OL parish, with history of ‘church, 1894-1913, by Mrs. Fanny 


feeeecom, 1695-1921, 1 vol.; 1922--, 1 vol., in custody of Miss Clarice 
McKenney, clerk, 47 South Street, Leominster; Minutes of church, covenant 
ana bylaws, i898--, 1 vol., kept at home and in custody of Rev. Miss 


Helene Ulrich, pastor, 129 Manchester Street, Leominster; minutes of 
board of trustees, 1895-1912, discontinued thereafter, 2 vols.; minutes 

of Ladies’ Circle (originally Helping Hand Society), 1894-98, 1921-36, 4 
wereweisor--, | vyol., in custody of Mrs. Esther T. Parker, secretary, z8l 
Pleasant Street, Leominster; minutes of Young People's Christian Union, 
9697-1902, 1909-10, 1931-34, 3 vols.; 1935--, 1 vol., in custody of Miss 
Clarice McKenney, secretary-treasurer; register (church members, 1898--, 
baptisms and dedicaticns, 1897--, marriages, 1@97--, funerals, 1890--, 
With history of church, 1894-1928 by Mrs. Fannie M. Bacon, attendance, 
1898-1910, 1912-19), 1894--, 1 vol., at home and in custody of Rev. Miss 


Be 


Ulrich; receipts and expenditures of society, 1903-25, 3 vols.; 1926--, 
Pevols., in custody of Mrs. Grace Lewis, treasurer, 119 Central Street, 
Leominster; receipts and expenditures of church school, 1932--, 1 vol., 
kept at home of minister who is also church, school treasurer; receipts 
‘and expenditures of Ledies' Circle, 1898--, 1 vol., in custody of Mrs. 


penditures of Young People's Christian Union, 1901-11, 1951-34, 2 vols.; 
1935--, 1 vol., in custody of Miss Clarice McKenney; constitution and by- 
laws, with amendments, personal signatures of voting members, 1898--, l 
vol., in custody of Miss Clarice McKenney, clerk; constitution, and list 
of members of Ladies! Circle, 1894-1925, 1 vol.; constitution and member- 
ship lists of Young People's Christian Union, 1895-1904, 1 vol.; agreement 


Olive Thayer, treasurer, 27 Hammond Street, Leominster; receipts and ex- 
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of association for incorporation, July 25, 1873 ea cardboard file; a 
charter of incorporation, October 9, 1895, in cardboard file; contract. 

with Wachusett Grange, No. 252, February 3, 1936’, in possession and cust 
of Miss McKenney; Church Directory, 1954, with history of church by Rev. 
Miss Ulrich, minister; 1936, with all Universalist professions of Tai 
since 1803; 1937-38, with revised constitution of society, 4vols. , pri 

sketch, pen and ink, of chapel, planned in 1913; newspaper clippings — re 
to proposed chapel; honor roll of members who served in World War, fran 
hanging on. wali of vestry; cut of present building; newspaper clipping 
giving history of society, n.d., 1 item, in possession of the Universalist 
Historical Society, Tufts Conese Medford and in custody of Professor 


Aifred Storer Cole. a 


Unless otherwise specified, all records are kept in the church safe, 
in an ante-room off church auditorium, and are in the custody of Gordon 
Phillips, chairman of board of trustees, 152 West Street, Leominster. a 


Property recordings at Worcester County, south we aeenen Registry 
Deeds, Worcester: Church site, purchase, two mortgages and their respect 
discharges, transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist Convention, © 
mortgage and sale to Wachusett Grange, vol. 100, p. 419, recorded January 
8, 18975 vol. 100,-p. 421,.recorded. January 8) 1597. voi (628, : 
corded October 18,°1897; vol. 1lii.p. 507% recorded January. 22, 1898; 
PieeS Dia ooe. iecouriea June 30, 1899;. vol. 128, pp.. 290-94) recorded Ju 
30, 1899; vol. 4855, p. 158, recorded December 29, 1950; vol. 527, p.m 
recorded March 2, 1936; land at Lancaster and Central Streets; vol. 292 
pe 456; recorded March 3] "1913; vol. Sai, 9p. ee recorded January 16 


Record of incorporation ‘on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Certificate of organization, book 109, P. 6464, granted October 9; a 
certificate of incorporation, book 118, p. 51. 


269.  HILUSIDE UNIVERSALIST PARISH: OF MEDFORD, wee Hillside 
Universalist Church). 1895--, Boston Avene Medford. 


On December 14, 1895, a meeting was held in the home of Mr. and M 

G. H. Folger on Capen Street to consider the establishment of a church 
the Hillside. A committee was appointed to find a proper location ‘Tor, 
church. Meanwhile, services began Janua ry £6, 1896, in rented rooms 4 
dwelling at 312 Boston Avenue. They continued at that place until 0 
cae then for.a time at 322 Boston Avenue. The Hillside Universalist 
Parish of Medford was organized and officers elected on April 28,. 1896. 

A Sunday School was also formed at this time. During the summer, the p 
Site was purchased, and the church building was erected in the next year 
was dedicated November 14, 1897: Rev. Benjamin- Franklin Faton became 
on April 9, 1897: Ata meeting on April. 125 1900, the Medford Hi lied 
agro ek Church was formed. is 


are | 
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See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 67 for picture of church. 


Minutes of parish and church with preface on history of church by 
Mrs. S. T. Kirk, 1900-17, 1927--, bylaws, baptisms, marriages, deaths, 
1899-1917, 1952, 1936, signatures of members, 1901-10, 2 vols.; receipts 
and expenditures, 1907-27, 1 vol.; ledger, 1923--, 2 vols.; offertory 
accounts, 1931--, 1 vol.; weekly pledge account, 1910-14, 1919-25, 3 
vols.; all books in possession and custody of Mr. Donald N. Sleeper, 
treasurer, 356 Boston Avenue, Medford, except current volume of minutes 
which is in custody of Mr. J. A. Riley, clerk, 54 Greenleaf Avenue, 
Medford. 


Property recordings at Middlesex County, South District, Registry 
of Deeds, East Cambridge; Boston Avenue, purchase, vol. 2487, p. 167, 
recorded August 4, 1896. 


Record of incorporation on file in Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 118, p. 285; certificate of 
incorporation, book 120, p. 6752, granted May 6, 1896. 


270. SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SPRINGFIELD, 1895--, Bay and 
Princeton Streets, Springfield. 


Pio teyo, Hey. Charles Conklin, then pastor of the St. Paul's 
Universalist Church (see entry 98), organized a social group among the 
members living in the vicinity of Bay and Princeton Streets in Springfield. 
Occasional mission preaching took place, and finally, on February 18, 1898, 
this church was incorporated. Later the Rev. Mr. Conklin resigned his 
other work to become the first pastor of this new church and the mission 
in the "North End" of the city (see entry 272). Religious meetings were 
held in Steel's Hall, on the corner opposite the present site of the 
enurch.. In 1899, a church building of Gothic architecture was built. 

The last regular pastor was Rev. Fort H. Miller, who left in 1933. 
Since that time the church has had supply pastors. 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of Universalist 
Churches in Massachusetts, p. 105 for picture of church. 


Minutes of parish and of standing committee, with articles of 
incorporation, 1898-1936, 1 vol., in possessicn and custody of Mr. Guy 
E. Moran, 360 Hancock Street; minutes of church, 1899-1923, baptisms, 
1910-23, with constitution and covenant of faith, 1 vol.; receipts and 


expenditures, 1909--, 1 vol.; pledge and contributions account, 1 vol., 
_gelf-indexed: treasurer's monthly reports, 1926--, loose papers; con- 


stitution and bylaws of Princeton Men's Club, May 1, 1923, typed; unless 
otherwise specified, records are in possession andcustody of Mr. James 
Stevens, 25 Cambridge Street, Springfield. 
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Property recordings at Hampden County Registry of Deeds, Springfie 
Church site, purchase, mortgage, mortgage and discharge, three mortgages 
transfer to and from Massachusetts Universalist Conventicn, vol. 574, De 
512, recorded March 28, 1898; vol. 970, Dp. 359, recorded March 28, 18987m 
FOL. i000 aD ees recorded January 10,°1899; vol. L057, p.7 108; recorded 4 
April 26, 1919; vol. 1001, p. 457, recorded April .23, 19195" vol. 1165,1, 5 


p. 429, recorded May 14, 19235: vol; 1569; *treconeea October 20) 19253 vol. 
1292, p. 520, recorded October 26, 1925; VOL. 1316, ‘Pet Ooms ; 


Record of incorpcraticn on file in the Secretary of State's office, 
Boston: Certificate of organization, book 123, p. 357; certificate of im 
corporation, book 125, p. 7570, granted March 5, 1898. 


271. UNIVERSALIST MISSION, 1897, (East) Douglas. 


A mission church "not in formal fellowship" in East Douglas is (a 
listed in the 1897 Directory, with Rev. Benjamin Franklin Eaton of Tufts ~ 
College as pastor. 


No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


272. THIRD UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN SPRINGFIELD, 1898-1911 (merged) , 
North and Waverly Streets, Springfield. 


In 1898, a Universalist mission was started in a store on North ~ 
Main Street by Rev. Charles Conklin. The Rev. Mr. Conklin was pastor ~~ 
of the St. Paul's Universalist Church in Springfield (see entry 98), ee 
about 1902 gave it up to minister to this missionary enterprise and the 
Second Universalist Society in Springfield (see entry 270), which he naa 
started a few years before. These churches had a combined pastorate until 
1908 when Rev. Ernest Linwood Me er became minister. In i911, the | 
church merged with St. Paul's 


See: Percy Metcalf Leavitt, Souvenir Portfolio of ee 


ee Pred? 


Churches in Massachusetts, p. 105 for picture of church. 


No records have been found. 


Property recordings at Hampden County Registry of Deeds, Springfie 
Purchase of ‘five lots numbered 23, 254-27; "29 "oi tor Waverly Street, 
084, p. 215, recorded November 25, i898; mortgage on all five lots, vo ve 
587, p. 558, recorded November 26, 1898; lots 29 and 31, discharge of 
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mortgage, mortgage and discharge, and sale, vol. 631, p. 320, recorded 
eee YL, VO. 659, bp. 277, recorded fueust 5; 1901; vol. 840, bp. 
mre, recorded December 19, 1912; vol. 863, p. 87, recorded December 18, 
1912; lot 23, discharge of mortgage, and sale, vol. 683, p. 197, recorded 
Mewes 1900; Vol. 694, p. 167, recorded June 19, 1905; lots 25 and 2”, 


@ischarge of mortgage, and sale, vol. 735, -p. 11, recorded August 20, 1907; 
Toilet, p. 495, recorded August 20, 1907. 


Record of incorporation in the Secretary of State's office, Boston: 
Gerrpiticate of organization, book 123, p. 379; certificate of incorporation, 
eo, p. 7097, granted March 25, 1898. 


273. SECOND UNIVERSALIST PARISH IN MALDEN (Second Universalist 
Church of Malden; Maplewood Universalist Mission), 1899-1922 
(defunct), Pythian Block, Maplewocd Square, Malden. 


The Second Universalist Parish in Malden, was organized March 5, 1899, 
as the Maplewocd Universalist Mission. This action was taken by members 
of the First Universalist Parish in Malden (see entry 31), who lived some 
distance from the mother church. Quarters were obtained in the Pythian 
block in Maplewood Square, and Mr. Samuel G. Spears, a divinity student 
at Tufts College, was engaged as minister, and served until 1902. A 
Sunday School was organized April 2, 1899, and a Ladies' Social Circle 
Oreenized the following month, May 17. The Mission prospered and continued, 
with the assistance of the First Parish until 1902, when it organized as the 
Second Universalist Parish in Malden. The Second Parish carried on until 
1922, when it dissolved. Most of the members returned to the First Parish. 


No records have been found. 


| Pe orirG, incorporation On’ ttle in Secretary of, State's, office, 

e coeton.. “second Universalist Church of Malden, Mass.," Certificate of 
Orveeniezeauion, book 152; p. 653; certificate of incorporation, book 142, p. 
8756, granted September 17, 1900; "Second Universalist Parish of Malden," 
Cerei:icate of organization, book 148, p. 227; certificate of incorporation, 
Ropers. Dp. 9Ol5, granted November 24, 1902. 


- 


274. UNIVERSALIST MISSION, 1902-09 (defunct), (South) Ashfield. 


Thirty-four years after the dissolution of the First Universalist 
Society of Ashfieid (see entry 183) in 1868, a Universalist mission 
was being carried on in South Ashfield under the leadership of Rev. 
William B: Potter: Only occasional services were being held by 1907, and 
. the Directory for that year reports le families. The society is not listed 
aiter: L909 . 
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No records have been found. 


No property recordings have been found. 


A. [FIRST PARISH, Berlin. ] 


Although the 1839 Directory lists ea society in Berlin, with Rev. David 
R. Lamson as minister, there seems little doubt that the society referred 
to was the First Parish (see forthcoming Inventory of Congregaticnal rchive 
in Massachusetts). In 1830, Rev. Robert F. Walicutt had been chosen minig: 
by the parish. The church, which had voted against the selection of the Re 
Mr. Walcutt because of kis alleged Unitarian views, protested against his | 
settlement and all but a few members withdrew. He was ordained on February 
10, 1830, and served the parish until November 1833. The small handful ore 
oarishioners known as the Unitarian party, who had retained the house of 
worship, then engaged Rev. David Rk. Lamson, a member of the Massachusetts ~ 
Association of Universal Restorationists (see entry 27), who served the al 
parish until 1839. Following his pastorate, e, there was no settled mini sa 
until 1843, when the secessionists reunited with the original parish and® 
an orthodox minister, Rev. Henry Adams, was installed: the Unitariens 
losing control of the parish at this time.~ 


B. [FIRST PARISH, Mendon. | 


Though a Universalist Society in Mendon was listed in the Directory 
from 1856 to 1839, with Rev. Adin Ballou as minister, the reference is 
actually to the First Parish of Mendon (see ce eee arent ory or 
Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), which had been Unitarian since 1802. 
The Rev. Mr. Ballou, who had been minister of this church since “1631, had 
seceded from the Universalist fellowship that year, as he writes, "on accom 
of the dogmatism and intolerance of its then-dominant wing, the no- ‘further — 
retributionists toward out-spoken Restorations. For several ensuing years, 
I was attached to the Massachusetts Association of Restorationists, whore 
fraternized with a portion of the Unitarian denomination."© . 

During his pastorate here, he was one of the founders and the first 
editor of The Independent Messenger, which later served as the organ of RK 
the Massachusetts Association of Universal Restorationists (see entry 27 hae 


i 


Ll. William A. Houghton, History of the Town of sberlin, pa es 


2.) WIT Baldou, An Elaborate History and Ge Genealogy of OF oblte Bote in 
America,-p. 365, i 
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Cc. [FIRST CHURCH IN NEEDHAM, Needhan. | 


The 1866 Directory lists a "union" group in Needham with Rev. 
George H. Emerson as pastor. In reality, the Rev. Mr. Emerson was the 
third, and last, Universalist minister to serve as pastor of the First 
Church in Needham (seé forthcoming Inventory of Unitarian Archives in 
Massachusetts). His successors were all Unitarians and the parish formaily 
affiliated with the Unitarian denomination in 1882. 


D. [FIRST CONGREGATIONAL SCCLETY, West Bridgewater. | 


The Directory lists a society here in 1836 with a meetinghouse. It 
Peanpesrs intermittently through 1871. In 1866, it is called a "union" 
enurch with Rev. Theodore L. Dean as pastor. Rev. J. G. Forman is listed 
as last pastor. 


The First Congregational Society (see forthcoming Inventory of 
Unitarian Archives in Massachusetts), founded in 1660, had both the above 
preachers as its ministers. Rev. J. G. Forman settled over the First 
Congregational Society on April 1, 1849. He was followed by Rev. Russell 
A. Ballou in 1852. ‘The Rev. Mr.. Dean was pastor from 1865-67. The Rev. 
Mr. Forman returned as pastor in 1867, remaining until 1870. 


‘ 
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United States (Boston), . 


106 
o7 
60 
42 

214 
61 

104 


128 
149 


42 
12 
120 
116 
Ave 


170 
92 
184 
90 
63 
159 
185 
224 


General Convention of the Universalist Churches and 


Societies in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 


Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut and New York (Boston). 


General Sunday School Association of the 
Oiavercaiist Church (Boston) 6 2 oy we ey Y 
Gleason Memorial Universalist Church (Methuen) . . 
Gloucester Conference, , 2: 5.) Bes = a 
Grace Universalist Church (Franklin) : 
Graee Universalist Church (Lowell) «3.3 «4% ww 4 
Grace Universalist Parish (Lowell) 
Grove Hall Universalist Chureh (Dorchester). 
Grove Hall Universalist Perish (Dorchester). 
Hazelwood Universalist Parish of Hyde Park... 
Hiliside Universalist Parish of Medford. . 
Independent Christian Church in Gleueester 
Universalist) oo. Ss 7 ; 
independent Christian Son iety ‘of ereeneeeey 
(Universalist) . 5 -. | Suge as 4) he 
independent Christian Society, oneal’ paldee 
Universalist (Milford) . . : fe ey aS 
Independent Church of Christ in Quincy, 
Massachusetts (Universalist) . .. Pas ae 
Independent Religious Universalist Society 
PPoillipston)s oa Ss we ‘6 
Independent Universalist Bueiety Bua tent: 
Independent Universalist Society (Gloucester) 
Jamaica Plain Universalist Parish, 
Jonathan Stetson Fund (Randolph) . erie) a ; 
Ladies*. Social Circle (Universalist) (Brockton). 
Maplewood Universalist Mission (Malden). 
Marblehead Universalist Church 
Mason-Hale Vesper Services (Universalist) 
(Oranze)) a ee ee ee a ae 
Massachusetts Association of Gilverch] 
Restorationists (Boston) 
Massachusetts Convention of Universalists (Boston) 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention (Boston) 
Massachusetts Universalist Home a a Society 
PscOn) we ee 
Massachusetts Duly oukel apes ‘Sabbath School 


Association (Boston) « « « age oe eo ye 
Massachusetts Universalist Sunday ery 
Association (Boston) « 3s 3 Bae ie ge 
Medford Hillside Universalist hureh 
Merrimac Universalist Society. : ox 
Merrimac Valley Conference of Universalist Chirshes 
(Lowell) o 0 ‘@ ‘0 3 2 ° 
Middlesex Saat evanss of ‘Cuseonbat Pari een bea 
Sunday Schools (Malden). . . ae ke coe 


Middlesex Sabbath School Union (Malden) . 


Ww 


2 
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Mt. Washington Universalist Parish in Haverhill . 
Murray Chapel (Universalist) (Attleboro). = % 

Murray Chapel Mission (Universalist) (onaeiaaronn) 
Murray Universalist Church of Attleporo: yatta 4 ie 


Murray Universalist Parish (ALtleboro) a iste ie 
Murray Universalist Society (Attleboro) nee. 0ne 
‘ational Union (Universalist) (Boston). 5. 5 « % 


New England Universalist Publishing House (Boston). 


New England Universalist Reform Association 

(Boston). .. . ge a ak kee atin rR 
New Universalist Sdotery Brockton! a art Park ee | eR 
New Universalist Society in Salem... . +.» «= « 
Newton Universalist Society (Newtonville) ... . 
Newton and Watertown Universalist Society (Newton) 
Norfolk County Association of Universalists ... 
Norfolk Universalist Society (Canton) ....+:. 
North Parish in Malden (Universalist) ... 

Old Colony Association of Universalists 

(Birbarmpree) (iat. lu) lar Le atl Nak seenaoe taki | Ree ee ara as 
People's Cemetery (Chatham) ~ < 2 § ss. ws 3 5 3 
Pigeon Cove Universalist Association (Rockport) . 
Practical Christian Ministry (Hopedale) .... 
Providence Association of Universalists 

(Providences Rs uy es sleet Sees ene 
Restoration Society Hiatereetiey! (Bernardston). 
Restorationist Society. (Universalist) (Boylston). 
St. John's Universalist Parish (Dorchester) . 

St. Paul’s Church of Palmer (Universalist): « .. 
St. Paul's Parish. of. Palmer (Universalist)... . % 
St. Paul's Universalist Church (Jamaica Plain). . 
St. Paul's Universalist Church. (Springfield). 

St. Paul’s.Universalist Parish of Adams... . 
Second Church in the Town of Norton 

(Universalist) (Mansfield).: .. 3 Fi ig Wh Meme ee 
Second Pari.h of Lynn (Universalist) (Lynnfield). 
Second Parish in Reading (Universalist) 

(North Reet ree) ene WML saat bs tee Ne ee ae 
Second Parish (Universalist) (West Gloucester). 
Second Religious Society in Oxford (Universalist) 
Second Society of Universalists_in the Town of 

BOS POMEL Re er i ne 
Second Society of Bee eensaia ate in the Brean of 

Cambridge (East). © . 

Second Universal Society in Bpockrield (Best) 
Second.Universalist.Christian Church, Oxford. 
Second Universalist. Church in Charlestown . 
Second Universalist.Church in.Malden 
Second Universalist Church. (Weymouth) 
Second Universalist Parish in lynn. . 
Second Universalist Parish in Malden. . : 
Second Universalist Society of Danvers (Pesbuon) . 


° ° 


e ° ° © ° e 


e ° e ° e 


° ° s 


244 


207 
154 
273 
128 


A 


fr SRS. 
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Second Universalist Society in Gicucester (Rockport) . 
Second Universalist Society in Harvard . 2. ys. iw + 
Second Universalist Society in Lowell. «sss 4% 
Second Universalist Society of Orange. . si. ste 4 
Second Universalist Society. of cre on (Pigeon 
Seve), sr eS ee S es Ce eT ee 82 


Second Universalist Society in Bealens Coe OS Se 


Seeond Universalist Society. in Shirley, . 2 «+ % % .% 


Second Universalist Society. in Springfield. 2 «vs % 


Second Universalist Society of Swansea (Hortonsville, 
West Swansea) ° @ “e ° e e ° ; ; ° Pie ‘i ° e © e ‘oe a8 e 
Second Universalist Society in Western (Warren) . » « 


Second Universalist Society (Weston) « sss .% 


Second Universalisi Society. in Weymouth or) Ai ae 
Second Universalist Society. (Woburn) .. Be rag 


Shawmut. Universalist Society, also ea ere 
Dey Church (Waltham) e 6 os ¥ $e Se Se el. e 
Society of the Lanesville Universalist Parish Seren. 
Society of Our Father (Universalist) (Spencer). . . . 
South Acton Christian Church (Universalist) ..% «+ 
Poutsn Acton. Universalist Parish ¢ 206s + ewe eS 
South Malden.Universalist Society (Everett) .. 6%. 
Soro Universalist. Church (Boston): «<< © #¥ «2 < % 
South Universalist Society (Boston) «+. se $e i % 


Southern Association of Universalists (Boston)... « 


Swampscott_Universalist Society . ... ss 
Third Congregational Parish (Universalist) 

Mager iliy) eo oe we Se UL Oe a we A OE ee 
Third (Annisquam) Parish in Gloucester 

(Universalist) (Annisquam). .. . gle ae gee 


Third Parish in Lynn (Universalist) Baarnel’ j 
hird Universalist. Meetinghouse in Lowell, 
PeGprcevors Of; s% * + se fe % BT ee cee i we wr ae 
Third Universalist Society in Gateraee: oS Re oe 
Third Universalist Society in Gloucester (West) 


 Phird Universalist Society. in Springfield ~~ s +... 


Third Universalist Society of Weymouth (North). 

Third Universalist Society and Parish of Somerville . 
Union Association of. Universalists (Beston) ... « 
Union Cirele (Universalist) (Centerville, Bernstable) 


Union Society (Universalist).(Hardwick) .. 3s. 


Union Meeting House (Universalist) (Orange). a ae 


Shattuck. Street. Universalist Society. in Lowelts ee we WY 


Unitarian Church (Universalist) (Mansfield)... «. s . 


Universal Church of Church in Orleans 


Universal. Friends. Society..(West. Medway) 2%. 2.» % . 
Universal Society..of. South. Reading (Wakefield)... . 
Universalist..dssociation..(West. Acton). .. » ae 
Universalist.Benevolent. Saciety of Gloucester 
(Rockport)... Baye Seti is ai, ec a ke een 
Universalist Cemetery (Chatham) GP aaa’ oh eer ee 


Index by Name 


Index by Name 


Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Hardwick 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
(Boston) 
Universalist 
fedford) 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Townsend) 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Wniversalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
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Church of Amesbury « * 5 8 » 


Church of Leyden se =o 6 O 3% 


Church and Society of POR 


and Greenwich mien ge ag 


Cirele (Centerville) , @ ye 


Free Church Pion poss: ' (Boston) es 4 
General Convention (Boston) «= = + 


eg Reform Association 


eo a 9 ee XB or 1S var. ae 


Historica Society (Tufts Paes 


Ea 


Mission (East Peas dp ie eS ae 


Mission. (South Ashfield) «4%... 


Parish of Canton , 5 ete odie ibe caste cee 
Parish in Orleans. - (2°10 fe eee ue 
Parish of Westport RS NERS ae 
Publishing House (Boston). .%. 3°. 


Religious Society in Warwick 
Restorationist Society (West 


oo 


> et. 


Sabbath 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 


Society 


society 
Society. 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 


Society. 


iy ie “eS SS fe Mer al 


(Barnstable) . . 
(Barrowsville} 
(Bellingham) 
(Boxborough) 
(Brewster) 
(Carlisle) 

(Carver) *f"@ uns 
(Clinton) 

(Colrain) Nae ane 
( Conway ) pap 
(Cooleyville).. 4. 
(East Bridgewater) 
( 
( 
( 


Hast Walpole) = «: 
Faston) w . a8 g@ ie 


Egremont) ... ., 
(Erving) eee 
(Florida) . taka 
(Foxborough) . . 
(Framingham) y 
(Granville Corners) . 
(Groton Junction) . ; 
(Halifax). a er oe oe 
(Holland). 2 he 
(Holy oke) Noes 
(Hoépkington) <e =y 3 
(Leyden) i 5 ey 
(Iyunfield), 4 
(Marstons eae ee 
(Millville). ay of 
(Monroe) .°. re eae 


School Unicen (Boston). 


& 


2 


+) 


Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 


Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 
Society 


North Fairhaven) 


Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 


Universalist. 


Universalist 
Universalist 

Rehoboth 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 


Universalist. 


Universalist 
Universalist 
Universalist 


Universalist. 


Universalist 


Society 
Society 


Society . 


Society 
society 
Society 
Society 


Society in 
Society. 


Society 


Society . 
(Hortonsville, 
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(Mount Washington) . 


(North Dennis) 


(Osterville) 


=) 


(Oxford Village, 


(Plympton) 
(Princeton) 
(Randolph) . 
(Royaiston). 
(Rutland) 
(Sandwich) 
(Sheffield) 
Shutesbury 


(South Dighton) 


(Sturbridge) 


of Swansea and 
West Swansea} 


society.in. Templeton. 


Society- 
Society . 
Society. 


Societ 


Society. 


Society 


Society 
Society . 
Socisty. 
Uphams.Corner.Universalist Parish of 


(Holmes Hole) 
(Truro) « 


of Warren 
y- (Watertown) 
{West Cummington) . 
(West.Wrentham) . 


(Whate ly} 
(Wilbraham). 
(‘Winchendon) 


Boston. (Dorchester) - 
Warren Universalist. Church 
Washington Corporation (Universalist) 


(South.Weymouth) ; 


y 


sy i Aa 


Way side-Mission Chapel inatyeraadtew) 


(Malden) 


(North Prescott) ...- 


re 
v 


& 


e oo 


© 


ew 


o 


ca 


West Acton pheDatiae ‘@nuren (Universalist) 
West Amesbury.Universalist Church (Merrimac) , 
West Gloucester Universalist Church . 


West Parish of Haverhill (Universalist) Ue tts: 
West Somerville Universalist. Church 

PoiyiT La). 5 Tbe) om LL ain ae 
West Universalist. Bed cine paca ibd (aie tear 2 


Westerly. Meetinghouse..in Scituate, Papuriekore 
_of the (Universalist.) Ninomwati. © BA ok ae 
Winchester. Association. tha tae ECL 
Winter Hill Universalist.Church. (Somerville)... 


Winter. Hill_Universalist Parish. (Somerviile). . . 


Women's Centenary Aid Associatian— (Boston)' +. 
Women's. Centenary. Association . (Boston). : 


Index by Name 
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Women's National.Missionary Association of 
the Universalist ‘hurch. (Boston). » » « 
Women's Universalist. ecg aer nent soel ohh of 
Massachusetts.{Boston) « Reiter say “ct 
Young People’s Christian. Union. of the 
Universalist.Church..(Boston). . . . = >» 
Young. People's. Missionary Association 


-_ (Boston). ROU AN SEU eote prelh Ho)! BGs. hat toto eG.) ula lina ET eC ea 


VT Na i BC 
By TAS, 


ss ee 
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INDEX BY LOCATION 


This index includes. only_church.societies by present or last known 
name. The national,.state, and sectional organizations are omitted because 
their inclusion would have. involved.several.inconsistencies and served no 
useful purpose... Entries.A,.B,.C.and.D may..be found at the end of the 
"Inventory." 


Abington 
Pereeveumiversak¢ st iChurctie bed el oe ee ee a es Pee Se SCS 


Acton 
Pirareunivercaliey Soolety an. 2OtOn. Gite. ere) wi ele) ee ee 64 
First .Universalist. Church. of South Acton, 
eee SOU ee atin ae it) cal re oe MER ER ia Da ae Egg Wal, Pals tad Wag Baw May ig hee 
Piro UMEVOTSaliawoocicty. in West Acton <2 are se eee 8 ss 224 
Adams. 
eye reuLs Universalist. Parish. of Adams. so -0 i Se ee OY Oe rs 19D 
Amesbury 
Seep eerear rst. GouUrch OF AMesDUry-. sR Bio Se we “ete ol eh ee ee 60 
Amherst : 
Pore Universal let Parish: of Amherst i 4 Sle Nee 6. SS oe 256 
Andover 
Pereu Uni Verealis, oocietuy in: Andovers ose A eer ee we ee. 162 
Annisquam 
See Gloucester 
Arlington 
Perey Univerpalist Society of Arlingtone ec. 3 eae ee te 8 > ve BO 
Ashfield 
Pirouuniversalish cociety. of Ashfietd oy. ee Se We ele wee te LES 
Mee ereas tree MiSs ON. «ale pice Meas St ep wide es woe ee el eT ee 
Ashland 
Peret universalist. Society in Ashlands.s 23 °0 «eS 8 wt ee 8 ee BL 
Ashmont 
See. Dorchester 
Attleboro 
‘Murray Universalist.Church of Attleboro . . 2. © © + © © © © @ « «© 245 
See also- North Attleborough 
Ayer's Village 
See Haverhill 
Barneyville 
See Swansea 
- Barnstable 
ME eyed ord 6 ty oS. aay chat ar ie ew ee a, RS en etl 2S 
Centetvyille 
BAL TAT OT POT Gai Ge ey ter eee elie ee ote Go tw eee 
Hyannis 
First Universalist.Society.of Hyannis. « .. 26 2 > © «©» © © » «© » Lil 
fipiversaliat Society.» 205 @.~ «0,0 « © © jw 8s & o> so % Givi LBL 


Osterville . 
Tiiwersalist Society. 6 2 3 8 oS ee Se Wale of Se ee eo LOE 


Index by Location 


Barnstable County 


‘Ohipches: (elo Bia, 87, dth tiny ceo, te ees: 
149, 181, 185, 200, 203, 204, 229, 255, 259 


Barre 

First Universalist Society. in.Barre. 6 «© +« 
Barrowsville 

See Norton 

Bellingham 

Universalist Society. Saar ase tev eLe".* 
Berkshire County 

‘Chuvehes:. 49, 69, 115, 194, 197, 199, 206 
Berlin 

MP Piget Partagas, ut dee 
Bernardston Ni 

First Universalist. Society .in-Bernardston« 
Beverly 

First Universalist..Society.in Beverly. . . 
Billerica 

VYirstUniversalist.Society..4 » # © «© 
Boston 

First Universalist Society.in Boston . 


First. Universalist. Society .in Boston, Sunday. 


and Sundey Schoo! Teachers”..Association. 
Independent... Universalist.Society....... . © 


Second Society of Universalists.in the Town of 


‘Boston x 4? . 4 3 e+ © a - 2e- oen- ee. J 4 ° e 
South Hinive raat nae Church. given Si uae 
South Universalist. Society... wh fat de 


Universalist Free Uhurch Association . 

West ‘Universsliat Society <9... 5. ws 
Beiehton, 40) 

Brighton Universelist Parish... ..4 6 
Charlestown 

First Universalist.Society in. Charlestown. 

Secchd Universalist Church in. Charlestown. 
Dorchester 

Ashmont Universalist. Parish. -of “Boston~ % 

Grove. Hall Universalist Church. 225. a4 

St. John's Universalist Parish wos 4 2 % 


Uphams Corner Universalist Parish. of Boston... 


East Boston 
Bast. Beston Universalist - Part shy ye eam 
Hy.de Park 


Hazelwood.Universalist..Parish of Hyde Park . 


Jamaica Plain . 

St...Paul's Universalist.Church . 
Roxbury: 

Hirss. Universalist Society in-Roxbury. 
South Boston 

Broadway Universalist Society. Rusia ied oa cise 

Boxborough 
First Parish ef Boxborough. (Universalist). 


‘o ° ° 


Sehool 


e ‘x 


eo 


e ° 


167 


51 


/ 196 


223 


58 
244 


- 265 
pee 
228 


264 


ig i,k 
~ 267 


{B42 


118 
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Boylston 
Restorationist. Society (Universalist) 
See also West Boylston 


Braintree 

First Universalist -Parish of Braintree. . 
Brewster . 

Universalist. Aboisty s ee een SURE He Meh 


Bridgewater 
‘See Hast Bridgewater, West Bridgewater 
Brighton 
See Boston 
Bristol County 


‘Churches: 37, 65, 92, 132,.170, 175, 182,.195, 


eat, oley 240%. 245... 257 
Brockton 


First Universalist. Parish of Brockton... 


Brookfield 
. See -East Brookfield 
See also Warren 
Brookline 
Brookline Universalist Parish . «6 « © % 


Cambri idge 


First Universalist. Society .in Cambridge i 


Oo vy 


° 


*o 


° 


Second. Society..of Universalists in the Town 


-of .Cambridge....* « OW ee Eee 

Third Universalist Society. in.Cambridge . 
Canton 

-" Wnhiversalist.Parish of Canton... « ... » 


Carlisle 


Sema yeres li Sh DOCL ety ese. oe Sk oe 
(Carver . 
Universalist Society. GR OR eee UR ecg 
Centerville 
_ See Barnstable 
Charlestcwn 
See Boston 
Charli ton 
First Universalist. Society of Charlton .. 
Chatham 
First Universalist Society in Chatham. . 
People's Cemetery. oe 
Chelmsford 
First Universalist Society.in .chelmsford 
Chelsea 
First ipiversnliaté Church .in Qhelseay % e 


Cheshire 


Test Universalist Society -in Cheshire. . 


Chicopee 
oPirst SES Soar waa rec} in.Chicopee . 
Clinton 
Universalist_Society SG eo Bare cee 


se . 


° 


Location 


® ° 220 


“© e 26 2 


o 6 eLO 


eo pee 


ie ee 
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Colrain 
Universalist Society . 2. ..% «= .2 6 ¥ ws 
Concord 
First Universalist Society....% © «© «0 W's 
Conway 
Universalist. Society «0. * + © «© © © o » 
Cooleyville 
See New Salem 
Cummington 
| Universalist. Society «<5. 2 « 6 ve = 
Dana 
see Orange 
Danvers 
First Universalist. Society of..Danvers. . . 
See also.Peabody 
Dedham. 
See Norwood 
Dennis 
_ First Universalist Society of South Dennis 
Universal Tet. SOGTeLY,.coicurw, os eco ee 
Dighton 
Ubhiversal Let Society (2.4. 4.8 
Dorchester 
See Boston 
Douglas 
Universalist. Missi onvio  % < ss ce ie ne 
- Dudley 
First Universalist..Society of Dudley .. . 
_ ..Churéhesi.. 227 
Dunstable 
irst..Universalist..Parish of Dunstable . . 
Duxbury : 
First. Universalist Society..in-Duxbury. . . 
Bast. Boston 
See Bostei 
Kast Bridgewater 
Universatist Society 16 4 aes ee 
See also Bridgewater. 
Rast Brookfield 
-Secand Universal Societyin Brookfield . . 
Hast Cambridge 
See Cambridge 
Rast Douglas 
See Douglas 
East Gloucester 
See Gloucester 
Rast Harwich 
See Harwich 


BKast.. Lexington 
see Lexington 


150 
168 
237 


142 


- 110 


149 
146 


182 


A! 


108 


41 


97 


¢ 136 


71 
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First Universalist Parish -Of Eastham #4 5 9 4 + % 
Kaston 
Aer sa SG, SOCLE RT Ci lig ie Le Wht tei te a Gan te gas, 
Heremont 
Universalist. Society By) 8 Le oh ieee ie ag Me A ag 
hrving . . 
Universalist. Socieiy.. SN CGA oe rer Jaton inning” hams 
Essex 
First. Universalist Society. in the Town 
OFA S SOR alice cee TR a NS Ny At we ete ee et eas ge ke 
Assex County . 
mouienes:) G2, 85, 35, 26,38, 39, 44.°57; 60,178, 
Shee ee he PG 118 Tee eek 13S, 1S7 5 943. 


152, 154, 155,.162,.188, 198, 205, 2213, 230, 233, 


246, 252, 298, 260. 
Everett 
wearct Universalist Society of Everett... 4 8 «‘« 
ee aise Malden 
Fairhaven 
Universalist Society (Oxford Village, North 


i= 


Sey lie Sek FN ie Wn LA aR OO eGR CODON er erent cro 
Fall River . 
First Universalist. Society Oe pe hen, en ECM Rh ar nee 
Fitcenbure 


ee ercrestiot Society of .Fitehbure. Siete eka d) fe 
Hiorida 


PERERA EL! OCOD Y 50 et ae Hl staat oe tw 
Hoxborough 
Boxborough Universalist. Anu yb aie Mle Mer ag aie See Re ad 
Framingham . 
poor iniveresiiat. Chretien  e A oe ig ele he aus 
Be er Shah SORTA C yak a Weil ioe dl Se Cle dela Panola ee & 
Vranklin 
Dieeones Universaliat.\Church. 3 eevee oo ey 8 ee ees 


Franklin County 
“Ghurches:. 45; 52, 4, .59, 62; 68,.74, 109,117, 
134, 147, 150, 176, 183, 214, 237, 274. 


Gardner 
Firat Universalist Society of Gardner. . . . o>» 
Georgetown 
rst Universslist. Society -in.Georgetown «3% % « . 
Gloucester 


East. Gloucester Parish GUyi were Le ya vey soa 
Independent Christian Church in Gloreester 

Pe rte st ty ig RY sar tg eda ne et soe ak 
Independent Universalist Society .... o . . o » « « 
Society of the Lanesville Universalist Parish. . . 


2°. 


9° 


oO = 
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Third (Annisquam} Parish in Gloucester (Universalist). .. 


* Third Universalist. Society.in Gloucester (West) . . 


See also Rockport 


0 ° o 


259 


195 


49 


147 


i132 


256 


258 


106 


202 


aa 
188 


. 246 


36 
32 
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Granville 
Universalist Society. (Granville-Corners). 
Granville. Corners 
See Granville 
Greenwich . 
See Hardwick 
Groton 
Universalist Society (Groton-Junction). 
Groton-Junction ~ 
See Groton 
Halifax 
Mniversarist Societys ose. sae Meurer Me te 
Hampden County 
' Churches:. 95, 98, 135,-141,.178, 208, 215, 
EBS feos 2202 os 
Hampshire .County 
_Chureches:. 142, 231, 256° 
Hanson 
‘First. Universalist. Society - ae ee ee 
Hardwick 
First Universalist Society and.Church of 
LHoheet Ws al ob Meare ye POEM AES UME SUNNY E Ate cc: 
Universalist.Church and Society of 


Petersham, Hardwick.andGreenwich . .....- 


Harvard 
First. Universalist..Church_of. Christ in 
OA ig' 9 2a 8 OR RE ME NN OMe cep ery Wasa Wore ay ACC odes) Sil 
Harwich 
First Universalist Parish. of..Harwich (East) - 
Haverhill 
Ayerts Village Union. Cae Church 
(Umiversal tat jcc. i 
First. Univers atistendncn i teal tne Cite ei 
Haverhill. Dab ean tee Vienne AEsD Vii 
First Cnty san ee eee ee pe the. West 
Parish tof Haver 7 Oey pie ee ee elec ue eis 
Mt..Washington Universalist.. Parish in 
Bawerbh Uc Vices ail near ve ee aia a 
Hingham 


First. Universalist._Parish .of..Hinghem. 
Holland , 
Universalist: Sot tetyynuce vo einem ey Ne ae 
Holmes Hole 
See. Tisbury 
Holyoke 
Universalist Society. 2 rfl. 
Hopkington ~ 
Universalist Societyo. i... 5. is:, 
Hortonsville 
See Swansea 
Hyannis 
See Barnstable 


235 


254 


91 


- 103 


88 


50 


53 


255 


. £30 


. 208 


» L335 


208 


» 139 
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tiyde Park 

See, Soston 
Jamaica Plain 

See Boston 
Lancaster 

_ First_Universalist Society in. Lancaster, eee eee UME sy tg ty. ty 

Lanesville 

See Gloucester 


Lawrence 

Memnen ot Lie.cood Shepherd (Universalist) a6 6s ss se ess; e 2OS 
Leominster 

Pruse Universalist society of Leominster. .)sy os cs so a ee ee . * 268 
Leverett. 

First Universalist.Society - VN LOVERS UC eins lw Ue NG cease olbt ww ult 3 COS 

xington 

iat saciaey ihe Lemneton VeAsb ewww ats) ete ate 2 a 
Leyden 

Mien tel een TO OF ue VER hes eR gc te Wig Re UVR gti Bet tec ay ek Ae? 
Littleton ; 

First. Universalist SOCTS ty cA Ge enOM et vol el eh wit oa gical ao Lee 
Lowell 

First. Universalist Meetinghouse. in 

Pook Ty Se Nasios abet av ean WIPE OY at SB a Fg MONE ON MSU A bgt ae a ge A ena, 4 CAPM on IRS aes Nl aaa 0 
Pee ero ee are DL aria ye eal e. \o ie ig a cw bee cele i ligt ale es 
Third Universalist. Sas AAS SCAR ULE, 
Mowe. EVOUTTALOPS SOT. i ie eco a8 De eeeaal ee gt hoe Neat rian han “gly 190 

Lunenburg 

First. Universalist. Society. in Lunenburg. Sf CTS EG OUR TE NR ie AR eR Uli ag I 56 
Lynn 

Meroe rIvergnl Est Parish of. Tynes i woe he oe at ae pe om ee 

Peer yered ti St Pariah Vin rams tre ake le “acon le elie ee ie 154 


See also Saugus 
Tynnfield 


ee Ne Leh ee eM nM Uh yee RULE Gud ne he ee ne ale ye ae 
Maiden 
First Pecish in Maiden, ‘spared yer Oe a ea ener ts Sy ey ety hn Meo 
Second oa versalisct Parish in Malden y8 20+ ley abies Revi si ae: 
Pemeide Mission (nape! (Universalist) wos Bin 6 ee ee sn 8 263 


wee also Everett-. 
Mansfield 
First Universalist. Parish of Mansfield Res in nc tare TT aoc.) eae, Gee A PL on oy 


Marblehead 
Manblehead Universalist Church ...... Sp Cr are omer ae SUL Alpes ee 2 a 
Marion 
moe waters at Sooteaty lof Manton ee 3) sn aoe aise. e, we fe oe hOe 


Marlborough 

First. Universalist Society in 

DL SOC OUr Ty Ws) ele! ses che Ce gl oul eee) Rb b) mete my We Nip) 8 Tet atphe omen Oe O 
Marshfield . : 
First ciivecasliak Society Ot Maren tier cues else e SamL  aee de ok 
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Marstons Mills 


ee ES 


See Barnstable 


Mattapoisett 

First Universalist Society in Mattapoisett . ,; 
Medford 

First Universalist Society inMedford., ... .- 

ee ee ae ‘Medford ail tone 
Medway, 

Universal Friends. ee ee (We st Medw: 1 aE vee eg 
Melrose 

First. Universalist.Parish of Melrose. ... =. : 
Mendon _ 

(Bales t Barr PSB |. ja ey cele iia aly eh eee ne aaa 
Merrimac 

West. Amesbury. Universalist Church. 
Methuen 


First Universalist. Parish of Methuen «. 


Middleborough 
First Universalist. Society in. Middleborough. 


Middlesex County 


Churches: 31, 34, 41, 43, 61, 63, 64, 70, 77, 80, 


BSy 96> 99) DOS LOTS 118 ee alee) Deo Lao 
189... 140.5) 900 SOR 2tOn eee edo) ee eee 
225, 234. B66. 24. OAR PAR ea oe oa. 
Any) er Sige ec ea) 
Middleton 


.. First. Universalist Seciety of Middleton, ~~ . . = | 


Milford 
-.First Universalist Society in Milford . . 
Miliville 


Universalist: Sdeie te. oi. i oe Sous Sor at a Ree a 


Monroe 

Universalist Society . oka Hoke 
Monson 

Birst Universalist Parish in Monson. ... 
Mount, Washington 


Universe lL gh LS0G Page ordi: oi cuty Wiese a ee aa eee ee eee 


Nantucket 

First. Universalist..Church in Nantucket . . 
Nantucket. County 

Churches: 86 
Natiok 

first. Universalist Parish of Natick. = . 
Needham 


(First.Church in Needham] . BNP hb 
New Bedford 
First. Universalist Boole. chet a ails 


Newburyport. 
First_Universalist. Society. 
New Salem 
Universalist_Saciet: (Cooleyville). 


o © e is) ° 


Le 


. 137 


54 
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Newton 
. First Universalist..Society . (Newtonville 
PR ee yo Ot ie cla | 8: we SI ere CR UMBUTRR ge Oe es 
Powron unr versaliat Society 34's Ge sees eee Se os es 
Newton and Watertown Universalist. Hag. 
ry Ue ie Al esse hkl vals 8 dae wb aE MEaS REET BIE HIE RIMES Gk 
See also Watertown 
Newton Upper Falls 
See Newton 
» Newtonville 
See Newton 
Norfolk County 
‘Churches: 40, SL, 73, 82; :100,°119, 130, 
Pero OO. TAs 207. Pie. 82). pos. 
o01, 202, .C 
North Adams 
First Universalist Church in.North 


Adams 
w oe Eo te, oO @ Ss & ° -° > “oO oc ‘eo o © ° oO o 2 ° e © eé = °o e 


See also Adams 
North Attleborough 
First Universalist..Society in Attleboro ..... 
See also. Attleboro 
North Bridgewater 
See Brockton 
North Cambridge 
See Cambridge 
North Dennis 
See Dennis 
North Fairhaven 
See Fairhaven 
North Prescott 
See Prescott 
North licading 
..- Hirst Universalist. Society of. North 
ten as eA RE BE TR ohn elma. els he eta! WNL Goll RS sae Ne 
See also Reading. 
North Weymouth 
See Weymouth 
Norton 
iniversalisat..Society .(Barrowsville) 60.6 28. eee cei 
see also Mansfield 
Norwell 
een Niiversalist..Society of Norwell 245 oe! el ais, ee 6 
Norvood 
rat Universalist Seciety in Norwood 2... .006°. 6 3%. 
Grange 
Mera Universalist Parish “Ini Dene yu. ie ee A do le) Se ale, 
PieibaUmuiversalist Doeiety OT. Oranges i. 6 ce) le eh) bolo esa, e 
Second Universalist Society of Orange <2 606) Sw ke eee se 
Orleans 
mits, Universalist. Society im Orleans sys ies) 3! 2. Ye, 6) aes 


° 


« 194 


ped 


fi bee 
> 134 


Let, 
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Osterville 
See Barnstable 
Oxford 
‘Second Universalist Christian Church, 
OPPO Ci ule he Bose Aid aS ORR ORS eae el cies ae ane ee a 
Oxford Village 
See. Fairhaven 


Palmer 
St, Paul's Church of. Palmer. (Universalist). ee ain 


Peabody 
Riret Universalist. Parish of Peabody (sais yer) youre 


' Gharles B. Haven Home for Aged Men in 


Peabody ° © 9 ° ° > > ° @- 0 ° ° ic} © ° ° a 9 cy} cs %® +9 a 


See also. Danvers 
Petersham 
First Universalist Society in Petersham. . 
See also Hardwick 


Phillipston 
Independent Religious Universalist 
Society =o ~ s' it diag’ shehuhad > Nr heat) (RRM) ra ein a Net OC 


Pigeon Cove 
See Rockport 


Plymouth 
First Universalist Society of Plymouth. 


Plymouth County 
Churches: 42) 79, 84, 91, 94,97) 108. 104) 
10>. 106. £48.56) Ua Oe tee O aD 
Plympton 
Universalist SOG he tye) are) we tig ies eur eu ke nee ere 
‘Universalist: Society (North Prescott) 
Princeton 
Universalist. Society. TU Be a Me ws va ae cc atted er 
Provincetown é 
(yest Universalist: Pariah Gig ci ic wie me eee meee 
Quincy 


First Universalist. Society in the Town 


of Mien 5] © “ ° To) (> -'0 2 Oo 3 °o ° cS © ° ° e +o o ° 2 ‘ 


Randolp! 


fapeteariee SOG T eby a2) Se et Ak pel Sil ae ay atl Pa 8 ry 


Jones hrinxSteteon a Find 4) ie 2) a4 eer 0 semen 

Reading 

See North Reading 
Rehoboth 

See Swansea 
Rochester. 

See Marion 

See Mattapoisett 


Rockport 
first Universalist. Society - in. Rockport. 


° 


. Second Universalist..Society of Rockport. (Pieeon covey: 


See.also Gloucester 


2 LYS 


128 


» 128A 


» L138 


131 


79 


«ae 


‘Rowley 
_ First Universalist Parish im Rowley . 
see also Georgetown 


‘Roxbury. 


eee ree creme 


See 


Boston 


Royalston 


Universalist Society. 


butland 
Sra veal 


Universalist Society. 


First Universalist’ Society in Salem . 
Second Universalist Society in Salem. 


Salisbury 


See 


Amesbury 


Sandwich 


‘Universalist Society. 


Saugus 


‘First Parish, Universalist, in Saugus 


See 


also Lynn 


Scituate 


See 


Norwell 


Sheffield 


Universalist Society. 


es re erence er ee 


First Universalist Society. 


Shirley 


First Universalist Society in Shirley . 


Shrewsbury 


First Universalist Restoration Religious Society. 
See also South Shrewsbury 


witutesbury 


Universalist Society in Shutesbury. 


Tey atte 


South 

wee 
South 
_ See 
- South 

‘See 
South 
_ See 
South 

See 
South 
_ See 
South 


See 


First Universalist Church of Somerville . 
West Somerville Universalist Church . 
Winter Hill Universalist Church. 


Acton 
Acton 
Ashfield 
Ashfield 
Beston 
Begton 
Danvers 
Peabody 


Deerfield 


Deerfield 
Dennis 
Dennis 
Dighton 
Dighton 
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19% 


e214 


61 


76 


109 


216 
200 
249 
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South Malden 
‘See Everett 
South Reading 
See Wakefield 
south Scituate 
See Norwell 
South Shrewsbury 
See Shrewsbury 
South Warren 
‘See Warren 
South Warwick 
See Orange 


South Weymouth 
_-Bee Weymouth 


Southbridge 


First Universalist ae in Southbridge . 


Spencer 


Church of Our Father Deeb n 


Springfield 


St. Paul's Universalist Church. 


Second Universalist Society in sinineti eid. 
Third Universalist Society in Springfield . 


Sterling 
First Universalist Society in Sterling. 
Stoughton 
First Parish Universalist 
Sturbridge 
Universalist Society. 
Suffolk County 
Churches’ 47 yi 47h, 258.0 665.47 Gy ee oeuee 7 eg 
UO Si IG yO OR. wi toero Miipyee Meets ear eat 
242, 244, 247, 264, 265, 267 
Sutton 
First Universalist Society in Sutton . 
Swampscott 
Swampscott Universalist Society. 
Swansea 
First Universalist Society in Swansea 
| Basiey vide) Na a 8 ‘ : 
Second Universalist Society of Bean eee 
(Hortonsville, West Swansea). 
Taunton 
First Universalist Society in Taunton . 
Tenpleton 
Universalist Society in Templeton 
Tisbury 
Universalist Society. 
See also Holmes Hole 
Townsend 
Universalist Restorationist Society 
See also West Townsend 


172 
L20 

98 
270 
272 
116 

40 


164 


ive 


260 


170 

219 
92° 

ToL 


Pholl 


Lit 


E 
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Tyne sborough : 
-Wirst Universalist Society_in.Tyngsborough .... +5... 


Upton 


jee Leow. Universalist-.Society in Upton Ae Se i rr ere 
Wakefield 4 
First. Peres oes in. Wakefield. 
Walpole eh, “A 
smiversalist.Society. ee ee ee ee. ree ac kk ie ce ane a a 
See..also.kast.Walpole 
Waltham 
Heacon Universalies. BEGAN ei tres se), Ser tal ys teas engin ees Sg 
Church of Our Seve our... find varentien) RI ES Sy Rye aie ke 
Warven 
“Pirst Dede o eran cack ety lot Mashoen and 
BYOOKTIel . ste.» Sa PO ay SRI ENE Ke Re RES oO Dobe» 19! 0% 


‘Universalist. Soadaty_of_Warren.. SO 8 5c, pais aE oe or eg ed 
‘see also .South..Warren 
Warwick 
. Universalist.Religious. Society.in. Warwick. 
Watertown : ay LI A as Saar ae 
Universalist. Society. a angle Mae Ka: Seay FB le me ol 
‘See..also- Newton 
Webster 
Peet cey Liver sel SOCLety. . Of Wenster iw Ales alee eS ae a 
Wellfleet .. 
_.. First. Universalist. Society... OC WENT ESOUN soe de aS 
West. Acton . 
See. Acton 
Wiest, Amesbury 
See Merrimac 
West Boylston 
.FirstyLiberal .& pe eh of. West. Boylston 
PEEP ETOelI Sty eee ue ee ek we ee we a ee we a gos 
See.also Boylston 
West Bridgewater 
Subivst_Conpressticnal Society |: . +. 2.5 a's - Bee 4 
See. also. Bridgewater _. 
West. Cambridge 
jS8ee.Arlington 
west. Cummington 
See. Cummington 


West Gioucester 


See Gloucester 
West. Medway 

- See Medway 
We st..Somerville 

See. Somerville 
West. Swansea 

. See Swansea 


184 


266 


252 


185 


72 
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West. Townsend 
See.-Townsend 
West Wrenthan 
See Wrentham 
Western 
See Warren 
Westfield 
- First Universalist. Society in-Westfield . . « « « -» 
Westminster . 


First Universalist Society.in Westminster. +. 4. + 


See also Whitmanville 


-*First_Universalist.Sotciety. 6 <.s 8 «1 ies Si wee 
Second Universalist .Scatietry.<. 2 ¢eu5. 6 se 9. see 
Westport . 
Universalist Parish of .Westpert <«.. « s6% «iss » = 
Weymouth 
First Universalist_Society.of Weymouth. ...+.. .» 
Secon? Universalist. Society in Weymouth ..... -» 


See also South Weymouth 
Third Universalist Society.of Weymouth. ...... 
See_aiso.North.Weymouth 
Universalist Society. wo4 ~<a < ye We VN eee 
Whitmanville 
See-Westminster 
Wilbraham 
Universalist Societye “Sos wie <= Se a 
winchendon 
Universalist society, se «ie! = Go ae ee ope 
Winter Hill | 
See Somerville 


First Universelist Society. of .Woburn. ee 

Second Universalist Society . +... .. 4. 
Worcester ‘ 

All Souls.Universalist.Parish ¢ + % «asw«% « @ <4 

First Universalist Society._of Worcester «.... 


Worcester County 
Churehes? 46, 48, 50, 53, 55,.57, 21; 98) 76, 98, 
70; 935 10L;. 108, 1165. 1205.12) 120725) ae 
445, 161; 164, 165,966 167) 160, 373) 14. aves 
186... 1912 21), 258. C88), 255. 6s. 87) ae 
Wrentham 


Universalist Society, 2 3... 4 S:2e ae den ig! taney ae 
See.also West Wrentham 
Yarmouth 


First_Universalist.Society_in Yarmouth. . 
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. Tee 


215 


67 


122 


126 


240 


160 


207 


217 


176 


95 


166 


99 


» 209 


186 


, 
WBS 
rubs 


hat 


eae SI. 
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DATE 


1648 
Aas 
712 
LO 
1728 
L728 


1731 
1732 
1734 


| 1744 


eo 
1766 
1775 
1779 


1780 
T7581 
1785 
1785 
1791 
1792 


1792 
1793 
1794 
1798 


1800 
1801 
1805 
1805 


1809 
1810 
1811 


16271. 
1812 


18135 
1813 
1815 


—1gi6 . 
1816 


1816 
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX 
NAME 


eT 


First. Parish in Malden, Universalist ...s « 


Third Universalist Society in Gloucester eee 


Universalist..Society..(lynnfield) ... . : 
First Universalist Society -of North. sracevat 
First Universalist Society of Middleton. . . 
Third (Annisquam). Parish in Gloucester 

» (Universalist). (Annisquam) ss. 4.4%.» « 
First Universalist. Parish of Mansfield... 


First. Parish, Universalist, in Saugus. . ,» 


First Universalist Society in the West 
Perse Of; Bayern ts) 135 iis wa Sele Fabre ome, hee 
First Parish Universalist (Stoughton). . 
First Universalist Partsh_of Dunstable... 
First Universalist Society of-Norwell. .. . 
First Parish. of Boxborough (Universalist) . 


-Independent Christian Church in 


Gloucester (Universalist). «is <i « 
Second Universalist Society .of Orange. 
First.Universalist Society in Milford. . . 
First Universalist Society in Boston. . p 
Second. Universalist Christian Church, Oxford 
Universalist Society (Egremont). 


Universalist Church and Society. of Petersham, 


Hardwick, and Greenwich. (Hardwic?:) 
Universalist Society (Bellingham). . ike 
Universalist General Convention [Bneron) ‘ 


_First Universalist Parish in Dana. (Orange) 
First Universealist.Chureh of Christ in 


MEP ORK am o's noite is Svat in. cate et teiney wok a 
Universalist. Society (Cooleyville) oS gee a ae 
first. Universalist csociety..of Fitchburg...’ » 
Firs. Universalist Society .in Salem. 


Hirst Universalist. Society of Western and 


Brookfield (South.Warren). .. = hed 
First Universalist Society in. abbey en) : 
Universalist Society. (Monroe). .. =. » 
Gloucester Conference ... .» 1 ee 


Universalist-Church of Heenan Site? Ske ena ts 
First Universalist. Society.in.Shirley. .. . 
First Universalist.Society.in Wakefield. . . 
Universalist.Religious. Society. in. Warwick. 
Union Association of Universalists. (Boston). 
Rirst Universalist. Society.in. Acton. ~.« .. 
First Universalist..Society in. Attleboro 
(NorthwAttieboroughy)s sew eels ; 
First. Universalist. Society_in eatin se 
Beira ewt he je aot ee ms Ge eee, a ra yee 


° 


° 


ENTRY. No 


| 
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eo 
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Chronological Index 


1816 


1817 


_ Second Society of Universalists .in the 


Town of Boston...« © © # % « SS" 8 Oe 
First Universalist Society in_Boston, 

Sunday. School. and.Sunday School 

Teachers' Association . «2 »« « « ss 
First Universalist Society in Leverett. . 
First Universalist Society in 

Marlborough . = ~ 8...) ev W S Fe 8s 
Universalist Society (Mount Washington) . 
First Liberal Society. of West. Boylston 

(Universalist). oo eee 7% 
Second Universal . penne © in BrookPiela 

Ue eth) sc? 4 wes oe year oS 
Universalist. Parish of - Garten a ae . 
First Universslist Society in Bernardston 


First Universalist Society_in_Roxbury ... 


First Jniversalist Restoration Religious 

Society (South.Shrewsbury). . a... . 
First Universalist. Society.in Cambridge . 
First Universalist. Society.in.Rockport. . 
First .-Universalist Society of Arlington . 


First Universalist Society in Chatham... 
.First Universalist Society of Plymouth. 

People's Cemetery (Chatham)... & 
First Universalist Church_in the. City of Havemitaee 


First Universalist. Parish of Hinghem. .. 

Second Society of Universalists in the 
Town of Cambridge (East). . . ; 

Universal Friends Society. (West Measey) ‘ 


First Universalist Church in Nantucket. . 


First Universalist Parish of Methuen. .: 
First. Universalist Society. and Church 

of Hardwick See: a a ge ae 
Universalist Society. (Romedtee) va? ey 
First Universalist Society in Taunton «< . 
First Universalist Society ‘in Upton . 
Universalist Society (Helifax). . 
First Universalist_Society in Doxey : 
Newton and Watertown Universalist 


Society (Newton) celta tons att Sees ae 
Restoratianist.Society (Universalist) 
(Boylston). . a a Soo ee Sees 


St. Paul's Uriversalist_Church 


_(Springfield) .. f ge R 
Universalist. Society(Piyepton). a ae ek 


Universalist. Society (Wilbraham)._._. . . 


First _Universalist. Meetinghouse in 
-_Lowell, Proprietors of. . .. © 

First Universalist Saciety of GreiT sone 

First Universalist Society ir Norwood . . 


— 


first Universalist Society of Woburn .. 


. 66 
. 47h 
- 68 
= \\90 
- 69 
ae 
oes 
s 73 
. 74 
oa 
iG 
5 29 
Lo 
- 80 
o BE 
aoe 
85 
- 84 
~ 88 
. 82 
- 8&6 
- 89 
- 88 
. 87 
» 92 
- 90 
(a 
eae 
- 96 
93 
- 98 
| 94 
: 95) 
- 102 
- 101 
- 100 


1827 
1827 
1828 
1828 
1828 


1829 


1829. 


1829 
1829 
1829 


1829 
1829 


18329 . 


1829 


1830 - 


1830 


1830 
1830 


1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1831 
1831 
1831 
1831 


1831 
1832 
1832 
1832 
1833 
1833 
1833 
1833 


1333 
1833 
1854 
1834 


1834 . 
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Old Colony. Association. of. Universalists 
(Braintree) « a peta tat n Sige: . 
Providence Caen erior of Sint vardeliees 
(Providence; Rs 1s.) ei eee 
First Universalist.Society (Hanson). 
First Universalist Society of Merion. 
First Universalist .Society in 
Mattapoisett...  ««_2 S ea eer 
Boston Association of . Ta seraet seer 
First Universelist Parish (Provincetown) 


First Universalist Society of Danvers. ... 


First Universalist Society .of Dudley . . 
First Universalist. Society in the Town 
OF Ba SOR ssi te fe sata de ers Ht eae 
First Universalist Society in Georgetown 
First Universalist Society of Hyannis. 


Universalist Society (Framingham). 
Universalist Society in .Shutesbury. .. 
Broadwey Universalist. Society. (South 


HBOS CON in iig onasd Dela ee me 

Church of Our.Father (Universalist) 

(Spencer). Oe ek ake ade = 
First Taigeres ee Society -in- ete on 
First Universalist..Society in the .Town 

BOAR ie Uhl NOV ot et oe ae swine wes te oes, 4 
First Universalist. Society .in. Shari ine é 
Universalist. Church of Leyden. .... 
Universalist. Society (Florida) 
Universalist. Society of.Warren . ‘ 
First. Universalist. Society in. Gre tietond 
First Universalist. Society .in.Medford. 
First Universalist Society .(Weston). 
Massachusetts.Association.of Universal 

Restorationists. (Boston). ........ 


Universalist Society.(Barnstable). .. 


_ First Universalist. Parish.of.Peabody .. 


First Universalist Society in Orleans. 
Second Universalist Society (Weston) . 
First Universalist Parish. of lynn. . . 
First Universalist Society (New Bedford) 


First Universalist Society of Orange .... 


Indevendent..Religious Universalist 
Society. (Phillipston). . - EWA ye 
Universalist Society (phincaton) Hive 
Universalist.Society (Randolph). ... 
First. Universalist Society (Newbucstport) 
Massachusetts Universalist Convention 
(Boston). G64. 4h! s ; : 
Universalist Historical. Society (Tufts 
College, Medford). des 


e 
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Chronological Index 


1834 
1834 
1835 
1835 
1835 


1835 
1835 
1836 
1836 


1836 
1836 
1836 


1836 
1836 
1836 
1836 
1836 
1836. 
1836 
1836 
1836 
1836 
1836 


1837 
1837 
1837 


1857 
1838 


18358 
1838 
1838 
1838 
1838 


IQ20 
Det) 


1838 


1838 
1838 
1839 
183° 
183° 
183% 
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Universalist Society (East Bridgewater) . 
Universalist Society (Holland) ...... 
First Universalist Society in Beverly. . 
First. Universalist Society in Chicopee .. 
First. Universalist Society in 


Lexington. (East) . 


o-. * oe CNS Siem.) a « * e 


First Universalist. Society in 
Petersham 
First Universalisi Society in 


VorreniGiuhin see oon 


a s- ° © . c « o 


o 8 * 


Universalist Society (Hopking ton) . Se eek 


Universalist 


society 


‘West Cummington) .. 


Beacon Universalist Parish ‘Waltham) .. - 
Church of Our Saviour (Universalist) 


(Waltham) 


First_Universalist 
First.Universalist 
First. Universalist 


Dennis 


First Uni Lea 
Grace Universalist 


* e ° e fo) ° 


Church (Abington)... 
Parish in Holliston ... 
Seciety of South 


° ° 2 . © ° 3) ° 


Society of Weymouth . 
Parish (Lowell) « « ‘ 


Marblehead Universalist Ghurch « « «2... 


Second Universalist Parish in Lynn... « 
Universalist Society (Garver). ee Ao 
Universalist Society (Galrain) ..<....% 
Universalist Societ) (Erving). 
Universalist Society. (North Dennis)... . 
Universalist Saeciety (Rutland). s.8.60 es 
Universalist Society (West WVrentham) .. . 


West Amesbury 
3 (Merrimac) 


Universalist Church. 


Oe a . o ~a 


First Giiyshenli sien ee in Perore Shim 
Foxborough Universalist. Church “9. 2° 4° % 
Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath 

School Association (Boston)... 4 + w % 


Universaliat Society (Millville) < = 2 % 
3arnstable County Conference of. 
Universaliats: (OrVegna) 40 aise Sek 
EKast..Boston Universalist. Parishs ss 2. % 
First Universalist Society in Barre. .. 4 
First Universalist Society (Concord) ... 
First Jniversalist Society in Lancaster. 
First Universalist Society in “Lunenburg. 
First Universalist Society in 3outhbridge, 
First Universalist. Society oi Swansea 
(Barneyville). 


Universalist Society 


@ eo. co) » « e ° ° 


(oacanerioa ie 


Universalist.Society (Winchendon). ... . 
First Unimersalist Society (Fall. River) « : 


First Universalist 


Society of.Marshfield 


Practical Christian Ministry (Hopedale). 
St. Paul's Church of Palmer (Universalist) 


‘g * 


“4 150 

147 
‘3: 146 
gs 145 
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143 
141 


140 
138 
144 
139 
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157 
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162. 
163 
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. 168 


169 


‘ns 165 
lS 


“170 


164 
166 
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28 


178 


raw St a 


1839.. 


1839 


1839 


1840. 


1840. 


1840 
1840 


1840 
1840 
1840 


1840 
1840 


1841 
1841 


1841 
1842 
1842 


1842 
1842 


1842 
1843 
1843 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1845 
1845 
1845 


1845 
1845 
1847 
1847. 
1847 
1848 
1848 
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Universalist. Restorationist..Society 


(West Townsend).«.. 


S-- © 


C2 % ° 6-0 


Universalist Society..(Royalston).... 
Universalist Society (Whately) ..... 
of Ashfield 


Rirst Universalist 
(South)... Sina 
feet niveraaliat’ 
Upper. Falls. . 
First Universalist 
First Universaliss. 
.Tyngsborough .. 
First Universalist 
First Universalist. 


(Gloucester) 3 


Sone, 
Saciety 
Society 
Society 
Society. 
Society 


e..@ 


e@-c e © © ry 


(Newton 


e eo  @ ° e e “oO 


in. Sutton . 
in 


of Wellfleet. 
of Worcester. 
Universalist Society (Merstons..Mills). 
Universalist Saciety (South.Dighton) .. 
Winchester Association..... 
First..Universalist.. Society (Ril lerioa) 
Independent ca alia ana cara 


“ee .@ e ° e 


Second Universalist Society fiycoae : 


First Universalist. 


Church 


in Chelsea . 


First Universalist Church in North... 


Adams». “hs “eo 8: 's 


Middleborough. 


che ee 


»U-..@. 0 ° ° e 


First Universalist_ See iauy in 


Third Universalist. Rmatineunune: in 
Lowell, Proprietors of 
Universalist Soacisty in Templeton. 


Universalist Society 


= e Oo ® ~e 


(Haston)<: . << 


West Universalist Society (Boston) . 
St. Paul’s Universalist Parish of Adams. 
Second Universalist Society in Salem . 


Universalist Society (Sheffield) ... 


Jonathan Stetson Fund (Randolph) ... 
South. Universalist Society (Baston). . 


Universalist Free Church 


(Boston). 2... 


o~ 


Association 


Oo. +8 


Universalist eae i(Sanawich)« : 

Universalist Society. (Truro). . 

Church of. the.Good Shepherd. . 
(Universalist. (Lawrence)... .. 


Universalist Genera? 


(Boston) 28 


Universalist.Society.. (oavervalle)e 


First Universalist 


Universealists. 


Second Universalis?’ Bodine ‘in Weymouth 
(South). oo... 


-@ 7 © 


Society 


c -s 


° 010 6 a ieee a 


Reform_Association 


e 


in Cheshire . 
Norfolk County Association of 
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1849 .First Universalist.Parish.of Melrose...» » 
1849 Universalist Society .(Holyoke). 6 . . 6 «+.-- 
1851 Cape Cod_Missionary Society (Orleans) .. . 
1851 Massachusetts Universalist..Home 
Missionary Society (Boston) » ». « « 
1851 Third Universalist 3ociety in vambridge « « 
1851 Universalist Sabbath_School Union. (Boston). 
1853 First Universalist Church of Somerville . . 
1853 First Universalist. Parish of Natick ... 
1853 First Universalist. Parish in Rowley . «©. » 
1853... First are: eee Nr (Shel burne 
Wall 8.) 90.3 ae oy ge 
1853... First Universalist.. ep ae i glentrieia : 
1853. Third Universalist Ses ga of. sheen ad 
(North) i Sao Be 
1853 Universalist. Bord ei (Clinton) « ete 
1854 Uusiversalist Society (Oxford Village, 
North Fairhaven). . Se as rat 
1856 First Universalist.Parish of Brockton... 2... 
1855. Second Universalist,.Society of Swansea 
(Hortonsville,..West.Swansea). . . 5 « 
1856 Grace Universalist..Church (Franklin). 
1857 Brighton Universalist Parish. ck aiah Dag he 
1857. Middlesex Conference of Churches, 
: Parishes, and Sunday Schools ee ‘ 
1857. Universalist Society (Carlisle). se: Sete 
1858 First.Universalist Church of auth “heron 
d Massachusetts .o wh alice. Swe © 
L858 First Universalist..Society-in. ase sh ore 
1859 Ayer's Village Union Evangelical Chureh 
(Universalist) (Haverhill). . . whe see 
1859 + St.. John's Universalist.Parish. (Dorchester) 
1859. “South Universalist Church (Boston)... wc: e: 
1859: Universalist Girele (Centerville) « < %« % 
1859 Universalist Society (Holmes_Hole).. +. «. 
1860 Universalist Society (North Prescott) «.« + 
1861 First Universal Society of Webster. s <.. 4 
1861 ~econd_Universalist.Societ, of Racknort 
(Pigeon Covet: mati. eee eis 
1862 Universalist. Publishing House (Baaronik ee 
1863 First. Universalist Society.of Everett . ... 
1863 UniversalistSociety Rem ieee 8 
1863. Universalist_Society. (Groton. Junction)... 
1864 . First_Universalist_ Society_of.Gardner_..s.« 
1864. “Universalist Society (Conway). S.¢i ec. 2 
1867 Independent Universalist. Society. (Boston) e 
1869 Association.of Universalist. Women. (Boston)... 
1870 Universaslisi Parish of Westport... a oe 
1871. first. Universalist Society in Rend aca! Se 
‘1821 Newton Universalist Society (Newtonville) . 
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é 


1871 


1875 
1875 
1876 


1877 


1878 
1879 


1880 


1881 
1882 
18835 


1884 
1884 
1884 


1886 
1886 


1887 
1887 
1889 
1889 


Bie hes ahem 


1889 
1889 
1889 


1891 
1S91 
ESo1 


1892 


ote 


1893 


1893 
1894 
1895 
i895 
1397 
1898 
2599 
1902 
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St. Paults Universalist Church (Jamaica 
Plain) 2. 92 8 Oe, 6 Se Fe 6 PR Seta 66, Pete eo 6 Cy 6 6 8 B68 8, 8 Bes © 6 ee 6 @-e Me a ite Oe te apna 


Murray Universalist Church of Attleboro..... eae seenc eens ¢ ee4O 
Second Universalist Church in Charlestown.......... U vise 8 ate Sipe’ 
Society of the Lanesville Universalist 

NGioW ues U1 RY an ana remap e eer ul A hMT Te A Na oe ace Hl at a aD dee eee ee 04 oko 
Grove Hall Universalist Church 

POORCHKEST OT)... MRA AMIR, P05 RR CeO tae mmeee Meiers aides eiea ee? 
Bethany Universalist Church (Framingham).......... etite eisieie se 640 
Winter Hill Universalist Church 

Poomeryi Vie) weeten. Bee oh Ry ae eee he PMetaleiei's's.8 «49 
Essex Universalist Sunday School Union a 

ee ons bynes Ai Wc Re, eG gaia re la eee ta ese «tess 20 
Wesw pomerville Universalist Chureh..: <i see en ols pi Nels sl ateteee oO 
Pest. Universalist. Parish in Monsony... su eho ees BWir dela Wiacw sO 
Merrimac Valley Conference of Universalist 

IMO ROS VLD WED T) | at ile Wee x ca tele hee RRM heey 6's Rice herereren We 
Al Souls’ Universalist Parish (Worcester)... ie... cle eteielansie HOO 
Hague Gioucester Parish (Universalist). vote be alg talaiamlele ls Ue 
Young People's Missionary Association 

INSIST gh LS ia 0 AC RU YEE Re MU yin Giese Rew tene welt yee 
forou universalist Farish of Braintree. oii ee Seas seals ss os sees OOS 
Women's Universalist Missionary Society 

Crieccachyserte | boston}. Hirer eee cea te eee RR ee LOL 
PorcusClivereeiieb rParich of Amnersti ws vide eee eae s Vs areleins eee OO 
First Universalist Parish of Harwich (Fast)..... ite Cuetec 
Bethany Union for Young Women (Boston)... ci cs.eesss sites sleieree ae 
Pires y Universelist Parish of Eastham... ..u. ee. eae ee isteme Geemarc 
Mt. Washington Universalist Parish in 
I luce de tee ele hah pare le Ae any Sg gL ai Sven a a eran OS 
Swampscott fee ean at Seteres. Lae ats sees elbia Sas siaraiel neoOU 
Universalist Society (Barrowsville)........... Coe eels tale eRe? 
Young People's Christian Union of the MT 

Uni rercaiish Church (Boston)... oesaaveeeeeees's ee ousteve ears oie GeO 
Soo Mittemiat werent ies Parisi. sue eee eae thete ol koe al opel Giotse isle get 
Univercralist Society (Rast Walpole)... a..c. ee aD anna at Sleharerere <EOL 
Wayside Mission Chapel (Universalist) 

OV PGe Sal OR NRE JAP a UIDs AS AP SY Stroy) Cer DR seeiinls eeeOu 
Ashmwont Universalist Parish of Basten ; 

Deis eT ai Gis i ne neues epee wins Dr ACSIA ee ee cy icici aiete wha On 
Upnam Corner Universalist Parish of Te) , 

Eee OM OO ORGE TOT) cy ued ule baie Ue ee eee eee TP olgHbtrw ales diaries BOM 
Hazelwood Universalist Parish of ali , 

VAG a PG seed 65 REO RS aL A Le te RO aCe SORA Ga seeeacseoseol 
Universalist Society teeta) Aantal alta os We Bis areal waste Greseters ass! ae COO 
First Universalist Society of Leominster......... Paley abies a COS 
Hillside Universalist Parish of Medford........... Cresietestets wee oOo 
Second Universalist Society in Springfield....... Miveieiatee cues ole 
Universalist Mission (East Douglas)........ceeeees rliiletticet sek 
Third Universalist Society in Springfield...... SIR es aa elaheh ee 
Second Universalist Parish in Malden. ........6. PET ORE HO oe Ne 
Wniversalist Mission (South Ashfiéla) oi. a.k. sic vie letp eipie-oieia ot & 
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1903 


“190% 0: 


1906 


1913 


1915 


“Uyooy. 
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Central Massachusetts Universalist 
Ministerial Association (Worcester). 


Charles B. Haven Home for Aged Men 


EM Peabodyy ej ecw val eb peau Shee 


Massachusetts Universalist Sunday 


General Sunday School Association of 
Doolittle Home for Aged Persons,. 


Clara Barton Birthplace and Clara Barton 


School Association (Boston)... 
.the Universalist Church (Boston) 


‘(Roxmborgucinyis oP Ti | aie eas 


Inc. 


Camp for Diabetic Girls (Oxford). 


; 
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The numbers which..are underlined refer to vages in the.History, others to 
entry numbers of church. sacieties and organizations in the.Inventory. 
Entries A, B,C. and D may be found .at.the .end of the Inventory, 


Abar, FE. James, 238 
Abbe, Witliam C..:..125 
Abbett., Alvin, 179, .203 
Abell, Townsend P.,. 85 
Achenbach, Lyman L., 44 
Adem; TGs; 8-66, 196 
Adams. Andrew N., 221 
Adams, Benjamin, 33 
Adams, Henry, A. 
Adams. Jedidiah, 40 
Adams, John Coleman, 243 
Adams, John G., 158 
Adams. Phineas, 39 
Albion, James Francis, 113, 
268 
Arnold. Augustus C. L., 112 
Atkinson, Joseph P., 84 
Atwood, I. M., 8 
Atwood, John Murray, 28 
Austin, Fannie, 119 
Anstin, John Mather. 128 


Bachellor,. Samuel, 39 

Bacon, Henry ,. 84,..85 

Baeon, Otis W.. 147 

Bailey, Frederick W,... 253 

Bailey, Stephen, 113 

Baker, Henry H..,. 106 

Pearer, Jacob, 76. 108,207, 
258 : 

Balch, Aaron Leland, 170... 175 

Baleh, Widliam 6.5..37, 8,: 175 

Pailou, Adin; 25, 44, 49, 27, 
Pee 46 Be.) B.. 

Ballou, Barton, 45,. 153 

Portou, David, 59, 115 

Perso, £. C.. 8 

Patton, Hosea, 21, 22, 25, 24, 
ee oy eo, 20. 18, “Al, 
fe 482 46) 4h Oe, S657, 
Bie ee Ga COs se ON Pay af C5 
(oe OL. G2. 80, 8407 8b. 87, 
eG ioe dao bo. Le 146, 
162, 166. VOR; 196: 209" .. 


Bali@u, Heseas end, 66,°58, 8, 10, 
boy 4a Go.) 7a, ser, (110, 125, 
168 

Ballou, Hosea Faxon,. 115 

Ballou, Levi, 45 


Ballou, Massena B.., 40, 79, 101 
Ballou, Russell A. 36; D:. 


Banfield, Joseph, 112, 125 
Banghan, Raymond J..., 78 

Barber, Joseph,. 115. set a 
Barden, Stillman, 14, 14A, 53, 185 
Barnes, David, 42 

Rarnes, Thomas, 48 4 
Barnes, We fou, G5. 995 187 
Barr, <.ohn8..,. 160 

Bassett., Alfred V.., 100 

Beal, Samuel L., 220 

Beckwith, Hiram, 41,.194 
Belknap, Jeremy, 3 


Bellows, Henry Whitney, 8 


Bicknell, Georgr Waters, 83 


Biddle, Charles. Wesley, 260 . 


Bisbee, .—Erederick Adelbert, 46, 5, 


Ps POS TAT 
Bisbee. John, drs, 10, be, U71 
Bisbee, John B., 119 
Bishop, Joy.;..115 
Blackford. Alfred Newton, 268 
Bolles, Bs. Cx... 286 
Borden, ‘Thomas, 203 
Bowles, Benjamin Franklin, 186, 
209 


-Boyden, John,.172 


Bradburn, George, 27, 86 

Bradley, Asa Mayo, 8, 87, 113 

Bradley , Cyrus Augustus, 14, 87, 
IAA, LAM Ie) 20S. 204 

Bradstreet.,. Benjamin, 36 

Brewster., Henry B.., 27 

Briggs, Levi, 67 

Briggs, Richard, 57 

Brimblecom, Samuel, 167 

Brooks) Eldridge G,., 8,83, 102, 
13357152 
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Brooks,.H..,. 102 
Brooks,. Lehn, 74 119 
Brown, Isaac, 64 
Bruce, Mrs. Elizabeth, 263 
Bugbee, Aurin, 131 
Bugbee,. James.H.., 79, 89 
Bullard, Walter, 186 
Bush, Richarc Perry., 171, 193, 
206.,. 249 ys 
Bushnell. &erard, 131, 191 
Calaca, Charles, 27 : 
Campbell, Jeffrey W.., 41 
Canfield, Andrev Jacksan,. 193 
Capen,. Elmer.H... i?l1 
Capron, Edmund.,. 27, 161 
Carghill, J...B..,.149 
Carrique, Richard, 10, 18, 46, 
65, 92,245 
Case. (Caisse). Bliphalet, 102 
Chamberlain, William Rogers, 
Bs: 665.182. - 
Chambre,.-A..St. John, 8, 66 
Chandler, LIoshua, 45 
Chandler, Seth, 25, 11,. 27 
Channing, William #llery, 3 
, L32 


Chapin. Augusta J., 8 
Chapin, Edwir Hubbell, 8, 66, 
189. 


Chapin, James Henry, 8, 66 

Chase, Stephen, 33 

Chauncey., Charles, 3 

Cheever, Hdward.,. 38 

Christian, Sheldon, 8 

Cilkosky.. Anthony ,,.260 

Clark, ..B% Hw. $6i. E852 200 

Clark. Charles. Chapman, 177 

Clark Francis He, 4055 

Clark, George E., 205 

Clark, Stillmen, 166, 177 

Clarke, John, 3 

Gleverly.,.Asa P., 73, 81, 
193... -2028.,-. 220 

Closson,. Harrison, 208, 213 

Cobb., Darius, 91 

Cobb.,. Joseph F., 8 

Gobb.,. Sylvanus. 36., 43, 8, 31, 
= Ns 0 eat WE wa hs Pg 62 i We 
te) boas pL Avs, baa goo 694 
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Davis, 
Davis, 


Coddington, Isaac. Phillip, 242, 249 

Coffin, Ezekie!? Walker, 74, 201 . 

Cole, Alfred Storer, 8 

Collier, C.., 180 

Condon, denry N.., 255 

Conklin, Charles,. 8, 45, 193, 270, 
272 

Conklin, Hugene. Landon, 30 

Connor,,. Rowland, 26, 8, 66, 2359 

Cooledge, J. A., 174 

Coons, Leroy W.., 28, 9, 10 

Crehore,. Joseph, 73,.105 

Gracker.. He. Rs... 1924 

Croswell, Andrew, 47 

Cummins, Rabert, 1 

Cushing, James .R., 43 

Cushman, Henry Irving, 8, 66 

Cutler, Stephen, ll, 27 


Dale, John, 28 

Damon, David, 165 

Damon,. Norwood, 27 

Danforth, W.. Rs, 8, 47 

Darling, Olney I.:, 199 

Dashiell, 7: D.; 85. 66 

Davis, Asher A., 110 

Davis, Asubel, 113 

Benjamin Hill, 179 

Git Tord. (Oras 

Davis, Edwin, 3, 224, 225 

Davis, Samuel A., 116,119 

Dean, Paul, 24, £55. 32, 23; 8, 10, 
22,..41L,..4%, 47h, 6608 Vee roe 
Ba, BS) 99. 119 

Dean; Theodore. La, 213, \D 

Dean... William. W.,.119,. 

deBenneville, George, 1, 66 

Demarest.,, Gerhardus. Langdon, 171 

Dennis, Joseph Selman,..157 

Dewey., Orville,- 132 

Dieffenbach, Albert Charles, 144 

Dillingham, Fred Augustine, 247 


Dodge, Nehemiah, 8 


Dods, John Bovee, 3.5, 92, 113, 
L751 BS C200 

Dudley, As Swi. 1805195... 220 

Dwyer, Thomas A., 267 

Dy ar; 3. Deg eS2 


Hames, Owen Whitman, 98 
Earle, A. Gertrude, 89 


Kastwood,. James, 8,. 223 


Katon, Benjamin Franklin,. 269, 


as 
Raton, Charles Henry, 47,.178 
Baton, Charles L.;..125°" 
Baton, Edward A..,.137 
Eddy., Richard, 29, 1, 8, 44, 
125,. 209. 235 - 
Rddy:.,.William B., 23 
Hllis., Sumner, 8,. 47, 223: - 
Emerson, George H., 46, 33, 
12416, 6 
Emerson, Joseph, 38 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo 132 
Emery , Jabez Newton, 257 
Etz, Roger E.,. 50 
Everett ,. Linus S.; 8, 58 


Farnsworth, Jeremy.Hoadjy, 215 
Farnsworth, Thomas G.., 83, 85, 


89.,. 208 
‘Farwell, Asa; 39 
Fay, Addison .Grant.,. 168 
Fay, Cyrus H.., 44, 75 
Feriss, Walter M.., 14 
Fernald, William M.:,.137 
Fessenden, .Thomas, 3, 4 
Pish,.Wallace, 52 
Wish; William.He, 27, 28,161 
Fishbough, William, 92 
Fisher,. Daniel: L..,..245 
Fisher., Eben, .100. 
Fisher, Jabez.Pond, 41 
Fisher. Lee Howard, 253 
Fisher,. Lewis Beals, 5 
Fisk, Theophilus, .8, 66 
' Fiske, Wallace G.., 85 
Fister, Henry Fe, 8, 9, 46 


Flagg,- Joshua, 41, 46, 61, 68, 


86.;..209 4 
Flanders, George T., 102, 132 
Fleteher, Ls J.,.190 
Fletcher,. Silas.&.:,..132 
Fiint.,. Franklin C..,.245 
Forbes,. Darius.,.137 
ford,.James W.-.,..208 
Forman; .d) &.«:; D 
rosven.. Dan, .4 
Foster, .Emersan, 45 
Foster.,..Frederick, 205 
Frasier. Donald, 259 
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Frazier, C. Douglas,. 31 
Frieze, Jacob., 10 
Fullér, Cagiel E:, 52 
Fuller, Daniel, 32 
Fuller, ‘tabriel EB... 245 
Fuller), dy Bo 227 
Fuller, Savillion W., 8 


Gage, Nathaniel, 85 

Gardner, Calvin, .37.,. 160 

Gay, George, A-«.,. 113 

Gaylord, Noah:M., 8, 47 

Gibbons, Brainard-.Frederick, 205, 

bap te 2 

Gibbs,.William E., 80, 205 

Gifford Erapklin Kent, 242 

Gifforc Henry., 163 

Gifford, Jeremiah, 59 

Gilman, “osiah, 41 

Goodhue, Josiah, 41 

Goodwin, J onathan, 8 

Grammar, Joseph,.162 

Greeley,.John As, 89 

Green,.. Roland, 32 

Greene,..Aaron, 31 

Greenway.,. Cornelius, 66 

Greenwood. Thomas. J.:., 84, 107, 116, 
PBA LIB: 

Greenwood,. William, 39 

Gregory’, John, .43,. 49°99; 119, 187 

Grosvenor, Moses. C.., 39 

Guilford,..Earl ,. 183, 237 

Gunnison, Nathaniel, 87, 113, 136, 
Lea5 280 


Hadley, Rubens R,, 128 

Hedy LE Ay “8 

Hamilton, Erederick, W.., 75 
Hammatt.,. Albert... 212,;..248, 251 
-Hanaford, Howard Alcott., 185 
Hanseome,. William C..,. 159 
Harriman, Waiter, 53,. 116 
Harris, Dunbar B:., 154 
Harris,. Moses Hs, 2535 
-Hartley., George Ex, 50 
Haskell , William G... 155, 158 
-Hastings, George, 170 

Hawes ,.Mather Ba, 55 
Hemphill; Joseph, 134 
Henry,..Carl F., 6: 

Herrick,. Frank G..; 155 
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Hersey.,. Harvey., 113,. 123 
Hewitt., Elmer,..103, 136,..156 
Hewitt, Simon Ga 60, 153, 182 
Heyward, William .S.., 28 
Heywood.,. Joshua, 41. 
Hill, George, .213,. 261 
Hodgcon, Fé: Aws., 110 
Hodgdon, Norris O.., 53 
Holden, .J:.. Harry; 256 
Holman, Nathan, 3&7 
Holmes.,. Lucius, 101 
Hooper, William, 41, 204 
Hoyt, Hervey Hastings, 242 
Hubbard:,. Eobenezer, 165- ; 
. Hudson, Gharles, 26, 10, 27, 
67:5 82 
Huntington, Joseph, 3 
Huntley, George E., 6 


Ingersoll, Samuel H., 76 


Jefferds, Forrest. 35 
Jenks, George E. ,, 54 
Jewell.,..Henry, 152 
Johnson, Be W., 27 
Jones, Thomas, 42, 32 
10. 18; 44, Ele. 18s 


Killam, Rober ert eat 113.425 
OS TGA Ge wie a. 
King, Thomas, F.., .58 
King. Thomas. starr 8 
Kinsley, We -H.., 27 
Kirk,: Hagel: 1I.;, 21, -92,. 259 
Klein-Nicoli,. George 
‘See: . Siegvolk, Paul 
Knee) erid,»sAbner, 8, 18; 58 
Knickervocker, Charles 
Arthur, 264 
Knight, George T., 27 


Lake, Edwin H.., 136, 192 
Lalone, .Emerson Hugh, 50, 2, 
96 i hie 
Lamson,. David Rs, 27. 28, A 


Landers.,. Stephen Presson, 186 
Lethe, Zephania, 46 

Leavitt,. Fenwick Li, 253 
Lee... Day. Kx, 198 

Leining, Gustave H.., 12 
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Moore, 


Leland, John Franklin,’ 5 

Leanard, Charlies. H.., oe; 1eDy 193; 
2208 

Leonard, .Ezra,' do, Lu 36, 112 

Libby.,. Daniel LeRoy., Bae. 113 

Libby., Wentworth Roscoe, 89 

Lincoln, Varnum, 144,. 162, 177, 
189 

Lioyd, Oe Ga 6S 

Lobdell.,. Isaac. V.., 245 

Locke, Js J.) 54 

Lothrop, Donald Guy, 144 

Lothrop, John, 144  — 

Loveland, Samuel C.., 2¢ 

Lowe, John Smith, 50, 66 


MacDonald,.ilowardc A.., 56, 71 

Mandell,. David J..,: 107 

Manford, Erasmus, 36 

Mann, Jaceb,.4 

Manning; .Lz We, 203 

Marshall ,. Harold, 209 

Marston,.Carlos, 33,159, 144 

Mason, Almond Wood, 142,: 206 

Mather,. Samuel, 47 

Matthews, Marmaduke, 31 

Mayhew, Jonathan, 2. 

ao Lyman, 25, LS . 27 aee 82 

May.o,. Amory D..., Ey 

M* Cabie We L “4 

iced saver: ee ee , 28 

Meinnis:, Peter JX 45° 

MecKenny., .0.. “Herbert, 

Mead, Samuel, 4 

Ma Ven Charles Ws) 1635174) 2ee8 

Milburn,. Ulysses Sumner, 144 

Miller, fort He, 270) 

Miller, William, 219 

Milton, Lucy. A., 215 

Miner, Alonzo anata 39, a, Gears 
604) 66.5890 2582 171, 209, 226, 
236. 239 


102, 158 


-Mitchell, Edward, 47, 58 
Mitchel) ,)) die, Be 66): 
Monroe,. Calvin, 81 
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